The History of Taimir.

The history of Taimir’s exploration is a very interesting one. Mane legendary and tragic events are connected with the explorers and conquerors of the North. Since olden days the rich natural resources of the North have attracted the courageous Russians. According to ancient chronicles and other documents, the first Eastern Slavs set foot on the European North in the 6-th century. Beginning from the 16-th century, being guided only by the North Star, the Russians from Moscow, Archangelsk, Toula and Tver have started to settle the banks of the Yenisei and Pjasina rivers. They founded settlements and winter lodges. But the first explorers were not interested in ore resources. They came for “soft goods”-sable, silver fox, polar fox.

The first Russian explorers came to Taimir in the beginning of the 17-th century. They came in quest of furs. From a detailed study of the household items found on the spots of ancient camp-sites on the shore, one can surmise that it was also in this period that valiant sailors rounded the far off peninsula. In 1667, a settlement sprang up in the lower reaches of the Yenisei river. It was called Dudinka. It has grown and has, by the present, become the capital of the Taimir National District.

The Great Northern Expedition took place in the 18-th century. Among its members were Vasili Pronchischev, Khariton and Dmitry Laptev, Semyon Cheluskin and Fyodor Minin. They were the first to make a detailed study of Taimyr's coastline. On May 9th, 1742, Cheluskin reached by land the Taimir's northernmost point - a cape that could not be reached by sea. This cape now has his name. 

A century later Taimir was explored by the Russian scientist Middendorf, who wrote a study of the nature of this land and about the life of its population. The first publication on Norilsk coals (1860) also belongs to him. Later on Taimir's coastline was explored by other Arctic pioneers - Nordensheld, Toll, and Nansen. In 1913 members of the Hydrographic Expedition, lead by the talented Russian navigator, B.A.Vilkitsky, discovered the uninhabited Severnaya Zemlia.

In 1918 the famous Arctic explorer Amundsen spent the winter near the Taimir coast. But the most detailed study of the peninsula was made by Nikifor Begichev.
The year 1919 witnessed a new stage in the development of the right bank of the Yenisei River, a group of geologists with professor N.N.Urvantsev at the head started their researches in Norilsk region. The discovery of basic mineral resources deposits later constituted the mineral resources base for Norilsk Kombinat.
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