Project
‘’Green London’’
(‘’The Art of Gardening’’)

     («Зелёный Лондон, Искусство садоводства»)
Introduction
We have been working at our project devoted to the art of gardening since the beginning of this year. The art of gardening has a very old tradition in England. The presented project consists of three parts.
I. The art of gardening (in general).
II. Parks and gardens of Great Britain.
III. Illustrations.
The goal of the project is to deepen and to widen the knowledge, to draw the pupils interest to the history of English gardening. We highly appreciate the work and would be glad to continue in the future. Now we would like to offer your attention   to our project.
General
At heart the English are not  really town folk like the Latin's, but country lovers, and what they like   bestir their cities are their parks and gardens and trees. The art of gardening is a very old tradition in England  influenced by Italy, France and Holland until it found its own character in the 18*   century and influenced the Continentin its turn .Briefly, English landscape   gardening refuses to violate nature by imposing geometrical designs upon it, but tries to retain its character while correcting and improving it. Thus London arrives at very different results from Paris. The French jardin, even on the scale of Versailles, continues the architecture of the house or palace, and forms one whole with it; the English idea is to preserve a piece of country and fit a house into it or even hide a house in it. The London parks are, as far as this can be achieved, pieces of country left in the midst of town but this can be achieved only because the English country is already park-like. This is their first, but by no means their only striking characteristic for London’s parks are for use, and the Londoners unrivalled in the art of using a park.
Hyde Park
Hyde Park   originally belonged to the Abbey Westminster, but at the Dissolution it was seized by Henry VIII. Some 360 acres in extent, it is the largest and the most popular of the London parks.
The south-east corner of the park, Rotten Row, reserved for horse-ridding, is on the left. Across the other side of the Row at this end is a charming spot called the  'Dell'.  The Serpentine is a fine stretch of water where bathing and boating may be indulged in.
The bridge that crosses it leads eventually to the Birds ' Sanctuary and Epstein's  grotesque sculpture of Rima, in memory of W.H.Hudson, the writer and naturalist. Some way beyond, to the north-east, near Marble Arch, is the gravelled area where   the Hyde Park orators, of all types and persuasions, declaim their various opinions for those who wish to hear, generally on Sunday afternoons, and indeed they can be witty, persuasive, and amusing. Marble Arche, modeled by Nash on the Arch of Constantine, stood originally (1828) in front of the Buckingham palace, but was re-erected on the present site in 1851. The Arch stands very near the site of the ancient Tiburon, where criminals were executed from the end of the I2l   century until 1783, when the place of execution was transferred to Newgate. A triangular tablet on the railings on the west side of Hyde Park marks the actual site of old gallows, known by the grim name of Tirubon Tree. A short bus ride or walk along the Bayswater Road will take   us along the Victoria Gate entrance to Hyde Park. Continuing along the edge of the Park we reach the fountains with the statue of Edward Jenner, the discoverer of Vaccination.
Going through to the other side of the fountains we find ourselves in Kensington Gardens, and the walk along the Long Water (northern extension of the   Serpentine) brings us shortly to Sir George Frampton 's statue of Peter Pan. Compare the Tuileries and Champs-Elysees with Hyde Park, which occupies a corresponding site. Paris created the world's finest street perspective and laid out beautiful gardens, but all you can do in them is to walk or to sit and not for one minute will you forget that you are in town. Hyde Park, enclosed by railings, is a separate world; at its gates town ceases; cars go round it, inside is peace. Hyde Park is not London's loveliest park but it is its most many-sided. It is a garden where you walk or sit on the lawns.  There is a bandstand, and there is really good music to be heard closed by.  There are huge expanses of lawn with grounds of trees, where Londoners lie or sit about and laze, and there is enough    open space for fresh air to pass over them. London does not-exept in the East End-walk in its streets for pleasure; when the Londoner has time   he goes for a walk in the park. Kensington Gardens adjoins Hyde Park so that they really from one whole, yet it is different both in aspect and in public. Kensington Gardens is an 18th century creation, laid out in straight avenues(of which the Broad Walk is the finest) like Versailles, for of course the gardens belong to the Palace. But English taste has modified their geometrical conception, and the trees are left to assume the shapes that please them and the avenues are not of gravel but of turf There is the flower-walk with its masses of color, and the Sunk Garden near the Palace, which is a little gem and as a complete it itself as a Persian garden, and the Paved Garden and fountain, overlooking the lake. There are hills and slopes, and there is the Round Pond, which is not round, where children  sail a miniature fleet.
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Th
The Sky in Hyde Park

          В Лондонском парке
Гайд-парк листвою сочною одет. Но травы в парке мягче, зеленее. И каждый из людей привносит цвет В зеленые поляны и аллеи. Вот эти люди принесли с собой Оранжевый и красный - очень яркий. А те - лиловый, желтый, голубой, -Как будто бы цветы гуляют в парке.И если бы не ветер, что волной Проходит, листья и стволы колебля, Я думал бы не парк передо мной, А полотно веселое констебля.
С. Я. Маршак
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          Hyde Park

Regent’s Park

The Regent's Park, 166 hectares (410 acres), was designed in 1811 by renowned architect John Nash and includes stunning rose gardens with more than 30,000 roses of 400 varieties. The Park is the largest outdoor sports area in London with 'The Hub' a community sports pavilion and sports pitches, nearly 100 acres available for sports fans of all abilities

The Regent's Park is the largest grass area for sports in Central London and offers a wide variety of activites, as well as an Open Air Theatre, the London Zoo and many cafes and restaurants. 

Henry VIII appropriated The Regent's Park for use as a hunting ground, which he considered to be an invigorating ride from Whitehall Palace. At that time, the only boundaries were a ditch and a rampart. Were he here today, Henry would hardly recognise the stylish gardens and sports fields that now stand in its place. 

Park Facilities

The Park boasts an open air theatre (end of May to early September), bandstands (which hold a variety of lunchtime and evening concerts), Lake-side theatre, puppet shows and London Zoo. Toilets for disabled people and nappy changing rooms are also available. 

Deckchairs are available from April to September during daylight hours, weather permitting. Known as the 'jewel in the crown' The Regent's Park (including Primrose Hill) covers 197 hectares. Like most of the other Royal Parks, Regent's Park formed part of the vast chase appropriated by Henry VIII. 

Marylebone Park, as it was known, remained a royal chase until 1646. It was John Nash, architect to the crown and friend of the Prince Regent who developed Regent's Park as we know it today. 

A vast rounded park was defined by Henry VIII, surrounded by palatial terraces, a lake, a canal, 56 planned villas (only 8 were ever built) and a second home for the prince - a summer palace, which was never built. 

The Park became the home of several organisations like the Zoological Society and the Royal Botanic Society. It wasn't until 1835, during the reign of King George IV, that the general public were actually allowed into the sections of the Park and this was only for two days of the week. 

The main development in the 20th century was the creation, in the 1930s, of Queen Mary's Gardens. Of the buildings and monuments within the park, only two villas, St John's Lodge and The Holme, remain from John Nash's original conception of the park.

An extremely wide range of sports are available in the Park including; tennis/netball courts, an athletics track, cricket, softball, rounders, football and hockey pitches, new rugby pitches which have also recently opened. In addition, there are three playgrounds for children each with an attendant, and there is boating on the main lake.

It has also recently opened a state-of-the-art building The Hub with changing facilities, spaces for exercise, and a café. We also have areas available to hire, for seminars or training sessions or parties. 


Get Active at Regent's Park 
Throughout the year Regent's Park offer organised opportunities for people of any ages to come and take part in sport and physical activity. Find out more about cricket, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.royalparks.gov.uk/parks/regents_park/sport/rugby.cfm" rugby, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.royalparks.gov.uk/parks/regents_park/sport/football.cfm" football and our walking groups. 

The Regent's Park Tennis Centre
The Centre is located by York Bridge, on the western side of the park. 

The Centre provides high quality tennis facilities, and is accredited by the Lawn Tennis Association. It is the first non-local authority or city council facility to gain this status. City Tennis Clubs ensure the game is accessible and affordable for everyone. People are encouraged to 'turn up and play' while, for regular players, a range of membership options are available. Coaching courses are run for children and for adults. Tournaments are organised and teams can also play in local tennis leagues. 

Three tennis courts also marked out for netball; several schools use these courts during the school day. There are opportunities to accommodate more netball bookings at certain times. 

There are opportunities for coaching and recreational play, mainly on a membership basis. The school has 3 tennis courts with floodlights for evening play; players can 'turn up and play' although, with just three courts, spare slots are rare at peak times in fine weather. 

The School houses a unique facility in Central London for golf practice and coaching (including video analysis), offering a range of options for both 'turn up and play' and membership, including links with selected clubs, including Metro Golf, North Middlesex and Mentmore Golf & Country Club and The Circle Fitness Club in St John's Wood. There is also a small Pro shop. 

Green screen

One would-be wizard, an American secret agent, a pair of illicit lovers and two frustrated thirty-somethings have all made films in and around Regent's Park. 

The would-be wizard is, of course, Harry Potter. An early scene in Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (2001) is set at London Zoo within Regent's Park. During a visit to the reptile house, Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) first discovers he has unusual powers when he talks to the snakes and unwittingly frees a boa constrictor. 
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The secret agent is Nathan Muir in Tony Scott's thriller Spy Game (2001). Early in the film, he is called to CIA headquarters at Langley. The Outer Circle of Regent's Park, with its elegant Regency terraces, stood in for the journey Muir makes from his home in Washington DC.
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The illicit lovers were filmed over 50 years ago on the Regent's Park boating lake. This was a pivotal scene in David Lean's classic British romance, Brief Encounter (1954). Alec and Laura, played by Trevor Howard and Celia Johnson, are in a rowing boat when Alec stumbles off the end of the boat near the Long Bridge and ends up knee-deep in water.

More recently, in About a Boy (2002), the lake in Queen Mary's garden became a romantic hunting ground for Will, a rich but shallow thirty-something played by Hugh Grant. Will courts single mothers in the park because he thinks they are easy targets. There's no conquest but he makes friends with twelve-year-old Marcus (Nicholas Hoult) and the two have a heart-to-heart next to the famous penguin pool at the zoo.
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Beyond the zoo, on Primrose Hill, love is also in the air for another thirty-something in the opening credits of Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason (2004). Bridget (Renee Zellweger), dressed in a Sound of Music costume, runs into the arms of Mark Darcy (Colin Firth). But then she asks "What happens after they live happily ever after?" *London Zoo is where David (David Naughton) wakes up in An American Werewolf in London (1981), after attacking tramps near Tower Bridge. In Withnail and I (1987), Withnail (Richard E Grant) takes a final stroll with Marwood (Paul McGann) before delivering a soliloquy from Hamlet outside the wolf enclosure. The zoo's Prince Albert Suite was used for the Jewish wedding reception in the comedy, Leon the Pig Farmer (1993).

Flora and Fauna

Within its 166 hectares (410 acres) Regent's Park is amazingly diverse in terms of what it has to offer visitors. Ranging from wide-open playing fields and wildflower grassland to more secluded [image: image6.jpg]


woodland, wetland and reedbeds. One very important element of the management of the Park is a focus on the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity. Over the past twenty years, the management of the Park has concentrated on meeting both the needs of the public and those of its wildlife. As a result, the Park is an important site for wildlife, which also benefits from the stunning collections such as [image: image7.jpg]


the Queen Mary Gardens and the Rose Gardens. The Park is particularly popular amongst bird watchers as one of the richest sites in London. 

Visitors to London should not miss Regent's Park. As well as the beautiful gardens and historic Parkland, there is a terrific variety of wildlife, the most visible of which is the birdlife. We also have a collection of waterfowl from around the world. 

St James s Park
With its royal, political and literary associations, St James's Park is at the very heart of London and covers 23 hectares (58 acres). With a lake harbouring ducks, geese and pelicans. St James's is also home to the Mall, the setting for many ceremonial parades and events of national celebration. Three royal palaces skirt St James's Park. The most ancient palace is Westminster, now known as the Houses of Parliament. St James's Palace with its Tudor style still holds the title of the Court of St James despite the fact that the Monarch has lived in the third palace, Buckingham Palace since 1837. 

St James's Park is the oldest Royal Park in London and is surrounded by three palaces. The most ancient is Westminster, which has now become the Houses of Parliament, St James's Palace and of course, the best known, Buckingham Palace. 

The Park was once a marshy watermeadow. In the thirteenth century a leper hospital was founded, and it is from this hospital that the Park took its name. In 1532 Henry VIII acquired the site as yet another deer park and built the Palace of St James's. When Elizabeth I came to the throne she indulged her love of pageantry and pomp, and fetes of all kinds were held in the park. Her successor, James I, improved the drainage and controlled the water supply. A road was created in front of St James's Palace, approximately where the Mall is today, but it was Charles II who made dramatic changes. The Park was redesigned, with avenues of trees planted and lawns laid. The King opened the park to the public and was a frequent visitor, feeding the ducks and mingling with his subjects. 

During the Hanoverian period, Horse Guards Parade was created by filling in one end of the long canal and was used first as a mustering ground and later for parades. Horse Guards Parade is still part of St James's Park. The Park changed forever when John Nash redesigned it in a more romantic style. The canal was transformed into a natural-looking lake and in 1837 the Ornithological Society of London presented some birds to the Park and erected a cottage for a birdkeeper. Both the cottage and the position of birdkeeper remain to this day. Clarence House was designed for the Duke of Clarence, later to become William IV and was also the home of the late Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother. 

Outside Buckingham Palace is the Queen Victoria Memorial, which celebrates the days of the British Empire. The memorial includes not only the marble statue of Victoria and the glittering figures of Victory, Courage and Constancy, but also the ornamental gates given by the Dominions. These are the Australia Gate, South Africa Gate and Canada Gate

Green screen 

Many films call for a stroll in the park: this is when lovers meet, intrigues are hatched and deals are done. So it is not surprising that St James's Park, with its elegant architecture and avenues, has become a popular location. 
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A walk in St James's is central to Mrs Henderson Presents (2005), the new comedy about World War II from Stephen Frears. Laura Henderson (Judi Dench) owns the Windmill Theatre. She must persuade the Lord Chancellor (Christopher Guest) to allow her famous nude reviews to continue. And a visit to St James's Park is where the conversation takes place.
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Woody Allen uses St James's Park in Match Point (UK release January 2006), his first movie filmed entirely in the UK. The high-society thriller, starring Scarlett Johansson and Emily Mortimer, is about a young tennis instructor who becomes entangled with a wealthy family. Look out for Allen's trademark long takes where characters walk and talk in one continuous shot - many of these were filmed in the park.

A chase, rather than a walk, through St James's is a high-point of the live action version of 101 Dalmatians (1996), starring Glenn Close. Anita (Joely Richardson) and Roger (Jeff Daniels) fall in love - but not before they career into the park lake thanks to their Dalmatian dogs. 

In the 2002 Bond film, Die another Day, starring Pierce Brosnan, the villain Gustav Graves, literally drops into the park. Graves, played by Toby Stephens, parachutes over the Victoria Memorial and into Buckingham Palace on the way to collect his knighthood from the Queen.

[image: image10.jpg]


The historic streets and buildings around St James's are also the backdrop for many films. The Children of Men, a science fiction drama written by P D James and starring Michael Caine, was filmed in the Mall in autumn 2005. It is due to be released in September 2006. The Old Admiralty Building in Horse Guards Parade stood in for the Ministry of Defence in The Ipcress File (1965), a spy thriller also starring Michael Caine. See also Hyde Park. And director Danny Boyle also used the parade ground in his post-apocalyptic science fiction film 28 Days Later (2002).

Carlton House Terrace with its Regency colonnades became the home of Prince Amerigo (Jeremy Northam) in The Golden Bowl (2000), the Merchant Ivory adaptation of a Henry James novel. The Wings of a Dove (1997), adapted from another Henry James story, used Carlton House Terrace as the London home of Kate Croy (Helena Bonham Carter), one of a pair of lovers who plot to swindle an American heiress. See also Brompton Cemetery and Kensington Gardens. 

The steps from The Mall to the Duke of York monument can be seen at the beginning of The Inn of the Sixth Happiness (1958), a true story about a missionary in the Far East, starring Ingrid Bergman. They also feature in the John Wayne police thriller, Brannigan (1975). 

Flora and Fauna

St James's Park, the first of The Royal Parks to be opened to the public, provides habitats for a variety of different species. A short walk away from three palaces (St James's, Westminster and Buckingham Palaces) and in the heart of historical London, the Park welcomes over 5.5 million visitors every year and is one of the most visited Parks in Europe. This heavy use inevitably has an impact on the wildlife in the area, yet it can be surprising to some how much can live and grow alongside humans. One of the key habitats in St James's Park is the lake. It is home to a wide range of birdlife (including 15 different species of waterfowl) and has nesting sites on Duck Island and West Island. 


The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew
At Kew the English strive to help conserve the Earth's environment and bring new benefits from the plant Kingdom. To support this work Kew has an unrivalled collection housed in spectacular glasshouses and tranquil gardens. Every visit to Kew finds something new-and every visit supports people's scientific effort. The rich diversity at Wahehurst Place encompasses formal gardens, natural woodland, wetland, fields and meadows. The stunning Winter Garden heralds a pageant of color and interest, which continues unabated throughout the year. Wahehurst Place also manages the Loder Valley Reserve, an area dedicated to the conservation   of the plants and animals of the Weald. Entry to the Reserve is by special permit to ensure minimum disturb   balance to the wild life.

Sherwood Forest Country Park
Sherwood Forest Country Park comprises some 450 acres of ancient oak woodland, with waymarked paths and trails. In the centre of the forest stands the mighty Major Oak, one of the largest trees in England. After 800 years the tree still grows proudly-although in resent years it has proved necessary to lend a little support! This giant of the forest has a hollow trunk 10.5 metres round, and its mighty limbs make a ring of about 79.5 metres. There are three routes marked out around the country park so that you can wonder through the woodlands for as long or as short a time as you wish and get the feeV of the forest. The 450 acres of the country park are almost all the remains of the original Sherwood Forest which once covered 100,000 acres, almost one-fifth of the country. In many ways, much of the country park still looks as it must have done in Robin Hood's day.  There have always been oak and birch trees-from seedling to the stag-headed oaks pointing their dead and distorted limbs to the sky and hollow trees in which to hide.
The oak and birch woodland with its ground cover of bracken and grass provides an ideal habitat for a wide range of wildlife. There are 60 different kinds of birds which breed in the area, and variety of animals ranging from tiny shrews through  wood mice to deer. The country park is also home to over 1500 species of beetle and 200 species of spider.
Robin Hood (by John Keats)
No! those days are gone away, And their hours are old and gray, And their minutes buried all Under the down-trodden pall Of the leaves of many years: Many times have winter's shears, Frozen North, and chilling East, Sounded tempests to the feast Of the forest's whispering fleeces, Since men knew nor rent nor leases.
No, the bugle sounds no more, And the twanging bow no more; Silent is the ivory shrill Past the heath and up the hill; There is no mid-forest laugh, Where lone Echo gives the half To some wight, amaz'd to hear Jesting, deep in forest drear.
On the fairest time of June You may go, with sun or moon, Or the seven stars to light you, Or the polar ray to right you; But you never may behold Little John, or Robin bold; Never one, of all the clan, Thrumming on an empty can Some old hunting ditty, while He doth his green way beguile To fair hostess Merriment, Down beside the pasture Trent; For he left the merry tale Messenger for spicy ale.
Gone, the merry morris din; Gone, the song of Gamelyn; Gone, the tough-belted outlaw Idling in the "grene shawe;" All are gone away and past! And if Robin should be cast Sudden from his turfed grave, And if Marian should have Once again her forest days, She would weep, and he would craze:
He would swear, for all his oaks, Fall'n beneath the dockyard strokes, Have rotted on the briny seas; She would weep that her wild bees Sang not to her—strange! that honey Can't be got without hard money!
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So it is: yet let us sing, Honour to the old bow-string!
 Honour to the bugle-horn!
 Honour to the woods unshorn!
 Honour to the Lincoln green! 
Honour to the archer keen!
 Honour to tight little John,
 And the horse he rode upon! 
Honour to bold Robin Hood,
 Sleeping in the underwood!
 Honour to maid Marian,
 And to all the Sherwood-clan!
 Though their days have hurried by
 Let us two a burden try.
Bradgate Country Park
Bradgate Country Park  comprises both Bradgate Park(an 850 acres historic deer park) and Swithland Wood( mature broadlived woodland extending to 146 acres) and is managed and administered by the Bradgate Park Trust. Bradgate Park was presented to the Country and City of Leicester by the late Mr. Charles Bennion in 1928. Swithland Wood was generously added to the Country Park by the Rotary Club of Leicester in 1931. An area of unique and historic parkland, Bradgate Park was first enclosed  as a hunting park over 700 years ago and for many centuries formed part of the Leicestershire Estates of the Earls of Stamford. It contains the ruins of Bradgate House, the birthplace and home of Lady Jane Grey(1537-1554) the nine days Queen of England, herds of deer and some of the oldest rocks in England. Swithland Wood is a beautiful area of ancient woodland within which nestle remainders of the 18*   and 19l    Century Swithland slate quarries.
By the 1720s Bradgate ceased to be a family seat  but this didn 't diminish the use of the park for farming and sport. When the Leicestershire Estates of the Earl of Stamford were sold it became stories to tell.
There is also an ancient woodland which contains some of the best remaining   examples of original oakwood in Charnwood Forest. As well as supporting a rich and varied flora and fauna, including bluebell and wood anemone, Swithland Wood is also home to a deserve butterfly, moth and bird population. Come on the May walk and you will hopefully hear and chiff chaff and cuckoo. The Bradgate Park Ranger accompanying you will also explain some of the natural and local history of the area including the historic Swithland state quarries.
Nearly eight centuries ago Bradgate Park was enclosed as a deer and hunting park. Today it is still home to herds of Red and Fallow   Deer.
London Zoo
Is   one of the oldest and famous  Zoological Gardens in the world . Indeed use of the name Zoo originated here. It was founded in 1829 to increase knowledge of animal life, and more than 150 year later it is still making exciting new discoveries about the world round us. Today, in this age of conflict between the developing world and the survival  of our natural world, the Zoo's work is more important than ever. These days the discoveries are helping to save the natural and essential balance that the animal world brings to our planet. The Zoo keeps a big variety of animals; some 8000 in total from all over the world. The Reptile house: this house is the biggest collection of reptiles in UK  Zoo.
Moonlight World: It's interesting to note that during our daytime, it's the animal's nighttime. Moonlight allows you to see some of the world's rarest nocturnal animals in action including the rare Rodriquez Fruit Bats flying in the dark, and the beautiful Ledbetter’s Possum, once thought to be extent.
Elephant House: here you will find tones of action. The female Elephants can often be seen bathing and being weighed.
Penguin Pool: designed by Lubetkin, this architectural masterpiece is of the most entertaining and charming animals at the Zoo.
Lion Terraces: the big cats are some of the world's most persecuted animals often poached for their bones and other parts for use in traditional oriental remedies. Seeing them for real is an experience nobody should miss. Invertebrate House: there up to 30 million different species of insects, spiders and snails. Some of the world's rarest to be found in London Zoo, from giant and Bird-Eating Spiders to tiny Tree Snails.
Aquarium: this is the largest aquarium in Britain with three giant wall-to-wall halls covering everything from Sharks to freshwater Fish.
Kensington  Garden

About the Park

William III bought what was originally part of Hyde Park in 1689. 

An asthma sufferer, the king found the location quiet and the air salubrious and so he commissioned Sir Christopher Wren to design the redbrick building that is Kensington Palace. Queen Anne enlarged the Palace Gardens by 'transferring' 30 acres from Hyde Park and was responsible for the creation of the Orangery in 1704. 

The Gardens are particularly popular for sunbathing and picnics in fine weather. It is also popular as a healthy walking route to work for commuters. The paths are used extensively by joggers and runners. Cycling is allowed on the designated path linking the Queen's Gate to West Carriage Drive, Mount Gate to the Broadwalk and the broadwalk itself from Black Lion Gate to Palace Gate. 

Informal games do take place in the Gardens but are discouraged in view of the importance of the historic landscape and the desire to maintain their primary role as a peaceful refuge for people living, working or visiting Central London. 

The Diana, Princess of Wales' Memorial Playground is a fantastic adventure for kids up to the age of 12. Over 70,000 youngsters enjoy the playground each year. 

Kensington Gardens covers 260 acres and was originally part of Hyde Park. 

The Gardens with their magnificent trees are the setting for Kensington Palace, the choice of William III and Mary II for their London home. Queen Victoria was born in Kensington Palace and lived there until she became queen in 1837. 

It was Queen Caroline, wife of George II, who in 1728 moulded the gardens to their present form by creating the Serpentine and the Long Water from the Westbourne stream. For most of the 18th century the gardens were closed to the public. They were opened gradually but only to the respectably dressed. 

In a long series of improvements Queen Victoria commissioned the Italian Gardens and the Albert Memorial. 

One of the best loved features in the Gardens is the bronze statue of Peter Pan. This charming piece features Peter Pan standing on a pedestal covered with climbing squirrels, rabbits and mice. The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Playground and a seven-mile Memorial Walk, which also goes through Hyde Park, Green Park and St James's Park, were both opened in 2000. The Elfin Oak is a gnarled, partially hollow, stump, originally from Richmond Park. It is carved with the figures of fairies, elves and various small animals following the contours of the wood. 

Outside Kensington Palace stands a statue of Queen Victoria sculpted by her daughter, Princess Louise, to celebrate 50 years of her mother's reign. 

Green screen

The elegant avenues and architecture of Kensington Gardens make perfect locations for romantic comedies. The fountains in the Italian Garden near Bayswater Road, the Albert Memorial off Kensington Gore and the Serpentine Gallery have all featured in successful films in the past ten years. Regular visitors to the Gardens will have seen some of the biggest names in Hollywood at work here, including Johnny Depp, Kate Winslet, Helena Bonham Carter and Renee Zellweger. 
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The most fitting film to be shot here must be Finding Neverland (2004). This is the story of the novelist J M Barrie, who was inspired to write Peter Pan during afternoon strolls in the Gardens more than 100 years ago. Barrie (played by Johnny Depp) makes friends with Sylvia Llewellyn Davies (Kate Winslet) and her four sons. True to fact, the film uses Kensington Gardens for the scenes where Barrie meets the boys and then entertains them with his imaginative stories. Watch the film carefully and you might find the very bench in the Gardens that Michael Llewellyn Davies (Luke Spill) hides under when he first meets Barrie. 
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Kensington Gardens is also a star location in Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason, the 2004 sequel to the phenomenally successful Bridget Jones's Diary. Mark Darcy (played by Colin Firth) challenges Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant) to a fist fight. Their brawl over 30-something Bridget (Renee Zellweger) begins at The Serpentine Gallery and ends up as an epic water fight in the central basin of the Italian Garden. The Italian Garden also features in Wimbledon (2004), the romantic comedy about tennis hot-shot Lizzie Bradbury (played by Kirsten Dunst) and Peter Colt (Paul Bettany), who is making his final appearance at the All England Championships. During a break from the tournament, the couple tour London, visiting the Gardens and the Albert Memorial. 

The Serpentine Gallery is the setting in The Wings of the Dove (1997) for a meeting between the lovers Kate Croy and Merton Densher (played by Helena Bonham Carter and Linus Roach) and the innocent heiress, Millie Theale (Alison Elliot[image: image14.jpg]


).The Albert Memorial also appears in The Jokers (1967), staring Michael Crawford and Oliver Reed, Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes (1984) and the 2002 Indian romance Mujhse Dosti Karoge! (also known as Let's be friends). 

Conclusion
In conclusion we'd like to say that gardens are favorite   resting places in London where crowds of people may be seen, during the day a lot of people sit on the green grass lawns eating sandwiches, drinking beer or soft drinks and talking and having rest, some in the shade, some in the sunshine. Everything is still and peaceful around. You could hardly imagine that an enormous city with its traffic and noise is but a few paces away. It's a good tradition. English men call their gardens ' the lungs of the city. It's interesting to note that English gardens have spread all over the world.
'’English Garden in our city'’
It seems to us very interesting to create English Parks in our city. We mean beautiful English classic gardens. It will be useful for students who wish to improve their English at the same time to learn more about the art of gardening in England.
We have done a survey among the pupils of the 9   form. And here's the result of it.
What do you know about English Park?' 'Do you want to participate in creation?'
50% are eager to participate in creation of English Parks in our city
33% are interested, but not sure
17% are independent, they can 4 imagine English Parks in our city
'What places would you suggest for English Parks in our city?'
80% think that the best places are near the Swan Lake 20% consider that the best place is near our gymnasium
This is our project of the English Garden in our city. Students can walk around the lake, see the classical temples, bridges and grotto and the many rare species of trees and flowers.
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