“Texas, Our Texas!”
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They say that everything is big in Texas: big farms, big ranches, big cities, big money, and even big hair. Texas is the biggest of the 42 contigu​ous U.S. states, with 267,277 square miles (692,244 square km), which is bigger than the 14 smallest states combined. It is approximately 250 miles (1,370 km) from north to south and from west to east. The biggest ranch in Texas is The King Ranch in Kingsville, which is larger than the state of Rhode Island. The cities of Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio are among the nation's ten largest. The Port of Houston handles more foreign cargo than any other U.S. port. Texas is the second largest producer of electronic components in the U.S. and the nation s second leading exporter.
The “ Lone Star State” can be divided into East, South, West, Central and North Texas.
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East Texas is known for its bayou swamps, pine woods, Gulf coast beaches, fishing, and barbecues. The East Texas city of Houston is the state's largest city (population 1,800,000) and an international capital for commerce, technology, and oil. Houston is home to the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center. The space center is a training ground for astronauts, design center for building spacecraft, and mission control for space flights The first words heard from space were "Mission Control, Houston." Houston is also home to the Texas Medical Center, the largest medical center in the world. More than 52,000 people work at the center and each year approximately 4.8 million patients visit it. Houston is home to the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, the largest rodeo in the world, with more than 1.8 million visitors a year. More than 90 languages are spoken throughout the Houston area.
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South Texas is known for its ranching, agriculture, and Mexican heritage. San Antonio (population 1 million), the home of the Alamo (now a museum) is in this area. The King ranch was the foundation of the western cattle industry, developing the first American breed of cattle (the longhorn) and the quarter horse. The big cattle drives that made Texas famous as home of the cowboy began from the southern part of the state dur​ing the 1860s. Ranchers needed to get their cattle to railroads, which then transported the animals to slaughterhouses and markets in other parts of the country. The most famous route, the Chisholm Trail, started in San Anto​nio and went northward to Kansas. In 1992, San Antonio was the site for the signing of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Both Spanish and English are used to conduct business in this part of Texas.
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West Texas is a dry desert that has frequently been used as the backdrop for cowboy movies and television shows. El Paso is the only large city in this area (population 600,000) and one of the most historic cities in Texas. This is where the first Spanish settle​ment was established. The city has mountains on one side and the Rio Grande river on the other. With the large Mexican city Ciudad Juarez (population 1 million) just across the river, this urban area is also a large internation​al border crossing for products and people going north and south. El Paso is home to the U.S. Border Patrol Museum. West Texas has two national parks: the Guadalupe Mountains with Guadalupe Peak, the highest point in the state at 8,749 feet elevation (2,666 m), and Big Bend with the Chisos mountains and canyons of the Rio Grande.
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Central Texas was originally settled by Germans and Czech immi​grants and is perhaps the least Texas-like area of the state. Austin (population 550,000), the capital of Texas, is one of the fastest growing cities in the country. It is famous for the state capitol building, which was completed in 1888 using native stones of pink granite and lime​stone; the University of Texas at Austin, with 50,000 students; and the number of high tech industries that have moved to the area recent​ly, creating a Texan version of Silicon Valley. The two sprawling cities of Dallas and Fort Worth are in this part of the state. Dallas (population 1 million) is primarily an office town, with headquarters for large corporations such as American Airlines, J.C. Penney's department stores, Mary Kay cosmetics, and Texas Instruments. It is also the home of the famous Cowboys professional football team and the site of President John F. Kennedy's assassination. Fort Worth (population 500,000) is more like an Old West town. There's an old adage: Dallas is where the East ends and Fort Worth is where the West begins. Although it is primarily an oil and cat​tle town, Fort Worth features the Carter Museum of Western Art and Richardson Col​lection of Western Art. Both house fine collec​tions of paintings and sculptures by Charles M. Russell, Fredric Remington, and other western artists whose work gives the true flavor of the Old West. In fact, there are more of Russell's paintings in Fort Worth than in his home state of Montana.
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North Texas, unlike the other regions of the state, does not have a large city. The flat, treeless land is devoted to farm​ing and ranching. The weather on the wide open plains of North Texas is constantly changing. In the summer, for example, the big blue sky could suddenly turn into a tornado, a hail storm, or a dust storm. The region around Wichita Falls in North Texas reports more tornadoes than any place else in the world. Amarillo (population 200,000) is the largest city in the North Texas area and an important center of the cattle trade. More than 300,000 cattle are sold at the livestock auction every year. "The Pride of Texas on a Bun" is what The New York Times called Lone Star ham​burgers in a 1998 story. One such hamburger, found at Arnold Burgers in Amarillo, weighs three-quarters of a pound (340 g) and mea​sures almost 6 inches in diameter. They also make a burger that can feed twelve to fifteen people. Everything is bigger in Texas!
Some Facts about Texas
1.  The greatest of the ports and the largest of Texas cities is Houston.
2.  The city of Austin has the biggest state capitol building in the United States.
3.  The word Texas comes from the Indian word meaning "friends".
4.  The nickname of Texas is Lone Star State.
5.  Texas has 126 institutions of higher education: 40 colleges and uni​versities, 5 professional schools, 3 teachers colleges, 46 junior col​leges.
6.  Texas is a leader in oil, natural gas, cotton, cattle, sheep, wool, onions, and turkeys.
7.  Texas was admitted into the United States on December 29th, 1845.
8.  The wealth of Texas is drawn from the large and rich oil field dis​covered in the 1920s.

9. More land is farmed in Texas than in any other state.
10. Texas is first in beef cattle, cotton, sheep, wool, and mohair.
11. Texas is first in petroleum and natural gas, and second in salt.
12. The largest cities of Texas are Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, Fort Worth, El Paso.
13.  Exploitation of great oil deposits to the south has changed Odessa (Texas) in two decades from a small town to one of the big oil cen​ters of the United States.
14. Texas is the only state that was an independent republic, recog​nized by the United States, before annexation.
15. The largest state fair in the United States is held annually in Dallas for 16 days early in October.
16. The largest rose-growing center in the world is near Tyler.
17. The University of Texas is at Austin.

Conclusion
Its tumultuous history, geographic diversity, and proud people make Texas unique. What really is Texas? Perhaps the American writer John Steinbeck put it best in his book Travels with Charley, when he wrote, "Texas is a state of mind. Texas is an obsession. Above all, Texas is a nation in every sense of the word." 
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