The Traveling Bears
English Language Club

“The United States of America”

Good afternoon, friends!

Let’s start the meeting of our English Language Club, The Traveling Bears.
The theme of our meeting is “The United States of America”.  Today we’ll speak about the U.S.A

Now let’s begin our discussion about the U.S.A.  Answer my questions, please.
1.  Where is the United States of America situated?
The U.S.A. is one of the richest and one of the largest countries in the world.  It is situated in the central part of the North American Continent.  It occupies the territory of over 9 million square kilometers. There are 50 states in the United States of America. Two of these states—Alaska and 
Hawaii—are not connected to the other states.  You can see it on this map.

2.  What is the population of the United States of America?

 The population of the United States is nearly 250 million people.  Most of the people live in towns and cities.  Nearly 3 million people live in Washington, D.C., the capitol of the U.S.A.
3.  What can you say about the system of government of the U.S.A.?

The U.S.A. is a federal republic consisting of fifty states, each of which has its own government.

The seat of the central (federal) government is Washington D. C.  According to the U.S. Constitution, the power of the government is divided into three branches: the executive headed by the President with his cabinet, the legislative, exercised by the Congress which has two chambers, the Senate and the House of Representatives, and the judicial, represented by the Supreme Court, and other federal and regional courts. There are two main political parties 

in the United States.  They are the Republicans and the Democrats.

4.  What are the American symbols?
The American flag is the main symbol of the United States.  It is often called “The Stars and Stripes”.  Its colors are red, white and blue.  In the upper left-hand corner there is a field of blue with 50 stars on it—one for each of the 50 states.

The rest of the flag consists of 13 horizontal red and white stripes, alternating, but beginning and ending in red.  These stripes represent each of the original thirteen American colonies.

The bald eagle became the official national symbol in 1782. It holds an olive branch (symbol of peace) and arrows (symbol of strength) in its claws.  You can see the eagle on the back of a one dollar bill. The national anthem of America is “The Star-Spangled Banner”.  It was written

by Francis Scott Key during the War of 1812.
Uncle Sam is a cartoon symbol of the American government.  He has appeared for the last 150 years.  In 1812 a man named Samuel Wilson sold meat to the American government for its soldiers.  Everyone called him “Uncle Sam”.  The first letters of Uncle Sam were the same as the first letters of the United States; so soon cartoons of Uncle Sam as the American government began to appear.

One of the most famous symbols of the United States is the Statue of Liberty. France gave the statue to America in 1884 as a symbol of friendship.  The Statue is in New York harbor on Liberty Island.  It is one of the first things people see when they arrive in New York by sea.

5.  What seas and oceans wash the U.S.A.?

The U.S.A. is washed by the Pacific Ocean in the west; by the Atlantic Ocean in the east, by the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico in the South.  In the north are 5 Great Lakes.

6.  What countries does the U.S.A. border on?

The U.S.A. borders on Canada in the north and Mexico in the south.  

7.  What can you say about the surface the U.S.A.?

Continental U.S.A. consists of several surface divisions which are deter-mined by the mountain ranges that run from north to south.  Between the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River lie the Central Lowlands, called the Prairie.  The Eastern Lowlands comprise the Mississippi and 

Tennessee Valleys.

8.  What are the main rivers in the U.S.A.?

Many rivers cross the United States, but the greatest is the mighty Mississippi River.  Native Americans called it “The Father of Waters”.  It begins almost at the Canadian border and ends in the Gulf of Mexico, nearly two thousand miles away. Near its mouth, it is over a mile wide.  The

Mississippi River has been an important waterway since early times. Among other big American rivers are the Colorado, the Ohio, the Missouri and the Columbia Rivers.  The Colorado River carved out the famous Grand Canyon in Arizona.  The mighty Columbia River empties into the Pacific in the northwest.

 9.  What kinds of lakes are there in the U.S.A.?

On the northern border between the U.S.A. and Canada there are five Great Lakes:  Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.  

They are joined together by short rivers and canals and cut by rapids.  The greatest of these rapids is the magnificent Niagara The Great Salt Lake is in northern Utah.  Its waters are saltier than the Dead Sea because it has no outlet.  People can float on its surface.

10.  What are the main mountain chains of the U.S.A.?

There are many mountains in the U.S.A.  The main ranges are the Appalachians in the east and the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra-Nevada Mountains in the west.  The Rocky Mountains stretch from Alaska down almost to the southern border, in the western part of America. The highest peak of the Sierra-Nevada Mountains in the U.S.A. is 4418 meters and is named Mt. Whitney.

11.  What is the main wonder in the U.S.A.?

The Grand Canyon is one of America’s main tourist attractions.  It covers thou-sands of  acres.  The Colorado River formed the Grand Canyon over millions of years. Slowly, the river cut down through hard rock.  It is very wide and the rock formations step down like pyramids.  Today the canyon is one mile deep and 277 miles (363 km) long.  It is interesting that there are different kinds of plants and animals on opposite sides of the canyon.  The south side is dry desert country.  The north side has full forests.

The canyon looks different at different times of the day and in different seasons. Early and late sun makes the red, gold, brown and orange rock colors clear and bright.  Winter brings a layer of snow. One can walk down to the bottom of the canyon or ride a mule, but be sure to carry drinking water.

12.  What can you say about the climate of the U.S.A.?

There are great climate variations in the territory of the U.S.A.  The northern states of Minnesota, Montana, Maine and especially Alaska are very cold and snow-covered in winter. The southern states have a sub-tropical climate—Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Arizona, southern California and especially Hawaii, out in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

The climate of the prairie lands is often windy and dry, and tornadoes sometimes form.

On the whole, the climate of the U.S. is continental and favorable for much agriculture and livestock.

13.  What kind of mineral resources does the U.S.A. have?

The U.S.A. is rich in mineral resources.  There are large deposits of oil in southern California, Texas, Oklahoma, and off-shore drilling.  There is much natural gas, coal, iron ores, copper and other metalsas well.

14.  What animals live in the U.S.A.?

The bald eagle, America’s national bird, lives in many of the forest areas of the U.S.A., but it is now becoming rare. The buffalo once lived in great numbers on the central plains of America, but now are found only in zoos or protected private herds. Beavers are furry animals with large front teeth and large flat tails.  They are trapped for their valuable fur, along with ocean seals which live in the Pacific Ocean from San Francisco to Alaska. Whales live in the oceans off American coasts.  Wolves, coyotes, cougars and bobcats prowl the mountains and foothills of northern and western America. There are many kinds of bears in America, including the black bear and the grizzly. A grizzly on its hind legs is much taller than a man, and will attack if frightened or hungry. Alligators and crocodiles live in the wet areas of southeastern America.  The crocodile lives in coastal areas while the alligator lives in rivers and swamps. 

15.  What plants grow in the U.S.A.?

In central California, gigantic trees grow in several protected groves.  They are sequoia and redwood trees, and they grow to over 360 feet high.  They are probably the tallest as well as the oldest living things on earth.  The oldest ones are from 2,000 to 4,000 years old!  Over the last 100 years, most of the redwood forests have be harvested.  They are endangered and protected now.

16.  What is the capitol of the U.S.A.?

Washington D. C. is the capitol city of the U.S.A.  It is not in any of the 50 states but has its own private land, the District of Columbia (hence D.C.).  It was founded in 1791 and was named in honor of the first President of the United States, George Washington.  It lies on the left bank of the Potomac River. Washington D.C. is the political, cultural and scientific center of America.  There are many libraries, art galleries, museums, beautiful parks, gardens, historical and cultural monuments in Washington.

17.  What are some interesting sites and places in Washington D.C.?

The heart of Washington D.C. is the national Capitol Building with its huge 

round dome and two wings—one to house the Senate and one to house the House of Representatives. The White House is the official residence of the American president.  It sits among gardens and lawn. The Washington Monument is very tall and thin, like an Egyptian obelisk.  The Jefferson Memorial is a small, round marble temple with a heroic statue of the third President of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, one of the authors of the Declaration of Independence. The Lincoln Memorial is a large Greek-style marble building with a huge 

seated statue of Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the U.S.  He was the author of the Emancipation Proclamation which freed the black slaves in America.

18.  What is one main masterpiece of American architecture?

Mount Rushmore is a very unique, gigantic memorial in the state of South Dakota in the United States.  On the top and side of a granite mountain, four faces are carved.  They are of four U.S. Presidents—George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson and Theodore Roosevelt.  The faces are 60 feet high.  

The drive to this National Monument is through pine forests and mountain road. An evening patriotic program is concluded with huge floodlights illuminating the entire mountain carvings.   It is most impressive.

19.  What crafts are there in the U.S.A.?

Handmade quilts are a very traditional craft in America.  Many tiny pieces of fabric are sewn together to make a pattern; then three padded layers are stitched together to form a covering for a bed. Handmade dolls, pottery, stitched handicrafts of all kinds, woodcarving, leatherwork
are all made.  American Indians make silver
 and gemstone jewelry, rugs and weavings.

20.  What are the main traditions in the U.S.A.?

America has several traditions of the “Wild West”.  Life in the wild west was dangerous and lawless.  Native Americans did not like the whites taking their property and sometimes attacked settlers.  Wild animals as well, made it necessary to carry a gun.  Today many Americans still keep a gun in their house, and all American police officers carry a gun.

Another tradition lingering from the wild west is “cowboy clothing”.  Neckerchiefs and cowboy hats protected wranglers from the dust and the sun.  They are just for fashion now.  Likewise, cowboy boots, chaps and Levis are just for showing off today.

Sturdy denim pants with copper rivets to hold the seam corners were invented in the 1850s in San Francisco for the gold miners by Levi Strauss.  Soon cowboys started wearing them.  Today, 

levis are worn in all parts of the world. Today’s rodeos began when the cowboys of the frontier days used to catch wild cows, learn to break and tame wild horses, control bulls on the huge ranches.  Often at the end of a “round-up”, when the cattle were driven to the stockyards, the cowboys would hold competitions to see who was the best rider of wild animals.

Rodeos are still popular today.  One of the largest is Cheyenne Frontier Days in the state of Wyoming every summer.

21.  What are the most famous holidays and festivals the U.S.A.?

Do you prefer jazz music or Bach? Shakespeare or Tennessee Williams?  Each year in the U.S.A. there are festivals to celebrate almost anything you can think of.  

Some last just one day while others go on for weeks.  Some are serious while others are fun and noisy.  A festival may attract thousands of people or just a few. Festivals that many people enjoy are the State Fairs.  These are usually at the end of summer.  Farmers enter their animals and produce in competitions and hope to win a ribbon—blue for first place, red for second place and white for third place.  Homemade food, clothes, toys, art, flowers, etc. are also judged. There are rodeos, square dances, often famous entertainers, a queen contest, talent show, carnival rides, and nightly fire-works at these State Fairs.

Each part of the U.S. has its own special festivals with its own particular food and entertainment.

One of the best known festivals in the world is Mardi Gras which takes place in February or March of each year in New Orleans, Louisiana.  For two weeks there are big parades, parties and dances.  Jazz musicians from all over the world come to play at the festival.

Several holidays are only celebrated by Americans.  They are Thanksgiving Day, Memorial Day, and the Fourth of July.

Thanksgiving Day is the fourth Thursday in November.  It was first celebrated in 1629 by the Pilgrim settlers after their first good harvest.

Thanksgiving is a family day, for it is customary for all members of the family to gather at the home of their parents and have a large, traditional dinner of turkey, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.

Memorial Day is May 30.  As a national holiday, all banks and businesses are closed.  Americans honor their servicemen and their departed ancestors by putting flags and flowers on their graves.

Memorial services are held in churches, halls, parks and cemeteries.  In addition to solemn services, Memorial Day is often celebrated with parades, picnics and sports competitions.

The Fourth of July is Independence Day.  On this day in 1776, America signed the Declaration of Independence from England.  It is a national holiday celebrated with speeches praising “Americanism”; big parades with fancy floats, marching bands, old cars, horse units; picnics, concerts and fireworks.

22.  What can you say about U.S.A. cuisine?

There are some generalities of American cuisine.  Americans drink a lot of juice and soda pop; eat a lot of meat, fruit and vegetables, and not large quantities of bread. For breakfast they have cereal or eggs or pancakes with ham or bacon, milk, orange juice and coffee. Lunch often includes sandwiches and potato chips, salads and dessert.  Many times it is a “fast food” hamburger with French fries and a milkshake, or a pizza. Dinner is the most important meal of the day, and many families eat together at that time.  They usually have meat and potatoes, a salad, vegetables; or sometimes macaroni and cheese or spaghetti.  Dessert is often ice cream or cake or cookies. Turkey, ham and apple pie are traditional foods for Christmas and Thanks-

giving Day dinners.

