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Introduction
 Some parents choose private schools for their children. They are very expensive but considered to provide a better education and good job opportunities.

  Seven per cent of British schoolchildren go to private schools called independent schools. There are 2.400 independent schools and they have been growing in number and popularity since the mid-1980`s.

   Parents pay for these schools, and fees vary from about 250 pounds a term for a private nursery to 3.000 pounds a term or more for secondary boarding schools. Most independent schools are called preparatory schools because they prepare the children for the Common Entrance Exam which they take at the age of 11. This exam is for entry into the best schools.

   The most famous schools are called “public schools” and they have a long history and traditions. It is often necessary to put your children name on a waiting list at birth to be sure he or she gets a place. Children of wealthy or aristocratic families often go to the same public school as their parents and their grandparents. Eton is the best known of these schools. 

   The majority of independent secondary schools, including public schools, are single-sex, although in recent years girls have been allowed to join the sixth forms of boys` schools. Independent schools also include religious schools (Jewish, Catholic, Muslim etc.) and schools for ethnic   minorities.

I propose that the private school is very important, because it can help to enter the university, to choose future profession and has special study of some subjects.

The fee is varying according the entrance exams, method of teaching, profile, teaching staff etc.

Pupils have a chance to get more useful information and knowledge.
1.1. Different Sectors in Educational System
The State Sector
Schools in the state sector are financed by the government and administered through local education authorities, although many schools now manage their own finances and are known as Grant Maintained Schools. No financial contribution to a child's education is required of parents. Broadly speaking, secondary education (from age 11 onwards) is comprehensive i.e. schools accept children of all academic levels, and are, in the main, co-educational. However there are still some grammar schools which select only the more academically gifted children on the basis of an examination and these tend to be single sex schools. All schools in the state sector are day schools.

The Private Sector
Schools in the private sector are known as independent or public schools. They rely for finance solely on fees charged to parents. The majority are day schools. Children live at school during term time, only returning home at half term and during the main holidays (Christmas, Easter and Summer). However children may also spend one or two weekends per term at home (or, in the case of children from overseas, with guardian families) - these weekend breaks are called exits. Most schools have fixed dates for exits, although some will allow children parents to choose their own exit weekends.

As children live at school, there is a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and activities, such as astronomy, chess, computers, debating, public speaking, photography. Music and drama play a large part of school life outside the classroom - children are encouraged to learn to play a musical instrument or join a choir. Sport is also very much to the fore and nowadays the traditional games such as football, rugby, cricket, tennis, netball and hockey are complemented by activities such as aerobics, canoeing, horse-riding, rock-climbing, squash and swimming.

All schools chosen by Intense Educational have strong EFL (English as a Foreign Language) departments to assist children from overseas with extra English for the first term or as required.
1.2. Private School Fees
"UK Private School fees vary widely"
A first-class education is one of the most valuable gifts that parents or grandparents can give to children.

Wherever you choose to do so in the private sector, it is also one of the biggest financial commitments a family can make. Costs are substantial, have tended to rise faster than other forms of inflation in the past, and are likely to continue doing so in future.

For example, if you take fairly typical boys' preparatory school fees of £2,400 a term and assume inflation of 6 per cent per annum, then the total cost over 16 years of sending one boy to prep and senior school, followed by university, is almost £300,000 (or £297,500 to be precise).

Since the abolition of student grants, funding education has become an issue for everyone who hopes their children or grandchildren will attend university. Indeed, those with children in private sector schools sometimes wryly remark that one of the advantages of paying fees is that it prepares you for the cost of university. The average graduate now begins working life with £12,500 of debts - and the average graduate salary is just £14,000 before tax.

The good news is that inflation over the years of education plays a major part in creating that daunting total of about £300,000 to fund prep and senior school, followed by university. So the cost in today's money would be substantially lower. This raises the important point that by planning to fund education and implementing a savings strategy now, time will be on your side, instead of working against you. In other words, investment growth may match or exceed inflation over the period and help you meet costs as they arise.

Fortunately, various tax relieves remain available which can help families fund private school fees. While it is never too late to benefit from some of them, the sooner you start to plan how you are going to pay for this commitment which may, depending on the age of your child or children, stretch out over a decade and a half or more - the greater your choice will be about how you do so.

 Pre-Prep (age 2-7)
£700 to £1200
Junior/Prep (age 7-13)
£1400 to £2500 (Day)
£2700 to £4000 (Boarding)
Senior (age 11/13-18)
£1700 to £3000 Girls' day
£3100 to £5600 Girls' boarding
£1700 to £3500 Boys' day
£3200 to £5600 Boys' boarding
Extras can add considerably to the bill (perhaps another 10%), depending largely on activities in which your child chooses to take part (such as instrumental tuition, School trips), find out what you may have to pay for books, entries for public examinations, stationery, medical supplies. Uniforms can be a substantial cost. Many Private schools have their own second-hand shops selling uniforms and other clothing which save you money.
Many fee paying schools offer scholarships to attract bright or talented pupils to the Private School. They are usually awarded after a competitive examination, for academic, musical or artistic merit. Scholarships vary in value but rarely cover the whole fees.
Many Private schools also have bursaries - grants from the Private School - to help you pay the fees. These are often awarded after a 'means test' of family income.
Some Private schools offer grants to children of clergy, teachers and those in the armed forces. Others give help to children of former pupils, single parent families and orphans or concessions for brothers and sisters. You should contact Private schools to find out the details and how much awards are worth.
1.3. Advice on choosing a Private School

The information you get on Private schools from this site is only the start. Once you have identified a Private School or Private schools which interest you, you should contact them for a prospectus. It is always best to you a consultancy service as well as your own search methods. There are many of these, the best of which are actually a free service. Emetis Independent School Search is a good one.
The most important way you will find out about Private schools, however, is by visiting them. Most Private schools have open days for prospective parents, but try also to make an appointment to visit on a normal working day.
 Amongst the important things you should look out for are:
· The pupils: How do they look and behave? Do you have a chance to speak to them yourself?
· The head: How does the head deal with your questions? Does he or she show an interest in YOUR child?
· The staff: How well are they qualified? Is there reasonable staff stability?
· Pastoral care: Do the arrangements for looking after your child's personal needs satisfy you?
· Discipline: Is discipline stricter or more relaxed than you would expect?
· Curriculum: Is it broad and balanced? Will your child have an adequate range of options?
· Exam results? Don't be tempted to go just for Private schools which are high in the "league tables".
Exam performance reflects Private schools' academic policies and a high-flying Private School might not suit your child's needs. Many Private schools admit pupils with a wide range of abilities.
If you are expecting more individual attention for your child, make sure the classes are small. Private schools vary: in most prep Private schools, classes will be between 15-20, but in some senior day Private schools they may be as big as 30.
Researching part
I have prepared the following questions to my respondents:

1. Choosing the private school you’ll pay attention to.
1. Discipline.
2. Curriculum.
3. Entrance exams.
4. It’s all the same for me.
2. What do you prefer?
1. Profile form.
2. Non-profile form.
3. It’s all the same for me.

4. I have never thought about it.

3. What especially attracts you in private schools?
1. The profile.
2. I have never thought about it.
3. Teachers staff.
4. Methods of teaching.
4. On the base of dividing students into profile the main principles must be testing

1. Yes.
2. No, the students should choose the profile himself.
3. I don’t know.
5. Do you agree to study for a hairdresser, a cooker, or for a driver on senior classes.

1. Yes, I’d love to.

2. No, I don’t like this idea.

3. I don’t know.

4. I have never thought.

6. Do you like your child to study at private school?
1. Yes.
2. No.
3. I have never thought about it.
7. If the education in private school will not be free would you send you child to a private school?
1. Yes, the fee is not the great importance.

2. It’s depends on the fee.

3. No, I can’t allow it.

4. I have never thought.

8. You have found a prestigious school and want to send there your child. First of all you’ll pay attention to:

1. Teachers qualification.

2. Teachers staff.

3. The principle.
4. I haven’t thought.
1. Choosing the private school you’ll pay attention to:
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31% answered they will pay attention on the discipline, 28% - on the curriculum, 27% - on the entrance exams, 14% - answered it’s all the same for me.
2. What do you prefer?
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41% prefer profile form, 25%-non-profile form, 34%-answered it’s all the same for me, 0%-answered I have never thought about it.

3. What especially attracts you in private schools?


[image: image3.emf]Сектор 1

34%

8%

32%

26%


34% -the profile, 8% - I have never thought about it, 32% - teaching staff, 26 % - methods of teaching.
4. On the base of dividing students into profiles must be testing:
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49% -yes, it defines exactly the ability of students, 38% - No, the student should choose the profile himself, 13%- I don’t know.
5. Do you agree to study for a hairdresser, a cook, or for a driver on senior classes?
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45%-Yes, I’d like to, 27%-No, I don’t like this idea, 18%-I don’t know, 10%-I have never thought.

6. Do you like you child to study at private school?
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72%-yes, 12%-no, 16%- I have never thought about it.

7. If the education in private school will not be free, would you send you child to private school?
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60%-yes, the fee is not great importance, 12%-it depends on the fee, 28%- No, I can’t allow it, 0%- I have never thought.
8. You have found a prestigious school and want to set your child. You’ll pay attention on:
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33%-of teacher qualification, 38%- teachers-staff, 7%-principle, 22%-I haven’t thought.

Conclusion
1. All the parents are for private schools all depends on fees, largely on activities in which the child chooses to take part (such as instrumental tuition, School trips).
2. Many fee paying schools offer scholarships to attract bright or talented pupils to the Private School. They are usually awarded after a competitive examination.
3. Private schools will help the students enter the university and pass the State Exams.
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