THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA

  The United States is one of the greatest countries of the world, the superpower. It is a federal union of fifty states and one independent district – the District of Columbia. Forty nine states, including Alaska, make up the continental part of the USA, and one state is separated from the continental part. It is located on the group

of islands in the Pacific Ocean – the state Hawaii.

   The continental United States is situated on the North American continent. It borders only on two countries – Canada and Mexico.
   The USA is washed by two oceans: the Atlantic and the Pacific. Large sea-ports, such as New York and Boston have always player a very important role in economic and political development of the country.

   The vast territory of the United States lies in different climatic zones, so the climate of the country varies in different regions. The influence of the two oceans and of large mountain chains like the Appalachia and the Cordilleras makes the climate and the nature of the USA still more various. There are a lot of long rivers, deep lakes, wide valleys and deserts in this great country. The longest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri. The largest lakes are five Great Lakes between the USA and Canada.

   The population of the United States is about 250 million people. Most of the people live in towns and cities or their suburbs. The main cities are situated at the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. New York, the largest city of the country, is located on Manhattan Island; is it American business and financial centre and the biggest sea-port. Chicago and Detroit is the biggest industrial centre of the USA. Hollywood is a centre of the movie business. Among other large cities, Los Angeles, Dallas, San-Francisco and Boston must be mentioned but it is difficult to name all of them.
   The capital of the country is Washington with the population of about 11 million people. It stands on the Potomac River which divides Washington into two parts.
   The USA is a country with highly developed industry and agriculture. It is rich in natural recourses, such as oil, gas, coal and others. Besides, it is a beautiful land with good people, interesting history and tradition. 
CONTRACT ABOUT SALE OF ALASKA

THE CONTRACT ABOUT SALE OF PENINSULA ALASKA BY RUSSIA TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

On March, 18 (30) 1867г.

. 1. Е. Century undertakes to concede to the United States... All territory with the Supreme right on this, nowadays his majesty on the American continent, and also adjoining to it of island. The told territory consists in geographical borders, namely: east border between the Russian and British possession the line of differentiation serves in Northern America, an as such line given by the convention made between by Russia and by the Great Britain on February, 16/28, 1825...

The western border... Passes through a point in Bering strait under 65 ° and 30 ' northern breadth in its (her) crossing with a meridian separating equally spaced islands of Kruse stern... From island Casanova.., also goes as the crow flies it is boundless to the north, how long she (it) is not lost at all at ocean Ledovitom... Border... Includes in the conceded territory all Aleutian Islands laying to the east from... A meridian [193 ° the western longitude].

 2. [Transfer simultaneously with territory of the property right to all public buildings. Churches, constructed Russian government, remain the property of members of Orthodox Church].

Item 3. Inhabitants of the conceded territory can come back at the desire to Russia in three-year term, keeping the nationality. But if they prefer to remain in the conceded country they, behind exception, however, wild native tribes should be admitted (allowed) to using all rights.., given to citizens of the United States... Wild tribes will be subordinated to laws and rules, which... Can be decided by the United States in the attitude (relation) to native tribes of this territory <...>
Item 6. On the basis above-stated concessions, the united States undertake to pay... To the diplomatic representative or other е. Century. All-Russia properly to the authorized person, seven millions two hundred thousand dollars gold coins...
A FEW WORDS 
ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE USA

  The name America comes from the name of Americus Vespucci who made several voyages to the New World and gave detailed accounts of his discoveries. As there was no other name for the New World, the country was called America – that is, the land of Americus.
  The history of the United States began in July 4, 1776 when the Declaration was signed, proclaiming the independence of 13 British colonies in America from Great Britain.

  In the year 1607a group of Englishmen came to America and established by other groups of immigrants from the Old World. Till the end of the 18thcentury America was a British colony.
  In the end of the 18th century the American colonies rose against British rule and defeated the British army in the War for Independence. The league against British rolling was called “United Colonies”. Later on, the Congress resolved that the words “United Colonies” must be altered into “United States”. The 13 colonies became the first States of American. They are represented on the American flag with 13 red and white stripes. The number of stars on the flag was 13 too. With increasing of the number of states, the number of stars increased. Now there are 50 stars representing 50 American states.

AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION
  The Congress of the United States was created by Article 1 of the Constitution, adopted on September 17, 1787. It stated that all legislative power “shall be vested in a Congress of the United States”. The first Congress under the Constitution met in 1788 in New York City. Since then the Congress have been the place where the laws of the USA are made and adopted. 

  The Congress consists of two chambers: the Senate and the House of Representatives.
  The Senate is made up of 100 Senators, two from each of the 50 states. Senators are elected for the term of six years. A Senator must be at least 30 years old and must have been a citizen of the United States for at least 9 years.

  The members of the House of Representatives are elected only for two years and their number depends on the population of each state; but every state has at least one Representative in the House. A Representative must be 25 years old and must have been a citizen of the United States for at least 9 years. 
  The members of the House of Representatives are elected only for two years and their number depends on the population of each state; but every state has at least one Representative in the House. A Representative must be 25 years old and must have been a citizen of the United States for at least 7 years.
  The Congress assembles once a year. Both Congress must approve e new bill for it to become a law. 
  The executive branch consists of the President, Vise - President and the President’s Cabinet. Its function is to carry out laws and direct the national elected in a national election for a four-year term of office; they may be re-elected for a second time. Under the Constitution, any American can become President, who is a natural-born citizen, at least 35 years of age, and for at least 14 years has been a resident of the United States. On Inauguration day on the 20th of January the new President is sworn to preserve and protect the Constitution and defend American interests all over the world. 
  The President appoints the members of his Cabinet. The members of the Cabinet are the heads of the ten most important Departments; most of them are called “Secretary”: the Secretary of state, Treasury, Deface, etc. The Cabinet must assist and advise the President on any matter when the President wishes such advice.

   The judicial branch is headed by the Supreme Court which settles disputes between two or more states; besides, the Supreme Court may veto any law passed by the Congress as contradictory to the Constitution of the USA.
  The United States is a federal union, and the President is the head of the head of the Federal Government which decides international problems and deals with national matters. But every state also has its own Constitution and elected Government headed by the Governor. State governments manage their local affairs and have enough independence in financial matters. However their laws and decisions must not conflict with the Constitution of the United States.

  The US national flag - Stars and Stripes. The colors are red, white and blue. Thirteen stripes represent the first 13 states of the United States; 50 stars represent the current number of states.  
WASHINGTON, D. C.

The United States is a federal union which is made up of fifty states and one independent district – the District of Columbia. It is a piece of land which does not belong to any state, but to all the states. The District of Columbia is the territory of the national capital of the USA, Washington, with its own laws and regulations. The words “Washington” and “the District of Columbia” mean practically the same thing Washington, D.C. is situated on both banks of the Potomac River, between two states, Maryland and Virginia. This place was chosen by the first American President George Washington. The plot of a hundred square miles was bought from private owners by the state. In 1790 George Washington personal laid the corner-stone of the Congress sits. The place was called the District of Columbia in honor of the Columbus, the discoverer of America. The capital got the name of its founder.

  In the beginning of the 19th century the new capital was called “City of Streets without Houses”. Now Washington is sometimes called the heart of America. It is the place where the federal government works and where each President of the United States lives. Washington is smaller in size than the largest cities of the USA, such as New York, Chicago, Detroit and Los Angeles. The building in Washington are not very tall because no buildings must be taller than the Capitol. But in political sense Washington is the centre of the country and the most important city of the United States.
  Besides, there are a lot of places for tourists to see in Washington. One of them is the Washington Monument which is 555 feet tall (160 m); it is called “Pencil” because of its shape. There is an elevator there, which caries visitors to its 500-Foot lever observation windows. 

  The White House where the President lives also attracts tourists. Some of its rooms and grounds are open for the public.
  Other monuments of great interest are the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial.

  Arlington National Cemetery is known for the grave of John F. Kennedy and for the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

  Washington is not so old as Rome, Moscow or London, but Americans have every reason to be proud of their beautiful capital.

  PUBLIC HOLIDAYS IN THE USA

  The population of the United States is made up of different nationalities. Their predecessors came to American from many countries, and they brought their native celebrations with them. They all became Americans, but they kept many traditions of those countries they had come from. That is why the number of holiday in different states of America is different. But the most important holidays are marked throughout the United States.
  One of the greatest holidays is Independence Day. The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776, that proclaiming independence of the thirteen British colonies from Great Britain. July 4 has become the greatest holiday since. In the past this day was marked with big parades and fireworks, but now it is celebrated more quietly. Cities and towns are decorated with flags on that day, there are decorated with flags on that day, there are parades in some places, but most people just go on picnics to the countryside. 
  Another great holiday is New Year’s Day. People see the old year off and the New Year in. Most people stay up all night, even children. At midnight many people go outside and shout “Happy New Year!”. Some people set off fireworks and blow automobile horns which are heard everywhere. Everybody exchanges presents and good wishes. Offices, factories, banks and stores do not work on this day.
  Christmas is a religious holiday which symbolizes the birth houses and decorate them with toys and candies. Children wait for Santa Clays who comes to every house and brings them presents. Before going to bed, children leave their shoes to find in them what they want most of all the next morning. Some people, especially young people, like to celebrate it in good companies, in restaurants and cafes, but most people prefer to stay at home with the family on this day.
  Thanks giving Day is a kind of religious holiday too. It falls on the fourth Thursday in November. On this day people thank Cog for his goodness; besides, it marks the end of the harvest season on farms. It is a long-standing tradition to fry a large turkey for a festive meal on this day. Thanksgiving has been celebrated since the first harvest festival in America in the autumn of 1621.  
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