Embroidery

         Embroidery   is  an  age-old  art. It  was a  pastime  for  both  peasant  girls  and  noble  ladies.  There  were  great  masters  even  among  men.

        Embroidery  is  a  well-  known  and  widespread  needlework  art  of  decorating  all  sorts  of  materials   with  various  patterns.  The  materials  may  be  rough  and  dense  such  as  broadcloth,  linen,  leather,  bark,  as well as the  thinnest ones,  for  example cambric, muslin, gauze,  tulle and  some  others. 

      Embroidery  turned common everyday  things (towels, table-cloths, aprons, handkerchiefs)  into fantastic  objects.

    Embroidery  was  known in ancient  times. It  is cradle  as  well as  that  of other  fields of  art   and  science  was  the  Orient.  Despite  the fact  that  the  Greeks  ascribe  the  invention of  embroidery  to  Minerva, it  had   been developed  in  Asia earlier  than in  Greece.

     In  Russia  embroidery  has  also a  very  rich  history. Clothes,  footwear,  harness  and  other  things  had  been  decorated   with  embroidery.  For  Russian  embroidery  geometrical  and  vegetable  ornaments  are typical.
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 A towel made in the middle of the XXth century
       They  may  be arranged  as  straight  lines  underlining  clothes` edges,  decorating  towels  and  tablecloths.  The   images of fantastic  birds,  animals  and  plants  were  embroidered  in  beautiful  ornaments. Seamstresses  worked  some  symbols  info  their patterns.  A  straight  horizontal  line  marked  the  ground  surface.  A wavy  line  marked  water  while  a  vertical wavy  line  marked  rain.  A  triangle  symbolized  mountains.  Crossing  lines  were  the  symbol  of  fire  and  lightning.  The  Sun  and  the  Moon  were  marked as  a  circle,  a  square  or  a  rhomb.  A  woman  shape  symbolized  the  Earth.

Many  patterns  were  used  not  only as  a decoration.  They  had  to  protect,  to  defend,  to  guard  a  man  and  home  from  evil  spirits.  Those  patterns  were  called  ” obereg ”.  The  original   ideals  about  those  symbols  were  lost  since  then.  Now  the  main  task  of  an  ornament  is  to  decorate  the  surface  of  an  object,  to  emphasize  its  shape. 

        Russian  modern  embroidery  is divided   into  two  main  groups.  They  are  open-worked  and  blind.

         A  type  of  needlework  where  you   have  to  count  threads  is  typical  for  folk  embroidery.  Working this way one can  embroider  with  crosses,  with  painting  or  with  so  called 

 “ kozlik”. 

        A cross is ideal for geometrical and vegetable ornaments.  The stitches are made by counting the threads.  In another  case  you  need  a  special  embroidery  material  which  is  called  canvas.  A  cross  is  made  of  equal  diagonally  crossing  stitches.  
We live in Kurgan region which is often called the Gate to Siberia. It is also called Zauralye. Our region is situated in Asia, it borders on the Urals in the West. It is  in the West Siberian Plain. There are 9 towns, 5 workers’ towns, 24 districts. Dalmatovo is one of them.  
The sphere of favourite pastimes of the inhabitants in Zauralye is wide and various. There are masters and enthusiasts in every kind of creative work. They give up selflessly.

Entering a house in the past you could see a girl at work. The girls were embroidering towels and table-clothes preparing  their trousseau. The patterns might be diverse.

In the 60-s and 90-s you could hardly find somebody to be interested in needle-work. It was forgotten.

Although it is popular and loved by many women nowadays.

In the main city of our region which is called Kurgan lives a woman. Her name is Galina Dushkina. She is keen on embroidery. She has a studio where she and her friends create their masterpieces. Galina Sergeevna revived the school of decorative needle-work in Zauralye.

Needle women in Dalmatovo create embroidered pictures which attract interested viewers’ looks. An exhibition of such pictures was organized in our Museum of Regional Studies in autumn 2005. People could not tear themselves away from such splendour. There were teachers from our school among those needle women. According to their words, embroidery is a way to relax after hard days’ work.
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 A woman with flowers
A work embroidered with cross method by one of our teachers.
        In October 2006 so called School Arbat was opened at our school. Here the pupils could boast of their talents. Nobody expected how many girls are found of needle work. Some boys also presented their works. Not only schoolchildren came to look at the displays. There were parents, grandparents   among the visitors. 
We have a teacher at our school who teaches the girls to create such unique masterpieces. Her name is Korostelyova Olga Vladimirovna. Her lessons of fancy-work are very important for the future women. They get bases of embroidery, sewing and knitting. 
We can read about some needle women of our region in the newspapers, see their works at the museum. The pupils visit the exhibitions enjoying such wonderful pictures.                                                                            
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