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                              Введение 
 Английский - самый распространенный язык в мире. Даже неполный  перечень стран, в которых он является основным  языком общения и  коммерции, вполне внушителен.  На американском  континенте и у его берегов в 12 странах говорят на  английском  языке, в Европе,  Африке  и Азии - более 30 стран, в некоторых английский  является одним из основных или единственным   языком. Great Britain или United Kingdom, a может просто Britain или вообще England? Да-а-а... Государство это - явление уникальное и парадоксальное. Попробуем  разобраться: Англия - это часть Великобритании (она же сокращённо Британия), куда кроме неё входят ещё Шотландия и Уэльс. Великобритания и Северная Ирландия составляют Соединённое королевство, которое, в свою очередь, входит в состав Британских островов (с республикой Ирландия и небольшими островами). Живут на этих островах англичане, шотландцы, валлийцы, ирландцы, и народы эти не похожи один на другой. Хотите увидеть шотландца или ирландца в гневе? - назовите его «англичанином». Однако им приходится мириться, что единый общегосударственный язык - английский, наряду с существующими местными языками: шотландским и валлийским, к примеру.
 Кроме,  того, во многих точках мира  английский изучают в школах с раннего  детства,  и он считается вторым по важности языком.

         Английский  язык - особый предмет, потому  что  для того, кто начал изучить его предстоит долгий путь усвоения чужого языка.

Иностранный язык - это не только лексика и грамматика. В языке находят  отражение  культура, духовные  ценности и  мировоззрение народа -  носителя языка. Мне  нравиться изучать  английский  язык. Я делаю это с огромным  удовольствием. Конечно, как  можно быстрее  хочется применить  полученные знания на практике, свободно прочитать выбранную  по своему вкусу статью, книгу и получить подлинное удовольствие  от общения с иной  языковой  культурой.
 Английские традиции... Уже давно сочетание этих двух слов стало привычным. И действительно, Великобритания в нашем представлении немыслима без своих традиций, сопровождающих каждого англичанина на протяжении всего жизненного пути от рождения до смерти.
Торжественный выезд королевы и ее тронная речь по случаю очередной сессии парламента, спикер, восседающий на мешке с шерстью в палате лордов, караул в старинной форме у ворот  Букингемского  дворца, вороны, живущие в Тауэре на государственном довольствии, - все это не только эффектная декорация, привлекающая толпы любопытных и жадных до зрелищ туристов, но и попытка хотя бы внешне сохранить отблески былой славы и величия Британии.
Многие английские традиции обязаны своим появлением тем или иным историческим событиям. Так, до сих пор отмечается день Гая Фокса - день раскрытия знаменитого порохового заговора 1605 года. Многие традиции дошли до нас из весьма отдаленного прошлого, из того времени, когда британцы называли свою страну "Меrry  Old  England”. Кстати, подобные эпитеты также весьма традиционны, ибо вряд ли Англия в те отдаленные времена была более «веселой», чем любое другое государство.
Как это ни парадоксально, но даже само законодательство страны весьма традиционно. В нем до сих пор действуют статьи, учрежденные во времена  Иоанна Безземельного. Правда, эти статьи за давностью времени их издания сейчас не применяются, но упразднить их за ненадобностью не позволяет опять-таки традиция.
Английские традиции можно разделить - правда, весьма условно - на несколько видов: традиции, касающиеся частной жизни англичан (празднование рождения ребенка, помолвка, вступление в брак, годовщина свадьбы), соблюдение которых весьма часто зависит от достатка семьи; традиции общегосударственные: национальные торжества, религиозные праздники (которые для большинства англичан утратили свое первоначальное значение); народные гуляния, приуроченные к какой-либо традиционной дате; традиционные церемонии, о характере и смысле которых уже   говорилось.
Английские традиции широко освещены в классической и современной английской литературе, и нередки случаи, когда английские писатели невольно сами становились основателями если не традиций, то, по крайней мере, традиционных представлений о том или ином явлении английской жизни, о том или ином событии. Так, благодаря романам и повестям Чарльза Диккенса английское рождество связано в нашем представлении с традиционным снегопадом, хотя метеорологические сводки говорят о том, что за весь XIX век снегопад в рождественскую ночь бывал всего три или четыре раза.
Но все меняется с течением времени. Даже знаменитый и опять-таки традиционный лондонский смог с введением центрального отопления стал совсем не тем, чем он был в недавнем прошлом. Меняются и английские традиции, равно как и отношение к ним англичан - наших современников. 
А что такое праздники? - это обычаи, культурные особенности, традиционные представления и взгляды  народа.  Народ этого государства гостеприимный и доброжелательный. Однако вежливость не уменьшает их чувство национального превосходства и чувство предубеждения перед всем иностранным. Поэтому, скорее мы примем их традиции и элементы их культуры (напр. праздник Дня. Всех Влюблённых или День Святого Валентина), чем они изменят своим традициям и начнут праздновать, скажем, 23 февраля, как наш «гимн мужчинам»?
       Великобритания с ее бережным отношением к своим  культурным традициям вызывает огромный  интерес, и хотя  материал  для   школьной  программы довольно  скудный, меня это  не пугает,  а только увеличивает мое  желание  изучать  избранную  тему.  Она  актуальна и очень интересна.
Верность традициям, особенности национального быта,  историческое чаепитие, пабы - оплот стабильности в обществе о том какие существуют праздники, как их  отмечают и о многом, другом - мне есть, что Вам рассказать!    





ГЛАВА I
Traditions, customs and holidays of Great Britain
I would like to let you know some interesting facts about traditions, customs and holidays of Great Britain.

Every nation and every country has its own customs and traditions. Englishmen are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up.

The British have many traditions, manners and customs. England has preserved its old ceremonies and traditions much better than any other, country in the world. Most of this tradition has been kept up without interruption since the thirteenth century.

Some British customs and traditions are famous all over the world. Bowler hats, tea and taking about the weather. The English are much disciplined and low abiding. They respect other people as well as themselves. You will never see arguing, people in the street. Britain is a major newspaper-reading country and the reader has a large number of national papers to choose from.

National particularities of British men:

                                                     Weather
The main theme of their conversation is weather. One avoids the topic is considered a bit dull .In bars, at the bus stops, there is one subject that every one talk, about - the weather. Even politicians can talk about the weather calmly!  Tradition says when a rainbow appears you can find gold at the end of a rainbow.

                                                       Tea
English people like tea.  The English people like tea more than coffee, that’s why there are so many tearooms or teashops where people go shopping and can have a rest. Tea is the British national drink. 56 million people drink it all over Britain every day. Almost halt of the country drinks tea. Tea came from the Far East in the 17th century. At that time it was very expensive. The word “tea” covers many national traditions. The British drink mostly Indiana tea. 

                                                 Traffic regulations

The traffic regulations in Great Britain differ from ours we are keeping to the right, while they are to keep to the left.

Рets
What can people buy for their pets in Great Britain? English people like animals very much. Many families have pets and treat them with greatest care and love. There are about five million dogs and five million cats in England. Many Englishmen have birds and aquarium fish and a lot of exotic pets at home.  Law protects animals in England. People can buy fine clothes for their pets take them to the theatre. They spend a lot of money on food for their pets. There are special shops where food for pets is sold.

    Gardening
What does an Englishman do if he has no garden? English people like gardening.   They talk about it in their offices, factories and at home. In the evening they work in their gardens, large and small, and they do it in any weather. They grow flowers, vegetables and fruit there. If an Englishman has no garden he grows something in a window box outside his kitchen. If you want to please an Englishman, be very polite about his garden. Perhaps, he will show you his garden and tell you about it. So you will listen to it and. say, «How nice! » or «How interesting! »
                                    Sunday
What did English people do on Sundays in the past and what do they do now? In the past the English Sunday was a quiet day of rest. Traditionally people neither wrote letters nor read books on that day. They did not go to the concerts and did not do many other things. They stayed at home and had a rest together with the members of their family. But today it is not so. Englishmen may write letters, read novels, play the piano or other instruments; they visit picture galleries and go to concerts on Sundays. Cinemas are open on Sunday, but a few theatres are still closed. People do not go to work on Sunday. Only a few small shops are open. Buses do not run so often as on weekdays.
                                        English house
The houses are not very big, they are mostly two-storied buildings many little gardens, as there are lodgers in the house. The windows, the doors, steps and walls are painted indifferent colours. 

                                                  Fireplace

In the English home a fireplace has always been the centre of interest in a room.  People like to sit at a window on a summer day, but for many months of the year they prefer to sit round the fire and watch the dancing flames. Many, many years ago the fireplaces in the halls of rich castles were very large. This is an old tradition. In the XVIII century English people began to make a special place over the fireplace for a picture or a portrait. By those fireplaces there was also a place for people to sit. Later fireplaces became much smaller. Above the fireplace there is usually a shelf, on which there is often a clock and some photographs. 

                                             The Horse Guards

Everyday people come to see the Horse Guards. The guard is changed every hour. The guards around the Tower are called Beet eaters. They wear bright colourful uniforms that have not changed since 16th century. This dress costs a lot of money but Englishmen stand for it because it is a tradition. This is an interesting ceremony to watch.

Bank Holidays in the United Kingdom

A bank holiday is an official holiday when all banks and post offices are closed. Why are these days called bank holidays? This is a historic term arid dates back to the 19th century when in 1871 and 1875 most of these days were named bank holidays, that is days on which banks were to be closed. Now these days spread not only on the banks, but also on other offices and organizations.

 Most factories, offices and shops are closed, too. The following days are bank holidays in Great Britain: New Year's Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day Bank Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday, August Bank Holiday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

Most of bank holidays are religious holidays. Now for most people they are simply days on which people eat, drink and make merry.

About British holidays:

ST. VALENTINE S DAY-FEBRUARY 14

                                                  I'll be your sweetheart, if you will be mine,

                                                        All of my life I'll be your Valentine...
It's here again, the day when boys and girls, sweethearts and lovers, husbands and wives, friends and neighbours, and even the office staff will exchange greetings of affection, undying love or satirical comment. And the quick, slick, modern way to do it is with a Valentine card.
There are all kinds, to suit all tastes, the lush satin cushions, boxed and be-rib boned, the entwined hearts, gold arrows, roses, cupids, doggerel rhymes, sick sentiment and sickly sentimentality - it's all there. The publishers made sure it was there, as Mr. Punch complained, "three weeks in advance!"
In his magazine, Punch, as long ago as 1880 he pointed out that no sooner was the avalanche of Christmas cards swept away than the publishers began to fill the shops with their novel valentines, full of "Hearts and Darts, Loves and Doves and Floating Fays and Flowers".
It must have been one of these cards, which Charles Dickens describes in Pickwick Papers. It was "a highly coloured representation of a couple of human hearts skewered together with an arrow, cooking before a cheerful fire" and "super in-tending the cooking" was a "highly indelicate young gentleman in a pair of wings arid nothing else". In the last century, sweethearts of both sexes would spend hours fashioning a home-made card or present. The results of some of those painstaking efforts are still preserved in museums. Lace, ribbon, wild flowers, coloured paper, feathers and shells, all were brought into use. If the aspiring (or perspiring) lover had difficulty in thinking up a message or rhyme there was help at hand. He could dip into The Quiver of Love or St. Valentine's Sentimental Writer, these books giving varied selections to   suit every one's choice. Sam Weller, of Pickwick Papers tame, took an hour and a half to write his "Valentine", with much blotting and crossing out and warnings from his father not to descend to poetry.
The first Valentine of all was a bishop, a Christian martyr, who before he was put to death by the Romans sent a note of friendship to his jailer's blind daughter. 

The Christian Church took for his saint's day February 14, the date of an old pagan festival when young" Roman maidens threw decorated love missives into an urn to be drawn out by their boy friends.
A French writer who described how the guests of both sexes drew lots for partners by writing down names on pieces of paper noted this idea of a lottery in 17th century England. "It is all the rage," he wrote.
But apparently to bring the game into a family and friendly atmosphere one could withdraw from the situation by paying a forfeit, usually a pair of gloves.
One of the older versions of a well-known rhyme gives the same picture:
The rose is red , the violets are blue, 

The honey's sweet and so are you.
Thou art my love and I am thine 

 I drew thee to my Valentine. 

The lot was cast and then I drew  

And fortune said it should be you.
Comic valentines are also traditional. The habit of sending gifts is dying out, which must be disappointing for the manufacturers, who nevertheless still hopefully dish out presents for Valentine's Day in an attempt to cash in. And the demand for valentines is increasing. According to one manufacturer, an estimated 30 million cards will have been sent by February, 14 - and not all cheap stuff, either.
"Our cards cost from 6d to 15s 6d," he says, but "'ardent youngsters' want to pay more." They can pay more. I saw a red satin heart-shaped cushion enthroning a "pearl" necklace and earrings for 25s. Another, in velvet bordered with gold lace, topped with a gilt leaf brooch, was 21s (and if anyone buys them ... well, it must be love!).

There are all kinds:
The sick joke - reclining lady on the front, and inside she will "kick you in the ear".
The satirical - "You are charming, witty, intelligent, etc.", and "if you believe all this you must be..." - inside the card you find an animated cuckoo clock.
And the take-off of the sentimental - "Here's the key to my heart ... use it before I change the lock."
And the attempts to send a serious message without being too sickly, ending with variations of "mine" and "thine" and "Valentine".
So in the 20th century, when there are no longer any bars to communication between the sexes, the love missives of an older, slower time, edged carefully over the counters by the publishers and shopkeepers, still surge through the letter boxes.
Valentine Gifts

St. Valentine's Day, February 14th, has been a customary day for choosing sweethearts and exchanging love-tokens from time immemorial. Countless generations of young people have acknowledged St. Valentine as the friend and patron of lovers, and, according to a country tradition, which was known at least as early as the fourteenth century, so have the birds. In the Parliament of Foules, Chaucer refers to a once common belief that all birds choose their mates on February 14th, a pleasant, if slightly inaccurate notion ,which still survives in some districts as a tale told to children. It is true that nothing whatever is known about St. Valentine that would suggest such a patronage. He is, indeed, rather a misty figure altogether. In the Roman Martyrology there are two martyrs of that name, one a Roman priest who perished in A. D. 269, the other an Umbrian bishop who was executed in A. D. 273. It is not clear which of the two is really the lovers' saint and so far as we know, there is no historical reason why either of them should be so regarded.
The method of choosing sweethearts on St. Valentine's Day varied in different times and places. It could be a serious matter, leading to matrimony, or it could be a kind of game.
Present-giving on this day was not confined to sweethearts. Until very recently, children used to go about singing,
Good   morrow, Valentine, 

First 'tis yours, then 'tis mine,

 Please to give me a Valentine,

 or some other version of this nation-wide ditty. They were given money, fruit, or in some districts, specially made cakes known as Valentine Buns. Like many similar customs, this was a morning activity, the earlier the better. Norfolk children were supposed to go out before sunrise, and any demand
for largesse after the sun had risen could be refused on the grounds that the asker was "sunburnt". In Norwich, and elsewhere in the county, until towards the end of last century, St. Valentine's Eve was a great present-giving anniversary
for adults as well as children. Anonymous gifts of all kinds, ranging from mere trifles to quite expensive objects, were laid upon the doorsteps of houses. A bang on the knocker and the sound of hastily retreating footsteps warned the inmates
of the house that one of these secret packages had arrived, but the giver, or his messenger, took care to be out of sight before the door could be opened. Nothing in or on the parcel indicated  whence it had come, for secrecy was considered essential, identify the unknown giver.

 At one time, the presents bought and given on this anniversary were more numerous, and often more valuable, than those given at Christmas.


The Valentine card that we know today came into being during the eighteenth century when the expensive gifts of earlier years had gone out of fashion. At first it was handmade, with little paintings of hearts and flowers, and a short verse composed by the sender. Such pleasant proofs of devotion are not yet quite extinct, and the hand-written and hand-painted Valentine can still be seen occasionally though its verses are now rarely original. The commercial card appeared in the nineteenth century, complete with ready-made sentiments and decorations, embossed, brightly coloured and gilded, and later on, lace-edged, perfumed and packed in a neat box. Since it saved much mental effort and careful handwork, its popularity was immediate and lasting. Thousands of these cards were sent through the post every year, and the steadily increasing flood did not fail until almost the end of Queen Victoria's reign.

Eventually, however, a decline set in, partly, no doubt, because customs do naturally decay as ideas and fashions change, but partly also because of a growing dislike for the so-called humorous Valentine. This, which had grown up under the shadow of the sentimental original, was sometimes really humorous, but usually, it was extremely vulgar and often definitely cruel in intention. Both types fell into disfavour together, and it was not until the 'thirties of the present century that the romantic Valentine came back into fashion. Today it is once more quite well known and used by many young people all over the country, though it has not yet recovered (and probably never will) the enormous popularity of its Victorian hey-day.
Mother's Day in Great Britain

In Great Britain there is a holiday now which people call Mother's Day. In the old days many girls from workers' families in towns and from farmers' families in the country worked in rich people's houses. They had to do all the housework. Their working day was usually very long and they often worked on Sundays, too.
One day a year, it was usually one Sunday in March; they could visit their mothers. They went home on that day and brought presents for their-mothers and for other members of their families. They could stay at home only one day, and then they went back to their work, People called that day Mothering Sunday.
Later, workers at the factories and girls who worked in the houses of rich families received one free day a week, and Mothering Sunday became a holiday Mother's Day. It is usually on a Sunday in the middle of March.
 On that day sons and daughters visit their mothers and bring them flowers and little presents. The eldest son must bring his mother a good cake. If sons or daughters cannot be with their mothers on that day, they usually send them presents.
Mother's Day must be a day of rest for the mother of the family, so her daughters make the dinner on that day and lay the table and the sons help to wash the plates and dishes after dinner.
In the United States of America and Canada, Mother's Day is the second Sunday in May.

        April fools day
The first day of April is known in England as All Fools' Day, or April Fool's Day or, in some northern districts as April   Noddy Day. In Scotland and along the Border it is Huntigowk Day or Gowkin' Day. Other countries have other names for this cheerful anniversary on which, by time-honoured and widespread custom, any person, young or old, important or otherwise, may be made an April Fool between the hours of midnight and noon.
Children are, of course, very keen supporters of the tradition although some of the more elaborate practical jokes perpetrated on this day cannot be laid at their door. Their victims are of all types and ages - other children, parents, school-teachers, tradesmen, friends, or any one else unwary enough to fall into their well-laid traps. Most of their tricks are far from original, and many have been used so often that they have now become traditional, yet they succeed again and again, and will probably go on doing so for a long time to come. One is to tell someone that his shoe-lace is undone, or his tie is crooked, or that something else is wrong with his dress, when in fact all is in order.
Other "stock pieces" are the false summons to the door or, nowadays, to the telephone, the urgent call to deal with a domestic disaster that has not occurred, or the sharp warning that an insect is crawling over the victim's clothes or neck. Nearer to the true practical joke is the empty egg-shell set upside down in the cup at breakfast, the basin of water placed where someone will step into it, the sleeve or trouser-leg sewn up, or the letter that either mocks its recipient with the words "April Fool", or contains some deceiving message or invitation. One of the earliest known English examples of this last trick is recorded in Drake's News-Letter* for April 2nd, 1698, where we read that a number of people received invitations to see the lions washed at the Tower of London on April 1st, and duly went there for the purpose. Some unknown person in 1860 played precisely the same trick with equal success.
Best-loved of all is the bootless errand. The young and innocent may be sent to fetch a pint of pigeon's milk, a pennyworth of strap-oil or elbow-grease or some other non-existent commodity. Apprentices and juniors in factories and offices are dispatched by their straight-faced elders to buy a pot of striped paint, or a soft-pointed chisel, or a box of straight hooks. In Scotland, people are sent upon a gowk's errand. A gowk is properly a cuckoo, but the word also means a fool. The victim is sent out with a note which, unknown to him, contains the words "Hunt the gowk another mile"1 or some other message showing what is afoot. When the recipient reads this, he tells the messenger that the answer must be sought at another house. Off goes the poor Hunti-gowk, only to be told the same thing at the second place. So he goes on, hunting the gowk another mile, and then another, until he finally realizes what is happening, or some kinder-hearted person tells him.
On the stroke of noon, all ends. This rule is rigidly observed everywhere, because to break it causes the mockery to recoil upon the joker's own head. If anyone attempts a trick after midday, the intended victim retorts,
April Fool's gone past;
          you’re the biggest fool at last, or
          April Noddy's past and gone,

You're the fool and I'm none,
Or in a Northumberland version of the couplet,
The gown and the titling sit on the tree; you're the gown as well as me.
A variety of theories have been put forward to account for these lively and persistent customs, but their origin still remains obscure.

                        Races in England
 Another interesting traditional holiday is Pancake Day. It is usually in March. At home families have pancakes for dinner. At school the children and teachers have pancakes for school dinner.
In some villages and towns in England there is a pancake race every year. Mothers of families run these races. First they must make the pancake and then run four hundred meters with the pancake on the frying pan in their hands. When they are running this race they must throw the pancake up three times and catch it on the frying pan. They must not let it fall down.
The fathers and children watch the mothers and call out to them: "Run, mum, run quickly!"
At some universities and colleges students run pancake races, too. They run with their pancakes on the frying pans and. throw them up. If the university or college is near the sea there are swimming pancake races. The students take their frying pans with the pancakes into the cold water and swim with them. They hold the frying pan in one hand. They must also throw the pancake up and catch it on the pan.
At Westminster School in London the boys have pancakes for dinner one day in March. But before dinner there is the pancake fight. The school cook makes a very large pancake. Then he comes out of the kitchen into the hall with the frying pan and throws the pancake high up. The boys (one from each form) try to catch the pancake. They fight for it. The winner of the fight is the boy who gets the biggest piece of the pancake.
In England there is also an egg-and-spoon race. People who run this race, men and women, boys and girls, must carry an egg in a spoon. They must not let it fall down. If the egg falls and breaks, they must pick it up with the spoon, not with their fingers. Usually there are not many winners in the egg-and-spoon race.
In the three-legged race boys or girls run in pairs with the right leg of one boy or girl tied to the left leg of the other. They don't run very quickly, because they don't want to fall. The people who watch the egg-and-spoon race and the three-legged race always enjoy them and laugh very much.

The Olney Pancake Race
The Olney pancake race dates back to the Middle Ages, and nobody outside the village took very much notice of it until 1950. Then the inhabitants of Liberal, which is a town in the United States, decided to run a pancake race of their own over a similar distance and challenged Olney to an international speed contest. The housewives of Olney, with hundreds of years of practice behind them, accepted the challenge with some confidence, but their rivals across the Atlantic have proved speedier than was anticipated. We have to confess that of the 17 races since the Americans issued their challenge, Olney has won eight and Liberal nine. The situation is in danger of getting out of hand and, if Olney does not level the score on February 7th, there will have to be some hard thinking about the future. Is it possible, for instance, that the present reward does not offer sufficient incentive? Should there, perhaps, be two kisses for the winner instead of only one?
                    Pancake Grease
The custom known as the Pancake Grease is annually observed on Shrove Tuesday at Westminster School. At eleven o'clock in the morning, the cook, in his white jacket, cap, and apron, comes to the Great Schoolroom, where a crowd of boys and spectators awaits him. The verger, bearing a silver-topped mace, precedes him and he carries a frying-pan containing a pancake. This cake he tosses expertly over the high iron bar which separates the old Upper and Lower Schools, and as it falls on the farther side, a wild scramble to catch it begins. At one time, all the boys in the school took part in this scrimmage, but now each form chooses one of its members to represent it. The boy, who succeeds in securing the pancake, or the greater part of it, receives a guinea from the Dean. The cook also receives a fee, and this he certainly deserves, for tossing a pancake neatly over a bar sixteen feet from the ground is by no means an easy task. Yet only rarely has there been a failure. In 1934, the cake hit the bar, and most of it remained hanging there far above the heads of the boys and the onlookers. Another pancake was quickly produced and tossed, this time successfully, and the scramble then proceeded as usual.

MAY 1 - DAY OF SOLIDARITY

After the bloody suppression of demonstrations for the eight-hour day in the US on May 1, 1886, American trade unions and the Socialist International decided, in 1889, to hold such demonstrations everywhere.
Since then, May Day (a public holiday now) has been a barometer of working-class militancy, reflecting the changes in the international situation as well as in industrial struggle at home.

May   Spring   Festival

The 1st of May has also to some extent retained its old significance - that of a pagan spring festival. In ancient times it used to be celebrated with garlands and flowers, dancing and games on the village green. A maypole was erected- a tall pole wreathed with flowers, to which in later times ribbons were attached and held by the dancers. The girls put on their best summer frocks, plaited flowers in their hair and round their waists and eagerly waited the crowning of the May Queen. The most beautiful girl was crowned with a garland of flowers. After this great event there was dancing, often Morris dancing, with the dancers dressed in fancy costume, usually representing characters in the Robin Hood legend. May-Day games and sports were followed by refreshments in the open.
This festival was disliked by the Puritans and suppressed during the Commonwealth, 1649-60. After the Restoration it was revived but has gradually almost died out. However, the Queen of the May is still chosen in most counties, and in many villages school maypoles are erected around which the children dance. The famous ceremony of the meeting of the 1st of May still survives at Oxford, in Magdalene College. At 6 o'clock in the morning the college choir gathers in the upper gallery of the college tower to greet the coming of the new day with song.

         Maypole

The Maypole is an ancient fertility emblem belonging to the beginning of summer, and it also represents a tree; indeed, at one time it was a tree, brought in from the woods with ceremony, and set up on the village green. In the darkness of the early morning, the young people went out on May Day and cut down a tall, young tree, lopped off most of its branches, leaving only a few at the top, and so brought it home, to be adorned with flowers and garlands, and to serve as a centre for their dances.
Sometimes the parish possessed a standing Maypole, a permanent shaft which remained in position all the year, and was freshly painted and adorned when May Day came round. A few still stand, or rather, their descendants do on the traditional site, for the average age of a Maypole is not much more than fifteen years. After that, it begins to rot at the foot and has to be renewed. These permanent poles are usually very tall. That at Wellford-on-Avon, with its bright red, circular stripes, like a barber's pole, is seventy feet high, that at Berwick-in-Elmet, near Leeds, is even taller, rising to eighty or ninety feet. This pole is taken down every three years, on Easter Monday, and set up again on Whit Tuesday. The arrangements are in the hands of three elected Pole Men. While it is down, the Maypole is re-painted, and ever so often, when it becomes necessary, replaced, and its four garlands renewed.
There are still a good many Maypoles today. Most schools have them, on May Day, or on some convenient day during the month, and some villages maintain the old tradition, especially in places where there are standing-poles.

May   Queen
In most modern revivals of the old May Day celebrations the central figure is commonly the May Queen, usually a schoolgirl elected by her fellows, and crowned by her predecessor of the year before, or by some local notability. Formerly, she was not a child, but a young woman, the prettiest girl in the area or the most popular, and she was not usually alone, as she is now. There was often a May King who reigned with her, or a Lord and Lady of the May. In the Isle of Man, until about the end of the eighteenth century, a battle between the Queen of May, and the Queen of Winter marked May Day. The latter was a man dressed in women's clothes. Both queens had followers dressed- in a manner appropriate to summer or winter, and both had a captain to command their forces. In the course of time, this elaborate custom died out, and the battle was forgotten. Only the summer procession remained, later known as the Mace board, and composed of little girls who went from house to house selling small pieces of ribbon which were called "the Queen's favour".
The May King who was once the Queen's partner has vanished now from almost every place where he once reigned, but the Lord and Lady of the May still survive in some parts of the English Midlands. They were young people chosen to preside over the local celebrations by the people of the village, though occasionally the Lady was chosen directly by the Lord. They were not crowned, and in fact, it is only since Ruskin made the custom popular in the late nineteenth century that the coronation of a child-Queen has become so important a part of the ceremonies in so many districts. In Oxfordshire, an eye-witness describing a village May procession in 1952, remarks that the Lord and Lady followed the Garland, which led the way, and were themselves followed by boys carrying four decorated staves, known as Maypoles. Whenever any money was given at any of the houses the procession visited, the Lord kissed the Lady under the four Maypoles, which were crossed over their heads.

Merry England and London May Queen Festival
Visitors from many parts of the world are among the thousands of people who gather on the Common at Hayes, near Bromley, Kent, to witness the crowning of London's May Queen. It is the largest May Queen Festival in Britain and over a thousand children takes part. The date is the second Saturday in May. The procession forms up in the village about 1.30 p. m. and make its way to the Common by way of the village church. The actual crowning takes place about 3 p.m. As many as forty May Queens from different parts of the country are present, and with their attendants present a colourful spectacle. Their dresses are beautifully made, with a distinctive colour scheme for almost all the different "Realms". The Festival has been held since 1880.  
Whitsuntide
There are no generally observed customs associated with Whitsuntide although various country towns and villages have their own traditional customs. Morris dancing which seems to have come into vogue again in recent years is also sometimes associated with Whitsuntide.                                        


             Cheese-Rolling
Cheese-rolling on Cooper's Hill, in the Gloucestershire parish of Brock worth, is an old Whit Monday custom, which has now, like so many others, been transferred to the newly established Spring Bank Holiday. In the evening of that day, the youth of the neighbourhood run races down the precipitous hillside for the prize of a cheese.
The course to be run is down that part of the very steep hill which is free from trees. At the head of it there is a tall standing Maypole which is decorated with flowers for the occasion. Before each race begins, the Master of Ceremonies, wearing a white coat and a top hat decked with coloured ribbons, hands a cheese to the person who has been chosen to act as Starter for that year, and slowly counts four. At the word 'three', the Starter sends the competitors rush after it. Since the ground is rough and the gradient extremely sharp, most of the runners measure their length more than once on the tussock grass, and some roll a good part of the way, like their quarry, before the bottom of the hill is reached. The winner keeps the cheese, which is protected on its headlong flight by a strong wooden casing, and there are money prizes for the competitors who finish second and third. When the first race is over, other cheeses are released for the following races, of which there are sometimes as many as five or six, including one for girls.
Cheese-rolling on this site is said to run back to a very remote period, and to be a necessary performance for the maintenance of grazing rights on the common.
Tradition says that the cheeses for these sports were formerly given by individual parishioners, and sometimes they still are; but nowadays a collection is usually made beforehand to pay for them, and to provide money for other prizes and the general expenses of the festivity. There has never been a break in the annual ceremony. Even during the last war, when food-rationing made the provision of several whole cheeses quite impossible; continuity was preserved by using a wooden dummy together with a very small piece of real cheese.

Late summer bank holiday (August bank holiday)
On Bank Holiday the townsfolk usually flock into the country and to the coast. If the weather is, fine many families take a picnic-lunch of tea with them and enjoy their meal in the open. Seaside towns near London, such as South end, are invaded by thousands of trippers who come in cars and coaches, trains, motorcycles and bicycles. Great amusement parks like South end Kursaal do a roaring trade with their scenic railways, shooting galleries, water-shoots, Crazy Houses, Hunted Houses and so on. Trippers will wear comic paper hats with slogans such as "Kiss Me Quick" and they will eat and drink the weirdest mixture of stuff you can imagine, sea food like cockles, mussels, whelks, shrimps and fried fish and chips, candy floss, beer, tea, soft drinks, everything you can imagine.
Bank Holiday is also an occasion for big sports meetings at places like the White City Stadium, mainly all kinds of athletics. There are also horse race meetings all over the country, and most traditional of all, there are large fairs, with swings, roundabouts, coconut shies, a Punch and Judy show, hoop-la stalls and every kind of side-show including, in recent years, bingo. These fairs are pitched on open spaces of common land, and the most famous of them is the huge one on Hampstead Heath near London. It is at Hampstead Heath you will see the Pearly Kings, those Cockney coasters (street traders), who wear suits or frocks with thousands of tiny pearl buttons stitched all over them, also over their caps and hats, in case of their Queens. They hold horse and cart parades in which prizes are given for the smartest turn out. Horses and carts  are gaily  decorated. Many Londoners will visit Whipsawed Zoo. There is also much boating activity on the Thames, regattas at Henley and on other rivers and the English climate being what it is, it invariably rains.
                               Halloween
Halloween is both a British and an American holiday. In Britain, it is celebrated in Scotland and Wales. In the United States it is celebrated in many towns and villages. It is a holiday for children and young people. In the evening of October 31 boys and girls 'dress up' in different old clothes and wear masks. As the night is usually dark they take with them a lantern made from a pumpkin. On an empty pumpkin they cut out slits for two eyes, a. nose and a mouth and put a lighted candle inside. The pumpkin then looks like a jeering face with burning eyes. - The children go from house to house and knock on the doors calling 'trick or treat'. This means that they will, play no tricks on you if you 'treat' them - ask them in and give them sweets and fill their bags with fruit and cakes or anything else they like.

         Guy Fawkes night- November 5
Guy Fawkes Night is one of the most popular festivals in Great Britain.Is celebrated on 5th November each year.
In the last century, many of these celebrations were wild indeed, with home-made fireworks, blazing barrels of tar and huge bonfires in the streets. The windows of shops and houses had to be boarded up, and injuries were many. Fortunately, those days have gone, and regulations have been tightened up.

  Lewes, Sussex, is noted for its Guy Fawkes celebrations, now a highly organized event attracting thousands of visitors. There are torchlight processions and pageantry, with official Bonfire Societies to help with the various displays. The traditional tar barrel is still a feature, but it now ends its fiery career safely in the river.
There is an extremely well organized celebration at Winchester, Hampshire. College students and many other organizations in the city prepare elaborate guys, for which prizes are awarded. The guy awarded the first prize has the honour of being the first to be cast upon the huge bonfire, the other prize-winners following in order of merit. Coffee and hot-dogs are in plentiful supply, and a grand time is had by the thousands of onlookers.
The Guy Fawkes Carnival held at Bridgewater, Somerset, on the Thursday nearest to November 5th, is believed to date back unbroken except for the war years, to the original event in 1605. The carnival is noted for the many thousands of "squibs" which are used. For many generations these were made in the homes and local shops, but for safety reasons these were banned and only factory-made ones are permitted.

                                Penny for the Guy

When November 5th comes, many people feel that they should give their dog a sedative, for some dogs get very nervous when they hear loud bangs, and "the evening of Guy Fawkes Day is sure to. Be noisy if there are children living in the neighbourhood in England.
November 5th is a day on which traditionally children are allowed, under proper supervision, to let off fireworks, to make a bonfire and burn on it the figure of a ragged dummy (a "guy") made of old clothes, straw, and - if possible - one of father's oldest hats. Even the smaller children are allowed to stay up until it is really dark, so that they can admire the rockets that burst in the sky and send down a shower of many-coloured sparks.
In the days before Guy Fawkes Day, some children may be seen going about the streets with their faces blackened, and wearing some kind of disguise. Sometimes they have a little cart or an old pram, and in it there is a "guy"; they ask the passers-by to spare "a penny for the guy". With the coppers they get they buy fireworks.
    Searching the Houses of Parliament

The memory of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605 is preserved by many cheerful customs in various parts of Great Britain, and by one dignified ceremony that takes place in London before the Opening of Parliament.
This is the searching by a detachment of Yeomen of the Guard of the cellars under the Palace of Westminster, either on the evening before the Opening or, more usually, on the morning of the day itself. The Yeomen, in their scarlet and gold uniforms, come from the Tower of London to the Princess' Chamber in the House of Lords and there, in the presence of a number of the Palace officials, they are given old candle-lanterns for use during the ceremony. As soon as the order to search has been received, they set out on a prolonged tour of the basements, vaults, and cellars below the building. Carrying their lighted lanterns in their hands, and firmly ignoring the existence of the very efficient electric lighting, they search every cranny and crevice, every corner and conceivable hiding-place, to satisfy themselves that no gunpowder barrels, bombs, or infernal machines have been anywhere concealed with intent to blow up Sovereign, Lords, and Commons. When they have proved by personal and most careful inspection that all is well, a message is sent to the Queen, the Yeomen are given some well earned refreshment and return whence they came, and Parliament is then free to assemble without fear of disaster.

It needs hardly be said that the safety of the reigning monarch, ministers, peers, and elected members of Parliament does not really depend upon this picturesque last-minute ceremony. Nevertheless, there was a night in 1605 when it did so depend upon a grimly earnest and quite unpicturesque search through the multifarious cellars that then underran the Palace of Westminster, and it is this event, which the modern ceremony is traditionally supposed to commemorate. In fact, there does not seem to be any real evidence for the connection. Some authorities think that regular inspections of the cellars did not begin until the time of the Popish Plot scare in the latter half of the seventeenth century. However that may be, there is no doubt that the ceremonial search made by the Yeomen of the Guard before the State Opening of Parliament is as much a reminder of the Gunpowder Plot for most people as any bonfires blazing and rockets soaring heavenwards on the night of November 5th.

 Notwithstanding the candles, the search now made is a real one, and certainly any secret enemy of the Queen and Parliament would find it hard to conceal any material evidence of evil intentions from the keen eyes of the Yeomen of the Guard.

                       Trafalgar Square on Bonfire Night
It so happened that on the 5th of November, late in the afternoon I called round at my friends' place intending to spend the evening with them. I had a box of fireworks under my arm and in the car a couple of rickety old kitchen-chairs. The latter, I thought, would do well for the fire we would build in my friends' back garden. I knew that John, their 10-year-old son, had a very good guy. I had seen him in the streets within those last few weeks, asking for the usual "Penny for the Guy". Thus, I concluded, the boy must have a nice lot of fireworks by now, and we would have a thoroughly good time burning the guy on our bonfire and setting off scores of fireworks.
Engrossed in pleasant contemplations, I rang the bell. It was some time before I heard the sound of footsteps in the hall, then the door was flung open and I gasped. The tall man who confronted me was surely some queer vagabond. He was dressed in a most picturesque manner: a pair of worn-out baggy trousers, an equally old checked Norfolk jacket of a cut probably worn somewhere around the 18th century, a red rag carelessly tied round his neck, an enormous hat, pulled well over the eyes, completing the picture. It was only when the man smiled and a familiar voice said: "Come on in, won't you," that I recognized Bill. "I didn't know you went in for amateur dramatics," I said while he was helping me off with my coat. "I don't. We are going up to Trafalgar Square. I suppose you might as well come, too. It'll be an experience for you. But we must find you something suitable to wear."
In the sitting-room I found Bill's wife, Margaret, and George and Mary, their next-door neighbours: all similarly clad in rags. Margaret told me that John had been sent to her sister's, so he would have his bonfire night there. He had taken his fireworks, but not the guy; there was one there already. John's guy, as he was a particularly good one, had been taken up into the loft, ready for the following year. Of course, that was a highly irregular thing to do, but Margaret said she had got quite attached to it, and it would break her heart to part with it. Next I had that dressing-up business explained to me. It turned out that if you went to Trafalgar Square on the 5th of November you had to wear clothes which you were prepared to discard afterwards, for you would get as black as a chimney-sweep, to say nothing of the holes which fireworks would burn in your garments.
While we were fortifying ourselves with cups of strong tea before setting out on our journey, Margaret was rummaging through the drawers and the wardrobe trying to find something for me to wear. Unfortunately, she had already helped George out with an old hat and coat, so it was eventually decided that Bill should go up into the loft and borrow some of the guy's clothes. This he did rather too willingly and soon came down with a fantastic-looking trilby, a coat and an old pair of jeans. All these I put on amid roars of laughter. I must admit, I felt a little apprehensive at first, lest the neighbours should recognize me, or rather the guy, when we walked down to the station. But George assured me that there was no danger of that since we would go up to town in his car. Indeed, a few minutes later we were safely on our way to London.
It took us slightly under an hour to reach the "approaches" to Trafalgar Square. We parked the car, not without difficulty, and joined the steady stream of people who were moving in the direction of the square. As we drew nearer we began to distinguish crackling noises. Obviously, they had already started setting off fireworks. On and off there was a heavy explosion, which sounded as if a bomb had come down. Loud cheering and screams followed these. 

Now and then some policeman blew his whistle. The square was already in sight, but I could not make out much because of the tall man who was walking in front of me. Suddenly, however, he turned off, went up to a lamp-post and began to climb it, very expertly. There were a few cheers from the onlookers and a clatter of applause. I thought all this rather odd, but the next thing I saw astonished me even more. A yard or so away there was another lamp-post with literally bunches of people hanging from it like some strange enormous grapes. A lonely bobby stood below trying to persuade them to come down while the jeering crowd which surrounded him was not very politely telling him to mind his own business, which I thought was precisely what he was doing. Now and again some man or woman would try to get to the lamp-post, but the bobby stood his ground firmly, and threw the offenders, without much ado, right back into the ranks of the crowd. All the other lamp-posts further down were similarly occupied. In some cases the policeman had managed to get hold of an ill-starred climber and was pulling at his leg or coat as hard as he could, while those above tried to pull the fellow up, out of the bobby's reach.
On entering the square we found that we had lost George. We looked back. Somebody who was sitting almost astride the nearest lamp-post waved to us and shouted something undistinguishable. "Small-timer!" murmured Bill, "Us for the column, eh?" We nodded, doubtfully. After that we battled for about half an hour through the thick crowd, which surrounded Nelson's Column. At last we reached the front rows, none the worse for the experience, with the exception of a few bruises and some holes made by fireworks in our clothes.
Earlier on the police had surrounded the whole monument but they had already been forced to retreat and surrender the lions, which were now occupied by the jubilant public. The policemen were now guarding the holy of holies, the column itself, and their faces showed grim determination. Strategically they were in a better position- than the public; they stood on the pedestal on which this magnificent 184-foot-high column rests, thus several feet above the rest of the people, and any dare-devil who cherished dreams of having at least a try at ascending the column, would have to get onto the pedestal and break through a double chain of police before he reached the foot of it. On the other hand, the public had the advantage of sheer numbers.
When we arrived on the scene, both sides were still more or less in good humour. From the public people shouted to the policemen telling them to come down from their ivory tower, occasionally a few fireworks were thrown at the bobbies which the more sporting of them threw right back into the crowd. Again and again groups of men tried to break through the police, but without success. Gradually tempers began to run high. Now and then you could see a policeman being pulled down the pedestal, where somebody had managed to get hold of his legs. His mates, naturally, would come to his aid trying to pull him back while below a whole bunch of people would be hanging on to him, determined not to let go. The number of policemen milling about among the public increased greatly as time went on, and when, after watching the battle for the monument for an hour or so and deciding that it was hardly likely that someone would manage to climb it, we worked our way out of the crowd, we noticed a number of Black Marias standing by ready to rush off to the police-station anyone who should let his bad temper get the better of him. Indeed, in a while we saw some policemen coming along with the first victims.
We walked round a little watching lamp-post battles and listening to the exchange of witticisms and insults, and then decided to go and look for George. By the time we found him, still astride the lamp-post, he must have grown tired of sitting there, for he came down readily enough, to the great satisfaction-of the constable who stood nearby. By now the crowd in Trafalgar Square began to disperse and we thought it wise to make our way back to the car. It took us some time to reach it. We got in. Margaret produced the thermos-flask she had brought along and we had the best cup of tea we had ever tasted: what with shouting and the smoke from the fireworks our throats were parched.
As George wanted to avoid, the traffic-jam, we drove back to the square to see whether everything was over. The square was empty. Several street-sweepers were moving about with small hand-carts into which they were collecting lost shoes, gloves, bags, hats and so on. A small police-van still stood by the curb, but as we approached, it moved off. All was over. Nelson's Column stood lonely and deserted in the centre of the square: nobody wanted to ascend it any more - the Walpurgis Night had come to an end with the first crow of the cocks. Feeling pleasantly sad we walked back to the car and soon were on the road home.                       
As you can see the British people have very interesting customs, traditions and holidays, which have been kept by them for many centuries.

                                                ГЛАВА II

The comparison of main holidays of Great Britain and Russia:                             

  About Great Britain

Great Britain (official name - the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) is situated on two large islands, the larger of which is Great Britain, the smaller is Ireland. In addition to these two islands Great Britain includes over five hundred small islands. The total area of Great Britain is 240,000 sq. kms, its population is 56,000,000 people.

In the north-west and west the country is washed by the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea, in the east - by the North Sea. The island of Great Britain is separated from France by the English Channel. Northern Ireland, which is a part of Great Britain and which is situated on the island of Ireland, is separated from Great Britain by the North Channel.
The island of Great Britain is divided into two: parts: mountainous (in the north and west of the island) and lowland (in the south and east). There are no very long rivers in Great Britain. Their most important rivers are the Thames (the deepest) and the Severn (the longest): The Rivers seldom freeze in winter. Due to the moderating influence of the sea Great Britain" has an insular climate, rather humid and mild, without striking discrepancy between seasons.
Great Britain consists of four main parts: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Administratively Great Britain is divided into 55 counties. The biggest cities of Great Britain are London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh, and Cardiff.
England is the largest part of Great Britain (it occupies over 50% of the territory, and its population amounts to 83 % of the total population of Great Britain). Wales is a peninsula in the south-west of the island of Great Britain. It occupies about 9 % of its territory with the population of 4.8 % of the total population. Scotland is the most northern part of Great Britain with a territory of 32 % of the total territory and with a population of 9 % of the total population of Great Britain. Northern Ireland occupies the norm-east part of the island of Ireland. Its territory amounts to 5.2 % of the total territory of Great Britain. The main cities of Northern Ireland are Belfast and Londonderry.
The Welsh have their own language. However, many Welsh people do not know Welsh, and everyone in Wales speaks English. Scotland and Ireland also have their own languages, but these are rarely spoken and everyone there knows English.
Great Britain is a parliamentary monarchy. Officially the head of state is the Queen (or the King). However, the power of the Queen in Great Britain is not absolute. She acts only on the advice of the ministers and Parliament. There is no written constitution in Great Britain. The main principles of British legislation are expressed in other documents, like "Magna Charta", "Habeas Corpus Act", "Bill of Rights", the Parliamentary Act, which decided the position of the House of Lords, and the Judicature Act. British legislation does not provide written guarantees of individual political rights.
Parliament in Great Britain has existed since 1265 and is the eldest Parliament in the world. It consists of two, Houses - the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords consists of 1000 peers who are not elected by the people. The House of Commons is a nation-wide representative body, which is elected by the people at a general election, within 5 years of the last election. After the general election the Queen appoints the head of the government – the Prime Minister. As anile the Prime Minister is the leader of the party that has won the election. The Prime Minister appoints the ministers to make up the government
There are two main political, parties in Great Britain: the Conservative party and, the Labour party. The Conservative party came into being in the 19th century as a result of the evolution of the Tory party. The Labour party was founded in 1900. Since 1906 it has borne the name of the Labour Party. The Labour Party won the election for the first time in 1945.
Great Britain is a highly developed industrial country. The main fields of British industry are machine building, shipbuilding, metallurgy, and electronics.
London- the capital of Great Britain

As we know London is the capital of Great Britain. It is situated on the river Thames. It is an ancient city. It appeared at the place where the Roman invaders decided to build a bridge over the Thames. Today London is an important port and a trading centre. It is quite clear that London is an industrial and cultural centre of Great Britain. It has the population of more than 8 million people.
People say that London is the city of contrasts. Because there the past meets the present, the old meets the new.
There are four parts in London: West End, East End, the City and Westminster. West End is the richest part, East End is the part where working people live, and the City is the financial centre. The City is small, but it is an important commercial centre of the country. The Tower of London, St Paul's Cathedral is situated in the City. Here we can find the Fleet Street, where newspapers and news agencies have their offices.
Trafalgar Square is known as the centre of London. There is the Nelson Column in its centre. The Houses of Parliament are situated there too. At one side of it we can see the famous Big Ben; the Thames is behind it with the Westminster Bridge. The Westminster Abbey is noted for its architecture. Kings and queens have been crowned there and many famous people were buried there. Tourists come to see its beauty and have a look at the memorials to Shakespeare, Milton, Burns, and Byron.
As mentioned above London is a port city, its waterways play an important role for the country.
Every year many visitors come to London, because there are places worth seeing. Historic buildings, museums, parks, galleries, streets are really attractive.

             Holidays in the Great Britain:

1 января
     Новый год(New Years Day).
Любимый всеми праздник отмечается в разных странах по-разному, однако  везде он любим и ожидаем.
12 января        Фестиваль кельтской культуры
Фестивали кельтской культуры проходят во многих странах, в том числе и в России.

25 января
День рождения знаменитого поэта Роберта Бернса (1759 -1796),является национальным праздником в Шотландии, на родине поэта.
31 января
В IX веке на Шетландские острова, что рядом с побережьем Шотландии, высадились викинги, открывшие новую страницу в истории островов.
14 февраля   День святого Валентина (День всех влюбленных).
17 марта
  День святого Патрика.
17 марта -  день памяти покровителя Ирландии, святого Патрика.
26 марта        День матери в Великобритании.   

Этот праздник похож на 8 Марта в  России.
1 апреля
  День смеха (День дурака).
Некоторые считают, что первоначально 1-е апреля праздновалось во многих странах как день весеннего солнцестояния.
14 апреля     Святая Пятница.
Ежегодный лондонский марафон Флорал, событие, приуроченное к 14 апреля, - это больше, чем спортивное мероприятие.
16 апреля
Пасха - христианский праздник в честь воскресения  Иисуса Христа, отмечаемый католической церковью в первое полнолунное воскресение после весеннего равноденствия между 22 марта и 25 апреля.
19 апреля     День подснежника
Англичане очень любят этот белоснежный цветок, разводят и высаживают его  на городских клумбах. 
21 апреля     День рождения королевы Елизаветы II
А интересно, как это - отмечать свой День рождения вот уже более 50-ти лет дважды в год? На этот вопрос сможет ответить Королева Елизавета II, которая родилась 21 апреля 1926 года в Лондоне, и вот уже много лет день её рождения празднуется всем Соединённым Королевством не только 21 апреля, но и в 3-ю субботу июня.
30 апреля
Вальпургиева ночь - это главный шабаш ведьм, а также один из важнейших языческих праздников, посвященных плодородию.
1 мая     Бельтайн
Отмечаемый в ночь на 1 мая праздник Бельтайн был одним из двух самых важных праздников кельтского календарного года, который делился на два равных периода, открывавшихся большими праздниками - Самайном (Самхейн) 1 ноября и Бельтайном
29 июня
        День святых апостолов Петра и Павла.
13 августа    Всемирный день левшей.
28 августа   День лета.
В последний понедельник августа в Великобритании отмечается День лета везде, кроме Шотландии.
16 октября   Всемирный день продовольствия. 
31
октября   Хэллоуин.     

Хэллоуин - канун Дня всех святых.
1ноября
  День всех святых
Праздник римско-католических и англиканских церквей, день, в который церкви прославляют Бога и всех святых.
5 ноября
День Гая Фокса.
11 ноября      День перемирия. 
Название этого дня - День перемирия, память о Компьенсмом перемирии, которым закончилась Первая мировая война.
30ноября       День Святого Эндрю (St. Аndrew’s Day).    

День святого  Эндрю,окровителя Шотландии.
25 декабря   Католическое Рождество (Christmas Day).
Обычай дарить подарки на Рождество окончательно утвердился в Британии только в викторианские времена (королева Виктория правила в 1837-1901 гг.)

26
декабря    День подарков(Boxing Day).
Второй день рождества в церковном календаре посвящен святому Стефану. Название этого праздника происходят от слова "box" (коробка), куда прячут рождественские подарки.

Обычай дарить подарки на Рождество окончательно утвердился в Британии, только в викторианские времена (королева Виктория правила в 1837-1901 гг.). До этого подарками обменивались на Новый год или в 12-ть ночь (праздник Богоявления) - в англоязычном мире эта древняя традиция сохранилась только в Шотландии. Там новогодний праздник Xoгманэй по-прежнему встречают с большим энтузиазмом, чем Рожество.

Обычай складывать подарки в чулок тоже связан с викторианской Англией. Для него существует такое объяснение: «Рождественский дед» путешествовал по воздуху и проникал в дома через дымовую трубу. Спускаясь в один из домов, он оборонил несколько золотых монет в носок, в который повесили сушиться над очагом. С тех пор в Рождественский Сочельник на камин стали вывешивать носки и чулки в надежде, что туда что-нибудь упадет.
Британцы первыми начали украшать дом и дарить в подарок висячие растения - такие, как остролист, плющ. Обычай этот очень древний и существовал еще в языческие времена. Растения должны были очищать дом от злых духов и напоминать о том, что весна не за горами.
Королевские особы в середине прошлого века переняли, германский обычай наряжать елку: первая елка была установлена в Винздорском замке в 1841 г.        
       Выходные дни в Великобритании.
В Великобритании выходными являются следующие дни:
1.
Новый год - ((New Year Day (January 1)).
2.  Страстная пятница - (Good Friday).

3.   Пасхальный понедельник - (Easter Monday).
4.   Первый понедельник мая - (May Day).
5.   Последний понедельник мая - (Spring Bank Holiday).

6.   Последний   понедельник   августа   -  ( August Bank Holiday).

7.
Рождество - Christmas (December 25).
8.    2-ой день рождества - Boxing Day (December 26).


Christmas

Christmas Day is the most popular of bank holidays. Christmas season is the most festive time of the year in Britain and the United States. Students and schools and colleges usually have a 2 weeks vacation, beginning before Christmas and ending soon after New Year. There are a lot of parties to celebrate the birth of Christ and the arrival of the New Year. Although   no one knows exactly when Jesus was born, Christians everywhere in the world celebrate his birthday on December 25. This day was a festival long before Christianity because ancient people believed this was the time when the sun god started his journey back to earth and it was a custom to give presents to each other. Now children are told that Santa Claus or Father Christmas in a red hat and a long white beard puts presents for them into their stockings by the fireplace.
 The winter tradition of decorating homes with evergreens began in ancient times, too. Branches of fir were thought to bring good luck and guarantee the return of spring. The Germans were the first to use the Christmas tree in their celebrations. 

In the 19th century the decorated fir tree became popular in Europe and USA. Carol singers began to go from house to house in groups singing traditional Christmas songs and asking for charity. 

 Today many people also send Christmas cards to each other. The most popular wishes in these holiday cards are: Merry Christmas, Peace on Earth.

The Christmas Pantomime

A pantomime is a traditional English entertainment at Christmas. It is meant for children, but adults enjoy it just as much. It is a very old form of entertainment, and can be traced back to 16th century Italian comedies. Harlequin is a character from these old comedies.
There have been a lot of changes over the years. Singing and dancing and all kinds of jokes have been added; but the stories, which are told, are still fairy-tales, with a hero, a heroine, and a villain. Because they are fairy-tales we do not have to ask who will win in the end! The hero always wins the beautiful princess, the fairy queen is triumphant and the demon king is defeated.
In every pantomime there are always three main characters. These are the "principal boy", the "principal girl", and the "dame". The principal boy is the hero and a girl always plays him. The principal girl is the heroine, who always marries the principal boy in the end. The dame is a comic figure, usually the mother of the principal boy or girl and is always played by a man.
In addition, you can be sure there will always be a "good fairy" and a "bad fairy" - perhaps an ogre of a demon king.
Pantomimes are changing all the time. Every year, someone has a new idea to make them more exciting or more up-to-date. There are pantomimes on ice, with all the actors skating; pantomimes with a well-known pop singer as the principal boy or girl; or pantomimes with a famous comedian from the English theatre as the dame. But the old stories remain, side by side with the new ideas.
New Year in England
In England the New Year is not as widely or as enthusiastically observed as Christmas. Some people ignore it completely and go to bed at the same time as usual on New Year's Eve. Many others, however, do celebrate it in one way or another, the type of celebration varying very much according to the local custom, family tradition and personal taste.
The most common type of celebration is a New Year party, either a, family party or one arranged by a group of young people. This usually begins at about eight o'clock and goes on until the early hours of the morning. There is a lot of drinking, mainly beer, wine, gin and whisky; sometimes the hosts make a big bowl of punch which consists of wine, spirits, fruit juice and water in varying proportions. There is usually a buffet supper of cold meat, pies, sandwiches, savories, cakes and biscuits. At midnight the wireless is turned on, so that everyone can hear the chimes of Big Ben, and on the hour a toast is drunk to the New Year, and Auld Lang Syne is sung.
Then the party goes on.
Another popular way of celebrating the New Year is to go to a New Year's dance. Most hotels and dance halls hold a special dance on New Year's Eve. The hall is decorated, there are several different bands and the atmosphere is very gay.
The most famous celebration is in London round the statue of Eros in Piccadilly Circus where crowds gather and sing and welcome the New Year. In Trafalgar Square there is also a big crowd and someone usually falls into the
fountain.

Those who have no desire or no opportunity to celebrate the New Year themselves can sit and watch other people celebrating on television. It is an indication of the relative unimportance of the New Year in England that the television producers seem unable to find any traditional English festivities for their programs and usually show Scottish ones.
January 1st, New Year's Day, is now a public holiday, fortunately for those who like to celebrate most of the night. Some people send New Year cards and give presents but this is not a widespread custom. This is the traditional time for making "New Year resolutions", for example, to give up smoking, or to get up earlier. However, these are generally more talked about than put into practice.
Hogmanay Celebrations

Hogmanay is a Scottish name for New Year's Eve, and is a time for merry-making, the giving of presents and the observance of the old custom of First-Footing. One of the most interesting of Scottish Hogmanay celebrations is the Flambeaux Procession at Comrie, Perthshire. Such processions can be traced back to the time of the ancient Druids. There is a procession of townsfolk in fancy dress carrying large torches. They are led by pipers. When the procession has completed its tour, the flambeaux (torches) are thrown into a pile, and everyone dances around the blaze until the torches have burned out.


       First Foot
The first visitor to enter a house on New Year's morning is commonly known in Great Britain as the First Foot. In Yorkshire he is sometimes called the Lucky Bird, in the Isle of Man, the Quaaltagh. Wherever he appears, he is a personage of great importance. He may be a chance caller, or a man on some errand unconnected with the anniversary or he may be the ceremonial First Foot who comes on purpose to let the New Year into the house and bring good luck to the family. Whichever he is, he is traditionally supposed to influence the fortunes of the householders in the following twelve months, both by the gifts he brings and by his own character and appearance. Hence it is essential everywhere that he should be an individual with certain definite qualities, though what these are varies a little from one region to another.
In Scotland and northern England, the custom of First-Footing in the early hours of January 1st is still kept up with great vigour. The First Foot comes as soon as possible after midnight has struck. He brings symbolic gifts of food or fuel or money as tokens of prosperity in the year that has just begun. Sometimes, instead of these presents, or in addition to them, he carries a bunch of evergreens as a promise of continuing life. Nothing must be taken out of the house before these gifts have been brought in, nor should any one go outside until he has arrived. He must be admitted by the front door and, since he is a luck-bringer, he must be hospitably entertained with food and plentiful supplies of wine or spirits.
Usually, the First Foot greets all within as he crosses the threshold, and is at once loudly welcomed in return. In some parts of Scotland, however, he does not speak until he has laid a peat or a coal upon the fire. This silent entry and first concern with the hearth, the life-center of the house, has been recorded in other regions also, and may perhaps represent an older form of the rite. In his English Festivals (1947), Lawrence Whistler describes an impressive version of the ceremony, in which the First Foot carried an evergreen branch in one hand and a sprig of mistletoe in the other. He entered in silence, crossed the room to the hearth, and there laid the green branch upon the flames and the mistletoe on the mantelpiece above. No one spoke while he did this, and only when he turned to wish the assembled company a happy New Year was the general silence broken.
The ceremonial First Foot may be one of a band of young men going round from house to house, or a friend of the family who has arranged to let the New Year in for them. Sometimes a man of the right type will undertake to visit every house in a given street or district. Strictly speaking, the First Foot should always be someone from outside the home, but occasionally, when no such early morning visitor is expected, a male member of the household will go out just before midnight and be ceremonially let in again as, soon as the hour has struck, with the appropriate gifts in his hand. These, in England, are usually a piece of bread and a piece of coal, as symbols of food and warmth and a coin or a little salt to ensure wealth in the coming year .In Scotland, a bottle of whisky is often included, or a compound of spirits, beer, sugar, and eggs known as a Het Pint. Round Dundee, and in the fishing villages of the East Coast, a red herring is a lucky gift, as a promise of good fishing to come; and in some Scottish rural areas a sheaf of wheat, symbolizing a good corn-harvest, is often carried. For the First Foot to come empty-handed is a very bad omen, for this means losses and poverty before the year's end.
To be a true luck-bringer, the First Foot should be vigorous and healthy and, if possible, young and good-looking. If he is flat-footed, or cross-eyed, or lame, if his eyebrows meet across his nose, if he is dressed in black, or appears to be ailing, the omens for the coming twelve months are bad. In most areas, a dark-haired or dark-complexioned man is lucky, though there are local exceptions to this rule. In some east Yorkshire districts, for instance, and in parts of Lincolnshire and Northumberland, the First Foot must be fair. Red hair is very widely disliked. In some counties, a bachelor is best, in others, a married man. Children and adolescent boys are usually popular first visitors, and so in some regions is a man known to be a footling, that is, one who was born feet foremost, and who is consequently supposed to have magical powers of healing.
In the Isle of Man, the Quaaltagh may be of either sex, though a man is usually preferred. Similarly, in Scotland a woman can be a lucky First Foot in some areas, though not in all. But in England a female First Foot is a disaster almost everywhere. In the northern counties, where the ceremonial letting-in of the New Year is most widely, observed, no woman would ever dream of presenting herself for this purpose. Along the Welsh Border formerly if a woman had occasion to call at a house on January 1st, she was expected to enquire first whether a man had been there before her; if she failed to do this, and came nevertheless, she was suspected of deliberate malice towards the family concerned.
Until about sixty or seventy years ago, it was customary in some parts of England for Christmas, as well as New Year, to be ceremonially let in by a First Foot, or Lucky Bird.
The accepted First Foot of Christmas was a man, or a boy, of the right type, who came very early on Christmas morning. He entered by the front door and, in many places, walked right through the house, going into every room, and leaving finally by the back door. Unlike the New Year counterpart, he brought no symbolic gifts, though he usually carried a sprig of evergreen. It was, however, essential that something should be given to him. In East Yorkshire, he was sometimes given bread, salt, and a small coin as soon as he crossed the threshold. Elsewhere, the customary gifts were sixpence or a shilling, and a generous portion of Christmas cake, or cheese, with cider, ale, or home-made wine. Unless these, or other gifts were made to the Christmas luck-bringer, very bad luck would follow during the coming year.
                   The Night of Hogmanay
Nowhere else in Britain is the arrival of the New Year celebrated so whole-heartedly as in Scotland.
Throughout Scotland, the preparations for greeting the New Year start with a minor "spring-cleaning". Brass and silver must be glittering and fresh linen must be put on the beds. No routine work may be left unfinished; stockings must be darned, tears mended, clocks wound up musical instruments tuned, and pictures hung straight. In addition, all outstanding bills are paid, overdue letters written and borrowed books returned.  At least, that is the idea!
Most important of all, there must be plenty of good things to eat. Innumerable homes "reek of a celestial grocery" - plum puddings and currant buns, spices and cordials, apples and lemons, tangerines and toffee. In mansion and farmhouse, in suburban villa and city tenement, the table is spread with festive fare. Essential to Hogmanay are "cakes and kebbuck" (oatcakes and cheese), shortbread, and either black bun or currant loaf. These are flanked with bottles of wine and the "mountain dew" that is the poetic name for whisky.

Many families prefer to bring in the New Year at home, with music or dancing, cards or talk. As the evening advances, the fire is piled high - for the brighter the fire, the better the luck. The members of the household seat themselves round the hearth, and when the hands of the clock ' approach the hour, the head of the house rises, goes to the front door, opens it wide, and holds it thus until the last stroke of midnight has died away. Then he shuts it quietly and returns to the family circle. He has let the Old Year out and the New Year in. Now greetings and small gifts are exchanged, glasses are filled - and already the First-Footers are at the door.
The First-Footer, on crossing the threshold, greets the family with    simply "A Happy New Year!" and pours out a glass from the flask he carries. This must be drunk to the dregs by the head of the house, who, in turn, pours out a glass for each of his visitors. The glass handed to the First-Footer himself must also be drunk to the dregs. A popular toast is:
"Your good health!"
The First-Footers must take something to eat as well as to drink, and after an exchange of greetings they go off again on their rounds.

              Easter eggs
Wherever Easter is celebrated, there Easter eggs are usually to be found. In their modern form, they are frequently artificial, mere imitations of the real thing, made of chocolate or marzipan or sugar, or of two pieces of coloured and decorated cardboard fitted together to make an egg-shaped case containing some small gift. These are the Easter eggs of commerce, which now appear in shop-windows almost as soon as, and sometimes even before, Ash Wednesday is past, and by so doing lose much of their original festival significance. They are, however, comparative newcomers, hardly more than a hundred years old. Artificial eggs do not seem to have been used before the middle of last century, and popular as they are today, they have not yet entirely displaced the true Easter egg of tradition.
This is a real egg, hard-boiled, dyed in bright colours, and sometimes elaborately decorated. It still appears upon countless breakfast-tables on Easter Day, or is hidden about the house and garden for the children to find. It is used in games like egg-rolling and egg-shackling. Like its artificial counterpart, it is one of the most widespread of Easter gifts, and it is also the oldest, with an ancestry running far back into pre-Christian times.

Colouring and decorating the festival eggs seems to have been customary since time immemorial.
There are many ways of tinting and decorating the eggs, some simple and some requiring a high degree of skill. They can be dipped into a prepared dye or, more usually, boiled in it, or they may be boiled inside a covering of onion peel. In the household accounts of Edward I for 1290, there is an entry of eighteen pence spent upon "four hundred and a half of eggs", which were to be covered with leaf-gold, or else 'stained' by boiling, and then distributed to members of the Royal household. Ordinary commercial dyes are often used today for colouring, but originally only natural ones, obtained from flowers, leaves, mosses, bark, wood-chips, or other sources, were employed. In England, gorse-blossom was commonly used for yellow, cochineal for scarlet, and logwood-chips for a rich purple. Spinach leaves gave a fine green, and so did the petal of the purple anemone called the Pasqueflower. The outer skin of an onion, wrapped round an egg and boiled with it, is still very often used to obtain a delicate mottled yellow, or a pleasant brown. Similarly, if strips of coloured rag or ribbon are bound on, a marbled effect is produced.
One or two of the most beautifully ornamented Easter eggs would be saved and kept in tall ale-glasses in a corner cupboard, or some other place where they could be easily seen. An egg that is boiled really hard will last for years; some very fine specimens, originally decorated for the poet's children, are still preserved in the Wordsworth Museum at Grasmere. Here and there also, in cottages or farmhouses, others have survived as relics of Easters long gone by. But naturally, they are scarce, since only a very few eggs, cherished for superstitious or sentimental reasons, ever survived the first year. The majority were either eaten during the festival, or broken to pieces in the vigorous egg-games that were played at this season.
Egg-Rolling

Egg rolling is a traditional Easter pastime that still flourishes in northern England, Scotland, Ulster, the Isle of Man, and Switzerland. It takes place on Easter Sunday or Monday, and consists of rolling coloured, hard-boiled eggs down a slope until they are cracked and broken after which they are eaten by their owners. In some districts, this is a competitive game, the winner being the player whose egg remains longest undamaged, but more usually, the fun consists simply of the rolling and eating. This is evidently the older form of the custom, since egg rolling does not appear to have been originally a game to be lost or won. In the Hebrides, formerly, it provided an opportunity for divination. Each player marked his or her egg with an identifying sign, and then watched to see how it fared as it sped down the slope. If it reached the bottom unscathed, the owner could expect good luck in the future, but if it were broken, misfortune would follow before the year was out. Similarly, at Connell Ferry in Argyll shire, where it was customary for young men to roll their eggs in one place, and for young women to roll theirs in another, the man or girl whose egg went farthest and most smoothly would be the first person to marry in that particular group.
Any handy bank, or hillock or slanting lawn may be used for egg-rolling but in some districts there are traditional sites. Thus, the customary ground at Preston, in Lancashire, is Avenham Park where, on Easter Monday, very large crowds of adults and children annually congregate, and thousands of gaily-coloured eggs can be seen rolling and bouncing down the steep grassy hillside towards the River Ribble. Here it is usual to bring oranges to eat with the broken eggs, and sometimes these are rolled as well. This, of course, is a purely modern innovation, intended simply to add to the fun; but perhaps the addition of these golden, sun-like globes is not altogether inappropriate in a custom, which is sometimes said to have been originally a solar rite.

                            Hot Cross Buns

Eating hot cross buns at breakfast on Good Friday morning is a custom which still flourishes in most English households. Formerly, these rounds, spiced cakes marked with a cross, eaten hot, were made at home by housewives who rose at dawn for the purpose, or by local bakers who worked through the night to have them ready for delivery to their customers in time for breakfast. In towns, and especially in 'London, street vendors used to come out early in the mornings, carrying trays or baskets full of hot buns covered by a blanket and white cloth to preserve the heat, and crying as they went:
Hot Cross Buns!
One-a-penny, two-a-penny,
Hot Cross Buns!
They made a cheerful noise, which was one of the distinctive sounds of Good Friday. But they vanished from the streets when the bakers who supplied them with their wares ceased to work at night; and now that far fewer women than formerly do their own baking, the bun that appears on the Good Friday breakfast-table has usually been bought on the previous day, and simply re-heated for the meal.
There is an old belief that the true Good Friday bun - that is, one made on the anniversary itself - never goes mouldy, and in fact, if properly made in the traditional manner and kept in a dry place, it very rarely does so. It was once also supposed to have curative powers, especially for ailments like dysentery, diarrhoea, whooping-cough, and the complaint known as "summer sickness". Within living memory, it was still quite usual in country districts for a few buns to be set aside each year, hardened in the oven, and hung from the kitchen ceiling until they were needed. When illness came, as much as was necessary was finely grated and mixed with milk or water, to make a medicine, which the patient drank. In some areas, powdered buns, mixed in a warm mash, were occasionally given to ailing cattle.
Hot cross buns have a long ancestry, running backwards into pre-Christian times. Small cakes made of wheaten flour and marked with a cross were eaten in spring by the pagan Greeks and Romans, particularly at the festival of Diana which was celebrated at the Vernal Equinox." The early Saxons also seem to have eaten similar cakes round about the same March date. It is certain that hot cross buns were popular in England by the early eighteenth century, and they have remained so ever since.

London's Easter Parade

London greets the spring, and its early visitors, with a truly spectacular Easter Parade in Battersea Park on Easter Sunday each year. It is sponsored by the London Tourist Board and is usually planned around a central theme related to the history and attractions of London. The great procession, or parade, begins at 3 p. m. The parade consists of a great many interesting and decorated floats, entered by various organizations in and outside the metropolis. Some of the finest bands in the country take part in the parade. At the rear of the parade is usually the very beautiful Jersey float, created from thousands of lovely spring blooms and bearing the Easter Princess and her attendants.
                          About Russia                                       

Russia is one of the largest countries in the world. The vast territory of Russia lies in the eastern part of Europe and the northern part of Asia.
Twelve seas and three oceans wash Russia. The oceans are: the Arctic, the Atlantic, and the Pacific. The seas are: the White Sea, the Barents Sea, the Okhotsk Sea, the Black Sea, the Baltic Sea and others. Russia borders on many countries, such as Mongolia and China in the southeast, Finland and Norway in the northwest, and so on.

The land of Russia varies very much from forests to deserts, from high mountains to deep valleys. The main mountain chains are the Urals, the Caucasus and the Altai. There are a lot of great rivers and deep lakes on its territory. The longest rivers are the Volga in Europe and the Ob, the Yenisei and the Lena in Asia. The largest lakes are Ladoga and Baikal. Baikal is the deepest lake in the world and its water is the purest on earth.
The Russian Federation is rich in natural and mineral resources. It has deposits of oil, gas, coal, iron, gold and many others.
The current population of Russia is more than 140 million people. The European part of the country is densely peopled, and most population lives in cities and towns and their outskirts.
The capital of the Russian Federation is Moscow, with the population of about 10 million people.
Russia is a presidential republic. It is one of the leading powers in the world. Russia is a parliamentary republic. Head of State in this country is the President. The government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. The President controls each of them.
The Federal Assembly exercises the legislative power. It consists of two chambers: the Council of Federation and the State Duma. The Speaker heads each chamber. А bill may be introduced in any chamber. A bill becomes a law if it is approved by both chambers and signed by the President. The President may veto the bill. He can make international treaties. The President may also appoint ministers; the Federal Assembly approves them. The people elect the members of the Federal Assembly for four years. The executive power belongs to the Government, or the Cabinet of Ministers. The Prime Minister heads the government. The judicial power belongs to the system of courts. It consists of the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and other courts.
The national symbol of Russia is a white-blue-and-red banner. The coat-of-arms of the Russian Federation is the double-headed eagle. 

              Moscow- the capital of Russia

You can hardly imagine the history of Russia without Moscow. Moscow is the capital of Russia, its administrative, economic, political and educational centre. It is the largest metropolitan area in Russia with the population of about 10 million people, one of the largest cities in the world. The city is situated on low hills on the banks of the Moscow River. Its total area is about nine hundred square kilometres.
The original settlement of Moscow was founded where the Kremlin now stands by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky. It was first mentioned in the chronicles in 1147. It is the official date of the foundation of Moscow, though the settlement had been there for some time before.
Then, it was fortified and in the late 12th century it became a market town. The town was almost totally destroyed in 1237 and 1293 during the Tatar invasion. In the early 14th century Moscow became the political and religious centre of the north-eastern part of Russia. The Tatars again captured it in 1382. By the end of the 15th century, Moscow extended its rule over most of central and northern Russia. Its rulers continued to build fortifications around it.
In the 16th century, under Ivan the Terrible, Moscow became the capital of the state of Muscovy. In the 18th century Peter the Great transferred the capital to St. Petersburg. This transfer brought a period of decline to Moscow. But all the same it remained the heart of Russia. That is why it was the main target of Napoleon's attack in 1812. During the war of 1812 the fire destroyed three quarters of the city. But by the middle of the 19th century Moscow was completely rebuilt and it became a centre for industry and commerce, as well as a leading cultural, scientific and political centre.
After the October Revolution Moscow received again the status of capital of the USSR, and then, in 1991, of Russia.
The present-day Moscow is the seat of the government of the Russian Federation. President of Russia lives and works here; government offices are located here, too.
Also, Moscow is Russia's largest industrial city. Nearly 30 percent of the city's workforce employed in industry. Some of Russia's largest plants are located in or around Moscow. Metallurgy, metal processing and engineering are the largest industrial sectors. Other large sectors are textiles, clothing and footwear, chemical and petrochemical industries, electronic instruments and automation equipment.
Moscow is a leading cultural centre as well. It is the seat of the Academy of Sciences. Russian largest University, over 80 scientific research institutions, technical colleges and academies of music and art are situated here. There are the Lenin Library with one of the largest and richest archives in the world, over 80 museums, the famous Bolshoi and Maly Theatres.
Moscow is the main tourist attraction, where everyone can admire its straight and broad streets" and avenues, theatres and museums, parks and squares, monuments to famous people, churches and cathedrals. The heart of Moscow is Red Square. Everybody knows this place because Kremlin is situated here. Now the main Kremlin Tower, the Spasskaya Tower has become the symbol of the country.
In 1997 the city of white stone and golden domes celebrated the 850th anniversary.
Traditional Russian Holidays

Russian people love holidays. They are very hospitable. Any holiday is celebrated with lots of food and presents.                            
Holidays can be state, such as New Year's Day (the 1st of January), Constitution Day (the 12th of December), Defender of Motherland Day (the 23rd of February), Women's Day (the 8th of March), May Day (the 1st of May), Victory Day (the 9th of May), and Independence Day (the 12th of June). There are also religious holidays, such as Christmas, Easter, and Shrove-tide. We celebrate the Day of Knowledge and the Teacher's Day.
New Year's Day is, probably, the main holiday in our country. We prepare for it for a long time - we buy and make presents, discuss the menu. Most people believe it is a family holiday, but young people sometimes gather together to celebrate it.
From history we know that the tradition of celebrating the New Year's Day is a very old one, and goes back to our pagan past. But Peter the Great ordered to celebrate it on the 1st of January, to decorate houses and rooms with evergreen plants, and to make fireworks. The holiday begins when we put up the New Year Tree. It is a young fir-tree. Some people buy natural trees, but we have a plastic one. My parents and I decorate the rooms with special decorations, and also the tree with sweets, oranges and glistening glass balls. The holiday is great fun for children because they can stay up late and also because after the holiday we have our school vacation. At ten minutes to midnight the President makes his traditional speech. We all listen to the speech, and then wish each other «Happy New Year!» and drink champagne. Then it is the time for presents. I try to make something useful for my parents, or buy something in shops. They usually give me books, clothes and toys. After that we can eat and drink, dance and play games, or listen to music.
There is no traditional dish for the holiday, except the Russian salad. As for my family, we usually have the Russian salad, fruit salad, fish salad, a plate with slices of smoked meat and sausage, fish or meat in aspic, eggs stuffed with mushrooms, salted and pickled mushrooms and vegetables. For the main course we have fried meat. It is a tradition in my family to go for a walk after the New Year meal. We play snowballs, explode crackers and make fireworks. When we come back, tired but happy, granny brings in the cake. We all have tea or coffee and go to bed.
I know that Women's Day is an international holiday, it started in Europe in 1911, and was for the first time celebrated in Russia in 1913, but now it is not so popular in other countries as it is in Russia. Women's Day now is the day when men congratulate girls and women, give them presents and flowers, and do the housework.
May Day used to be a political holiday, but now it is the holiday of spring. It is a state holiday, and we do not go to school. Victory Day is the day when we remember the heroic deeds of our grandfathers during the Great Patriotic war. This holiday is celebrated all over the country. There are patriotic films on TV; you can hear the songs of that period. You can also see the demonstration of combat machines in Red Square and the parade of the veterans of the Great Patriotic War. On this day we give them presents and flowers.
Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter, and Shrove-tide are religious holidays. It is interesting, that Christmas, Palm Sunday and Easter are Christian holidays, but Shrove-tide is a pagan holiday.
Russian Christmas is celebrated on the 7th of January. The date of Easter changes every year. Not all Russian people celebrate them, because for many years religious holidays were prohibited. Russian children don't get presents, and they have to go to school.
Everybody loves shrove-tide. This is the holiday when we see Winter off and greet Spring. The Pagans believed that Spring was a sweet young girl and needed help. So, they burned the figure of Winter and made pancakes, or blins, which symbolize the Sun.
I want to mention one more holiday, which grows more and more popular every year, especially among the young people. It is St. Valentine's Day, the day of those who are in love. Chocolates and flowers are popular gifts on this holiday.

      Праздничные выходные дни в России:

1 января      Новый год

7 января      Рождество

23 февраля  День защитника отечества

8 марта      Международный женский день

1,2 мая         Майские праздники

9 мая            День  победы

12 июня        День независимости России
4 ноября       День народного единства

12 декабря   День конституции  РФ

                         New Year

New Year's Day celebrates the start of a new year. People who follow the Roman calendar celebrate it on January first. On this day people think about the past year, remember the projects they finished and the goals they did not achieve. They look forward to a new beginning and make New' Year resolutions on what they will achieve. Peter the First changed the Russian calendar in 1699. He made the 31st of December 1699 the last day of the year. The first of January 1700 became New Year's Day. 
I like New Year's Day. It is my favourite holiday. The 1st of January is a winter holiday and now it is the first day of the New Year.
The 1st of January is in the middle of winter. The weather is usually fine and there is a lot of snow everywhere. As the 1st of January is a holiday I don't go to school and my parents don't go to work.
We usually have a very interesting New Year's party at school. We have it on the 26th or 27th of December.
Our family prepares for this holiday beforehand. My father buys and brings tome a beautiful New Year's tree at the end of December. It is our family tradition to buy one. I like to decorate the New Year's tree with toys, little colored lights, sweets and a beautiful star on the top.
My mother and grandmother prepare our New Year's supper and lay the table. All the members of our family clean the flat before this nice holiday and then each of us tries to dress well.
We like to see the New Year in at home with our relatives. They come to see us at 11 o'clock in the evening. At 12 o'clock we are sitting at the table and we are glad to see the New Year in. We say, "Best wishes for the New Year!" I hope that next year will be better than the last one.
New Year's Day is always connected with our new hopes and dreams.
It is pleasant to get presents on New Year's Eve. I usually get many nice and useful things from my parents and relatives. My parents put their presents under the New Year's tree. We don't go to bed till morning. We watch TV, dance, eat tasty things and tell joke. It is my favourite holiday.

Christmas 

Christmas is a religious holiday. It is the day on which Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. The Christmas story comes from the Bible. It tells a beautiful story of shepherds who were watching their sheep when an angel appeared to them. He told that a Savior had been born in   Bethlehem. The shepherds went there to see the baby Jesus, who was born in a stable. His mother was the Virgin Mary and his father was Joseph.  It is the feast of Christ's birth and it is celebrated on 7th of January. In the mid-4th century it was established by the Roman Catholic Church as a separate feast and was celebrated on 25 December according to the Julian calendar. In the 10th century with the introduction of the Christianity into Rus it was fused with the local pagan celebrations of the sun's return or the commencement of the agricultural year. In some areas was used the pre-Christian name of the feast - Koliada. The Christmas Eve is considered as the most interesting part of Christmas as it has ritual and magic acts aimed at ensuring a good harvest and a life of plenty. Caroling is a characteristic feature of the feast, it expresses respect for the master of the house and his children, sometimes it is accompanied by a puppet theatre (vertep). The religious festival lasts three days and involves Christmas liturgies, caroling, visiting and entertaining relatives and aquaintances. The Christmas tree was adopted from Western Europe, but today it is the element of the New Year celebration in Russia. 

Christmas is the holiday when all the members of the family gather together. This is the holiday of joy. For many years only religious people observed this holiday, but today it is an official state holiday. Children like to have fun on this day, they go from door to door, sing carols and people give sweets to them. Although this holiday appeared long ago but nowadays many people still like to go to church and listen to Christmas sermons.

              Easter

Easter is the feast of Christ's resurrection, which in its observation combines both pagan and Christian elements.

The last Sunday before Easter is called Willow Sunday (Verbna nedilia). On this day people bless in the church pussy willow branches. Then they tap one another with these branches, and repeat the wish: «Be as tall as the willow, as healthy as the water, and as rich as the earth».
The week before Easter, the Great Week (Holy Week), is called the White or Pure Week. During this time people try to finish all field work before Thursday, since from Thursday on work is forbidden. On Passion (Strasna) Friday - Good Friday - no work is done.
Easter is the principal spring festival, its rites are closely related to agriculture, to the remembrance of the dead, and to the marriage season; during their performance praise is given, ritual songs are sung, and there is much well-wishing.
Easter is a feast of joy and gladness that unites the entire community in common celebration. For three days the community celebrates to the sound of bells and to the singing of spring songs - vesnianky. Easter begins with the Easter matins and high mass, during which the pasky (traditional Easter breads) and pysanky and krashanky (decorated coloured Easter eggs) are blessed in church. After the matins all the people in the congregation exchange Easter greetings, give each other krashanky and then hurry home with their baskets of blessed food.
The krashanky and pysanky are an old Christian tradition and it has an important role in the Easter rites. They are given as gifts or exchanged as a sign of affection.
Сравнение основных праздников России и                  Великобритании:

В данной работе я рассказала о праздниках Великобритании и России. А также провела сравнительную характеристику русской  и английской Пасхи(Easter). При данном сравнении я выявила характерные особенности русской  и английской Пасхи:


1.  Эти праздники проводятся весной. 


2.  Главный атрибут этих праздников - яйца (крашенные или шоколадные), пасхи или булочки.


3.  Эти праздники получили всенародную любовь.


В России Новый год отмечается с  большим размахом, чем Рождество. В Великобритании наоборот, Рождество празднуется раньше, чем Новый год, однако, в обеих странах и Новый год и Рождество любимы народом, сопровождаются традиционными ужинами, подарками, а главным атрибутом праздников является ёлка.

                                                         ГЛАВА III

Materials for teacher:

texts for reading and auding,test.

Контрольные вопросы по теме:

            Традиции, праздники и обычаи Великобритании.

1. Когда (месяц, число) в   Англии отмечается  праздник   «BOXING DAY»?

2. В  какое время  раздаётся звон  блинного    колокола  в  Pancake Day?

3. Кто такой Гай Фокс?

4. Когда (месяц)  обычно проводится  PANCAKE DAY?

5. С  какого  века  не меняется форма королевского конного караула?

6. Когда  и  откуда в  Англию  был  привезён чай?

7. Что  такое «CAROLS»?

8.   Кто  получает титул   “ПЕРВОЙ СТУПНИ”?

9. Не моложе скольки лет  должны  быть участницы блинных  гонок?
10. Что за праздник отмечается 21 апреля?
            Texts for reading and auding:



    Bank Holidays in the United Kingdom

A bank holiday is an official holiday when all banks and post offices are closed. Why are these days called bank holidays? This is a historic term arid dates back to the 19th century when in 1871 and 1875 most of these days were named bank holidays, that is days on which banks were to be closed. Now these days spread not only on the banks, but also on other offices and organizations.

 Most factories, offices and shops are closed, too. The following days are bank holidays in Great Britain: New Year's Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day Bank Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday, August Bank Holiday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

Most of bank holidays are religious holidays. Now for most people they are simply days on which people eat, drink and make merry.


Mother's Day in Great Britain
In Great Britain there is a holiday now which people call Mother's Day. In the old days many girls from workers' families in towns and from farmers' families in the country worked in rich people's houses. They had to do all the housework. Their working day was usually very long and they often worked on Sundays, too.
One day a year, it was usually one Sunday in March; they could visit their mothers. They went home on that day and brought presents for their-mothers and for other members of their families. They could stay at home only one day, and then they went back to their work, People called that day Mothering Sunday.
Later, workers at the factories and girls who worked in the houses of rich families received one free day a week, and Mothering Sunday became a holiday Mother's Day. It is usually on a Sunday in the middle of March.
 On that day sons and daughters visit their mothers and bring them flowers and little presents. The eldest son must bring his mother a good cake. If sons or daughters cannot be with their mothers on that day, they usually send them presents.
Mother's Day must be a day of rest for the mother of the family, so her daughters make the dinner on that day and lay the table and the sons help to wash the plates and dishes after dinner.
In the United States of America and Canada, Mother's Day is the second Sunday in May.


London- the capital of Great Britain

As we know London is the capital of Great Britain. It is situated on the river Thames. It is an ancient city. It appeared at the place where the Roman invaders decided to build a bridge over the Thames. Today London is an important port and a trading centre. It is quite clear that London is an industrial and cultural centre of Great Britain. It has the population of more than 8 million people.
People say that London is the city of contrasts. Because there the past meets the present, the old meets the new.
There are four parts in London: West End, East End, the City and Westminster. West End is the richest part, East End is the part where working people live, and the City is the financial centre. The City is small, but it is an important commercial centre of the country. The Tower of London, St Paul's Cathedral is situated in the City. Here we can find the Fleet Street, where newspapers and news agencies have their offices.
Trafalgar Square is known as the centre of London. There is the Nelson Column in its centre. The Houses of Parliament are situated there too. At one side of it we can see the famous Big Ben, the Thames is behind it with the Westminster Bridge. The Westminster Abbey is noted for its architecture. Kings and queens have been crowned there and many famous people were buried there. Tourists come to see its beauty and have a look at the memorials to Shakespeare, Milton, Burns, and Byron.
As mentioned above London is a port city, its waterways play an important role for the country.
Every year many visitors come to London, because there are places worth seeing. Historic buildings, museums, parks, galleries, streets are really attractive.                             


Races in England
 Another interesting traditional holiday is Pancake Day. It is usually in March. At home families have pancakes for dinner. At school the children and teachers have pancakes for school dinner.
In some villages and towns in England there is a pancake race every year. Mothers of families run these races. First they must make the pancake and then run four hundred meters with the pancake on the frying pan in their hands. When they are running this race they must throw the pancake up three times and catch it on the frying pan. They must not let it fall down.
The fathers and children watch the mothers and call out to them: "Run, mum, run quickly!"
At some universities and colleges students run pancake races, too. They run with their pancakes on the frying pans and. throw them up. If the university or college is near the sea there are swimming pancake races. The students take their frying pans with the pancakes into the cold water and swim with them. They hold the frying pan in one hand. They must also throw the pancake up and catch it on the pan.
At Westminster School in London the boys have pancakes for dinner one day in March. But before dinner there is the pancake fight. The school cook makes a very large pancake. Then he comes out of the kitchen into the hall with the frying pan and throws the pancake high up. The boys (one from each form) try to catch the pancake. They fight for it. The winner of the fight is the boy who gets the biggest piece of the pancake.
In England there is also an egg-and-spoon race. People who run this race, men and women, boys and girls, must carry an egg in a spoon. They must not let it fall down. If the egg falls and breaks, they must pick it up with the spoon, not with their fingers. Usually there are not many winners in the egg-and-spoon race.
In the three-legged race boys or girls run in pairs with the right leg of one boy or girl tied to the left leg of the other. They don't run very quickly, because they don't want to fall. The people who watch the egg-and-spoon race and the three-legged race always enjoy them and laugh very much.

                                            Christmas

Christmas Day is the most popular of bank holidays. Christmas season is the most festive time of the year in Britain and the United States. Students and schools and colleges usually have a 2 weeks' vacation, beginning before Christmas and ending soon after New Year. There are a lot of parties to celebrate the birth of Christ and the arrival of the New Year. Although   no one knows exactly when Jesus was born, Christians everywhere in the world celebrate his birthday on December 25. This day was a festival long before Christianity because ancient people believed this was the time when the sun god started his journey back to earth and it was a custom to give presents to each other. Now children are told that Santa Claus or Father Christmas in a red hat and a long white beard puts presents for them into their stockings by the fireplace.
 The winter tradition of decorating homes with evergreens began in ancient times, too. Branches of fir were thought to bring good luck and guarantee the return of spring. The Germans were the first to use the Christmas tree in their celebrations. 

In the 19th century the decorated fir tree became popular in Europe and USA. Carol singers began to go from house to house in groups singing traditional Christmas songs and asking for charity. 

 Today many people also send Christmas cards to each other. The most popular wishes in these holiday cards are: Merry Christmas, Peace on Earth.

          English climate
The most typical feature of the climate in England is the thick fog that they often have in autumn and in winter. It comes often and stays for weeks together. It may be of different colours. It may be white or yellow. When it is white it is not so bad, though it is dangerous to cross the street. Worst of all is the yellow fog. It enters all the houses, all the rooms so that the lamps in the rooms look quite dim. In a dense fog cars and buses move very slowly. People do not see each other at arm's length. They walk along groping through the streets because they are afraid to lose their way in the fog.
The nearer the winter the colder the days. In winter in England you can observe all sorts of weather. Sometimes it rains and sometimes it snows heavily, and they also have fog and frost.
The two worst months in England are January and February. They get many cold, wet days one after another.
The coldest weather, when it freezes night after night and remains cold during the day, is much more pleasant than the wet weather. Nothing is more wonderful than a quick walk on such a day! The winters are never cold enough to freeze the rivers. As the ice is rather thin, they seldom skate on the rivers in England. It may snow any time from November to March. But in England in winter it rains more often than it snows. That's why some English people do not wear heavy overcoats but only warm raincoats.

 Заключение

         Моя  работа на тему: «Традиции и праздники Великобритании: вчера, сегодня, завтра» основана на изучении  различных источников. Это большое  количество энциклопедий, словарей, научных  работ российских и зарубежных авторов,таких как И.И.Бурова «Две тысячи  лет истории Англии», Т.В.Химунина «В Великобритании принято так»  (описание  обычаев, традиций, национальных  праздников), английского автора К.Хью «Истории Лондона».

         Благодаря  серьезному поиску  литературы в  данной работе,  состоящей из трёх частей  +приложения,  описано и сравнено три
основных российских  и три основных английских  праздника.  В своей  работе я не только дала  обзор основных  праздников  и традиций,   но и раскрыла их корни. Я буду продолжать изучать  эту  тему, безусловно, она  пока не  претендует на  полноту  освещения. Мне  хочется больше познакомиться  с бытом и нравами англичан, не только из  энциклопедических статьей, очерков, а главное из первоисточников, т.к.  это позволяет лучше узнать  и оценить их.

         Я  собрала  достаточно разнообразный  материал, который  может быть  использован, как  на уроках английского  языка, так и во внеклассной  работе.

ПРИЛОЖЕНИЯ:

                     ENGLISH PROVERBS AND SAYINGS
Every country has its traditions.    - 
У каждой страны свои традиции.

East or west home is best.     - 
В гостях хорошо, а дома лучше.

There is no accounting for fates.   -
О вкусах не спорят.

So many countries, so many customs.  - Сколько стран, столько и обычаев.

After  rain comes fair weather.  -   После дождя наступает хорошая погода.

There is place like home.   -   Нет ничего лучше родного дома.

Opportunity makes the thief. Случай делает вора. Ср. Плохо не клади, вора в грех не вводи.
Out of sight, out of mind. Прочь из виду, прочь из памяти. Ср. С глаз долой - из сердца вон.
Over shoes, over boots. (Раз) выше ботинок, (то и) выше сапог. Ср.   Взялся за гуж, не говори, что не дюж.
People who live in glass houses should not throw stones.
 Людям,живущим в стеклянных домах, не следует швыряться камнями.

Plenty is no plague. Избыток не беда. Ср. Маслом каши не испортишь.
Poverty is no sin. Бедность не грех. Ср. Бедность не порок.
Pride goes before a fall. Гордыня предшествует падению. Ср. Дьявол               гордился, да с неба свалился.
Procrastination is the thief of time. Откладывание - вор времени. Ср. Не откладывай на завтра то, что можешь сделать сегодня.
Promise little, but do much. Обещай мало, но делай много. Ср. Больше дела, меньше слов.
Put not your hand between the bark and the tree. He клади руки; между корой и деревом. Ср. Свои собаки дерутся, чужая не приставай.

Roll my log and I will roll yours. Покати мое бревно, а я покачу твое. Ср. Услуга за услугу.
Rome was not built in a day. Рим не был построен в один день, р. Не сразу Москва строилась.
Scornful dogs will eat dirty puddings. Брезгливым собакам придется есть грязные пироги. Ср. Много разбирать - и того не видать.
Second thoughts are best. Смысл: прежде чем что-либо сделать, думай дважды. Ср. Семь раз отмерь.
Self is a bad counselor. Личные чувства - плохой советник.

Silence gives consent. Ср. Молчание - знак согласия.

Silent as the grave. Безмолвный как могила. Ср. Нем как рыба.

Since Adam was a boy. Когда Адам был еще ребенком. Ср. При даре Горохе.
Sink or swim. Утонуть или поплыть. Ср. Была не была.

Six of one and half a dozen of the other. Шесть одного и полдюжины другого (т. е. одно и то же). Ср. Что в лоб, что по лбу.
Small rain lays great dust. Небольшой дождь прибивает густую пыль. Ср. Мал золотник, да дорог.
So many countries, so many customs. Сколько стран, столько и обычаев.
So many men, so many minds. Сколько людей, столько умов.

Something is rotten in the state of Denmark (Шекспир). Подгнило что-то в Датском королевстве (т. е. что-то тут неладное творится).
Speech is silver but silence is gold. Ср. Слово - серебро, молчание -золото.
Still waters run deep. Тихие воды имеют глубокое течение. Ср. В тихом омуте черти водятся.
Strike while the iron is hot. Ср. Куй железо, пока горячо.

Take care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves. Позаботься о пенсах, а уж фунты (стерлингов) сами о себе позаботятся. Ср. Копейка рубль бережет.

Don't trouble trouble till trouble troubles you. - He буди лиха,
пока лихо тихо.

East or West home is best- В гостях хорошо, а дома лучше.

Each bird loves to hear himself sing. - Всяк кулик свое болото
хвалит.

Every man has his hobby-horse. - У каждого свой конек.

Everything comes to whom who waits. - Кто ждет, тот дождется.

Everything is good in its season'. -Все хорошо в свое время.

First think, then speak. - Молвишь - не воротишь.

From bad to worse. - Хуже и хуже.

Grasp all, lose all. - Много желать, добра не видать.

Не laughs best who laughs last.- Хорошо смеется тот, кто смеется
последний.
Better a glorious death than a shameful life. - Лучше славная
смерть, чем постыдная жизнь.

Better late than never. - Лучше поздно, чем никогда.

Business before pleasure. - Делу время, потехе час.

Catch the bear before you sell his skin. -Делить шкуру неубитого
медведя.

Custom is second nature. - Привычка - вторая натура.

Cut the coat according to the cloth. - По одежке протягивай ножки.

Diamond cuts diamond. - Клин клином вышибают.

Deeds are louder than words. - Дела красноречивее слов
If you run after two hares, you will catch neither. - За двумя
зайцами погонишься, ни одного не поймаешь.

It is better to die standing than to live kneeling. - Лучше умереть
стоя, чем жить на коленях.

It is better to do well than to say well. - Лучше хорошо поступить,
чем хорошо говорить.

It goes without saying. - Само собой разумеется.

It is neck or nothing. - Всё или ничего.

It is never too late to learn. - Учиться никогда не поздно.

It rains cats and dogs. - Дождь льет как из ведра.

Much ado about nothing. - Много шума из ничего.
Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. - He
откладывай на завтра того, что можешь сделать сегодня.

A burnt child dreads the fire. - Пуганая ворона куста боится.

A friend in need is a friend indeed. - Друзья познаются в беде.

A good beginning is half the battle. - Доброе начало полдела откачало.
A little pot is soon hot. - Мал да удал.

A man can die but once. - Двум смертям не бывать, а одной не миновать.

Add fuel to the fire. - Подливать масла в огонь.

All is well that ends well. - Все хорошо, что хорошо кончается.

All that glitters is not gold. - He все то золото, что блестит.

Actions speak louder than words. - He по словам судят, а по делам.
An idle brain is the devil's workshop. -Праздность- мать всех пороков.

Appetite comes with eating. - Аппетит приходит во время еды.

Be slow to promise and quick to perform. -  He спеши языком,
спеши делом.
No news is good news. - Отсутствие новостей - хорошие
новости.

No smoke without fire. - Нет дыма без огня.

None but the brave deserve the fair. - Смелость города берет.

Nothing so bad as not to be good for something. -Нет худа без добра.                                    

                 ENGLISH    RHYMES ABOUT NATURE 
***

Cut them in June,

That is too soon;

Cut them in July,

Then they will die.

                                                   ***

                         Evening red and morning grey,

                         Send the traveler on his way;

                         Evening grey and morning red,

                         Bring the rain upon his head.

                                                      ***
                                A swarm of bees in May 

                                Is worth a load of hay; 

                                A swarm of bees in June

                                Is worth a silver spoon;

                               A warm of bees in July

                               Is not worth a fly.

       Days in the Month                                      

Thirty days hath September, 

 April, June and November;

 February has twenty-eight alone.

 All the rest have thirty-one,

 But leap year coming once in four.

Gives February one day more

             ***
It's raining, it's pouring, 

The old man's snoring; 

He got into bed and bumped his head 

And couldn't get up
in the morning.                           

                                                ***

                                 It's raining, it’s raining,

                                  There's pepper in the box,

                                  And all the little ladies 

                                  Are picking up their frocks.                                                

                                            The Star.

                              Twinkle, twinkle, little star,

                              How I wonder what you are!
                              Above the world so high, 

                              Like a diamond in the sky.
                                                 ***
                                When the wind blows,  

                                Then the mill goes;                                                             

                                When the wind drops, 

                                 Then the mill stops.
                                                     ***
                              March winds and April showers                                      

                                 Bring forth May flowers.

                                                      ***
                                         Cut thistles in May, 

                                         They grow in a day;

                                                       ***
                                              Red sky at night,

                                             Shepherd's delight;  

                                             Red sky in the morning, 

                                             Shepherd's warning.

                                 About Weather
                          If bees stay at home,

                          Rain will soon come;

                          If they fly away, 

                          Fine will be the day.

                                                                    ***
                                              When the dew is on the grass,

                                               Rain will never come to pass.

                                               A sunshiny shower

                                               Won't last half an hour.

                   ***

       Mackerel sky  


       Mackerel sky,

       Not long wet

       And not long dry.  


***


The weather is fine.

              The sun usually shines.

 The clouds are not in the sky

 And the birds want to fly.


***


New Year’s Day comes at once


Brings some presents for us.


We are waiting for this day,

We are happy and we play!
TONGUE TWISTERS
          ****

Roger helps Roddy.

 Roddy helps Roger.

 Roger and Roddy help each other.


****
Betty Botta bought some butter. 

 «But,» she said, «this butter's bitter. 

But a bit of better butter will make my butter better.»

 So she bought a bit of batter better than the bitter butter

. And it made her batter better.

 So it was better Betty Botta bought a bit of better butter.’

                                      *****
          If a   white chalk chalks on a black blackboard,

                                                            will a black chalk chalk on a white blackboard?


****
                                                                               I'll have a proper cup of coffee in a proper coffee-cup.  

                                                    *****

                                         A black ape on a real ladder 

                                  dropped a black cape on a real adder.

                                                              ****

                                          She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore. 

                                      The shells that she sells are sea-shells I'm sure.


                                      ****

                                            Why would the owl howl?
                           Because the woodpecker would peck her.

                                                         *****
                           Robert Rowley rolled a round roll round,
                          A round roll Robert Rowley rolled round;
                  Where rolled the round roll Robert Rowley rolled round?
                                                         *****
                     There was a man, and his name was Dob,

                     And he had a wife, and her name was Mob,

                     And he had a dog, and he called it Cob,
                     And she had a cat, called Chitterabob Cob, says Dob.
                     Chitterabob, says Mob.
                     Cob was Dob's dog,
                     Chitterabob Mob’s cat.
                                                       *****
                                      Which is this switch?

                                    Which switch is which?
                                                      *****
                                          Swan swam over the sea

                                          Swan swam over the sea,

                                          Swim, Swan, swim;  

                                          Swan swam back again,

                                          Well swum, Swan.

                     PETER PIPER

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers;

 A peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked;

 If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers, 

Where's the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?

                    HAVE YOU EVER SEEN?
  One Old Ox Opening Oysters.
Two Toads Totally Tired Trotting To Tewkesbury.
Three Tawny Tigers Taking Tea.

Pour Fat, Friars Fishing For Flounders.
Five Fussy Fairies Finding Frogs.
Six Solid Soldiers Shooting Snipe.
Seven Silver Salmon Solemnly Sailing
Eight Eager Engineers Eating Excellent Eggs.
Nine Neat, Noblemen Nibbling Nuts.
Ten Tall Tinkers Taking Turnips.
Eleven Elegant Englishmen Eating Early Endive.
Twelve Tall Tale-Tellers Talking Till Twilight.
National peculiarities of Scottish men:                    

                              SCOTTISH NAMES

If a man is called Jock MacTarvish, it is clear that he is a Scotsman. A lot of Scottish family names begin with «Mac» or «Mc» - like MacDonald, Macmillan or McHale.
And Jock is a popular Scottish name for John or Jack. A lot of people in England call any Scotsman Jock even if his name is Peter or David. (Remember Russian Ivan or German Fritz.)

WHAT SCOTSMEN WEAR
A Scotsman's traditional clothes are socks, shoes, a kilt, a tie, a jacket and a bonnet.
Now people in Scotland wear a kilt but very seldom. They put on their traditional clothes only on holidays and wear them with pleasure. Scottish people wear just the same clothes as the English.

HOW THEY SPEAK.
Scottish people speak English but with their own accent. For example, when a Scotsman uses the word arm he says «ar-r-m» so that you can hear the sound «r».
They often use their native words such as loch, which means lake.
SCOTTISH CHARACTER

English people say that Scottish people do not like to spend money. Scottish people say that they like spending money on their friends and visitors - not on themselves.
People say that Scotsmen work hard: many good doctors and engineers come from Scotland.
SCOTSMEN'S HOBBY
Scottish people like to dance very much. They say that they dance better than English people. Glasgow (the biggest city of Scotland) has more dancing schools than any other European city. A lot of people enjoy Scottish dancing. There are dances for groups of people and there are some other dances - more difficult ones -, which are only for one or two people.
                                                CLANS

Every Scotsman belongs to a clan. A clan is a family group: all the people of the same family belong to the same clan. Everybody with the name MacGregor is a member of the MacGregors clan; everybody called Finaly is a member of the Farquharson clan. (You see that the family name and the name of the clan are sometimes different.). There are about 300 different clans in Scotland.

                  TARTANS

A tartan may be in different colours. It is used for clothes. Each clan has its own special tartan. By the tartan you can learn which clan the man belongs to.
There are more than 300 tartans: some clans have more than one tartan.
The Scottish Royal Family wore the Stuart tartan because they came from the family of the Stuart kings of Scotland and England. But now, the Queen of Great Britain has another tartan. It is grey with black, red and blue.

Tails and legends of English
THE CLEVER LITTLE BIRD
A little bird comes and sits under a tree. A big grey cat comes to the tree. He sees the little bird.
«I must have that bird for my dinner,» the cat says. And he comes near the bird. But the little bird is very clever. She sees the grey cat and flies up into the tree.
«Good morning, Little Bird,» says the cat.
«Good morning, Grey Cat,» says the bird from the tree.
«Good news!» says the cat.

«Good news? What news?» asks the bird.
The cat says: «Very good news! All animals are now good friends! Come down from the tree. I want to speak with you. I like you very much.»
But the little bird is very clever.
«Oh, yes,» she says. «You are my friend, I know it! You like me and I like you. But from this tree I can see the field and the village.»
«And what do you see in the village?» asks the cat.
The bird says: «I see many dogs and they are on the way to our tree.»
«Oh, dogs!» says the cat and wants to run away.
«Don't run away. The dogs know that all animals are friends,» says the bird.
«They are village dogs, not town dogs. Perhaps they do not know the news,» says the cat and runs away.
THE BIRDS AND THE FROG
The frog lives in a lake. It has two friends, two big white birds. But the birds want to go to another lake.
«My good friends, take me with you!» says the frog.
«Very well,» says one of the birds. «Do you see this stick? I take one end, my friend takes the other end, and you must take the stick in your mouth in the middle. But you must not speak! Don't open your mouth!»So one bird takes one end of the stick, the other bird takes the other end, and the frog takes the stick in its mouth in the middle. And they fly to another lake.
Some children are in the field. They see the birds and the frog in the sky.
«Oh, look!» they cry.»What is it? What have the birds? Is it a big clock?»
The frog opens its mouth and cries: «I am not a clock! I am a frog!»
And flop! the frog falls down!
                         PUFF-BALL AND HIS FRIENDS
Puff-ball has no father, no mother and no friends. One day he goes to find some friends. He walks on and on. At last he meets a mouse.
The mouse says: «Good day, Puff-ball! Please take me with you!»
«And who are you?»
«I'm Mufti-tufty Mouse. »
«Then come with me. » So Puff-ball and Mufti-tufty Mouse walk on and on. At last they meet a frog.
«Good day! Please take me with you. You are two and I am alone,» says the frog.
«And who are you? »
«I'm Bully, the frog. »
«Then come with us! » So Puff-ball walks on and on with Mufti-tufty Mouse and Bully, the frog. And at last they meet a hare.
«Good day! Please take me with you. You are three and I am alone, » says the hare.
«And who are you? » «I'm Jack, the hare. »
So Puff-ball walks on and on with Mufti-tufty Mouse, and Bully, the frog, and Jack, the hare. At last they meet a wolf.
«Good day! Please take me with you! You are four and I am alone, » says the wolf.
«And who are you? »
«I am Howli-Growly, the wolf. »«Then come with us. » So Puff-ball walks on and on with Mufti-tufty Mouse, Bully, the frog, Jack, the hare, and Howli-Growly, the wolf. At last they meet a bear.
«Good day! Please take me with you! You are five and I am alone,» says the bear.
«And who are you? »
«I am Grizzly Bear. »
«Then come with us. »
So they walk on and on. And they come to a house in the forest. The house is empty.
«Look! What a nice house! » says Puff-ball. «We can live here. The house is big. It is near a lake. Yes, we must live here. »
«Good! » say Mufti-tufty Mouse, Bully, the frog, Jack, the hare, Howli-Growly, the wolf, and Grizzly Bear.
And the six friends still live in that house.
THE FLY AND THE CRICKET
The fly puts on a new dress and goes out. She meets a jackal.
The jackal says: «What a nice dress! Where are you off to, Fly?»
The fly says: «I want to meet somebody. I want to marry.»
«Then marry me!» says the jackal.
The fly says: « First, you must sing to me!»
The jackal begins to sing. He sings as well as he can. But the fly does not like it.
She says: «No, Jackal, I do not like your voice! I do not want to marry you.» Then she meets a dog.
The dog says:
«What a nice dress! Where are you off to, Fly?»

The fly says: «I want to meet somebody. I want to marry.»
«Then marry me,» says the dog.
The fly says: «First, you must sing to me!»The dog begins to sing. He sings as well as he can. But the fly does not like it.
She says: «No, Dog, I do not like your voice! I do not want to marry you.»
Then she meets a cricket. The cricket says:
«What a nice dress! Where are you off to, Fly?»
The fly says: «I want to meet somebody. I want to marry.»
«Then marry me,» says the cricket.
The fly says: «First, you must sing to me!» The cricket sings as well as he can and the fly likes it.
She says: «You sing very well, Cricket.» And she marries the cricket.
But now crickets do not sing very well. And flies do not marry them now.
                         WHY HARES HAVE SPLIT LIPS
All the hares meet under a big tree. The oldest hare says:
«Our life is very hard. We are afraid of everybody, but nobody is afraid of us.»
«Oh, yes!» say the other hares. «We are afraid of dogs and we run away from them. We are afraid of cats and we run away from them. We run away from all the animals.»
«Our life is very hard. It is better to go and get drowned in the river!» cry all the hares and run to the river.
Near the river they see many goats. When the goats see so many hares, they are afraid and run away very quickly.
The hares begin to laugh because they understand that the goats are afraid of them. The hares laugh and laugh. They cannot stop. They laugh so much that their lips split.
And that is why hares have split lips now.
THE FOX AND THE FISH
A fox sees a fish in the river. The fox says:
«Hello, Fish! They say you can't run. Is it true?»
«Oh no, Fox, I can run very quickly,» answers the fish.
«It isn't true! You can't run,» says the fox. «Let us run a race, then: you, along the bank of the river and I, in the river. Do you see that big tree? Let us run as far as that tree.»
«Very well,» answers the fox.
But the fish is very lazy; he does not want to run a race. So he tells his friend, a fish, about the race, and that fish tells his friend, and the third fish tells his friend and soon all the fish in the river know about the race. The fox runs along the river and cries after a while:
«Fish, are you there?»
And one of the fish in the river answers: «Here I am!»
The fox runs very quickly and cries after a while!
«Fish, are you there?»
And again one of the fish in the river answers: «Here I am.»
Now the fox runs very, very quickly. Again he cries:
«Fish, are you there?»
And again a fish answers:
«Here I am!»
When the fox comes to the big tree, he cries for the last time:
«Fish, are you there?»
And the last fish answers:
«Here I am! Now you see, Fox, that I can run very quickly. I can run much quicker than you. Good-bye, Fox!» And the fish swims away.
THE RABBIT AND THE FOX
One day a fox saw a rabbit. The fox ran after it. He seized the rabbit in his mouth and said: «Little Rabbit, I want to eat you up!»
What could the poor little rabbit do! He said to the fox:
«Very well, Fox, eat me up! But first please sing to me. You sing so well!»
The fox -was very happy to hear those words. He opened his mouth a little and began to sing: «I am a foxey, look at me! I have a rabbit, fat is he!»The rabbit said: «I cannot hear you very well, Fox. Can't you sing a little louder?» So the fox opened his mouth a little more and began to sing a little louder.
«I am a foxey, look at me! I have a rabbit, fat is he!»
«I hear you now,» said the rabbit, «but not very well. Please sing a little louder, Fox.» So the fox opened his mouth wider and began to sing: «I am a foxey, look at me! I have a rabbit, fat is he!»
«Oh, that is better, Fox,» said the rabbit. «But I know you can sing much better. Put me down on the grass near you. Then you can open your mouth very wide and you can sing very well.»
The fox put the little rabbit down on the grass near him, opened his mouth very wide and began to sing: «I am a foxey, look at me! I have a rabbit...»«Oh no, you haven't, you haven't!» cried the rabbit and ran away. Before the fox had time to close his mouth, the little rabbit was far away.
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