                                            FLAGS   AND   SAINTS   OF   THE   UK

         Different countries have different symbols or emblems which are important to their people. These symbols make people feel proud of their country. They are used to represent the country, give information about its people, their way of life, customs and traditions. So many countries, so many symbols.
        My project is devoted to flags and saints of the UK.                                                                   [image: image1.png]



        The British flag, known as the Union Flag or the Union Jack, is made up of three flags. 
The upright (прямой) red cross is the Saint George’s cross, the white diagonal cross is the Saint Andrew’s cross and the red diagonal cross is the Saint Patrick’s cross. They represent England, Scotland and Ireland. Wales is not represented in the Union Flag: the Welsh have their own flag. 
       «Union» in the name of the flag means the Union of England and Scotland under one king. This happened in 1603, when after the death of Queen Elizabeth, James VI of Scotland, the son of Mary Queen of Scots, succeeded to the English throne and became James I, King of England and Scotland. In 1606 the national flags of England and Scotland became one in commemoration of this event. The flag was officially called «The Flag of Royal Colours» but later began to be called «Union Jack». 
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 This is the first Union Jack.
         The cross of Saint Patrick was added in 1801 when Ireland was included in the United Kingdom. Union Jacks are waved or flown on patriotic occasions.
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        The Saint George’s cross is the English flag. It is made up of an upright red cross on the white background. Saint George is the patron saint of England. Patron saint of England was adopted by Edward III in the 14th century. Saint George is believed to have been born in the 3d century and martyred at Lydda in Palestine. He was a soldier famous for saving the Princess Cleolinda from being eaten by a dragon. It is believed that the execution took place on the 23d of April, 303 and this date was made the feast day of St. George.
         Saint George is also the patron saint of Germany, Portugal and Greece. Since the 14th century Saint George the Victorious (Святой великомученик и Победоносец Георгий) has been the patron of Moscow and all Russia. He is considered to be the emblem of military victories. 
         Saint George’s Day is celebrated on the 23d of April. It is England’s national day. On this day some patriotic Englishmen wear a rose pinned to their jackets.
         By the way Britain’s highest civilian award for courage is George Cross.  
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        The Saint Andrew’s cross is the Scottish flag. It is made up of a diagonal white cross on the blue background. Saint Andrew, a fisherman, was one of the 12 apostles who followed Jesus Christ. It is believed that St. Andrew was crucified on the diagonal cross. Tradition has it (по преданию) that Saint Andrew’s remains were transferred to Scotland, probably, in the 8th century, and since that time Saint Andrew has been the patron saint of that country. 
        By the way St. Andrew’s flag is the official flag of the Russian navy. It was introduced by Peter the Great in the 17th century. It is made up of a diagonal blue cross on the white background.   
        Saint Andrew’s Day is celebrated on the 30th of November. On this day some Scotsmen wear a thistle in the buttonhole. Saint Andrew is the patron saint of both Scotland and Russia (Андрей Первозванный).
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        The Saint Patrick’s Cross is the former flag of Ireland. It is made up of a red diagonal cross on the white background. Saint Patrick is the patron  saint of Ireland. He was born, probably, in the end of the 4th century. His work was a vital factor in the spread of Christianity. He is supposed to have got rid of all the snakes in Ireland. His symbols are snakes and shamrocks. Shamrock was used by St. Patrick to illustrate the doctrine of Trinity. It is adopted as the national emblem of Ireland. The symbol of Northern Ireland is a red hand on the background of a shamrock. 

         Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated on the 17th of March. On this day all Irishmen and their friends wear а shamrock in their button holes or on their hats.
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 The Welsh flag shows a red dragon on the white and green background. Saint David, the patron saint of Wales, lived in the 6th century. David is the nearest English equivalent to the saint’s Welsh name Dewi. He was a Christian abbot and bishop and founded 12 monasteries in the country.  He was nicknamed «Aquaticus» («the Waterman») after his habit of drinking only water. He is considered to have lived for several years on bread and wild leeks. Saint David’s symbol is a dove. Paintings of Saint David normally show him with a dove on his shoulder. His relics are now in Saint David’s Cathedral in Wales.
        Saint David’s Day is celebrated on the 1st of March. On this day many Welshmen wear either a daffodil or a leek pinned to their jackets.
        I suppose the British are proud of their symbols.

СПИСОК  ЛИТЕРАТУРЫ
1. Michael Vaughan-Rees. In Britain. – London: Chancerel Издательство «Титул» 1995.
2. Томахин Г.Д. Страны Соединённого Королевства. Лингвострановедческий справочник.   

    – М.: Просвещение, 1999.

3. Линдер Э.Р., Маслова Л.К., Цыба Р.И. Знаете ли вы? – Киев: Советская школа, 1986. 

4. Кузовлев В. П. Английский язык. Учебник для 8 класса. – М.: Просвещение, 2006.

