The Weather of Taimir.

To live and work in severe climatic conditions is not easy. Taimir is one of the coldest spots in the Far North, due to the close proximity of the Arctic Ocean. Winter lasts eight-nine months of the year. The Sun leaves the horizon and the long polar night descends over the peninsula. Darkness is broken only by the short rose glow on the horizon and the Aurora borealis. The winter frosts are severe reaching to -50° C. But cold blizzard days are the worse - the chaotic fury of the wind and snow is totally blinding and impenetrable. 

At the end of September the tundra is snow-bound. The snows will remain until May. The Sun moves closer and closer to the horizon and in November the polar night begins. The frosts become more severe and blizzards are more common. The strong winds blow the snow off the highlands and open areas. But where it collects, in the ravines and in the bush, it becomes firm enough to bear the weight of a man. Frosts, strong winds and blizzards make the climate of Tairuir very severe. When it is very cold, children do not go to school, they stay at home. 

Spring comes late to Taimir, to awaken nature that has been dormant during the long winter frosts. The temperatures are still way bellow zero and blizzards rage when the Arctic day arrives and the Sun stops setting bellow the horizon. It comes to Severnaya Zemlia in April and to Norilsk and Dudinka in May. 

This is a wonderful time. 

The warm round-the-clock rays of the Sun bring Taimir to life. When at the end of May the snow melts in spots herring gulls, rough-legged hawks and falcons appear. The silence of the plains is pierced by the cries of partridge. This is the time of play for the arctic hare. All fur animals begin to change their winter coats for light spring ones.

After the snow melts under the warm rays of the Sun and the Spring waters subside the short arctic summer begins. On Severnaya Zemlia there is practically no summer, and the same is true on cape Cheluskin. But in the region of Dixon it lasts for four weeks and south of it -- two months. 

The warm rays of the Sun are hungrily absorbed by the tundra plains. In this very short warm period plants grow acti​vely, covering the tundra with many bright colors.

Autumn colors appear in the tundra in the second half of August. Bright colors are everywhere. Cloudberries, blueberries are ripe and there is a multitude of mushrooms. Nature is very generous with its gifts. 

The day grows shorter and quickly the tundra becomes colder and fogs are common. 

The north cold winds cut short the life in the tundra. The colors become dull, the grass dries and leaves begin to fall. This is the time of the first snows. And the tundra again turns white.
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