[image: image1.jpg]<« There are lots
of strange and
unusual animals in
Australia. Many of
them — the kangaroo,
koala, echidna, platypus
— are found nowhere
else in the world.
Probably the most
famous of them is the
kangaroo. Actually,
there are 60 kinds of
kangaroo in Australia.
The biggest one is the red
kangaroo. It can be more than 2 metres
tall and weigh 90 kg.

< There are more than
100,000 crocodiles in
the seas and rivers of
northern Australia.
Saltwater crocodiles
are the world’s largest
reptiles and are aggressive
and dangerous. Sometimes
they attack people!

» Only in Australia can
you see such unusual road
signs!

P> The eucalyptus tree once
grew only in Australia,
but has now spread all
over the world. The
name eucalyptus
was given to the
tree by one of
the scientists
who went with
Captain Cook on
his great voyage
of discovery. The
Australians call it a
gum tree. There are
700 kinds of eucalyptus
in Australia. Some of them
are so strong that they don’t die
during forest fires!






Australia is the only country in the world that is also a continent. It is the sixth large country and the smallest continent. Australia lies between the South Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. It is situated about 11000 km southwest of North America and about 8200 km southeast of mainland Asia. The name of the country comes from Latin world «australis» which means southern. The country’s official name is Commonwealth of Australia. 

The Commonwealth of Australia is a federation of states. Australia has six states – New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia. Each state has its government. Australia has two territories – the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory. The capital of the country is Canberra.

Australia is a constitutional monarchy like Great Britain. The nation is administered under written constitution. The British monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, is also queen of Australia and country’s head of state. But the queen has little power in the Australian government. She serves mainly as a symbol of long historical tie between Great Britain and Australia. Australia is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations which is an association formed by Britain and some of its former colonies.

Australia is one of the world’s developed countries. Australia has modern factories, highly productive mines and farms, and busy cities. It is the world’s leading producer of wool and bauxite. It also produces and exports large amounts of other minerals and farm goods. Income from the export enables Australians to have high standard of living. The most important trading partners of Australia are Japan and the United States.   

The Great Barrier Reef on the coast of Queensland is a garden under sea. There are 1,400 different kinds of fish, and more than 300 kinds of coral here. Tropical fruit and flowers grow on the beautiful islands. It’s not surprising that more holiday-makers come to Queensland every year.

Tasmania, the island south of Australia, is small. It is the same size as England. It is also very different from the other states. There are no deserts in Tasmania. It often rains, both in winter and summer. Only half a million people live in Tasmania, and a large part of the island is still covered with wild, beautiful wild forests. These forests are full of wonderful flowers and interesting animals.

In the Northern Territory you will find the red heart of Australia. And it really is red, with red rocks, red sand, and red skies in the evening. Every year, thousands of tourists visit Ayers Rock and a strange group of huge red stones called «the Olgas». But these places are also holy to the Aboriginals. They believe that the land itself has life.

Sydney is the best known place in New South Wales. In fact, it’s the best known place in Australia. But New South Wales has more than cities. There are, for example, the Blue Mountains. They are covered with forests of blue coloured eucalyptus trees. The air above the forests contains millions of microscopic drops of eucalyptus oil. When the sun shines, the air of Blue Mountais is a real, beautiful blue colour.

Less than a hundred years ago, there was nothing except sheep in Canberra. But then Australians decided to build a capital city. The Work began in 1913. Now, Canberra is an international city, full of diplomats and government offices. It’s a beautiful place, with parks, lakes, big open streets and fine buildings.

Australia is sometimes called «the lucky country». One reason is the wonderful riches under the earth: gold, silver, iron, coal and many precious metals. The Bass Strait, of the coast of Victoria, has been one of the country’s biggest oil fields for many years.

South Australia is the driest of all the states, but it does have the Murrey River. The river brings greenness and life to the south-east corner. In the early of Australian history, the Murrey River was South Australia’s main road. Before real roads and railways came, the river carried people and goods from the east up into the country. Some towns on the Murray still keep the old river boats, and visitors can ride them.


There are two kinds of gold in Western Australia. First, there’s real kind – the kind that comes out of the ground. Gold was found in Kalgoorlie in 1893, and the «Golden Mile» was for a time the most expensive piece of land in the world. Kalgoorlie still exports some gold, but the new gold of Western Australia is wheat. Big farms grow millions of tons of wheat every year, and wheat has become Australia’s second biggest export.


There are many animals in Australia that you cannot see anywhere else. Did you know that& of course, you did! I personally divide Australian animals into three categories: the good, the bad and the ugly. I think, it’s reasonable.


Talking of the good animals, we should mention kangaroos in the first place.


There are many different types of kangaroo. The biggest are the great grey kangaroos. They are 213 centimeters tall and can run at 56 kilometers per hour. Some run from you then stop and stare. Though we have put kangaroos in the «Good» category, farmers might disagree.


Wombats and koalas have many similarities and are probably related. Both have pockets inside their mouths to store food and neither has a tail. The number of koalas is getting smaller. This is partly because of fumes from bush fires. Rescue teams help the koalas by catching them, putting them on respirators, then returning them to their original location when they are better. Australia also has a lot of native marsupial mice that live in the desert. Many of these only come out at night.


You know, there are many animals that are «unpopular» in Australia including spiders which are dangerous. You can find these in Sydney. If they are hungry, they will attack anything that moves. They have sharp teeth and poison. Luckily, there is an antidote if you can get to hospital quickly. There have been 12 deaths since 1927.


Another animal with sharp teeth and a fatal bite is the shark. However, there are normally a lot of beach patrols and protective nets to stop these from eating you for breakfast. Other animals that that are a problem for beach lovers are jellyfish. They look like bubbles of blue bubble gum and they have a painful sting therefore people do not swim when there are many in the water. Other «unpopular» animals include dingoes. These are a cross between wolves and dogs. They are unpopular because they eat farmers’ animals.


Now what about the ugly animals& a word that people often use to describe a cane toad is ugly! Other words include fat, noisy and disgusting. They are also as big as footballs! The Queensland Government brought cane toads to Australia to eat cane beetles. Unfortunately cane toads can’t fly but cane beetles can. Now the toads are more of a problem than the beetles. Hundreds of thousands are born every year. The toads eat everything including rare Australian animals. The toads are also poisonous to eat. Animals that eat them die. Though they are unpopular animals, some people like them and keep them as pets or write songs about them.


There are a number of types of crocodiles found in northern Australia, ranging from the potentially dangerous saltwater crocodiles to smaller, more shy, harmless varieties.


They have got snakes too although fears of the poisonous types are largely exaggerated. They are generally shy creatures, only too ready to avoid trouble. The taipan and the tiger are worth keeping away from.


That is only a small selection of the creatures of the country. Others include penguins, turtles, seals and possums.


In the dry areas, you can see an amazing variety of lizards; some grow to a very hefty size.

[image: image2.jpg]Area: 7.7 million square km
Population: 20 million people
Capital: Canberra
Government: A federation of
six states and two territories.
Until 1901 Australia was a
British colony. It is still a
monarchy and Queen
Elizabeth II of Great Britain
is also Queen of Australia.
But now Australia is an
indenendent state.

National holiday: Australia Day,
January 26th (celebrates the first
settlement of Australia)
Currency: Australian dollar
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[image: image4.jpg]> Australia is an island, a continent and a country. It’s the world’s
largest island and its smallest (but oldest!) continent. And it’s the
only country that has a whole continent to itself! However, a lot of it

is empty. There are only 20 million people, and most of them live in
the eight large cities.




[image: image5.jpg]» The flat hot centre of Australia is called the
‘outback’. The outback is more than two-thirds
of Australia, but only 100,000 people live
there. Sometimes, the nearest neighbour is a
hundred kilometres away! Most children in the
outback use the Schools of the Air. The teachers
speak to them by radio, and they send them
their homework by post!




[image: image6.jpg]P> Australia is the flattest and second driest
_(after Antarctica) continent. Two-thirds of the
“land is desert. In some places it sometimes
doesn’t rain for years! The driest and hottest
place in Australia is the Simpson Desert.
Summer temperatures here can be more than
50°C. The Simpson Desert is famous for its
parallel sand dunes. They are the biggest in the
world. The most famous dune, Big Red, is 40
metres high.





 
   

[image: image7.jpg]AOne of the most beautiful things you can see in Australia is Uluru. This huge rock is 348 metres
high and 348 kilometres long, but what you see of Uluru is the tip of the iceberg. There are another
2,100 metres under the ground. Uluru is 600 million years old. The best time to see it is at the end
of the day, when its colour changes from yellow to gold, red and then purple. Uluru is a sacred

place for Australia’s native people, the Aborigines. They believe that it’s full of spirits that
created the world.




As we have already seen, Australia is a very unusual and extraordinary country. Because of its geographical position, its climate, unusual wildlife and beautiful nature, it is considered to be “a treasure house” of the world. The country is also often called “an upside-down world”. I think, there is no any other country in the world like Australia. That’s why my dream is to visit Australia some day. My life just begins, because I’m only fifteen. I believe, some day my dream to visit the “treasure house” of the world and to see all beauties and extraordinary things with my own eyes will become true.  

