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INTRODUCTION

We live in a fantastic colourful world. Everything around us has its own magnificent colour. It’s impossible to imagine our life without the variety of colours. It is also quite difficult to give the exact definition of the word colour. The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English explains it by giving examples: ‘1 A COLOUR [C] red, blue, yellow, green, brown, purple etc’. The Oxford Student’s Dictionary of Current English provides the following definition: ‘1 [U] sensation produced in the eye by rays of decomposed light: There isn’t enough ~ in the picture; [C] effect produced by a ray of light of a particular wavelength, or by a mixture of these: Red, blue and yellow are ~ s.’ 
All colours can be divided into two groups – “warm” colours and “cold” colours. For example, yellow, pink, green are “warm”, while black, blue, purple belong to the “cold” group. This fact can explain the role of colours in our life. Besides, there are so-called main colours and their hues. Hardly anybody knows how the main colours got their names. But the derivation of the hues seems to be interesting to explore. 


COLOURS AND THEIR NAMES

Turquoise, jade and emerald are stones often used to make jewellery. According to their colours these names are given to the following hues: a greenish-blue colour is called turquoise, jade means light green and when something is bright green we can say it is emerald. 


Some plants give their names to the similar colours, too.  Lime, a yellow-green colour, derives its name from a tree with pleasant-smelling yellow flowers. A deep yellowish green colour is called olive. It is the name of a tree grown in Mediterranean countries that has small bitter egg-shaped fruits, usually black or green. Rose is associated with beautiful roses. Lilac, a pale purple colour, comes from a small tree with pale purple or white flowers. 

Different kinds of fruits, especially those of an orange or yellow colour, are widely used. We know such colours as apricot, lemon, peach, tangerine etc. Also, the origin of the following names is, without question, quite clear: coffee, cream, mustard, burgundy.


One more way of word formation should be mentioned. It is noun + adjective. The names of colours formed like that are sky-blue, navy blue, bottle green.


On the other hand colours help to name different animals and plants. The blackberry is the black or purple fruit of a type of bramble. The blackbird is a common European or American bird. The bluebird is a small bird that lives in North America. The blueberry is the small blue fruit of a bushy plant. The green bean is a long thin green vegetable which is picked before the beans inside it grow. The greyhound is a type of a thin dog that can run very fast and is used in races. The red admiral is a type of butterfly that has black wings with bright red marks on them. The redwood is a very tall tree that grows in California. The white-tailed deer is a common North American deer with a long tail that is partly white. The yellowhammer is a small European bird with a yellow head.


COLOURS, PEOPLE’S FEELINGS AND CHARACTER

From the very beginning people believed in the magic power of colours. Astrologists and psychologists suppose that colours have a great influence on people. Colour therapists can help to understand the connection between our feelings and colours we wear. People’s preferences for one colour or another can tell about their character.


People who like red are strong in character, courageous and domineering. They always know what they want. They like to be noticed. Red is a happy colour for Aries. Wear red if you’re low on energy or feel cold. You can feel warmer simply by visualising this colour. 

Orange is a very energetic colour. People who are attracted to orange are people who love life. They are good at organising people and their room is always clean. Orange improves mood. It’s good if you are feeling depressed or lonely. All you need is an orange scarf or a pair of socks, and you may feel the benefits straight away. This colour is for cheerful people. It is a happy colour for Leos. 


People whose favourite colour is yellow are open and always ready to help. Sometimes they talk too much, but everybody listens to them. They are the good fun at parties and very good friends. 


Green is a good colour if you are feeling adventurous and optimistic. You wear this when you’re happy with yourself and feel confident. People who like green are clever and calm. Green is considered to be happy for Virgos.

Blue has a good calming effect on people. You can help prevent nightmares by visualising blue, and it’s a good colour to wear if you are feeling frightened. People who like blue are very talented. They love art, music and literature. Blue is believed to be a lucky colour for Libras. 


 Violet is a very strong, creative colour. Leonardo da Vinci used it to meditate, and Beethoven had violet curtains. It’s a good colour to wear when you’re feeling inspired. Violet is a talisman for active, energetic and successful people. Violet makes Pisces happy. My birth sign is Sagittarius, but my favourite colour is violet. I think it matches my character. I am an active and energetic person. My hobby is painting. I attend art school. I’ve painted a lot of pictures and there is something violet in all of them. I use different hues of this colour. I believe violet makes my pictures more beautiful. 


Brown is for people who have found themselves. They are reliable and successful. They keep traditions and love their family.

People who prefer white are punctual and clean. They don’t like noisy parties, but they are good friends. White is an ideal colour, it is also the colour of dream. Those who love white are honest. White is said to bring luck for Gemini.

People who wear grey are reasonable. Their motto is ‘Think before you leap’. They are unsociable and rarely trust anybody. Grey is regarded as a neutral colour that helps to control emotions. 

Pink is a colour of life and love. People who like pink are kind, friendly and warm. They are also good leaders.

Black is liked by uncertain people. They are unlucky, because they don’t doubt that their ideals are unattainable. If people wear black, it might mean they need emotional support. But sometimes women wear this colour to be seen as mysterious and powerful. 

CONCLUSION

There are a lot of interesting things in the magic world of colours. You can discover new facts right out of the blue. Even if you are a greenhorn, don’t try to get anything by brown-nosing. Use your grey matter to learn some colour phrases. In fact, I’m going to develop this topic in the near future.
