“The History of Christmas”
First of all I should say that Christmas is a Christian holiday celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. For millions people all over the world it is the most important and the happiest day of the year. Nobody knows the exact date of Christ’s birth but Catholics celebrate Christmas on December 25 (the orthodox believers celebrate Christmas on January 7).
The story of birth of Jesus Christ is written in the New Testament of the Bible by all the apostles.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem because his mother and father Mary and Joseph had come there to be entered on the lists for paying taxes to the Romans that ruled the country then. But in this city they didn’t have some suitable place to sleep and had to be placed in a stable. Here Christ was born. But the fact is that Jesus was an extraordinary baby – he was the son of God that came into the world to save people. Mary used a manger to place the child. 
The birth of our lord is shown in Nativity Scene.
A new star, now called the Star of Bethlehem, appeared in the sky.  The three Wise man from the East follow it and the Star led them to Bethlehem. They were sure that Jesus was an unusual child. They gave him their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
So there was a great joy in the Heavens and angels were singing praise to him.
Next I’m going to tell you about the date of celebrating Christmas.
There are two facts concerning the date December 25.
The first fact treats to the death of Jesus Christ. The Bible says that he must live a whole number of years. So he died on the same day when he was born.
The second fact dates back to the ancient times when the sun meant so much for the primitive people that when it began to go lower till December 23 – winter solstice, people thought the sun was going to die out and they were worried. They had to think about keeping the food for the next year. After December 23 the sun starts staying in the sky longer and after that the nights become shorter and shorter. And ancient people had nothing to worry about. They associated dying and new-born sun with God.
So Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ and means a lot of people all over the world.
