

OUR FRAGILE PLANET

The word environment means what is around us. The air we breath, the soil on which we stand and walk, the water we drink, plants, animals, weather and climate are all parts of the environment.


People have lived on our planet for many years. We depend on our planet, on the sun, on animals and plants around us. 


Weather can influence people and other living creatures. Tornadoes, hurricains and tsunamis can cause terrible damage. Every year hurricains kill many people and damage homes in different parts of the world. Because of the strong wind sailors can get into trouble and farmers can lose their harvest. 


Who has seen the wind? (poem)

Who has seen the wind?


Neither you nor I.


But when the trees bow down their heads,


The wind is passing by


Who has seen the wind?


Neither you nor I.


But when the leaves hang trembling,


The wind is passing through.


More than 150 thousand people killed and a lot of villages destroyed is the result of the devastating tsunami on the 26th of December 2004.


We can forecast weather but not always. Weathermen day and night collect information with the help of the ships, planes weather stations and space stations.

People can also have influence on nature and our environment. Our environmental problems are:

1. pollution in its many forms;

2. noise from cars, buses, planes;

3. destruction of wildlife and countryside beauty;

4. shortage of natural resources;

5. the growth of population.

Many scientists think that the result of air pollution are holes in the ozone 

layer and ultraviolet radiation can cause skin cancer. Factories emit tones of harmful chemicals. Most of the air pollution in big cities comes from cars and buses.


And even greater threat are nuclear power stations. Such power stations can go wrong and cause nuclear pollution. Its effects can be terrible. We all know how tragic the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster are.


We breath in oxygen and breath out carbon dioxide. Trees take carbon dioxide from the air and give us oxygen. Forests can also help to control the world’s weather.


Mother forest (poem)
The forest is strong with a perfume so sweet


Such a perfect place to dream.


She feeds from the earth, from the water and air,


Mother nature, pure and green.


Save our trees!


Don’t cut them all down.


They shelter the flowers from the sun and the wind.


Helping them bloom and grow.


They care for the creatures that hide in the leaves,


Every colour of a rainbow.


But men with machines want to cut her down, 


So how can we make people see


That our forest is rich with the beauty of life?


Save our trees!


Don’t cut them all down.


We produce too much carbon dioxide. We produce this gas when we burn things. We destroy big areas of forests and rainforests and there are fewer trees and more carbon dioxide.

There is no ocean or sea which is not used as a dump. The Pacific Ocean, especially, has suffered from nuclear pollution. Many seas and oceans are used for dumping, industrial and nuclear waste. This poisons and kills fish and sea animals. Nuclear-poisoned fish can be eaten by people.


Lake Baikal, the deepest fresh-water lake on the Earth is in great danger because of the factories which are near it. Fish and reptiles can’t live in such poisoned places. There is not enough oxygen in the water. All birds and animals leave their habitats and many plants die.


The way people live has changed the climate on our planet. Nowadays the temperature is rising. Have you ever heard about the greenhouse effect? Some of the heat of the sun warms the atmosphere and some of it goes back into space. But nowadays the air surrounding the earth becomes warmer because the heat can’t go back into space. Summer and winter temperatures in many places have become higher.

And what about animals? People kill them because of their beautiful skin, tusks, ruin their habitats. Many species are extinct. A lot more endangered species – fish, reptiles, birds, mammals – may disappear before we have children.


What can we do to save our natural world, our healthy environment? Fortunately, it’s not too late to solve these problems. We have the time, the money and even the technology to make our planet a better, cleaner and safer place.

1. We must find the right balance between land, people and animals.

2. We must protect our forests, rainforests.

3. We mustn’t kill animals and ruin their habitats.

4. We should solve all these problems quickly.

Living creatures and plants need growing space. Our environment is the 

whole earth. We must think not only about the future of our children but about the future of our planet.

DON’T KILL THE WORLD (song)


Don’t kill the world!


Don’t let the Earth down!


Do not destroy the ground!


Don’t kill the world!


Don’t kill the world!


Don’t let the Earth die!


Help her to survive!


Don’t kill the world!

