[image: image1.jpg]According to the records, the history of
GZIEL goes back to 1328. But the first
mentioning about the quality of its clay
can be referred to 1663. The great Russian
scientist M. Lomonosov wrote that it was ~ j&
hardly possible to find such pure soil as
the soil near Gzhel.

At first Gzhel’s masters produced pottery.
But in the first quarter of XIX century they started to make porcelain and
faience.

The masters reached a high professional level. Blue roses, ¢.amomiles,
dandelions, are used to decorate the works. “Gzhel” means cups, mugs,
teapots, sugar-bowles, jugs, vases, samovars, funny toy people and
animals which are combined into unusual combinations.

Toy’s craft in DYMKOVO , a village situated
near the town of Kirov, appeared in the
Middle of the XIX century. Dymkovo’s clay
toys possess a number of distinctive features,
such as splendour of forms, variety of colours,
flight of fantasy. The toy men and women
seem to be about to fling themselves into a
daring, light-hearted dance. They are cheerful
and elegant, painted in orange, golden and
scarlet colors. Bears, rams, dogs, horses are
brightly coloured too. The work of each craftsman is distinguished by his
own style, his favourite colour and distinctive sense of humour.

It is impossible to tell about of all types of folk craft of Russia.

Ihaw a big collection of Russian applied arts. It is a real treasure. My
friends like to watch my collection, because any piece of art made by the
craftsman keeps the warmth of human hands.
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Hello! My name is Oksana. | live in Elista in the republic of Kalmykia. My hobby is
travelling. I like visiting towns and cities. I'm interested in history of the cities and
countries, their cultures, their customs and traditions.
During my travelling I meet many tourists from Russia and from abroad. Some
foreign tourists visit our country every year. They are attracted by the unique Russian
history and architecture, by rich Russian culture and wonderful sights. Every tourist
try to buy Russian souvenirs. Matryoshkas (Russian national toys), things of Russian
applied art are especially popular with tourists.
And really what can be more attractive than folk applied art? It stands prominently in
Russian culture. The folk craft is not only the past, it is today’s life of our rich culture.
It enriches the life of people, makes it beautiful. The fame of the folk masters is
herited from generation to generation. Many places of Russia are famous for their
own folk art.
KHOKHLOMA is the type of painting of wood. It is the most
popular one. Wooden spoons, dishes, cups, deepers, pots and
even furniture for children are painted in red and golden paints.

In the XVI(th) century the region on the middle Volga was
8l famed for these articles. Khokhloma is well-known both in our

s country and abroad. People define it as flaming and golden.

The apphed art of FOLKHOVMAIDAN takes %
their origin in the 1920s. Both the form and the
style of Polkov-Maidan’s articles are unusual.
Matryoshkas, tinwhistles, wooden eggs, toy
balalaikas and horses are painted in bright red,
yellow, crimson, blue and green colors. The i€
main theme of painting are flowers and berries.
Russian matryoshkas are the most popular souvenirs.
ZHOSTOVO gave the name to one of the most
famous Russian art crafts. This ancient village is
situated near the town of Mytishchi in a picturesque
place. Zhostovo’s craft belongs to the family of so-
called “Russian lacquers.” The trays decorated with
bright bunches of flowers against the sparkling black
background won universal recognition and love long
ago. The artists of Zhostovo turned the trays into marvelous panel which could adormn
any interior.





