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Introduction

SYMBOLISM

Symbolism was a literary movement of nineteenth-century France. In the art and literature of the late nineteenth century, symbolism took on special significance. A group of French artists and poets promoted the use of symbols to achieve intensity and complexity in their work, a technique that sometimes approached mysticism. The French Symbolists believed that emotions are fleeting, individual, and essentially inexpressible – and that therefore the writer is forced to suggest meaning rather than directly express it. To the Symbolists, an emotion is indefinite and therefore difficult to communicate. They tend to avoid any direct statement of meaning. Instead, they work through emotionally powerful symbols that suggest meaning and mood. The Symbolist writers reacted against Realism and stressed, instead, the importance of suggestion and evocation of emotional states, especially by means of symbols. A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else. In our culture an olive branch is a symbol for peace. A symbol in literature is a word, person, object, or action that stands for something beyond itself. In literary criticism a distinction is often made between traditional or conventional symbols – ones, that are part of our general cultural inheritance – and personal symbols – ones that are created by particular authors for use in particular works. Conventional symbolism is often based on elements of nature. For example, youth is often symbolized by greenery or springtime, middle age by summer, and old age by autumn or winter. Death is often symbolized by darkness or cold. The sun is often used as a symbol of power or authority. Roses are symbols of love and beauty. Doves are symbols of peace. Foxes are symbols of craftiness, and owls of wisdom. Writers invent new, personal symbols, whose meaning is revealed in a literary work. Symbolist writers included Stephane Mallarme, Paul Verlaine, and Arthur Rimbaud. English writers who were influenced by the Symbolist movement included William Butler Yeats, T. S. Eliot, Oscar Wilde, James Joice, Virginia Woolf, and others. Symbolists were convinced that ‘some strangeness, something like aloe blooming’ was an indispensable element of modern works of art. Oscar Wilde showed it in “The Picture of Dorian Gray’. In the novel flowers are the main symbols. According to the author, symbolism is used to give the opposite meaning to what is written.

‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ is full of flowers and in every chapter they have different meanings. It looks as though O. Wilde felt every flower and tried to show us how beautiful and semantic every flower is. 

It is interesting that simple flowers can convey so many thoughts. 

Flowers in Oscar Wilde’s novel are secret hints, which help us to understand the author’s ideas. In the essay, flowers are divided according to their ‘functions’ in ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’. Some flowers are used to show good or bad traits of character. The others improve our understanding of a character. Sometimes not everything is clear and it’s hard to understand the heroes` relations, but the meaning of flowers can convey far more than words. 

 MEANING OF FLOWERS

One should be aware of the meaning of giving or accepting a flower or a bouquet of flowers. Flowers can convey clear messages. In Victorian England, women wove secret messages of love and affection into small bouquets called Tussie-Mussies. Tussie means flower and Mussie means wet moss. The basic meaning of flowers is love. There are some other emotions, which can be conveyed through flowers. People used flowers to express refusal, contempt, insult, scorn, indifference and other emotions in the past. The color and number of flowers alter the meaning of the same flower. In short, the meaning of a bouquet depends on the choice of the right flowers of the right color.

Humans have attached symbolic meaning to flowers since the dawn of civilization. Some legends about the symbolic meanings of flowers date back to Adam and Eve. Artists generally link a white lily with Mary, mother of Jesus as a symbol of pureness. Thousands of years ago flowers were used in rituals connected with death. The Christian tradition of sending flowers for funeral is based on ancient traditions.

In the epoch, when it was not permitted to talk about the delicate feeling of love and affection in public, lovers started to exchange roses, corresponding to the deep feeling of love, so flowers were used to show true love. Later different kinds of flowers, their color and number started to symbolize different meanings.

The tradition of conveying secret messages through flowers was started by Turks in the 17th century. The Turkish secret language of flowers gained popularity all over Europe from the early 1700’s. Lovers used to send flowers to communicate their feelings, desire and affection. The same flower meant different things in different cultures and times. The original meaning of a yellow rose was jealousy, but its modern meaning is friendship.

The custom of giving symbolic meanings to flowers dates back to the time, when young men and women were prevented from expressing their feelings verbally. They had to find some socially acceptable way to show what they felt. Thus, they started to give symbolic meanings to flowers.

The meaning of flowers is various in different cultures and ages. White flowers generally mean innocence all over the world while red flowers represent trustworthiness. Pink roses mean friendship. Daisies generally mean innocence, gentleness and modesty. Orchids of different colors also have different meanings. They gained universal acceptance as symbols of love and beauty. 

To understand and appreciate the language of flowers one should be skilful and romantic.

Symbols of flowers in the novel 

GOOD TRAITS OF CHARACTER

In the first chapter of the novel Oscar Wilde sets his characters in the garden. The world in the Bible originates from the Garden of Eden. The setting of Greek and Roman myths about heroes and their wonderful lives and deeds is nature. The idea of unity with nature is developed in ‘The picture of Dorian Gray’. One can notice, that when the chapters are filled with flowers, the characters (especially the main one) are virtuous, the other ones are deprived of them. And it is also an indicator of the author’s position.

The story starts in the garden. “The studio was filled with the rich smell of roses” – this is the first line of the novel. Roses are not the only flowers in the garden – there are also lilacs and hawthorn. And as well as the rose, hawthorn means innocence. Even in the preface the author secretly tells us that the beginning is full of emotion, full of charm. The pureness of the main character is also emphasized by flowers, to be exact, not flowers, but just their smell. After this description it’s impossible to expect anything vulgar or violent. In the first chapter three main characters are introduced. First we see Henry Wotton, who is doing nothing - he ‘was lying on the’ sofa and ‘enjoyed the honey-sweet and honey-coloured blossoms’ of flowers. He is like a child, when nothing rude hurts the mind or interrupts the pleasure of being far from human problems and having a rest in the garden. Basil Hallward, his friend, is a painter, a young man who is ready to love and experience new feelings. He is so noble; he lives in the world of mystery without everyday life fuss. As all artists, he is obsessed with his work. He is enthusiastically working on the portrait of the unbelievably beautiful young man, named Dorian Gray.

When the friends, Harry and Basil, come to the garden to talk, they sit down on a bench and speak about Dorian Gray, Basil’s muse. They are surrounded by white daises. If we want to find out their meaning, we’ll see that they signify pureness. In the garden there are many flowers symbolizing blamelessness. They make Dorian look more innocent.

Now the only pure character is seventeen-year-old Sibyl Vane. She lives in a small house with her mother and younger brother James, who is going to Australia and who loves his sister very much. Though Dorian is going to marry Sibyl, her brother hates him, because he thinks that his sister won’t be happy.  We hear about Sibyl for the first time from Dorian. Miss Vane is an actress in a small theatre. Dorian sees her on the stage and is fascinated by her blue eyes, rose lips, and wonderful voice. 

The next day Sibyl plays the part of Rosalind and Dorian is charmed again, as she is so gorgeous; she is the best. She plays the roles of pure girls. Her brown hair frames the face like dark petals surrounding a white rose. White roses symbolize virginity, spiritual revelation, charm, mercy, - the qualities that Sibyl possesses. In the novel Sibyl`s pureness is emphasized many times, just by flowers.

When Sibyl is on the stage, she is like a goddess. Everybody admires her beauty. Some of the audience jump up and clap. She is playing the role of Juliet. When she sees the visitors, she blushes slightly, and it is like ‘a shadow of a rose in a silver mirror’. When she dances her body moves like a flower. Her neck is like a lily, her hands seem to be made of cool ivory. The lily signifies revival, immortality, and innocence. She is so beautiful! It looks as though Sibyl were the most spiritually pure heroine. At first, Dorian also adores Sybil. He wants her to be with him and he wishes she were a star. When he is arguing with Harry about his future marriage, ‘his nature had developed like a flower. Out of its secret hiding-place had come out his soul, and desire had come to meet it on the way’. Now Dorian is real, his true nature comes out to light. 

The role she plays best is Juliet. It is her role on the stage and image in life – she, just like her heroine, dies for love, but Dorian is neither an actor on the stage, nor her Romeo in life. Not her cheeks but lips are like roses, like petals. It shows her virtue, the spiritual pureness of her intentions.

Dorian is mostly enamored not of Sibyl, but of the role she plays – Juliet. He himself is a musician and passionately loves everything sensitive and charming. So is Sibyl before she falls in love with Dorian. Her mother and younger brother are against her love for Dorian.

But Sibyl is in love. She’s so light; she flies high. ‘Spring-time for me, I think, a very dance of blossoms in blue sky’. Life for her is now a comparison with the seasons of the year. First it was cold winter, when she didn’t live – she just existed. Nothing could inspire her to live. But now Dorian appeared in her life. He is like the sun that shines on her, and the symbols of revival are flowers that are in bloom again. Pure Sibyl can’t imagine her life without a person she could love. Unfortunately, this man is Dorian Gray.

When Dorian kisses Sibyl, she trembles like a white narcissus. Most people think that this flower signifies only selfishness and egoism, but in Greek myths it meant early death (because a narcissus blooms and fades fast). The narcissus is also a flower of shy love. So one can think that here the flower has a double meaning. The first meaning, egoism is for Dorian; the second one, death is for Sibyl.

When Sibyl and her brother walk along the street, they sit down on a bench. The first characters in the novel to sit down on a bench are Basil and Henry. After their conversation Dorian changes his attitude to Basil, to the person, who loves him. We can guess that something is going to happen. ‘The tulip-beds across the road flamed like rings of fire. The brightly coloured parasols danced like monstrous butterflies’. Everything looks gorgeous. Besides being pleasant to look at, the landscape conveys the author’s idea. As we know, tulips mean pride and the purity of love. Pride deals with James, Sibyl’s brother. He is a man of his word, for years he has taken care of his sister. At sixteen he says to his sister Sibyl, he will kill Dorian. Sibyl is rather amused than shocked. She thinks that there will be no reasons for him to kill Gray. 

 Pure love conveyed by tulips deals with Sibyl. Every time we see Sibyl in the novel, we see flowers that mean goodness. As a rule, in literature nothing good happens to unspoiled characters. Her life should be as beautiful as tulips, but as we know, it isn’t. This flower can bring up an association with Victoria, Lord Henry’s wife, because there are also tulips in her house. 

Dorian is waiting for Harry in the library. ‘Some large blue china vases were filled parrot-tulips...’ The tulip signifies pure love and pride. Lord Harry has never had true love in his life, though there are tulips on the table. Evidently, they are associated with his wife Victoria.

Soon she comes. She has blue forget-me-not eyes. The forget-me-nots symbolize memory and fidelity. She is a poor woman, who doesn’t love her husband and who isn’t loved by him. Nevertheless, she would never leave Henry. 

When Victoria goes out, she is like a ‘bird of paradise’. She leaves a light perfume of jasmine. Jasmine is a flower of femininity, grace, elegance, and attractiveness. 

BAD TRAITS OF CHARACTER

‘Youth is the only thing worth having’- Lord Henry puts forward this idea, when he meets Dorian. To some extent, this statement is true, because when people are young all the doors are opened to them Henry, who is a self-confident, cynical aesthete, tells Dorian about his ‘theory’ of eternal beauty. Dorian, being inexperienced and naive, absorbs everything he hears and it becomes his understanding of the world. Lord Henry puts cynical ideas into his head: ‘... to influence a person is to give him one’s own soul. He does not think his natural thoughts any more.’ – said Wotton. It seems to be an attempt to defend himself in case he is  accused of corrupting Dorian.

Henry and Dorian are lunching at Agatha’s, Wotton’s aunt..‘He is her latest favourite’ – says Henry about his aunt’s attitude to Dorian. Lord Wotton, himself, has his own opinion of Gray’s position – ‘he (Lord Henry) would make that wonderful soul (Dorian) his own’. Dorian is no longer pure – he is a toy, a person of prestige everybody wants to contact to show off though Basil isn’t among those people. The man who loves the handsome youth with all his heart is abandoned and ‘a look of pain came into his face’. 

‘And how charming Dorian had been at dinner the night before.` Lord Henry is surely obsessed with Gray, and his attitude to the young man is justified. Beauty consists of two components – physical attractiveness and moral splendor. Dorian is a handsome man. Everybody would like to invite Dorian home – it is a pleasure even to look at him, but nobody speaks about Dorian as a person who is pleasant to talk to. Of course, we can say that he is not an interesting personality, because he is young and inexperienced. Dorian is like a sponge and tries to accumulate everything. This reason is true when Dorian is twenty, but even when Dorian becomes old nobody wants to have a conversation with him. Why? He has life experience and he is still good-looking, but his mind doesn’t attract them. First he is vacuous, but soon he begins to absorb horrible habits. He becomes a liar, a murderer, and an outlaw. 

When Dorian is at Wottons` and Henry’s wife is away, the latter says that people don’t understand the real value of life. It looks as though Henry Wotton were a contradictory person. His speech is not senseless, but his actions are. He wastes lots of time, but Victoria is worth devoting time to. He should be thankful for having a nice woman near him, for having a large house and servants, for possibility to travel and to buy whatever he wants, but he doesn’t realize it.

‘Never marry’, says Henry, when Dorian is going to marry Sibyl Vane. Dorian is so emotional when he speaks about Sibyl; they seem to love each other forever. 

Unfortunately, Dorian stops loving her when Sibyl loses her acting talent. She can’t be an actress any more. She isn’t able to act the feeling of her heroines, because she has her own ones. He doesn’t want to see real Sibyl; he is in love with the part she played. When Gray leaves her; she falls on the ground like a stamped flower. It looks as if Sibyl died spiritually. During the story she, not Dorian, is mostly compared with wonderful flowers – she is like a flower and Dorian roughly hurts her. The moment when Dorian goes out and abandons the girl is a great tragedy. Dorian is irritated by Sibyl’s tears and cries. That time she doesn’t play either. His stupid contempt and unnecessary cruelty make readers hate Gray utterly. It is the man, who wanted to present Sibyl with a wedding ring! 

When Dorian was returning home, he saw that everything seemed ugly to him – vulgar women, hungry children, and heard their screams and shouts.

‘The air was filled with the smell of the flowers.’ Dorian smelled the flowers as if he were hungry – they cured the pain of his soul. The reader can think that he suffered because he understood how mean he had been to Sibyl. No. he was astonished that his lovely lady, the girl he was ready to marry and to protect from everybody who would offend her, wasn’t an actress! She wasn’t associated with art any more, she didn`t seem attractive to him.

The next day Lord Harry tells Dorian about Sibyl’s death and tries to convince him, that Gray is not to blame for it. ‘The girl never really lived, and so she has never really died.’ As a reply, the narrator says: ‘The shadows crept in from the garden. Everything lost its colour.’ It seems to have been said not about nature, but about the spiritual death of the characters. It was Sibyl, who really lived, and she is the only ‘colour’ person in that society, but after her death everything becomes lifeless. 

There is an episode, which is important because it contains no flowers referring to people. Harry sends Dorian a newspaper article about Sibyl Vane`s suicide, and a book about an idle young boy.

 The death of Sibyl doesn’t find any response in Dorian’s heart; he is worried by the fact that his servant could read the article in the newspaper. 

At first, it seems strange that the author doesn’t mention any flowers, but then we understand that he does it intentionally. The absence of flowers is a bit frightening. It seems scary that we don’t see the author’s attitude either to the characters or to the situation. 

People who saw a sea or an ocean know that before a storm, the water is calm. If you walk along the coast, you can’t hear any noise: the water is calm, the wind doesn’t blow, seagulls don’t scream. The situation is the same, when Dorian is about to show Basil the picture. We feel as though something bad was going to happen, and to emphasize it, the author excludes flowers from the narration, and as well as the tempest, the tragedy is inevitable. 

The climax of the novel is the murder of Basil. It is committed on the eve of Dorian’s thirty-eighth birthday. In this chapter there are no flowers at all. Here Dorian meets Basil, invites him home and tells him that he will show Basil his ‘diary’- the portrait.

When Basil comes into Dorian’s house, he speaks about Gray, as usual. He tells Dorian that he is still obsessed with him. The painter says that he has painted Dorian many times as Paris, as Adonis, as Narcissus and a lad with a heavy lotus wreath. 

The myth about Narcissus says about Tiresy, who predicted that a handsome young man Narcissus would live a long life, if he never saw his face. Narcissus casually looked in water, saw his reflection and died of his love for himself. Dorian, who is enamored with his portrait has the same fate.

The lotus means ‘life and death’. So, when Basil creates his work, Dorian is pure and happy, but as a contrast, Basil reminds about it now to say that Dorian is dead. 

When Dorian shows Basil the horrible portrait, he takes the flower off his suit. He smells it or pretends that he is doing it, and when they start a conversation, Dorian crushes it in his hands. The flower is a kind of an invisible barrier. As the thing that is to prevent him from the crime is destroyed, Gray is ready to commit it.

Dorian lets Basil see his changed portrait. The artist Basil Hallward who idolized, as well as the majority of artists, physical beauty, is killed by the hand of a person in whom he has developed monstrous and ridiculous arrogance.

 ‘It was a knife that he (Dorian) had brought up some days before, and had forgotten to take away with him. He moved towards it. As soon as he got behind him, he quickly took it, rushed at Hallward and dug the knife into the vein behind the ear stabbing again and again. The man’s head fell forwards. And the blood ran slowly across the table and down the floor. <...> His friend was dead.’

Basil’s death is horrible; Gray who loves everything beautiful has to find it ugly. Breaking unwritten moral laws, Dorian also breaks written laws.

Subconsciously Dorian thinks about the act of violence, he committed the previous night. He is so mentally dead and inhuman after Sibyl’s death, that he doesn’t pay any attention to the murder of his friend. 

There is nothing sacred for Dorian. He doesn’t want to have a dead body in his house, but is afraid to get rid of it himself. So he makes another man, a scientist, suffer. Allan Campbell understands that Dorian is a killer, and refuses to destroy the body of Basil because of moral principles, but Dorian is going to put the blame on Allan, so the latter has to submit to Dorian.

It’s terrifying when you see how Dorian is sleeping after his crime. One might think that he could have horrible dreams and wake up in cool sweat, but no, when a servant comes into the room, ‘Dorian was sleeping quite peacefully, lying on his right side. He looked like a boy who had been tired out with play or study.’

The next evening just after the murder, Dorian, beautifully decorated with violets, is at Lady Narborough’s. It is strange that Dorian should have violets, meaning modesty and humility, on his suit, but ‘he was smiling as easy and graceful as ever’. He may be showing off. Nobody could suspect him of any offences, as for his countenance, it is perfectly calm.

From this chapter on, one can easily see lack of flowers and the absence of the hero’s emotions in actions. 

HIDDEN MEANING ABOUT CHARACTERS

After Basil finishes painting the wonderful portrait, Dorian comes out into the garden. He buries his face in the great cool lilac-blossoms. He revels in its perfume as if he were thirsty. The lilac means charm, modesty, humility and trust. Dorian is wrapped in purity. He is standing without a hat and branches of lilac tousles Dorian’s curls, and pulls about his golden locks. That time Dorian, despite his interest in Henry’s thoughts, is united with nature. When Lord Henry comes, Gray seems frightened for a second – ‘there was a look of fear in his eyes, such as people have when they are suddenly awakened.’ Wotton interrupts Dorian. Gray isn’t ready to cast away his thoughts, connection with pure nature, and his clear mind. Lord Henry is like a devil; he is slowly trying to win Dorian over to his ideology. Henry is a wolf tempting a little lamb Dorian in order to bend him to his will. Gray is bewildered.

‘Beauty is the wonder of wonders’-says Wotton. We find out that he is charmed by Gray’s beauty, because he says that Dorian is associated with flowers, he looks as though he were made of them. ‘Time is jealous of you, and it wars against your lilies and your roses. <...> you will suffer horribly...’ – the emotional state of Henry’s soul becomes absolute truth, the curse. Deeply wounded, Dorian thinks, beauty is the only aim of life. The perspective of being old and ugly frightens him, but Wotton’s charming speech attracts his attention, he ‘listened, open-eyed and wondering’. 

The library in Henry Wotton’s house is ‘a very charming room, with high oak olive walls, cream-coloured ceiling, and silk Persian carpet’. The oak is a tree of wisdom; its roots go back to the Bible. It also means integrity of thoughts. Even if we consider Lord Henry a negative character he has his mind and can control the situation.

Once Dorian is at Henry’s. They talk about little Sibyl and natural theory of pleasure. There is a great bouquet of purple irises between them; it prevents them from seeing each other. The bouquet doesn’t suit the room and Dorian has to look above it to see Harry’s face. The iris means faith, grace and tenderness. 
It looks as though the bouquet tried to separate Gray from Henry. There is a hope, that Dorian will come back to normal life, not spoiled by Henry. Dorian doesn’t like Henry`s idea, that women are bad and he is good. Gray doesn’t agree with him verbally and he doesn’t put the vase aside either not to interrupt their conversation and he doesn’t change his place – thus he doesn’t agree subconsciously. All Dorian wants to do is to see Sibyl to relax, as he is a little annoyed by Lord Wotton.

When Dorian leaves Sibyl, he goes home on foot. He reaches Covent-Garden in the morning. The air shines like a pearl. The streets are empty; there are only ‘carts, full of lilies, swaying on long stems.”

The flowers draw his attention; he follows the carts to the market and watches them being unloaded. The lilies are pleasant to look at; they resemble Sibyl, pure and defenseless. Maybe that is why Gray stays at the market and watches them, as they remind him of Sibyl.

The next morning, after Basil’s murder, Dorian wakes up and goes to the library. He sits down to lunch next to the open widow. ‘A bee flew in and buzzed round the blue vase, filled with yellow roses. He felt perfectly happy.’ One might think that Oscar Wilde made a mistake – how could he have a bouquet of natural flowers in his house? How could a real bee be flying above the vase? That is impossible! Pure roses cannot be associated with Dorian, though here we can see something connected with a human. It is a smile in his portrait. It changes as it always happens to ordinary people in life.

When Dorian is alone, he begins sketching upon a piece of paper, drawing first flowers, then faces. Every face that he draws seems to have fantastic likeness to Basil Hallward. Nowadays psychologists say that sketches drawn mechanically mean a lot. Flowers signify memories or an idea you’d like to realize. 

Subsequently to decorate the house Gray orders only orchids (more than usually and no white flowers) symbolizing ‘luxury and magnificence’. He doesn’t do it himself; this work is done by his servant. The orchid is beautiful only outwardly, it has no inner secret meaning, just like Dorian Gray.  No flowers that signify human feelings or character are mentioned, as Dorian is spiritually dead. 

In the book, that Henry sends to Dorian there are metaphors, fanciful like orchids. Though Dorian thinks that the book is ‘poisonous’, he is fascinated by it. The orchids are flowers that symbolize no emotion. Though the book is written by a professional writer, it has no positive sense. It couldn’t teach anything, but Dorian has been obsessed by the novel for years and we can say that nothing has changed for him as well as his attitude to life and people.

Dorian becomes a master of balls. His parties, organized with the help of Henry Wotton, are famous for double-checked list of guests and delicate serving. There are always exotic flowers on the tables. Flowers bring something fresh to the balls. They are exotic, nothing in common with Dorian; they don’t personify feelings any more – they are only element of decoration. Besides, they are not associated with Gray, flowers are for guests. 

Dorian loves looking at portraits of kings, earls and his relatives. People in these paintings, unlike Dorian in his portrait, never change. All the flowers on their rich clothes are just elements of decorations. All perverted men and women have lilies and red and white roses on their clothes, but they do not convey their meaning. Then he sees a picture of his mother, an attractive woman. Dorian says that he inherited the beauty and love for the beauty of others from her, he inherited only beauty, but not human feelings.

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN CHARACTERS

‘We became friends at once.’-says Basil about his relationships with Dorian. ‘Laughter is not at all a bad beginning for a friendship, and it is the best ending for one,’ says the young lord picking up a new daisy. This gesture means the end of friendship between Mr. Hallward and Mr. Gray. The reiteration of picking the flower that signifies pure thinking means the future total downfall of dispositions. The worst thing is the fact that is it related to Basil, a man of clear mind, filled only with love for Dorian, who is, as we know, spiritually dead. ‘Hallward shook his head’- subconsciously he doesn’t agree with Henry’s philosophy. Dorian`s degradation will start not with the collapse of his body, but with his moral lapse, that is worse. He is a person who wouldn’t try to save the sinner’s soul. First, Basil, who is sitting next to Lord Henry in the garden, will be only a passive onlooker, but then he will be a victim.
 When Harry offers him to visit the painter Basil, Gray refuses, because he’s a little ashamed of lack of contact with his friend Basil for nearly a week after having his wonderful portrait painted. Besides, Dorian is unwisely angry; he doesn’t want to meet the man who has created a majestic picture, the person in which will always be young and graceful.

 As far as Sybil is concerned, no one except her family cares about her, when she is an average theatre actress, but when the tragedy happens everyone wants to talk about it, to write in newspapers about the girl’s suicide. By the way, when Harry says about ‘wounds’ Sybil is alive, but as we know, characters in the novel are endowed with abilities to foresee problems. 

 Boys go down the street with baskets of striped tulips, yellow and red roses. Dorian is fascinated and watches them moving, but he doesn’t buy flowers, as he isn’t able to buy Sibyl he wants; he doesn’t touch them as he isn’t able to feel Sibyl now.

His portrait isn’t stainless any more. When Dorian approaches it, he sees something he didn`t see before, the smile got cruel and that was his mistake, Dorian remained the same, his portrait changed according to the sins, he had committed. Gray realizes that his every sin will be reflected in the picture so the best thing to do is to marry Sibyl. To marry not because she is ready to do everything he wants, but not to make the portrait become uglier. ‘How horrible!’ – That is what he thinks about his future marriage. Yesterday he was ready to love Sibyl Vane till the dying day, but today he is disgusted even at the idea of being together with her. Dorian Gray is infinitesimal; all his emotions and fears seem ridiculous and miserable.

Dorian and Henry go to the country. The only plant there is associated with a country girl Hattie. To show how beautiful she is the author sets her in an apple-orchard to emphasize her beauty. Usually people become kinder and more attractive when they are among flowers and trees in the countryside.  When Dorian leaves the girl, Henry laughs and expresses a mean idea that she might be lying at the river bottom with water- lilies around her.

Soon Dorian Gray confesses that he killed Basil Hallward, but Harry refuses to believe him. He believes that Basil has been killed by a poor man and now he is lying in the river with plants in his hair. The fate of the people, who loved Dorian is the same – to be deserted by Gray and come to a bad end.

INCREASE IN MEANING

Sometimes some phrases are repeated twice or more times. ‘The painter went on with his work. <...> In the sunshine the dust danced and was golden. The rich smell of the roses filled the air.’ Roses are mentioned again and not without reason. Basil has just finished his masterpiece, the picture of Dorian Gray, which will change his and other people’s life radically. It is doomed to become the Devil’s trick, but now it is a piece of art created with the help of God.

The death of Dorian Gray is emphasized many times, just with flowers. It is done to prove that he isn’t the same as he used to be, when he was a close friend of Basil and didn’t contact with Lord Henry Wotton so often.

Flowers are not mentioned in the chapter, where Sibyl’s brother is killed. While he is dead, Dorian is alive. But is he really alive? Yes, as a human he is, but as a personality he isn’t. His mind has already been dead for a dozen of years. 

FUTURE ACTIONS

 The first chapter introduces the life stories of the main characters, and shows how they change throughout the novel.

When the young lord asks Basil to introduce him to Dorian, Hallward ‘got up from the seat, and walked up and down the garden.’ Evidently, the painter feels that this acquaintance will do no good. That makes Basil ‘saint’ – he is free of sins and wants to prevent the possible trouble.

When Dorian begins a conversation with Lord Henry, he holds a lilac branch in his hand, and subsequently, captivated by Henry`s reasoning that youth is of great value, drops it that is equivalent to injured innocence. A bee is spinning around the flower, but soon it flies to bindweed, to a flower that signifies levity, dissoluteness and simplicity of ideas. This is what he chooses. Thus, the motive of the loss of Dorian’s soul is emphasized.

 Before Dorian leaves Sibyl, everything in the theatre seems unnatural and annoying – it is too crowded, the heat is terribly oppressive, the youths have taken off their coats and hung them over the side; women with shrill voices are laughing. If everything starts badly, nothing can go right. 

When Sibyl Vane dies, Dorian wishes to sow poppies in the garden as poppies embody memories or a dream. The poppy is the emblem of Hypnoses, the ancient Greek god of a dream. In Christianity the poppy personifies the sufferings of Christ. Undoubtedly, these flowers symbolize the innocence of Sibyl, there is a hope that Sibyl`s death might somehow change Dorian’s life.

Dorian decides to understand the origin of life. He takes up chemistry and biology. He wants to understand the difference between the soul and physical conditions and how they are connected. He knows that both physical and spiritual life have innermost secrets, so he decides to study the influence of perfumes on people. Dorian finds out, that the smell of violets reminds him of unrequited love and he doesn’t know why. The violet signifies modesty, humility and in Greek myths, it grew from the blood of god Attis. Senseless Dorian can’t understand that violets bring about his memories about Sibyl Vane. Since this time he has studied flowers only as plants, as he wants to understand their meaning with the help of physical laws, but nobody can do it without the human factor. Everyone sees different meanings in different flowers, they reflect our subjective attitude. Evidently, Oscar Wilde wants to give us an idea that we should not look at everything only as scientists. We mustn’t forget our past either, everything is important. If we forget about it, it will be harder to understand the present or future.

As Dorian grows older, he is obsessed with religion and especially with the ceremonies and clothes that are worn by monks and bishops. He buys himself a priest’s robes, richly decorated with lilies and tulips but Dorian never puts it on. Robes signify purity and god worship, but Dorian sold his soul to Devil in order to be always young, and Lord Henry is a tempter, who directs the young man nowhere.

NARRATOR’S OPINION

The author puts many of his thoughts into the mouth of an aesthete Henry Wotton. Though cynical Wotton is definitely a negative personage, we can’t say that his speech is deprived of sense. Oscar Wilde endowed him with an ability to think and many ideas about the position of man in life and the necessity to change the system are expressed by Henry. We know that the main characters of the novel think that allure as well as the beauty of nature might be the greatest values. One of the ideas is that if something doesn’t kill you it makes you stronger. Whatever happens, you should never give in. Maybe somebody suffers for your life much more you do now, these are people we should appreciate. Usually these are our mothers. They are ready to do everything we want and need without demanding anything back. Another thought is the fact that people become more beautiful when they have the past. Every wrinkle or lackluster eyes possess special charm. Face without any emotion is not interesting and sometimes looks frightening, because it’s hard to converse with a person, looking at whose impenetrable face you can not understand what he’s thinking about.

‘He is some brainless creature who should be always here in winter when we have no flowers to look at’. Life is impossible without beauty, and according to Lord Henry, flowers are above all – they were the best, the most beautiful creations in the world we live in.

‘The rich smell of the roses filled the air’. The same phrase is repeated twice, to stress the narrator’s thought how pure Mr. Gray is. With the perfect mind, the perfect body, the perfect attitude to everything.

‘Lily is the flower of kings of France’ - this is the author’s attitude. The lily appears for the first time in the chapter when Sibyl Vane turns out to be an average poor actress. In spite of the fact, that due to Oscar Wilde, Sibyl Vane has a low social status, still she is rich. Riches are the things you possess, but even they can be different. Many people think that prosperous ones are those who live in giant palaces and wear expensive clothes; but others consider themselves rich because they have a family and good moral values. Sibyl has little money but she isn’t upset.  She is rich in admirable personal qualities: kindness, honesty and fidelity that distinguish her from others. 

An author unlike readers can choose a hero’s destiny, that shows his position, and we need to get a moral lesson from his choice. Of course, in some situations, we think differently and can’t agree. 

The death of Dorian Gray seems to be a natural end. The world cannot bear the person, who committed such terrible crimes. The dead hero is shown aesthetically unacceptable. That means that aesthete Wilde doesn’t think the crimes committed by Dorian can be forgiven, the author considers them to be awful.

The person, found by servants on the floor is so ugly, that people cannot recognize him. They find identify him because of the rings on his fingers. The difference between hypocritical Dorian at parties and the real one in the picture is emphasized by incomprehension of people who see Dorian’s changes in appearance. It is unbelievable that age should make anybody so unpleasant to look at. Everything we do somehow leaves a mark on our faces, or mimics, and Dorian in the picture isn’t an exception. All his crimes are finally seen on his dead countenance. The general reason for Dorian Gray’s crimes is absolute immorality. Gray’s soul comes to us in the end, and as we can judge, it is very ugly.

It is impossible that one should hide the truth from people, and that is Dorian’s mistake. He manages to keep his secrets about the portrait and his crimes from public but can’t hide them from himself. 

CONCLUSION

To read a book once means just to understand the plot. To read it for the 3rd time means to understand the beauty of the author’s style. To examine every paragraph means to understand the idea of the book.

 Symbols in literature in general and in ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ in particular are of great importance. Without symbols the novel would lose its charm. They are used not only to decorate the narration, but also to convey some significant idea. We can find hundreds of little hints in this literary work; some of them are obvious, others need a scholarly approach.

Reading a book with elements of symbolism is interesting for everybody. For common readers the book becomes more interesting because of the details, as you understand that the first impression is usually wrong and you want to comprehend everything.

 The author made flowers the important element in ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’. In this book flowers convey some messages as well as in real life all emotions can be conveyed through flowers. This is why humans have attached symbolic meaning to flowers since the dawn of civilization. In literature flowers have as many functions as you can imagine – to express one’s opinion, to show how good or bad a person is, to predict the future etc. Sometimes the author ‘changes’ the meaning of flowers to make us laugh or to show a hero’s downfall. Because of this everything, all the details are worth examining.
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SUPPLEMENT

TABLES

COMPARISON BETWEEN TWO HEROINES

	
	Victoria Wotton
	Sibyl Vane

	Social status
	Aristocrat
	Ruined noblewoman

	Family
	Aunts

Husband Lord Henry Wotton
	Mother

Brother

	Profession 
	-
	An actress in a small theatre

	Activities
	Moves in affluent society
	Works as an actress in order to earn money

	The ones they love
	 doesn’t love her husband

 is always in love with somebody
	 loves her family

is obsessed by Dorian 

	Others` opinion of them
	Henry to Dorian ‘Never marry a woman with straw-coloured hair’ – ‘they are so sentimental’

Dorian : ‘She was a curious woman’
	Dorian: ‘How I worship her!’

Mother: ‘Foolish child! Foolish child!’

Brother: ‘Sibyl, you are mad about him.’ 

	Flowers associated with them
	Tulip

Forget-me-not
	Tulip

Rose

	Their fate
	 divorces with Henry
	 commits suicide


 MEANINGS OF FLOWERS

	Flower
	meaning in mythology
	meaning in ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’

	Rose
	love, pureness, beauty, passion, unity of soul
	innocence of young Dorian Gray

pureness of Sibyl Vane

	lilac
	beauty and virginity
	blameless Dorian Gray’s thoughts

	daisy
	pureness, innocence
	change of Dorian Gray’s clear mind

	orchid
	luxury and magnificence
	Dorian Gray’s denial of moral values

	forget-me-not
	memory and fidelity
	Unhappy life of Victoria Wotton

	tulip
	pure love and pride
	Sibyl Vane’s devotion to Dorian Gray

James Vane’s protection of Sybil’s honour

	lily
	revival, immortality, and innocence
	physical and spiritual beauty of Sibyl Vane

	narcissus
	selfishness, egoism

early death, shy love
	Dorian Gray’s recklessness,

murder of Basil Hallward

	violet
	modesty, humility
	Dorian Gray’s repentance for Sibyl Vane’s death

	lotus
	life and death
	comparison of innocent Dorian Gray with impertinent Dorian after murders

	poppy
	memories
	Innocence of Sibyl Vane


BIOGRAPHY OF OSCAR WILDE

Oscar Wilde’s rich and dramatic portrayals of the human condition came during the height of the Victorian Era that swept through London in the late 19th century. At a time when all citizens of Britain were finally able to embrace literature the wealthy and educated could only once afford, Wilde wrote many short stories, plays and poems that continue to inspire millions around the world.

Wildes’ first child, William "Willie" Charles Kingsbury, was born on September 26, 1852 and their second, Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie, on October 16, 1854. The daughter she had longed for, Isola Emily Francesca, was delivered on April 2, 1857. Ten years later, however, Emily died from a sudden fever. Oscar was profoundly affected by the loss of his sister, and for his lifetime he carried a lock of her hair sealed in a decorated envelope.

Oscar attended the Portora Royal School at Enniskillen, where Oscar excelled at studying the classics, taking top prize his last two years, and also earning a second prize in drawing. In 1871, Oscar was awarded the Royal School Scholarship to attend Trinity College in Dublin. In 1874, Oscar crowned his successes at Trinity with two final achievements. He won the college's Berkeley Gold Medal for Greek and was awarded a Demyship scholarship to Magdalen College in Oxford. After graduation, Oscar moved to London to live with his friend Frank Miles, a popular high society portrait painter. In 1881, he published his first collection of poetry. “Poems” received mixed reviews by critics, but helped to move Oscar's writing career along.

In December 1881, Oscar sailed for New York to travel across the United States and deliver a series of lectures on aesthetics. The 50-lecture tour was originally scheduled to last four months, but stretched to nearly a year, with over 140 lectures given in 260 days. He also arranged for his play, “Vera,” to be staged in New York the following year. When he returned from America, Oscar spent three months in Paris writing a blank-verse tragedy that had been commissioned by the actress Mary Anderson. 


On May 29, 1884, Oscar married Constance Lloyd. She was well-read, spoke several European languages and had an outspoken, independent mind. With a family to support, Oscar accepted a job revitalizing the Woman's World magazine, where he worked from 1887-1889. The next six years were to become the most creative period of his life. His first and only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray, was published in an American magazine in 1890 to a storm of critical protest. He expanded the story and had it published in book form the following year. Oscar's first play, “Lady Windermere's Fan,” opened in February 1892. Its financial and critical success prompted him to continue to write for the theater. His subsequent plays included “A Woman of No Importance” (1893), “An Ideal Husband” (1895), and “The Importance of Being Earnest” (1895). These plays were all highly acclaimed and firmly established Oscar as a playwright.
Numerous books and articles have been written on Oscar Wilde, reflecting on the life and contributions of this unconventional author since his death over a hundred years ago. A celebrity in his own time, Wilde’s indelible influence will remain as strong as ever and keep audiences captivated in perpetuity.
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