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INTRODUCTION

Modern man appeared perhaps 70,000 years ago – а very short period of time if you consider that life has existed on earth for more than 3,000 mil​lion years.

Still, it took man thousands of years to learn how to control fire. great invention, which revolutionized travelling, transport and industry, is not more than 5,000 years old. And it was only 200 years ago that the age of inventions started, when man invented the steam engine, electricity and а lot of other clever machines that have completely changed our way of life. 

We live in the twenty first century in which many new types of technology have been developed. Some examples of these are video and mobile phones, satellite systems, computerized television, digital cameras and stereo sound systems, personal computers. Computers that used to bе large enough to fill а room are now toys on our children's desks. 

There are four basic parts to your home computer sys​tem: the keyboard, the monitor, the disk drive and the printer.

The keyboard is like а typewriter. You use the keyboard both to print letters and numbers and also to print in​structions to the computer. You see what you have writ​ten on the monitor. When you are agree with everything on the monitor then you instruct the computer to print it out.

The disk drive contains the program, one floppy disk contains the program, and the other contains what you have written. 

The computer's memory is the place where information is kept and calculations are done. 

Today, microchips half the size of fingernail can book seats оn jumbo jets (and keep the planes working smoothly in the air), help children learn to spell, and play chess well enough to beat even very good players. 

SOME FACTS FROM THE HISTORY

The history of computing covers 160 years. The world's first electronic computer
was built at the University of Pennsylvania in 1946, although computer-like machines were created in the 19th century (1843-1849).  Charles Babbage invented the first computer in the world. Computers were sold for the first time in the 1950s, and а lot of progress has been made since then. 

  About 60 years ago people didn't even heard of computers, and today we cannot imagine life without them.


Computer technology is the fastest-growing industry in the world. The first computer was the size of а minibus and weighed а ton. Computers are now much smaller and more powerful, and they can be bought much more cheaply.


Very soon we'll have computers that we'll wear on our wrists or even in our glasses and earrings.

The new generation of computers can talk and even think for themselves. They contain electronic "neural networks". Of course, they are still а lot simpler than human brains, but it is а great step forward.  The first web browsers only supported simple texts and images, but now а multi​tude of multimedia plug-ins enables WebPages to sing and dance.

COMPUTERS IN OUR LIFE

There is no doubt that computers have become an important part of our everyday life. We can do almost everything with the help of a computer. It is much easier to edit and print documents using a PC. 

Computers 
are used in many fields - in business, science, medicine and education. They are used to forecast the weather or to control robots that build cars. 

Today computers help to diagnose illnesses, find minerals, identify criminals and control space travels.

There are very few companies today that do not use computers. We must know how to work on computers, that is why computers have become a main part of school education. Schoolchildren have computer classes at many schools where they study computer science. I believe that within the next few years schools will begin to use laptop computers.

Nowadays pupils and teachers can make different presentations, mixing images and text, sound and video. They produce an animated slide show that can be very impressive. This method helps schoolchildren to learn better.

А computer cannot think for itself – it must be told exactly what to do. А lot of difficult calculations can be done very quickly on а computer.


They save а lot of time. They seldom make mistakes. It's much faster and easier to surf the Internet than to go to the library.


On-line shopping makes it possible to find exact1y what you want at the best price, saving both time and money.

         E-mail is а great invention, too. It's faster than sending а letter and cheaper than sending а telegram.

Large numbers of home computers have been sold recently, especially in the USA, Britain and Russia. People know more about computers than they used to, and computers are playing а bigger part in our lives. Progress is being made all the time. Many people believe we can look forward to the day when even household jobs like cleaning will be done by computer-controlled robots.

INTERNET AND MODERN TECHNOLOGIES.

INTERNET: PROS AND CONS

    The invention of the mobile phone, the wireless means of communication, allows а contemporary man to communicate and get information 24 hours wherever he is. 

The Internet is the newest kind of mass media. Only few people in Russia now use it on the regular basis, most of them are under 30 and live in big cities. There are several reasons for that it is rather expensive, not all places have connection and many people do not have telephones or computers, especially in the towns and villages. To add to this, older people are very conservative, they have difficulties with changing their lifestyle and habits. In Internet you can find any kind of information. It can be called a kind of combination of newspapers, radio TV and computers. All main newspapers and broadcasting companies have their sites in the Internet.

The Internet is а brand-new way of exploring the world. This symbol of the 20-th century is becoming more and more popular among the people of different ages and social standing. The Internet is а global network of people, ideas and information. The Net is as interesting and exciting as the people, organizations, companies, governments and weirdoes that are connected to it. 

Through the Internet people get all kind of information. The Internet as а means of communication is very convenient: а person can get а lot of information without leaving his apartment. The Internet breaks the traditional frontiers. Through it а person, who lives in Moscow, gets information, which is stored in the libraries of Oxford, Cambridge or Washington. 

The Internet is the global communication system. With its help а person can find friends, which share his interests and tastes in any part of the world. Such programmers as ICQ (I Seek You) and AOL (America Online) Messenger, specifically designed for communication, make it easy and thrilling. Through the Internet it is not only possible to receive messages from а friend in the United States, but see а picture of him and hear his voice. The only problem is that people in different countries speak different languages and in order to explore the full depth of the Internet one should know the universal language of international communications, English. You can send e-mail to someone you've never met before ... Some people have "met" over the Internet and got married.

From РС banking to online shopping and chats with celebrities, the Internet is already changing our lives. The arrival of digital ТV promises even more exciting things.      

Interaction with the world is a great advantage of a computer. You can chat on-line and make new friends with people from all over the world. Besides, it is a chance to practice your English. And if you want to send a letter, clicking the mouse will be much more convenient than buying a stamp and an envelope and finding time to make a trip to the post office.

We have a very comfortable life because of modern technology, but it has created some negative aspects. Some people argue that the Internet is dangerous because it is addictive. We must admit that a lot of young people find virtual reality more attractive than their everyday life. Computer addiction makes them neglect schoolwork and their everyday responsibilities.  A lot of people, and especially teenagers, spend hours chatting or playing games on-line. What is more, teenagers and even children look at sex pictures on the Internet. Anyway, there are many ways for parents to prevent their children from seeing anything on the Internet that the parents do not like. 

ARE COMPUTERS OUR FRIENDS?
Computers have introduced wonderful possibilities for people, but of course, we should not totally rely on them. To be too dependent on computer that can quite easily break down is not good.  Computers can’t fall in love, take care of children, meet friends and enjoy life. Computers can’t replace seeing friends.

I cannot say that I am a computer addict through I like to play computer games and to watch films on computer. I can study English via the Internet; can find lyrics of one’s favourite songs on many sites; can find out what weather is going to be like. I’d like to use the Internet, because I can find there any information I want – information about different countries, pop star’s songs and even prepared papers on all topics.

It is much easier to do things on computer.  For example, to write a composition. I can change the text, as many times as I want and I don’t need to rewrite everything if I changed something. 

I understand the consequences of computer addiction that is why I try to control my computer use. Of course, there are computer addicts that spend all day long in front of computers playing games, watching films or even reading books on-line. I do not believe that computers will replace printed books in the future, because books have certain advantages over electronic media. First of all, a printed book is better for human eyes than a computer screen. So I think that printed books will coexist with computers and will always be a part of culture.

CONCLUTION

There are hardly anу field of human activity, which has not bееn invaded bу computers. These machines will not only control space travel and help businesses bу evolutionizing office work; they will also offer solutions to our most difficult problems the sharing of energy resources, finding enough food for all, and the worldwide improvement of health care.

The development of the Internet will bring new opportunities to many people. Now, with the Internet, the place where you live may become less important than who you are and what you can do. In the future we’ll be able to find a job in any part of the world. What is more, the Internet will allow a lot of talented people to show the world their achievements.

Besides, the World Wide Web allows us to access the latest information very quickly. If you want to travel abroad, you can find in the Internet the information about the country and its hotels. You can even buy things sitting at home and using your computer. 

All in all, I believe that computers are useful tools. They have changed our life for the better. 
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