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Maritime Territory, or Ussuriland is one of the gems of the Russian Far East. And there is little exaggeration in this. This region is a place of untold riches. It’s untapped natural resources and enormous : its taiga forests are abundant in valuable species of wood, relict plants, a great diversity of animal life, large, brightly colored butterflies, and rare species of beetles. The region’s coastal waters are teeming with fish : herring, pink salmon, saffron cod, delta smelt, various self-fish, and crabs.
Covering an area of 165,900 sq km, Maritime Territory is not very large as compared with other territories of Russian Far East, yet it is bigger then Portugal and Greece or Hoiiand, Belgium, Denmark, and Switzerland combined.Maritime Territory includes several isles located in the Peter the Great Gulf : Russky, Reineke, Picord, Putyatin, Askold, etc. In the south the coastline is rather jagged with the wide Peter the Great Gulf forming several little bays : Posyet, Slav, Amur, Ussuri, Vostok, and America. The rest coastline from southern Cape Povorotny to the administrative border with Khabarovsk Territory is regular enough with only two bays called Olga and Vladimir.
The rugged Sikhote-Alin Mountains run northeast-southwest, parallel the coast with average elevations up to 600m-700m, with the highest peak, Mount Oblachnaya (“sky-scraping”) of 1,855m. The chief river is the northward-flowing Ussuri ( a branch of the Amur). Lake Khanka, the laggest lake of the Russian Far East shared with neighboring China, is 897km long, the area of its basin is 193,000 sq km, while the area of its water table is 4,190 sq km, including 3,030 sq km on the Russian side of the border.
There are more then 2,000 small rivers in Maritime Territory. Its mountain rivers have enormous untapped hydroelectric potential. By some estimates, the Ussuri alone has hydroelectric potential of about 1 million kW. In the past few years, Maritime Territory has been sliding into the energy crisis and to improve the situation there have been proposed and discussed lots of projects to develop this untapped natural potential.

Maritime Territory is a mountainous country : ridges, highlands, and plateaus take up more then three-quarters of the territory, while plains are found only in hollows between mountains and along the rivers and seacosts.The Sikhote-Alin Range divides the Ussuri-land into two ecological zones, each shaped by Asian monsoon winds blowing atternately from Siberia (October to May) and the sea of Japan (June to September). The eastern, maritime slopes of the Sikhote-Alin are favored with warmer winters than the western (continental) slopes. Climatic differentiations occur among the hills of Vladivostok, wich like San Francisco has its own microclimates. Fog may shroud the Golden Horn, the city’s main habor, when Amur Bay beaches across town are bathed in sunshine.
The best holiday season is early fall. August is the warmest month of the year. True, sometimes this harmony is spoiled typhoons. The yearly precipitation is 600 to 900 millimetres.

Most of the area of Maritime Territory is covered by Ussuri taiga forests. The Ussuri taiga has patches of habitat that are colonized by the Amur of Ussuri tiger dubbed “master of the taiga”. The Ussuri taiga alsosustains Manchurian, Japanese, and musk deer, common goral, brown and Asiatic black bears, wild boar, lynx, Indian marten, and Amur leopard, a very rare animal of the cat family. Besides, there are many bur-bearing animals, such as wolverine, sable, Siberian chimpmunk, and gray-sided vole.
[image: image10.jpg]



The Primorsky Krai has 34 adminisrative and territorial units. There are 10 towns, two closed-type administrative and territotial units and 25 rayons, 47 settlements of the town type, 617 rural settlements.
There are the biggest towns :
VLADIVOSTOK.

· Vladivostok is the administrative center of Primorye. It is Russia’s larger port. Here the cargo flows of the Trans-Siberian Railway get exit to any destination on the planet. By the way the distance to Seoul is the same as to Khabarovsk, to Tokyo is a little more and even to San Francisco it is closer than to Moscow. 636 thousand people live here. The city is located on southern end of the Muravyov-Amursky peninsular on the bank of Amur and Ussuriysky Bays and Golden Horn Bay. Vladivostok today consists of five rayons : Leninsky, Pervomaisky, Pervorechensky, Sovetsky and Frunzensky. It is a large industrial center of Russia where over a half of all Primorye companies are located. Vladivostok concentrates all the research potential of the region. Here sits the Presidium of the Far Eastern Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences and its subdivisions, production and supplies facilities and a larger part of institutes (include Far East institute) , other higher educational institutions, branch research institutions and academies.
NAKHODKA.
· Until recently Nakhodka performed the function of the gate for the whole of Primorye as it was the only city opened for visits of foreigners. Here many friendly, professional contacts of the Primorye citizens with their Japanese, American, Australian counterparts started. It is the second largest port of Russia in the Far East. The population of Nakhodka is 187.1 thousand people. Seamen, fishermen, and ship repair wokers live here. Nakhodka now can boast four port terminals, the commercial one, the fishing one, the oil-handling terminal and the larger in Russia Port of Vostochny. A timber terminal is under construction. The Nakhodka ports take up to 40 % of the country’s export and import cargoes. The favorable climatic conditions, the proximity to the ocean and the famous Ussuri taiga with its unique flora and fauna add to the attractiveness of Nakhodka for recreation, tourism, and health services.
USSURIYSK.
· Ussuriysk is considered to rank third in the krai among towns. Here is formed the corresponding economic, research and experimental potential.
The city is conveniently located in the valley of the Razdolnaya river on the banks of the Rakovka and the Komarovka rivers, and is from all sides surrounded by rich crop lands. It was founded in 1866 by the Astrakhanskaya gubernia newcomers and named as the village of Nikolskoye.Russia is connected by rail with China and Korea via Ussuriysk. Here one finds the locomotive depot, the rail car and the rail refrigerator ones. From the former railway repair shop a plant for repair of steam and electric engines emerged.186.2 thousand people live in Ussuriysk.  
Dalnegorsk, Arseniev, Dalnerechensk, Lesozavodsk, the Olga setlement, Pozharsky, Spassky, Kavalerovsky, Partizansky Rayons – smaller setlements and rayons of the Primorsky Krai.

   The own town of the Academy was built in Vladivostok. The architects tired hard to have it fit the surrounding landscape on the Amursky Bay shore.
The Far Eastern Branch of Russian Academy of Sciences studies geological and geophysical regularities of the evolution and the specifics of the translation zone between the continent and the ocean, they develop foundations for technologies of complex mineral raw processing, they solve issues connected with automation of various processes and create expert systems, they evaluate the seismic and volcanic danger, provide natural disaster forecasting.
The biodiversity, the evolution and ecology of the plant and animal world, molecular organization of marine biological systems, mplecular immunology and biotechnoligy, oceanology and oceanography, solar physics and cryology – this is the object of the Far Eastern research.
· Far Eastern National University.
Its history is connected with Oriental institute opened in October 1899. Using its facilities in 1920 after the decision of the Primorye executive officials (zemskaya uprava) National Far Eastern University opened.

FENU today remains the leading higher institution in the region that gives classical academic training. The University includes 21 institutes, 41 faculties (departments) uniting 127 chairs manned by over 900 teachers among whom 119 are doctors of science and professors, about 500 candidates of science and assistant professors, and over 30 thousand students, 400 post-graduate students are trained here in 68 professions.
Vladimir Ivanovitch Kurilov is director of FENU from 1990.

· Far Eastern National Technical University.
Far Eastern National Technical University is one the most popular and prestigious higher institutions in the Far East. It also started from Oriental Institute and in 1999 marked its centenary. Highly-qualified specialists in 102 professions of technology, science, social and economic science and art are trained here.
The University comprises 16 institutes and 12 branches with over 20 thousand students, employs about 800 teachers including 145 professors and Doctor of science, and over 400 Candidates of science and assistant professors.
FENTU among the first in the Far East has gone into the multi-level education system and trains masters and specialists. Such university institutions as the Russian-British education center, Pacific center for retraining of the military, institute of retraining and raising qualification give the students opportunity to change the professional orientation. The University is steadily working at international research and technical cooperation projects under direct contracts with its foreign partners. The University can boast well-known in Russia and abroad research schools. An important position in the activities of the chairs is taken with contractual research work.

The following krai institutions also deal in educating specialists :

· Vladivostok State medical institute.
· Far Eastern State Technical Fisheries University.

· Far Eastern University of economics and services.

· Far Eastern Academy of economics and management.

· Far Eastern Arts institute.

· Vladivostok branch of Russian Academy of customs.

· Vladivostok branch of Russian Academy of State Service.

· Far Eastern School of Management.

· International Business Academy.


In genereal the fundamental and applied research in the FEB RAS institutes is carried out in over 300 projects. The major part of the work is done in close contact with the Asia-Pacific region scientists, uder internetional projects and programs.

Biology and Soil institute discovered a way to obtain trans-gene ginseng. Its stamen got patented. The Pacific Institute of Biorganic Chemistry, a recognized world center in marine biotechnologies created unique medical drugs, the cardiological protectors and hepatic protectors, medecines for ophthalmology, for treatment of larger burns, powerful immune modulators and simulators. 
THE FAR EASTERN INSTITUTE

The larger part of medical drugs were tested and got certified for their use in treatment.

In chemistry institute a set of unique technologies was drafted for complex processing of minerals, for protection of metal structures from corrosion and biological damage in sea water, for purification of dangerous industrial wastes.
   Institute for Automation and Management Processes works at obtaining high-tech materials for electronics. It registered discoveries in applied mathematics, mechanics, geology, oceanology, other sciences.

Institute of History, Archeology and Ethnography of the Peoples of the Far East has recently finished the ten-year stage in studies of ethnic history of North-East Asia.
The Branch today numbers 7,400 people out of whom 2,354 are research workers, 37 are RAS members, 296 are Doctors of Science and 1,136 Candidates of Science.

The  region  is  located  in  forest – steppe  zone. Its  flora  is  formed  by meadows  and  woods.

The   Woodland Of The District Of Primorsky Krai
	
	Area of the whole district

( thousands of square km.)
	Area of woodland
	Wooded district %

	Primorsky Krai
	 165,900
	130,000
	25,2


	The timber sector

	Harvesting
	                                                         63%



	Timber Processing
	                                                         43%



	Pulpmaking
	14%

	Forest Regeneration and Protection


	9%

	Non-timber forest products
	5,4%


Water.

    The  volume  of  used  water  in  2006  has  formed  about 240,07 mln. of  cubic  meters.  127,9%  of water is used   for  energy,  56,5%  is  used  on  fuel  industry,  47,5% - on  necessities  of  the housing – public  facilities,  13,76% - on  necessities  of  the  agriculture.

Using Of  Water
(million of cubic meters  )
	All about of the district of Primorye
	every
	drinkable
	industrial
	agriculture
	other

	
	23,52
	19,41
	34.25
	0,98
	15,23



The rich biodiversity of the Primorsky krai turned it into the Russian Far East center and an integral ecological part of the planet. That is why the Far Eastern ecological region is listed among the global priorities in practically all international projects. Primorye stands prominent in those global programs called to stop the increasing degradation of the planet’s natural enviroment for achieving the harmony between man and nature through the conversation of the genetic, species and ecosystem biodiversity, through the sustainable nature use, through the education in maximum lowering of pollution rates, against the unsustainable nature and energy use.
· LAZOVSKY STATE NATURE ZAPOVEDNIC.
LAZOVSKY STATE NATURE ZAPOVEDNIK was organized on the area between the Kievka and the Chernaya rivers. It includes the south-eastern slopes of Sikhote-Alin and the two small islands of Petrov and Beltzov. Petrov island has a unique yew-tree forest. Its rocky shores are home to seals, and in spring one can see whales swimming close. On the eastern part of the island bird bazaars are located where seagulls, cormorants and swift nestle.
· FAR EASTERN MARINE ZAPOVEDNIC.
FAR EASTERN MARINE ZAPOVEDNIC is the only one in Russia created in 1978 in Peter the Great Bay of the Sea of Japan, the richest area in the variety of marine species. The reserve covers an area of 63 thousand hestares which is 10 % of the bay, the area around the Rimsky-Korsakov archipelag. The administrative center is in Popov island.

The rich biodiversity of the wild life is presented by two thousand species, 278 among them are fish, 300 bird and 20 mammal species. The western part of the reserve is used for farming scallops.
One can meet shark, tuna fish, large seals and at times during their migration season otters and earned seals (sea lions) are registred here.

· ZAKAZNIKS.
State nature zakazniks are territories or water areas (aquatories) especially important for coservation of the ecological system. At present there are 12 zakazniks in Primorye on the total area of 298.7 thousand ha(1.8% of the krai territory.

BARSOVY state zoological zakaznik is located in the Khasanky rayon. The main protected species is  the Far Eastern panther. Many birds nestle in the area. All hunting is prohibited on the zakaznik territory.
POLTAVSKY state zoological zakaznik is located on the area of two rayons, the Pogranichny and the Oktyabrsky one. The goal of the zakaznik is to protect the hunted animals and increase the nutrient yield of the territory.

CHERNYE SKALY is located in the Dalnegorsky rayon stretching along the Sea of Japan shore. The goal of the zakaznik is to protect the populations of mountain goat, sika (spotted) deer and other animal world species and their habitat and increase the quality of the feeding environment through improvement of the forest species composition.


BEREZOVY state zoological zakaznik was registered in 1963 in the Chuguevsky rayon. Its goal to protect the hunted animals, rare plants and animals, as well as their habitat. Tiger, Himalayan beer, musk deer are found here, the population of reindeer is rather high.    

The   Dynamic  Of The Number Of Wild Animals.

	Species
	     2001
	       2002
	      2003
	      2004

	fox
	265
	231
	269
	271

	wolf
	5
	7
	5
	7

	elk
	61
	69
	72
	84

	stoat
	46
	19
	21
	23

	Water fowl
	1675
	0
	0
	-

	beaver
	0
	0
	24
	27

	badger
	363
	0
	367
	371

	White hare
	452
	433
	637
	639

	Grey hare
	1398
	1032
	1062
	1071

	raccoon
	14
	26
	28
	29

	mosques
	2670
	0
	2850
	2900

	lynx
	10
	12
	23
	25

	polecat
	158
	139
	167
	171

	Heath-cock
	2181
	2219
	1918
	1921

	Wild bear
	36
	52
	48
	52


NATIONAL PARKS.
This notion was foreign until recently and associated with the Yellowstone National park in the USA primarily thanks to Vassily Peskov. The national park is the same zapovednik but the major difference is that visitors are allowed in the national park.
Quite recently a decision was taken on organizing the national park called “Udege Legends” in Primorye. Great assistance was rendered by the international organizations – the World Wild Life Fund and Greenpeace. It is the first national park in the Russian Far East.
THE PRIMORSKY KRAI BELONGS TO RUSSIA BY LAW, TO THE ENTIRE ASIA PACIFIC REGION AFTER ITS GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, WHILE ITS IMPACT MAKES IT A HUB FOR THE WHOLE PLANET.

[image: image1.png]



