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The Theses. 
1. The polysemantic structure of the word comprises the system of lexical-semantic variants which derive from the nominative meaning. These lexical-semantic variants are interrelated semantically, morphologically, in terms of word-combination, style, frequency of occurrence, usage, etc.

2. Etymological analysis of the homonyms «sound I»(auditory effect), «sound II»(to prove), «sound III»(sea water), «sound IV»(uninjured) shows that originally there were two Roman words and two Germanic ones which became identical in expression owing no various phonetic processes  which took place in the course of  the historical development of English. It is a firmly established fact that these words are «etymological homonyms».
3. Semantic analysis of the inner structure of the word «board» shows that the semantic structure of this word split into three lexical homonyms when the word «table» was borrowed from French, ousting the corresponding lexical-semantic variant.

4.  To demonstrate the method of discriminating between homonymy and polysemy we proposed to analyze lexicographically some polysemantic words («band», «hunt», «ear») in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English by A. S. Hornby.

5. The fact that the lexical-semantic variants of these words are homonyms in born out by analysis of their derivatives, typical word combinations and phraseological units.

6. The net result of the foregoing analysis is that the polysemantic words «band» and «hunt», in fact, function in speech as lexical homonyms.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Thus, the sound complex «band» serves as the «expression» for three homonyms
       Band, n            Band I «object» (with three meanings);
                               Band II «a group of people» (with two meanings);
                                     Band III a monosemantic technical term.
      The sound complex «hunt» functions as two homonyms: the polysemantic «hunt I» and monosemantic «hunt II».

7. So, the Dictionary treats «band» and «hunt» as polysemantic words, but «ear I» and «ear II» as lexical homonyms.
8. So, the borderline between polysemy and homonymy is unstable. In the course of the time a lexical-semantic variant may become a separate word when all associative links with nominative meaning are obliterated. Polysemy, as has been shown above, consists in the «stretching» of the expression of a word until at a certain moment new lexical-semantic variants become mutually incompatible semantically and in terms of word-combination and the polysemantic structure splits into lexical homonyms.
   The semantic structure of the word doesn’t present an indissoluble unity (that is, actually, why it is referred to as «structure»), nor does it necessarily stand for one concept. It is generally known that most word convey several concepts and thus possess the corresponding number of meanings. A word having several meanings is called polysemantic, and the ability of words to have more than one meaning is described by the term polysemy. Polysemy is certainly not an anomaly. Most English words are polysemantic.

   The polysemantic structure of the word comprises the system of lexical-semantic variants which derive from the nominative meaning. These lexical-semantic variants are interrelated semantically, morphologically, in terms of word-combination, style, frequency of occurrence, usage, etc.

    For example the semantic structure of the noun fire could be roughly presented by this scheme (only the most frequent meanings are given): 

Fire, n

I
   The above scheme suggest that meaning I holds a kind of dominance over the other meanings conveying the concept in the most general way whereas meanings II-V are associated with special circumstances, aspects and instances of the same phenomenon.

   Meaning I (generally referred to as the main meaning) presents the centre of the semantic structure of the word holding it together/it is mainly through meaning I that meanings II-V (they are called secondary meanings) can be associated with one another, some of them exclusively through meaning I, as, for instance, meanings IV and V.
   It is a matter of common observation that many English homonyms came into being owing to convergent sound development – the so-called ‘etymological homonyms’. But this is by no means the only source.
   In the etymological dictionary we find four homonyms for sound. We shall begin with sound I ‘that which is for may be heard, auditory effect’. This sound is traceable from ME soun and it goes back French son. Sound I is a Romance word, and like many other Romance words it goes back to Latin (sonus).
    The final d of sound I must not be confounded with that of sound II ‘to probe’. Sound II can be traced back to ME sounden, sonden and then to French sonder. So, in contrast with d in sound I which was acquired by the word quit accidentally, d in sound II was part of the original French word and was than preserved in English.
   Sound III ‘sea water’ is a Germanic word. It goes back to OE sund which meant ‘swimming straight’ and has nothing in common with other sounds.
    Sound IV ‘unhurt, uninjured’ which was first registered in the 17th century, is assumed to be derived from OE gesund.

    Etymological analysis of the homonyms «sound I»(auditory effect), «sound II»(to prove), «sound III»(sea water), «sound IV»(uninjured) shows that originally there were two Roman words and two Germanic ones which became identical in expression owing no various phonetic processes  which took place in the course of  the historical development of English. It is a firmly established fact that these words are «etymological homonyms».

    Homonymy can also develop as ‘the next step of polysemy’: in the course of time lexical-semantic variant may become a separate word when all associative links with nominative meaning are obligated.

    Now we come to a further source of homonyms which differs essentially from all above cases. Two or more homonyms can originate from different meanings of the same word when, for some reason, the semantic structure of the word breaks in to several parts. This type of formation of homonyms is called split polysemy.

   Let us consider the history of three homonyms:



Board (I), n – a long and thin piece of timber;
Board (II), n – daily meals esp. as provided for pay,

                             e. g. room and board;

Board (III), n – an official group of persons who direct or supervise some activity,

                              e. g. a board of directors.

   It is clear that the meanings of these three words are in no way associated with one another. Yet, most larges dictionaries still enter the meaning of board that once held together all these other meanings “table”.

   Nowadays, however, the item of furniture, on which meals are served, and round which boards of directors meet, is no longer denoted by the word board but by the French borrowing table. That is why, with the intrusion of the borrowed table, the word actually its corresponding meaning. Consequently, the semantic structure of board was split into three units. the following scheme illustrates the process:
Board, n (development of meanings)


Board I, II, III (split polysemy)
    Semantic analysis of the inner structure of the word «board» shows that the semantic structure of this word split into three lexical homonyms when the word «table» was borrowed from French, ousting the corresponding lexical-semantic variant.

    To demonstrate the method of discriminating between homonymy and polysemy we proposed to analyze lexicographically some polysemantic words («band», «hunt», «ear») in Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English by A. S. Hornby.

The fact that the lexical-semantic variants of these words are homonyms in born out by analysis of their derivatives, word combinations and phraseological units.
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If this material is scrutinized it becomes apparent that band is far from being semantically uniform.
   There is every reason to believe that band 1, band 2 and band 3 are closely connected. Although the ‘real objects’ (‘real things’) denoted by use this units are factually different. Their semantic affinity is obvious. All of them bear on the same idea – ‘a long-shaped piece of something’.

· a flat stripe of material, as in iron bands round a barrel, or papers kept together with a rubber band; 

· a ribbon as in the hat he held in his hand was surrounded with a crape band;
· a bar of colour as in white with a blue band round the edge.
An altogether different state of affairs transpires in the case of band 4 and band 5. The meanings of these units have drifted so far away from nominative meaning ‘flat, strip peace of material’, that they cased to be lexical semantic variants of the same word and are felt to be separate words or ‘homonyms’. It goes without saying that we can reestablish the semantic link between band I and band II in terms of their historical development: band I is used to bind things, whereas band II implies something that brings different individuals together. Synchronically, hower, band I and band II are no longer compatible.

    The fact that they are homonyms is borne out by the derivatives and typical word-combinations.      

Derivatives.
	Band I
	Band II
	Band III

	Band-aid – type of plaster. 

Bandage – strip of material for binding round wound or injury, or for blindfolding sb.

Bandbox – light cardboard box for millinery.

Bandeau – band for keeping a woman’s hair in place.

Bandoleer, bandolier – shoulder- belt with pockets for cartridges.


	Bandmaster – conductor of a band.

Bandsman – member of a band.

Bandstand – raised platform for a playing in the open air.

Bandwagon – wagon carrying the band heading a march or procession.
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	Band I
	Band II
	Band III

	
[image: image3]An iron, steel, hay, india-rubber band;

a band of iron, a band of steel; a band passed under her chin; to wear a band;

just out of a bandbox, beat the band, a band is broken forever.
	An American band, brass band, dance band, a military band, a band of brothers, a band of marauders;

the band began to play, to hear the band, to drill one’s band. 

 
	The 19-metre band(technical term)

       нет фразеологизмов 


   The net result of the foregoing analysis is that the polysemantic words «band» and «hunt», in fact, function in speech as lexical homonyms.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Thus, the sound complex «band» serves as the «expression» for three homonyms
       Band, n            Band I «object» (with three meanings);
                               Band II «a group of people» (with two meanings);
                                     Band III a monosemantic technical term.
    The sound complex «hunt» functions as two homonyms: the polysemantic «hunt I» and monosemantic «hunt II».

   Thus, if we compare ear 1 and ear 2 in terms of their derivations, their syntactic and lexical syntagmatic and spheres of their occurrence, it will become quite clear that no ambiguity can arise in this case. As far as ear 1 ‘organ of hearing’ is concerned, dictionaries adduce the phraseological units and compound words:
Ear 1
	Meaning
	Derivatives
	Idioms

	1. organ of hearing

2. sense of hearing


	Earmark - mark on the ear of a ship, etc, to mark ownership, (fig) special characteristic.

Earnest – serious; determined.

Earphone – head phone.

Earful – as much talk as one can endure.

Earshot – hearing distance.

Earache – pain in the inner ear.

Earring – ring worn in or on the lobe of the ear as ornament.


	To have a word in sb’s ear – say sth in confidence.

To have/ win sb’s ear(s) – his favorable attention.

To pick up one’s ears - become suddenly attentive.

Be all ears – be listening eagerly.

Fall on deaf ears – pass unnoticed.

Feel ones ears burning – imagine that one is being talked about.

Set (persons) by the ears – set them quarrelling. 

To have a good ear for music – be able to discriminate sound.




Ear 2 in contrast with ear 1 has no illustrative phraseology except for one highly specialized expression - corn in the ear.
Ear 2
	Meaning
	Idioms

	1. Seed – bearing part of the cereal
	Corn in the ear


   It follows that ear 1 and ear 2 are quit different both diachronically and synchronically. So, the Dictionary treats «band» and «hunt» as polysemantic words, but «ear I» and «ear II» as lexical homonyms.
   So, the borderline between polysemy and homonymy is unstable. In the course of the time a lexical-semantic variant may become a separate word when all associative links with nominative meaning are obliterated. Polysemy, as has been shown above, consists in the «stretching» of the expression of a word until at a certain moment new lexical-semantic variants become mutually incompatible semantically and in terms of word-combination and the polysemantic structure splits into lexical homonyms.
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The shooting of guns, etc.


to open (case) fire                   





Strong filing, passion, enthusiasm.


speech lacking fire





Burning material in a stove, fireplace, etc.


A camp fire.





An instance of destructive burning


forest fire





Flame





A piece of furniture





Meals provided for pay





An official group of persons





A long thin piece of


timber





An official group of persons





Meals provided for pay





A piece of furniture





A long thin piece of


timber
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Seldom used; ousted by the French borrowing table.
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   Band II





        Band I





range of frequencies that may be tuned together   








group of persons doing sth together under a leader and with a common purpose   


group of persons who play music together








flat, thin strip of material esp. for fastening things together or for placing round an object to strengthen it


flat, thin strip of  material forming part of an article of clothing


strip or line different  from the rest in color or design








Band





white


blue


etc.








band








