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Introduction.
         Nowadays, many people think that there isn't any punctuation in the English language, but nevertheless, there is. It's also important and necessary like Grammar and Lexicology, but unfortunately, we don’t spend much time to pay attention to it at school. Therefore this project has been chosen. We know how much time is spent to learn punctuation in Russian and the answer which we usually hear when asking our teachers of English that it is not very important in the English language.  To know about English punctuation is interesting to everyone.
        The Goal of the Research is to understand the place of punctuation marks in English sentences, their function in the learning of English, understand their meanings. The practical goal is to teach English learners to put down punctuation marks in sentences correctly.
        The tasks are to learn books and articles on punctuation, to look for different examples of punctuation in the original literature and analyze the meanings of punctuation marks, to classify them in accordance with their meanings. 
        The subject of the research is punctuation marks; the object is Syntax and Punctuation. 
          To learn them we have used some methods of research such as comparative and contextual analyses. 

   The Main Part. 
I. The Theoretical part
1. What is Punctuation?
Punctuation is “the marks used to divide a piece of writing into sentences, phrases etc.”

Punctuation mark is a sign used to divide a piece of writing into sentences, phrases etc.

Punctuation is an art, not a science, and a sentence can often be punctuated correctly in more than one way. It may also vary according to style: formal academic prose, for instance, might make more use of colons, semicolons, and brackets and less of full stops, commas, and dashes than conversational or journalistic prose. But there are some conventions you will need to follow if you are to write clear and elegant English.

In earlier periods of English, punctuation was often used rhetorically - that is, to represent the rhythms of the speaking voice. The main function of modern English punctuation, however, is logical: it is used to make clear the grammatical structure of the sentence, linking or separating groups of ideas and distinguishing what is important in the sentence from what is subordinate. It can also be used to break up a long sentence into more manageable units, but this may only be done where a logical break occurs; Jane Austen's sentence
"No one who had ever seen Catherine Morland in her infancy, would ever have supposed her born to be a heroine"
would now lose its comma, since there is no logical break between subject and verb (compare: "No one would have supposed . . . "). 

2. Punctuation marks.
There are different punctuation marks in English: Apostrophe, Round brackets (aka parentheses), Square brackets, Colon, Semi-colon, Comma, Hyphen, Dash, Ellipsis, Question Mark, Exclamation Mark, Full Stop, Single Quotation Mark, Double Quotation Marks.
Apostrophe
Apostrophe (‘) is used 

· to indicate possession

1) With nouns (plural and singular) not ending in an s add 's. 
the children's books, the people's parliament, a Mother's pride

2) With plural nouns ending in an s, add only the apostrophe.
the guards' duties, the Nuns' habits, the Joneses' house

3) With singular nouns ending in an s, you can add either  's or an apostrophe alone. 
the witness's lie or the witness' lie (be consistent) 
Exception: ancient or religious names.
Jesus' strength, Achilles' heel

4a) For common possession, only add  's to the last name. 
Janet and Jane's house

4b) Where possession is not common, add to each. 
Janet's and Jane's homes

Pronouns 
With the exception of one's, pronouns (its, his, hers) do not require an apostrophe.

· to indicate contractions

Where letters or numbers have been omitted. 
the summer of '69, the house wasn't at its best, that isn't the right way, it's not bad

Round brackets (aka parentheses)
Round brackets ( ) are used

· for additional information or explanation

1) To clarify or inform. 
Jamie's bike was red (bright red) with a yellow stripe.

2) For asides and comments 
The bear was pink (I kid you not).

Square brackets
Square brackets [ ] are used

· for editorial information, etc

1) To amend or supplement the given details 
His first book [The Colour Of Magic] was written in 1989.

2) To replace phrases for clarity or brevity 
[The treaty] decreed that no bear should be painted pink.

 
Colon
Colon ( : ) is used 

· before a list, summary or quote

1) Before a list. 
I could only find three of the ingredients: sugar, flour and coconut.

2) Before a summary. 
To summarise: we found the camp Janet's and Jane's homes

With the exception of one's, pronouns (its, his, hers) do not require an apostrophe.

the summer of '69, the house wasn't at its best, that isn't the right way, it's not bad

Jamie's bike was red (bright red) with a yellow stripe.

The bear was pink (I kid you not).

His first book [The Colour Of Magic] was written in 1989.

[The treaty] decreed that no bear should be painted pink.

To summarise: we found , set up our tent and then the bears attacked.

3) Before a quote. 
As Jane Austen wrote: it is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.

· to complete a statement of fact

Where the colon is used in place of the following or thus. 
There are only three kinds of people: the good, the bad and the ugly. 

 

Semi-colon

Semi-colon( ; ) is used

· to separate independent clauses not joined by a conjuction

The Giants won the Superbowl; it was a good day for the bookies. 
· to separate independent clauses joined by conjunctive adverbs such as however, hence, therefore, conversely, consequently, and nevertheless
The Giants were heavily favoured; consequently, the payouts were small. 
[Note: A comma is required after the above conjunctive adverbs] 

· to separate long or complicated elements in a series
The guests were John, the dentist; Bill and Lucy; and Howard, the duck. 

· to separate closely related elements when joining them would create ambiguity
Studying is difficult; failing, insufferable. 
· to precede a word, phrase, or abbreviation introducing an explanatory or summarizing statement

Vehicles are machines for moving people and things; for example, cars, trucks, and boats. 

Comma
Comma ( , ) is used

· between a list of three or more words

To replace the word and for all but the last instance. 
Up, down, left and right.

· before a conjunction

1) When but or for are used. 
I did my best to protect the camp, but the bears were too aggressive.

2) When and or or are used the comma is optional. 
The flag is red, white, and blue. [known as the Oxford comma] 
The sizes are small, medium or large.

· to give additional information

1) To indicate contrast. 
The snake was brown, not green, and it was quite small.

2) Where the phrase could be in brackets. 
The recipe, which we hadn't tried before, is very easy to follow.

3) Where the phrase adds relevant information. 
Mr. Hardy, 68, ran his first marathon five years ago.

4) Where the addition is not necessary to the meaning of the sentence. 
Mr. Hardy, who enjoys bird watching, ran his first marathon five years ago.

5) Where the main clause of the sentence is dependent on the preceding clause. 
If at first you don't succeed, give up. 
Though the snake was small, I still feared for my life.

· for opening phrases, conjunctive verbs, etc.

1) Introductory or opening phrases. 
In general, sixty-eight is quite old to run a marathon. 
On the whole, snakes only attack when riled.

2) Conjunctive verbs. 
Unfortunately, the bear was already in a bad mood 
and, furthermore, pink wasn't its colour.

3) Following for example, that is, etc 
You should use commas, for example, around 'for example'. 
There are some exceptions: namely, when using abbreviations.

· where a pause is required

1) To make the reading more natural. 
Whatever happens, don't panic.

2) To avoid confusion. 
To Margaret, Jenny left her favourite book.

· in address or quotation

1) When addressing someone by name. 
So, Murray, I'm sending you to Outer Mongolia.

2) When quoting direct speech. 
And then the boss said, "I'm sending you to Outer Mongolia."

· to indicate the omission of a word or phrase

Use too much sugar and the mixture will be sweet, [use] too little and it will be sour.

· Conditionals 

If he leaves early, he will be on time for the meeting.
If I saw a ghost, I would run away.

If I had locked the car, it wouldn't have been stolen.
· Clauses
When the clause precedes the main clause, a comma is used.

Whenever he is in town, he visits us.
[Note: He visits us whenever he is in town.]
· Linking words

	Similarity
	Similarity

Likewise

In the same way

Equally


	A glass of milk before you go to bed may help you sleep.   Similarity, a hot bath could do the trick.

	Concession
	On the one hand/ on the other hand

Even though

Even so

However

And still

And yet

Regardless of

Admittedly

Considering

Whereas

Nonetheless


	He carried on playing until the end of the game, even though he had a broken toe.



	Alternative
	Or

Alternatively

On the other hand
	You could tell her the bad news, or/on the other hand/alternatively, you could let her find out herself.

	Emphasis
	Besides

What is more

In fact

As a matter of fact

To tell you the truth

Actually

Indeed

Let alone


	I’m afraid you are not qualified for this job and, what is more, you are far too young.

	Clarification
	That is to say

Specifically

In other words

To put it another way

I mean


	She is angry. Specifically, she is angry at you.



	Consequence of a condition
	Consequently
Then

Under those

Circumstances

If so

If not

So

Therefore

In that case

Otherwise

Thus


	You may be caught by the enemy. If so, tell them nothing.

	Effect/Result
	Such/so that
Consequently

For this reason

As a consequence

Thus

Therefore

So


	He was the only child of a rich banker and, as a consequence, he was very spoilt.

	Exception 
	But (for)
Except (for)

Apart from
	We had a lovely holiday, apart from that one day when it rained.  

	Chronological
	beginning: initially, first…,at first, to start / begin with, first of all
continuing: secondly…, after this / that, second…,afterwards, then, next, before this

concluding: finally, at last, last but not least
	First of all, I’d like to thank my mother…
Then, I must thank everyone involved is making this wonderful film…

Finally, I want to thank you, my fans.

	Summarising
	In conclusion
In summary

To sum up

As I have said

As (it) was previously stated

On the whole

In all

All in all

Altogether

In short

Briefly

To put it briefly


	To sum up, the government must spend more money on public services.

	
	Moreover
	Profits have increased over

the past months. Moreover, we have increased our share of the market.



	
	Also
	Profits have increased over the past months. Also, we have increased our share of  the market.



	
	Although
	Although, the word is not simple.

	
	Unfortunately  
	Unfortunately, I left my bike in the middle of the road.  


Hyphen
Hyphen (-) is used 

· with some prefixes and suffixes

1) To avoid multiple letters. 
re-evaluate [reevaluate]

2) If the root word is capitalised. 
pre-Christmas, anti-European

3) With specific prefixes and suffixes. 
self-sacrificing, all-seeing, ex-wife, vice-chairman, president-elect

4) To avoid ambiguity or awkward pronounciation. 
un-ionised [unionised], re-read

5) Where a list of words each have the same prefix or suffix. pre- and post-recession, over- and under-weight

· to form compound words

1) For clarity. 
She was the only woman of the three whose face was free of make-up, and by contrast with the others she seemed simple and unaffected.

2) In compound adjectives that modify what they precede. 
blue-chip company, devil-may-care attitude, up-to-the-minute news

· with fractions, numbers and initial letters

1) With fractions and numbers between 21 and 99. 
one-half, sixty-four, twenty-eight and three-quarters

2) Words that start with a capital letter 
X-ray, T-shirt, U-Turn

· to divide words at the right hand margin.

Dash
Dash (—–) is used

· for emphasis

The book was great — a really good read.

· for explanation or addition

In place of brackets or commas. 
The Colour Of Magic — the first of the series — was written in 1989.

 

Ellipsis
Ellipsis (…) are used

· to indicate missing words in a quotation

"the sight was awesome...truly amazing"
Quotation marks
Quotation marks are used

· for direct speech

Janet asked, "Why can't we go today?"

· For quotes inside quotes, use single quotation marks. 
Billy said, "So then John told her 'I don't want to go today' and Janet cried."

· for words that are defined, that follow certain phrases or that have special meaning

1) Stating a definition. 
'Buch' is German for book.

2) Following phrases such as entitled, marked and the term. 
The book was signed 'Terry Pratchett'.

3) Special meanings, noting inaccuracies or misnomers, etc. 
The 'free gift' actually cost us forty pounds.

Question Mark
Question Mark ( ?) is used

·  to end direct questions, requiring a response

May I borrow your copy of the book? 
What did you think of the play?

Exclamation Mark
Exclamation Mark ( ! ) is used

· To add emphasis to the statement 
 I loved the play!

Full Stop
Full Stop ( . ) is used 
· To end all other sentences 
Here ends the lesson for today.
Double Quotation Marks
Double Quotation Marks ( “ ” ) are used

· to set off quotations

The President's only memorable quote was “don't quote me on that”. 

· to indicate dialogue
“Help!” we cried. 

Single Quotation Mark
Single Quotation Mark ( ‘ ’ ) is used

· to set off quotations within quotations
He said, "the word ‘splivich’ will not be found in a standard dictionary". 

Practical Part
To prove that the problem of punctuation is topical,  a small research has been conducted: a test has been given to  pupils of  10th and11th classes to learn out their level of understanding of this problem.

 1. Test “English Punctuation Marks”
1. Finally when I was 18 I  had an interview with Air France who accepted me
2. It's a great city. However accommodation is terribly expensive
3.  If I were you I would take an umbrella

4. The president was taken ill and therefore the summit meeting was cancelled

5. Neither John nor David goes to university

6. He asked Are you OK

7. She is tall while her brother is rather short

8. If you have finished your coffee we can pay the bill
9. Unfortunately I left my bike in the middle of the road 
10. That was a very nice party I said
11. Although it was summer it was chilly
12. I stayed in bed because I felt ill

13. He said to me Please don’t go

14. Unless you reserve a ticket you won’t get a seat

15. I like to visit the cathedral whenever I am in Durham
      Key:
1. Finally, when I was 18, I had an interview with Air France, who accepted me.
2. It's a great city. However, accommodation is terribly expensive.
3.  If I were you, I would take an umbrella.
4. The president was taken ill and, therefore the summit meeting was cancelled.
5. Neither John nor David goes to university.
6. He asked, “Are you OK?”
7. She is tall, while her brother is rather short.
8. If you have finished your coffee, we can pay the bill.
9. Unfortunately, I left my bike in the middle of the road. 
10.  “That was a very nice party,” I said.
11. Although it was summer, it was chilly.
12. I stayed in bed because I felt ill.
13. He said to me, “Please, don’t go!”
14. Unless you reserve a ticket, you won’t get a seat.
15. I like to visit the cathedral whenever I am in Durham.
The results show that the level of knowledge of punctuation is low, 1 pupil from 24 did  73 % correctly. 4 pupils did 60 %. 4 pupils 53 %.The others 15 did less than 50 % correctly. Nobody has done the whole test correctly. Bad results show that punctuation marks are very important to practice.
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Examples from “Moon and Sixpence” by W. Somerset Maugham
Apostrophe (‘)
The most insignificant of Strickland's works suggests a personality which is strange, tormented, and complex; and it is this surely which prevents even those who do not like his pictures from being indifferent to them; it is this which has excited so curious an interest in his life and character.(!)

She had led a very quiet youth in the country, and the books that came down from Mudie's Library brought with them not only their own romance, but the romance of London.(4)

He had his mother's candid brow and fine, reflective eyes.(5)

"It's lucky the furniture in the flat is in Amy's name. She'll have that at all events."(9)
The Army and Navy Stores are a bond of union between all who dwell between the river and St. James's Park.(4)
"I dare say you'd like me to go," I said to the Colonel, getting up.(8)

I don't know what's to become of her.(8)

He'd better not let me catch sight of him. I'd thrash him within an inch of his life.(8)
If you're walking up Victoria Street, I'll come along with you.(8)

"Did you mean it when you said she wouldn't have a bob?"(9)

"Won't it mean anything to you to know that people loathe and despise you?"(11)

Round brackets (aka parentheses)
She had a real passion for reading (rare in her kind, who for the most part are more interested in the author than in his book, in the painter than in his pictures), and she invented a world of the imagination in which she lived with a freedom she never acquired in the world of every day.

Colon( : )
 It is true I knew him more intimately than most: I met him first before ever he became a painter, and I saw him not infrequently during the difficult years he spent in Paris; but I do not suppose I should ever have set down my recollections if the hazards of the war had not taken me to Tahiti.(1)

It is a charming faculty, but one often abused by those who are conscious of its possession: for there is something ghoulish in the avidity with which they will pounce upon the misfortune of their friends so that they may exercise their dexterity.(5)
Semi-colon ( ; )

It is true I knew him more intimately than most: I met him first before ever he became a painter, and I saw him not infrequently during the difficult years he spent in Paris; but I do not suppose I should ever have set down my recollections if the hazards of the war had not taken me to Tahiti.(1)

It is a charming faculty, but one often abused by those who are conscious of its possession: for there is something ghoulish in the avidity with which they will pounce upon the misfortune of their friends so that they may exercise their dexterity.(5)
I do not speak of that greatness which is achieved by the fortunate politician or the successful soldier; that is a quality which belongs to the place he occupies rather than to the man; and a change of circumstances reduces it to very discreet proportions.(1)

A pleasant, hospitable woman, with a harmless craze for the small lions of literary society; a rather dull man, doing his duty in that state of life in which a merciful Providence had placed him; two nice-looking, healthy children.(8)

I had not seen her for some time, and I noticed changes in her; it was not only that she was older, thinner, and more lined; I think her character had altered.(17)

Sometimes they lounged at the steps of a church, and sometimes dallied among cypresses against a cloudless sky; sometimes they made love by a Renaissance well-head, and sometimes they wandered through the Campagna by the side of an ox-waggon.(17)

He did not want arm-chairs to sit in; he really felt more at his ease on a kitchen chair.(21)

They would grow old insensibly; they would see their son and daughter come to years of reason, marry in due course -- the one a pretty girl, future mother of healthy children; the other a handsome, manly fellow, obviously a soldier; and at last, prosperous in their dignified retirement, beloved by their descendants, after a happy, not unuseful life, in the fullness of their age they would sink into the grave.(7)

She was brave, but not too obviously; cheerful, but not brazenly; and she seemed more anxious to listen to the troubles of others than to discuss her own.(16)

It was a record of hard work and of little adventure; of experiments in this direction and in that; of the gradual acquisition of the knowledge of books and of men.(21)

With his untidy beard and long hair, his features, always a little larger than life, now emphasised by illness, he had an extraordinary aspect; but it was so odd that it was not quite ugly.(26)

I was very young, and perhaps she liked the idea of guiding my virgin steps on the hard road of letters; while for me it was pleasant to have someone I could go to with my small troubles, certain of an attentive ear and reasonable counsel.(5)

"I'll ask you to dine with us quietly some time, but mind, you come at your own risk; don't blame me if you have a very dull evening."(5)

He was probably a worthy member of society, a good husband and father, an honest broker; but there was no reason to waste one's time over him.(6)

I have been able to invest them with none of those characteristics which make the persons of a book exist with a real life of their own; and, wondering if the fault is mine, I rack my brains to remember idiosyncrasies which might lend them vividness.(8)

As they stand they are like the figures in an old tapestry; they do not separate themselves from the background, and at a distance seem to lose their pattern, so that you have little but a pleasing piece of colour.(8)

But the fear of not being able to carry it through effectively has always made me shy of assuming the moral attitude; and in this case the certainty that my sentiments would be lost on Strickland made it peculiarly embarrassing to utter them.(15)

It was unsatisfactory, and I could not imagine that she would be content with me; I was not content with myself.(15)

Mrs. Strickland's sister was older than she, not unlike her, but more faded; and she had the efficient air, as though she carried the British Empire in her pocket, which the wives of senior officers acquire from the consciousness of belonging to a superior caste.(15)

She had put some order into the drawing-room by now, her housewifely instincts having got the better of her dismay; and it no longer bore that deserted look, like a furnished house long to let, which I had noticed on my first visit after the catastrophe.(15)

Comma ( , )

The artist, painter, poet, or musician, by his decoration, sublime or beautiful, satisfies the aesthetic sense; but that is akin to the sexual instinct, and shares its barbarity: he lays before you also the greater gift of himself.(1)

The dining-room was inconveniently crowded. There was a K.C. and his wife, a Government official and his wife, Mrs. Strickland's sister and her husband, Colonel MacAndrew, and the wife of a Member of Parliament.(6)

They talked of the political situation and of golf, of their children and the latest play, of the pictures at the Royal Academy, of the weather and their plans for the holidays.(6)

It was obvious that he had no social gifts, but these a man can do without; he had no eccentricity even, to take him out of the common run; he was just a good, dull, honest, plain man.(6)

I pictured their lives, troubled by no untoward adventure, honest, decent, and, by reason of those two upstanding, pleasant children, so obviously destined to carry on the normal traditions of their race and station, not without significance.(7)
I had never known writers before, and I found them very strange, but I do not think they ever seemed to me quite real.(3)

I remember that I thought their conversation brilliant, and I used to listen with astonishment to the stinging humour with which they would tear a brother-author to pieces the moment that his back was turned.(3)
When we left I walked away with Miss Waterford, and the fine day and her new hat persuaded us to saunter through the Park.(4)
I fancy she's rather simple, poor dear, and she thinks we're all wonderful.(4)
She saw them dramatically, and really seemed herself to live a larger life because she entertained them and visited them in their fastnesses.(4)

The subject was exhausted, and we began to talk of other things.(4)

Her flat was always neat and cheerful, gay with flowers, and the chintzes in the drawing-room, notwithstanding their severe design, were bright and pretty.(5)

She smiled, her smile was really very sweet, and she blushed a little; it was singular that a woman of that age should flush so readily.(6)

New arrivals claimed my host's attention, and I was left to myself.(6)
It was the kind of party which makes you wonder why the hostess has troubled to bid her guests, and why the guests have troubled to come. There were ten people.(6)
They met with indifference, and would part with relief.(6)
Everyone talked a little louder than natural in an instinctive desire to make the party go, and there was a great deal of noise in the room.(6)

The season was drawing to its dusty end, and everyone I knew was arranging to go away.(7)
. Of their elders some, by imitating the antics of youth, strive to persuade themselves that their day is not yet over; they shout with the lustiest, but the war cry sounds hollow in their mouth; they are like poor wantons attempting with pencil, paint and powder, with shrill gaiety, to recover the illusion of their spring. (2)

Mr. Crabbe was as dead as mutton, but Mr. Crabbe continued to write moral stories in rhymed couplets.(2)

But when at last I met Charles Strickland, it was under circumstances which allowed me to do no more than just make his acquaintance.(6)
It reminds you of a placid rivulet, meandering smoothly through green pastures and shaded by pleasant trees, till at last it falls into the vasty sea; but the sea is so calm, so silent, so indifferent, that you are troubled suddenly by a vague uneasiness.(7)
I recognised its social values, I saw its ordered happiness, but a fever in my blood asked for a wilder course.(7)

I think that I have gathered in the years that intervene between then and now a fair knowledge of mankind, but even if when I first met the Stricklands I had the experience which I have now, I do not believe that I should have judged them differently.(8)

She looked about for the box, but it was not to be seen.(8)
One would admire his excellent qualities, but avoid his company.(6)
But on my last day in town, coming out of the Stores, I met her with her son and daughter; like myself, she had been making her final purchases before leaving London, and we were both hot and tired.(7)

Strickland was the daughter of an Indian civilian, who on his retirement had settled in the depths of the country, but it was his habit every August to take his family to Eastbourne for change of air; and it was here, when she was twenty, that she met Charles Strickland.(9)

I had a rapid glimpse of a tiny apartment, half room, half studio, in which was nothing but a bed, canvases with their faces to the wall, an easel, a table, and a chair.(24)

On one occasion, when Strickland was so much better that in a day or two he was to get up, I sat with them in the studio.(26)

If I have succeeded at all in giving the complicated impression that Strickland made on me, it will not seem outrageous to say that I felt he was at once too great and too small for love.(30)

"They're both of them the image of you," I said.(5)

"You know, he's not at all literary," she said. (5)

"It's no good making a fool of myself," she said, drying her eyes.(9)

After all, it pleases her to ask us to luncheon, and it doesn't hurt us. I like her for it."(4)

I could not think of any retort to this, so I asked if Mrs. Strickland had children.(4)

It was, of course, a purely social function.(6)
Strickland was taking her family to the coast of Norfolk, so that the children might have the sea and her husband golf.(7)

There was just that shadowiness about them which you find in people whose lives are part of the social organism, so that they exist in it and by it only.(8)
After all, we've been married for seventeen years.(9)

After all, he's forty.(9)

Stroeve was, of course, delighted with her.(26)

Hyphen
I tried to conceal my embarrassment by handing round cups of tea and rather ill-cut bread-and-butter.(3)
Richard Twining bubbled over with quaint absurdities, and George Road, conscious that he need not exhibit a brilliancy which was almost a by-word, opened his mouth only to put food into it. Mrs.(4)

She was the only woman of the three whose face was free of make-up, and by contrast with the others she seemed simple and unaffected. (4)
To avoid the tedium of dining tete-a-tete, to give their servants a rest, because there was no reason to refuse, because they were "owed" a dinner.(6)

"You remember my brother-in-law, don't you?(8)

The Colonel asked for a whisky-and-soda. (8)

We were like tram-cars running on their lines from terminus to terminus, and it was possible to calculate within small limits the number of passengers they would carry.(17)

The dining-room was in the good taste of the period. It was very severe.(4)
Strickland was the most harmless of all the lion-hunters that pursue their quarry from the rarefied heights of Hampstead to the nethermost studios of Cheyne Walk.(4)

I went now and then to pleasant little luncheons at her flat, and to rather more formidable tea-parties.(4)

"All that seems to me very far-fetched," she said acidly. "(15)

She was a woman of thirty-seven, rather tall and plump, without being fat; she was not pretty, but her face was pleasing, chiefly, perhaps, on account of her kind brown eyes.

I had not been back twenty-four hours before I ran across Rose Waterford in Jermyn Street.(8)

With the superciliousness of extreme youth, I put thirty-five as the utmost limit at which a man might fall in love without making a fool of himself.(8)

 He was twenty-three.(10)

Number thirty-two. On the sixth floor.(11)

Dash (—)

I had no warning -- nothing.(9)

It was an ideal that he painted -- a poor one, common and shop-soiled, but still it was an ideal; and it gave his character a peculiar charm.(18)

He gave me an extraordinary impression as he sat there, his attention riveted on his game -- an impression of great strength; and I could not understand why it was that his emaciation somehow made it more striking.(20)

Neither of us had seen Strickland for two or three weeks -- I because I had been busy with friends who were spending a little while in Paris, and Stroeve because, having quarreled with him more violently than usual, he had made up his mind to have nothing more to do with him.(22)

Quotation marks
"Did you think the food was good? I told her that if she wanted writers she must feed them well."(4)

"Why have you never let me meet him?" I asked.(5)

"What's the matter with you?"(8)

"You did meet Charles Strickland, didn't you?"(8)

"Will you come this way, sir?" she said.(8)

"Will you have a cigarette?" asked Mrs. Strickland.(8)

"You will do everything you can for me?" she said pitifully.(10)

Question Mark ( ? )

Did she want to see me or did she not?(8)

Had they quarrelled already, or was his infatuation passed?(11)
Did he dream of the nymph flying through the woods of Greece with the satyr in hot pursuit?(30) 

She fled, swift of foot and desperate, but he gained on her step by step, till she felt his hot breath on her neck; and still she fled silently, and silently he pursued, and when at last he seized her was it terror that thrilled her heart or was it ecstasy?(30)
Full Stop ( . )

But while I talked to Stroeve I was puzzling over the suddenness of the whole affair.(29)

She shuddered when I went to kiss her.(29)
He had reached that stage of exhaustion when he could not stop talking.(29)

For the present he seemed quite lost.(29)

He was a man without any conception of gratitude.(30)
Double Quotation Marks ( “ ” )

Strickland, in refuting the account which had gained belief of a certain “unpleasantness” between his father and mother, to state that Charles Strickland in a letter written from Paris had described her as “an excellent woman”, since Dr. Weitbrecht-Rotholz was able to print the letter in facsimile, and it appears that the passage referred to ran in fact as follows: God damn my wife. She is an excellent woman. I wish she was in hell. It is not thus that the Church in its great days dealt with evidence that was unwelcome. 1

Some of them were dressed fashionably, and they said they couldn't for the life of them see why you should be dowdy just because you had written a novel; if you had a neat figure you might as well make the most of it, and a smart shoe on a small foot had never prevented an editor from taking your “stuff”.(3)

The Stricklands “owed” dinners to a number of persons, whom they took no interest in, and so had asked them; these persons had accepted.(6)

“A Modern Artist: Notes on the Work of Charles Strickland,” by Edward Leggatt, A.R.H.A. Martin Secker, 1917. (1)

“I want you to talk to Mrs. Strickland,” she said. “She's raving about your book.”(4)

“Milk is very nice, especially with a drop of brandy in it, but the domestic cow is only too glad to be rid of it. A swollen udder is very uncomfortable.”(5)

“I don't know that he's very clever,” she said one day, when I was looking at the photograph, “but I know he's good. He has a charming character.”(5)

“You know, he's not at all literary,” she said. “He's a perfect philistine.”(5)

“This is a terrible thing,” he said, the moment we got out into the street. (9)

Having examined examples of different punctuation marks in the book “Moon and Sixpence” by W. Somerset Maugham we noticed that the most frequently used punctuation mark is comma , less frequently used marks than comma are semi-colon, apostrophe and hyphen. In the third place there are double quotation marks, question mark, quotation marks, dash. The least frequently used punctuation marks are round brackets.
The Most Frequently used Punctuation Marks
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Exercises to Practice Punctuation marks
Semicolons, colons, dashes, quotation marks, Italics (use an underline), and parentheses.
1. The men in question Harold Keene Jim Peterson and Gerald Greene deserve awards
2. Several countries participated in the airlift Italy Belgium France and Luxembourg
3. Only one course was open to us surrender said the ex-major and we did
4. Judge Carswell later to be nominated for the Supreme Court had ruled against civil rights
5. In last week s New Yorker one of my favorite magazines I enjoyed reading Leland s article How Not to Go Camping
6. Yes Jim said  I ll be home by ten.
7. There was only one thing to do study till dawn
8. Montaigne wrote the following A wise man never loses anything if he has himself
9. The following are the primary colors red blue and yellow
10. Arriving on the 810 plane were Liz Brooks my old roommate her husband and Tim their son
11. When the teacher commented that her spelling was poor Lynn replied All the members of my family are poor spellers. Why not me
12. He used the phrase you know so often that I finally said No  I don't know
13. The automobile dealer handled three makes of cars Volkswagens Porsches and Mercedes Benz
14. Though Phil said he would arrive on the 9 19 flight he came instead on the 10 36 flight
15. Whoever thought said Helen that  Jack would be elected class president
16. In baseball a show boat is a man who shows off
17. The minister quoted Isaiah 5 21 in last Sunday s sermon
18. There was a very interesting article entitled The New Rage for Folk Singing in last       Sunday s  New York Times newspaper
19. Whoever is elected secretary of the club Ashley or Chandra or Aisha must be prepared to do a great deal of work said Jumita the previous secretary
20. Darwin s On the Origin of Species 1859 caused a great controversy when it appeared
Commas
1. There was no question that John s painting a huge colorful and ugly mural was the worst entry in the art exhibit
2. Werner von Braun Willy Ley and Edward Teller noted authorities in the field of rocket development have done much to guide the missile program of the United States
3. Mr Cready s ability to say the wrong thing at the wrong time is I believe amazing
4. Running around the house the dog was abruptly stopped by a fence
5. If the opposition should win our candidate would never have any political future
6. Gracefully lightly and daintily the ballerina moved across the stage
7. Glamour the woman s fashion magazine recently incorporated with Charm another fashion journal
8. Joe was born on May 7 1955 and his best friend was born exactly two months later on July 7 1955
9. Mr and Mrs Kwon my parent s best friends sat in front of us at the football game
10. November 11 1918 the armistice ending World War I was signed
11. The problems involved in this operation are I think numerous
12. Celene who does not usually tell anyone what she feels said she didn t want to go to the dance
13. To get tickets for some Broadway musicals one has to order three months in advance
14. Listening to the radio Jun heard an announcement that Spangler his own dog was lost
15. I used to live at 16689 Sutton Avenue Milpitas California but we have since moved to 1895 Holland Way Dubuque Iowa
16. The Valley of the Moon the name of a section in Napa County California is the heart of the state s wine producing area
17. Chris did not see how he could organize write and proofread this paper in only two hours
18. By the pilings of the old pier I found four starfish a clam and a sea anemone
19. Yes Helen did mention that all three of you were coming for lunch
20. I believe therefore that fraternities are good influences on a college campus
Commas after Introductions.

1. As the boat turned about a dozen dolphins began to follow it
2. Since we moved into town our fuel bill has tripled
3. Having chosen nursing as a career Susan enrolled in many science courses
4. Usually I have time to eat breakfast.
5. From outside the twelve mile fishing limits off the coast of Maine a strange phenomenon has been reported
6. When he was in high school he was known only as an athlete
7. Before you decide what courses to take you should consider the amount of work you are willing to do
8. Nevertheless I do not want to meet him
9. Having finished the test he left the room
10. To get a seat you d better come early
11. After the test but before lunch I went jogging
12. The sun radiating intense heat we sought shelter in the cafe
13. While I was eating the cat scratched at the door
14. Because her alarm clock was broken she was late for class
15. If you are ill you ought to see a doctor
16. When the snow stops falling we ll shovel the driveway
17. Well perhaps he meant no harm
18. Yes the package should arrive tomorrow morning
19. However you may not be satisfied with the results
20. She was still quite upset although she had won the Oscar


.
Keys:
Semicolons, colons, dashes, quotation marks, Italics (use an underline), and parentheses.

1. The men in question (Harold Keene, Jim Peterson, and Gerald Greene) deserve awards.

2. Several countries participated in the airlift: Italy, Belgium, France, and Luxembourg.

3. "Only one course was open to us: surrender," said the ex-major, "and we did."
4. Judge Carswell--later to be nominated for the Supreme Court--had ruled against civil rights.

5. In last week's New Yorker, one of my favorite magazines, I enjoyed reading Leland's article "How Not to Go Camping."
6. "Yes,"Jim said, "I'll be home by ten."
7. There was only one thing to do--study till dawn.

8. Montaigne wrote the following: "A wise man never loses anything, if he has himself."
9. The following are the primary colors: red, blue, and yellow.

10. Arriving on the 8:10 plane were Liz Brooks, my old roommate; her husband; and Tim, their son.

11. When the teacher commented that her spelling was poor, Lynn replied, "All the members of my family are poor spellers. Why not me?"
12. He used the phrase "you know" so often that I finally said, "No, I don't know."
13. The automobile dealer handled three makes of cars: Volkswagens, Porsches, and Mercedes Benz.

14. Though Phil said he would arrive on the 9:19 flight, he came instead on the 10:36 flight.

15. "Whoever thought," said Helen, "that Jack would be elected class president?"
16. In baseball a "show boat" is a man who shows off.

17. The minister quoted Isaiah 5:21 in last Sunday's sermon.

18. There was a very interesting article entitled "The New Rage for Folk Singing" in last Sunday's New York Times newspaper.

19. "Whoever is elected secretary of the club--Ashley, or Chandra, or Aisha--must be prepared to do a great deal of work," said Jumita, the previous secretary.

20. Darwin's On the Origin of Species (1859) caused a great controversy when it appeared.

Commas

1. There was no question that John's painting, a huge, colorful, and ugly mural, was the worst entry in the art exhibit.

2. Werner von Braun, Willy Ley, and Edward Teller, noted authorities in the field of rocket development, have done much to guide the missile program of the United States.

3. Mr. Cready's ability to say the wrong thing at the wrong time is, I believe, amazing.

4. Running around the house, the dog was abruptly stopped by a fence.

5. If the opposition should win, our candidate would never have any political future.

6. Gracefully, lightly, and daintily, the ballerina moved across the stage.

7. Glamour, the woman's fashion magazine, recently incorporated with Charm, another fashion journal.

8. Joe was born on May 7, 1955, and his best friend was born exactly two months later on July 7, 1955.

9. Mr. and Mrs. Kwon, my parents' best friends, sat in front of us at the football game.

10. November 11, 1918, the armistice ending World War I was signed.
11. The problems involved in this operation are, I think, numerous.

12. Celene, who does not usually tell anyone what she feels, said she didn't want to go to the dance.

13. To get tickets for some Broadway musicals, one has to order three months in advance.

14. Listening to the radio, Jun heard an announcement that Spangler, his own dog, was lost.

15. I used to live at 16689 Sutton Avenue, Milpitas, California, but we have since moved to 1895 Holland Way, Dubuque, Iowa.

16. The Valley of the Moon, the name of a section in Napa County, California, is the heart of the state's wine producing area.

17. Chris did not see how he could organize, write, and proofread this paper in only two hours.

18. By the pilings of the old pier, I found four starfish, a clam, and a sea anemone.

19. Yes, Helen did mention that all three of you were coming for lunch.

20. I believe, therefore, that fraternities are good influences on a college campus.

Commas after Introductions.

21. As the boat turned, about a dozen dolphins began to follow it.
22. Since we moved into town, our fuel bill has tripled.
23. Having chosen nursing as a career, Susan enrolled in many science courses.
24. Usually, I have time to eat breakfast.
25. From outside the twelve-mile fishing limits off the coast of Maine, a strange phenomenon has been reported.
26. When he was in high school, he was known only as an athlete.
27. Before you decide what courses to take, you should consider the amount of work you are willing to do.
28. Nevertheless, I do not want to meet him.
29. Having finished the test, he left the room.
30. To get a seat, you'd better come early.
31. After the test but before lunch, I went jogging.
32. The sun radiating intense heat, we sought shelter in the cafe.
33. While I was eating, the cat scratched at the door.
34. Because her alarm clock was broken, she was late for class.
35. If you are ill, you ought to see a doctor.
36. When the snow stops falling, we'll shovel the driveway.
37. Well, perhaps he meant no harm.
38. Yes, the package should arrive tomorrow morning.
39. However, you may not be satisfied with the results.
40. She was still quite upset, although she had won the Oscar.


.
Conclusion

Having examined different books to find out information about punctuation, we found different examples of punctuation marks in the book “Moon and Sixpence” by W. Somerset Maugham, their meanings, classified some of them in accordance with their meanings, found some examples in the original literature. 
A small research has been conducted: a punctuation test has been given to pupils of 10th,  11th  classes to learn out their level of understanding of this problem.

           The results have shown that the level of knowledge of punctuation is quite low, but at the same time the disappointing results have shown the importance of this work.

       
 In conclusion we achieved the goal of research, understood the place of punctual marks in the language system.

        
 The theme “punctuation” was interesting and important. It wasn’t easy but we tried to do our best. 
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