City of Pride, Affection, Pain, Expectation...
(Yuri Gladish)

Yuri Gladish has so called our native city Norilsk. It was founded in 1935 thanks to greatest injustice and pain of our century. “Not happy songs met its first settlers, but barking of watchdogs and shouts of sentries. Former engineers, scientists, military leaders, writers and politicians were to work with miner’s hack and crow here. This city somehow managed to melt the tragedy of its origin, endured it and has been born once more.”(Gladish) Later the political prisoners were stepped by coming enthusiasts. 7000 volunteers came from Moscow and Leningrad in 1956. All of them built the town and the Kombinat. 

The city of Norilsk has been built on Taimir in Soviet times. People call it the pearl of the Arctic. The town, built in record time, has many blocks of modern high-rise housing, stores. The city is still growing.  

Norilsk is an industrial centre, centre of non-ferrous metallurgical industry. Now it has a population of 243000. Settlements near Norilsk, towns like Talnakh and Kaerkan, Oganer turned into its satellites. Miners live in Talnakh, ironworkers live in Kaerkan and Oganer. If people want to say about this combination of Norilsk, Talnakh, Kaerkan and Oganer, they say “Greater Norilsk”. If they say “industrial district of Norilsk” they mean not only Norilsk but also the settlement of Snezhnogorsk with its hydroelectric power station situated on the Hantaika river. This industrial district of Norilsk also includes the settlement of Svetlogosk on the Kureika river where another hydroelectric power station was built, as well as gas enterprises located on the Yenisei river in the Messayahsk. And “Salyoninsk”gas deposits and Dudinka. 

You will find all one may need to live in our city: avenues and squares, shops, restaurants and cafes. There are 47 schools, several technical secondary schools, vocational schools, one institute, two main newspapers “Zapolyarnaya Pravda” and “Zapolyarny Vestnik” and several others less important. Similar situation exists at local TV, which broadcasts programs of Norilsk TV studio and TV companies, such as “Chanel-7”, “Severny Gorod”. Our drama theatre after V. Mayakovsky is widely known thousands kilometers from the Polar region. Our Honoured artists V. Onika, N. Valenskaya, I. Afanaseva, V.Reshetnikov are dear to the hearts of theatre goers. 

Every citizen of our city has great possibilities to develop his talent and abilities. There are hundreds of amateur art groups, sport clubs in Norilsk and its regions. The most popular art groups are “School Years”, “Terpsirhora”, “Metelitsa”, “Yunost Zapolyaria”, “Song Writer's Club”. We have such sport clubs as “Severny Olen”, “Zapolyarnik”, tourist's club and the club of the lovers of mountaineering. There is a Palace of sport "Arctica", a stadium, some skating-rinks, a swimming-pool, several gymnasiums in our city.

We can also visit our Art Gallery, and if you are interested in literature you can go to any library or be present at the sitting of the Literary Society, which united northern writes and poets. The most famous writes and poets of our region are Y.Bariev, O.Vashchenov, S.Luzan, A.Kravets, G.Letyagina, El.Yagumova. And if you want to know something about the history of our region, you must go to the Museum of Regional Studies. You can find there a lot of interesting materials about Taimir, Norilsk Nickel Joint Stock Company and you can see many exhibitions, which are organized by the museum workers.

There are some monuments in our city too. On the 9th of May many people come to the Monument of the Fallen in the Great Patriotic War. We have the monument to honor the victims of repressions, it stands on the mountain. There are monuments to Lenin and to Zavenyagin. There is no monument to the first builders of Norilsk but a big stone opposite the administrative building of Norilsk Mining Company reminds us about them. And we believe that sometimes we will have the real monument at this place. 

