Particularities of informal subculture of youth associations and its role in historical 

dynamics

Characterizing that or other society, we speak of determined level of its development, development of the creativities and abilities of its members, finding its expression in types and the forms of organizations in lives and activity of the people, as well as in created by them material and spiritual value.

Thereby, we speak of cultural society as collection of the achievements of the members of this society in production, public and spiritual life.

Each society has certain collection of cultural samples, which are taken and divided by all members of a society.

At the same time culture of any society lumpy since there exists the nation miscellaneous of nationalities, of different social groups and subgroups, beside which there are their own valuable  traditions and its understanding of the social rates. Such cultural group accepted the name of subculture. The concept “subculture” has appeared in western literature in 1960, having reflected a liberal estimation early hippies and beatniks. The word belongs to the American sociologist Theodore Rozzak, which has tried to unit various spiritual influences directed against prevailing culture, in a certain rather complete phenomenon – subculture. Who such hippies, now more or less is known. As to the broken generation, Jack Keruak,  was the first writer, which has formulated new spiritual values of youth. 

The other version of subculture is a notion, which possible to consider as: the collection of some negatively interpreted rates and valuables of the traditional culture, functioning as cultures of determined social layer; the special form of organizations of people (most often youth), autonomous formation in inwardly dominating cultures, defining style of lives and thinking of its carriers, differing their own customs, rates, complex of valuables and even institute; transformed by professional thinking system of valuables of the traditional culture, got original worldwide coloration.

In sociology under subculture is accepted the understanding of the system of valuables and rates, installation, ways of the behavior, styles of determined social group, differing from dominating in society culture though and in accordance with it.

One more notion exists in scientific literature: architecture i.e. collection of received cultural samples of a given social group, which opposite from examples of dominant or general culture valuables and norms. Different subcultures are distinguished: ethnic, religious, class, youth and others.

If we take as object of the study such social group, as youth, the more identical will be the use of the notion youth subculture.

In pedagogical aspect youth subculture may be explained from positions of the appearance, shaping and operating the informal youth associations, work of the teacher and specialists of their group of support.

Under informal associations is accepted to understand the social associations of different categories of peoples, the difference of which the spontaneous forming system of the internal social relationships, rates, action, as a product of non institutional organizations, but result of amateur performances.

Exactly with position of given understanding the informal association of 70-80е years in scientific literature often was used as synonym of notion amateur association.

What are the main features of youth subculture? It is main typical particularity isolation, often diversionary, from cultural valuables of the senior generations, national traditions. A negative nature has in mass consciousness perception of youth subculture often. On this background youth subculture with its own specific ideals, the mode, language, art all more often are falsely valued as anticulture.

Other typical particularity of modern youth subculture is a prevalence of the consumption on creative activity. This is a more negative particularity since on-persisting joining to cultural value occurs in active independent creative activity only.

The Third typical particularity of youth subculture is vanguard, aspiration in future, often extreme. Often these features are absence of the serious foundation of historical and cultural traditions.

The new trends in youth ambience of understanding the culture appeared in youth sphere.

Acknowledging of objective existence of historian-cultural valuables, national cultural tradition, youth, however, does not show the activities in their mastering, considering this problem not main, not having practical value in real social-political and historical contest, spares more attention to image of technology, not having deep cultural roots. The Culture is substituted by etiquette, contest and by form.

Informal youth motion exists as natural, not operated by state process, separate and withstanding existing social situation. Origin and existence of this phenomenon are not reduced to particularity of the age psychology only, it is connected with group of objective reasons.

Informal youth motion discrete and can consist of several informal youth groups, a part of groups can unite in groups, wings, currents, motion.

The Separate informal groups, actively interacting with each other, form the group, which can become the kernel of the informal youth motion. Informal youth motion usually lead the leaders, but informal youth groups often lead the authorities, in majority they are young people with sign of Napoleon.

The Conditions of lives as a whole create the premises for organization of youth in more or less large groups, motion, associations, being uniting factor, forming collective consciousness, collective responsibility and general notions of social-cultural valuables.

The results of our studies show, the main reason of the arising of the informal youth groups is a breach of the process of adapting of young people in surrounding social ambience. Fact of the appearance of these groups Itself is a natural process since at juvenile age increased the need for contact with peer, the opinion which young people prone to heed more, than to the adult opinion. The Problem is in the fact that adapted to social encirclement child chooses social approved group peer for asocial self-realization. The Majority of the young people unite in groups of the different asocial direction. Questioning of 480 pupils of senior years has allowed to select the following reasons, which spur their fall into that or other informal youth group: need for friends; longing to get to know unusual, including modern west art; poor progress at school and estranging from school group; absence of the interest to that or, inactivity, indifference to training; need for emotional impressions; absence of the individual approach at school the delay in mental development of separate pupils; inattention to young people and conflicts in family,  solitude, defenselessness;   originality of the impressions, got by boys in groups; possibility to show the protest against position of youth in modern condition.

The Informal associations and motion youth have the certain functions. One of the main among them is a possibility of self-realization is to say subjective realization.

Here possible to add instrumental, when group becomes the instrument for achievement conscious or thoughtless result, and compensative function, connected with absence of the personal independence and liberties in official structure though independence in informal group unreal. The Heuristic function expresses artistic-creative and moral surges of youth and is realized in socio-cultural activity. 

Questioning of pupils in senior classes have shown that negotiation, of forms leisure, proposed by society and state, they wholly satisfied its alternative, often asocial pastime: disco, fate-meetings, walk around the city or viewing adventurous, deprived of intellectual contest hit, accompaniment of music groups or athletic commands etc. The adherence of the young people to violence is formed, on the one hand, by principles of the group, on the other hand violence to child from the part of father or mother. This generates the aptitude to sowe the conflicts by power, readiness to use the different arms in fight: "To use the authority in its group, it is necessary to know how well to fight, be physically strong, equitable", consider the representatives of different informal groups, but fight happens with unacquainted young people, with members of the other groups, with classmates, with living beside. In group practically always there is person, in past convicted or returned from places of the deprivation of the liberty, which render the criminal influence upon surrounding, basically, younger participant. Thereby, sometimes informal groups, particularly formed in place of inhabitance, gradually originating, are converted in criminal youth informal associations having row specific features and typical particularities. First of all, this critical attitude and longing to negotiations or revising of traditional valuables, partial or full (sometimes hidden, sometimes diversionary) refusal of existing official ideology, negative attitude to official culture, traditional art, orientation on own ideals, lifestyle, value, typical given subculture, association or group. The Participant of this formation become the young people, turned out to be not claimed by society. These associations differ the original attribute: its ideology, lifestyle, style of the music, exterior, the form of the leisure, including place of the meeting and rest, type and type of the work, which chose for itself and consider the prestigious participants of the motion.

In psychology-pedagogical literature possibly to meet following type of youth subculture: romantic subculture (the hippie, tolkenisty with the known clause biker), hedonistic-recreational (the majors, raver, bench marks etc.), criminal (“gopniki”, “lyubery”), anarchynigilist (the punks, extremist subculture  “left” and “right” sense), which possible also name radically-restructured. Some facts from the history of the development of youth subcultures.

The first was the movement of beatnik which has arisen in 1944 – 1945, when have met together Jack Keruak, William Berrows, Allen Ginzberg. Having met, the writers began to experiment such concepts, as «friendship», new vision, new consciousness. A native land «generations broken» has appeared in California. This sociocultural range of America has given to the world after the 1st decade Jimmy Hedrinks, Jannis Joplan and psychedelic fate. California became a place of shootings of cult film mad 70 «Zabriski – point». San Francisco has turned in to a cultural capital on the Pacific coast USA. 

From the very beginning beatnics the art current was issued not so much as literary silt, and as rather aggressively, the adjusted ideological grouping is possible to say extreme, only entering again in a style – sympathy to maxism (synthesized pherede–maxism was already on the approach), to Russian October revolution (grandfather Lenin? Why also no!) and trotskism simultaneously (in one only San Francisco till now exists not less than ten trotskists( newspapers and magazines!). 

If to this to add protest against American externally politics, American public opinion and public morals and also against sacred-American image of life, it is possible to present it as tempting this looked «left» ideological mix in eyes of intellectual youth. Together with “beatnics” appeared hippies, the appearance is closely connected with groups “Beatles” . Just at that period appeared another subculture.

To them at our glance, possibly to add music (rocker, raver, reper etc.) they appeared in the second half of 90-th years and quickly developed, expanding subculture of that part of youth, which uses the different psycoactive and drug material, much closed and cruel, as well as actively introduced by West in Russia and already came in mode subculture of young homosexual.

In majority of youth subcultures appear the original relative relations. This is in some sense commune, for instance, punk, biker, skinhead or hippie - tribe, with its mystic intercoupling, subject magic, harismatic. Their symbols are possible to consider not only as aesthetic phenomena, social, psychological, but also as ethnographic way of the surviving and self-organization of the large number of the people.

Each subculture phenomenon is archaic in its organization and always postmodern in contests. This is an original play of cultural contest.

Some words about culture of hippie – one of the most ancient and strong in youth culture. The hippie were born in 60th years. Ten thousands of young people decided to love each other instead of to be at war, named themselves “children of flowers”, listened Jennies Joplin and “The Doors”. They, the first, have begun “to expand consciousness”  in all ways – from meditation to drugs. They have tried to destroy the usual values, they have announced approach of new era – Era of Love. 

Young men and girls of an unusual kind and behavior have appeared in towns and villages of the West: dressed in old clothes with coloured pictures, they silently sat in the squares and streets, played on guitars and read poems. Beatles were their hymn, Beatles(s “All you need is love” – the motto. They have brought certain carnival to a life. All danced and sang new pop-rock-music. They also named unusually: hippie. “We want to tell a society – you not pigs but flowers Flower power!” Children of flower appearing in streets of your towns “Be tolerable to us as well as we are tolerable to you. Don’t reject another color of a skin or shirts another singing. Listen to what they tell you tell yourselves we will listen to you! Make Love not War! The love is freedom! All people – flowers! – spoke hippie New youth has forced other rich men to doubt the values of money world”.

In all countries of the West the phenomenon was developed, now refers to hippies style – “style of hippie”. T-shirts with inscriptions and pictures – gigantic business. “Movement” turned into “style”, the figure hippie began one of traditional figures of American society together with cowboys and a sheriff.

Hippie’s ideas are alive and now. Always there are light persons for whom the flower philosophy is better than aggression of punks. No hippie is famous with the softness and inagrassion. Still now they go on cities and villages proclaiming love and kindness irritate inhabitants by the appearance and unwillingness to work. As usual bell of their hand bells speaks about romantics children – flowers try unfreeze ice of human estrangement.     

Skinhead – is the other youth movement, which has various grouping frequently are under influence of various ideologies. Movement skinhead had appeared in 1960 in England among working youth. The name went from a habit to shave heads, that in fight it has impossible to seize for a hair. There are two large wings: boneheads, antifascists. Boneheads in Russia have appeared at the end of 1980. At the beginning of 1990 the movement began to grow basically in the large cities such as Moscow, St.Petersburg. The attacks on the people with not by the European appearance. Grouping bonehead as a rule very much rallied organisation of joint hooligan attacks.

The antifascists is the left wing of skinheads. They struggle against the oppression of the women and prosecution of sex minority. Their activity is directed frequently against of domination of national corporations, participation in the radical ecological actions. They act against amplification use of the workers, cruelty of police and prisons.

Later on in 1970 one more subculture – punks appeared in Britain as a reaction to the glamour of the pop star world of the 1960. Punks, like the Skinheads are regressive, but inactive and politically indifferent. 

But the punk culture is constantly improved: even, for example, if to take the group which is popular nowadays “The King and the Fool”. In this group all singers have higher education, it speaks a lot. There are many errors concerning who such punk, what is his purpose in life, concerning partners. Attention! To sit in a disposal dump, to spit on every thing for years not to be washed not cleaning the clothes. It’s not – the punk! It is an ordinary teenage maximalism or simply illness. 

Some years later new subculture surprised the world – Goth. 

You saw them hundreds time. A long hair of black colour, heavy gloomy make up, light, as a paper, leather skin sorrow in eyes. They can be guys, can be girls, sometimes they are accepted for the vagrant actors, but they not one and the others. Their name is simple, - GOTHS.

 The first Goth have appeared more than twenty years back on last wave of the punk. They had huge irokeses, fragmentary jeans and completely new approach to life. As their early colleagues the new punks listened to depressive music, aspired to oppose itself to a society (community), and struggled for individuality of the person. Together with new philosophy the image varied; the clothes became absolutely black (as the protests against bright paints of the pop – world), music has plunged into absolute depression, and the aura of mystery has amplified  at the expense of mystical elements. If the first Gothic collectives only used a new aesthetics, playing completely other music, in some years Goths became an independent direction. 

It is strange, but if thing a little, each of us can be Goth. See at yourself. If you are close, often are in depression, melancholy is your eternal companion, and your soul hurts very much, you are almost ready Goth.

And in general, Goth are the very strange people. They are on special perceive of reality, combining in themselves nice feeling perfect love to mysticism and to the other supernatural phenomena. On the whole a certain “dark” of everything turns out, that it surrounds you. Except for music, the special role in Goth culture play cinema and literature. Among films the special honour is played to black – and – white horrors about Nospheratu and column Dracula. In literature the subjects are especially allocated with vampires. The admirers of this genre up to holes read products by the writer Ann Ruce. Her most known novel “The interview with Vampire” was screened, where the main vampires are played by the Hollywood stars Tom Criuse and Brad Pitt.

In the West with Gothic culture is clear: there are hundreds sights, the monthly magazines are issued out and even the appropriate clubs work, but as for us everything just begins. In Moscow Gothic parties practically are weekly arranged, and favourite places of the taxes "Moscow is ready" – clean ponds and Vedenskoye cemetery. Instead of, having taken a walk among tombs to receive a certain calmness and pacification, it is necessary to collide with mad quantity of underaged Goths. Moreover, some especially patient representatives at the meeting overturn tombs and write any delirium on tomb plates.

In our work we studied the problem of an existing different youth associations, the reasons of their appearance. We characterized different subcultures and found the roofs of its background.

The problem of youth associations is very acute nowdays because it touches upon serious problems not only of the young generation, but of the whole society. 

We think that this work is worth learning in senior classes.

This work is devoted to the problem of particularities of informal subcultures there you can find different definitions of the word, subculture; the division of subcultures, the history of background of different subcultures, characteristic features of such subcultures as: goth, hippie, beatnics, skinheads, punks. This work can be recommended to those teachers, which use at their lessons the textbook “English – 10-11” by Kuzovlev and Lapa.  

