Welcome to Kolomna. It has over 8 centuries old history. One can hardly find a town in Russia with such interesting destiny as Kolomna’s. It is a small quiet town, but during the reign of Prince Vasily in the XVth century it became Russian capital for some time. Before the revolution Kolomna was known for its pastila. Before the Second World War it was known for its gramophone and after the War for its first tram.
Now it is hard to imagine our town without a tram. The tram is not only the main means of transport, but it’s the history of our region.

The first Russian tram was made in Kolomna at the local engineering factory, established by military engineers brothers Struwe. It was made specially for Kiev in 1892. Kolomna’s trams were running in many cities in Russia. But the citizens of Kolomna could see their first tram only in 1948. Then the tram-office had only 14 trams, and they were running from Local Lore Museum to the training centre. We are going to follow this route to make acquaintance with our town.
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Now we’re in the old part of Kolomna, in its suburb. It is the former Yamskaya settlement. These are the streets Granatnaya (former Granovitaya), Ivanovskaya, 3rd International (former Kashirskaya) Street, Grazhdanskaya (former Popovskaya).
On the right you can see the part of Kolomna’s Kremlin, two of its towers: Marinkina tower (the Kolomna tower) and Granovitaya tower.
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Last year Kolomna’s Kremlin celebrated its 425 anniversary. According to the legend Marina Mnishek, the wife of the false Demetrius I, was prisoned there. This tower was named Marinkina. In September in 1932 the first Local Lore Museum was opened in Marinkina tower. Then in 1936 the museum was replaced in the building of the Church of Archangel Michael, which you can see on the right. It is one of the largest of suburban churches, it rose in the 1760s. In 1833 it was rebuilt in the Empire style on academician Shestakov’s design. Now General Kolchinsky’s County Estate in Lazhechnikov Street houses it. And now the church of Archangel Michael fulfils a valuable social function.
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The tram-stop “Local Lore Museum” used to be named so early. It was renamed, after The Artificial Icy Track was built in 1965. In 2006 it was reconstructed, and now you can see The Skating Centre of Moscow region in its place. Skating is a very popular sport in Kolomna. Kolomna has given the world skating champions Valerij Muratov (1972; 1976), Ekaterina Lobjsheva (2006), Vladimir Dorofejkin (2006) to the country.
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The first tram-track was put along Grazhdanskaya (former Popovskaya) Street. But before we begin our trip, I want to pay your attention to this unremarkable building on the left. It used to be the Chapel of St. John the Warrior. It was built in the first half of IXXth century. Only the rectangular foundation, incorporated in a later building, is extant. And near it there is Municipal Reception Offices. It was constructed at the turn of the XVIIIth and the IXXth centuries in the early Empire style, the house bears a pronounced baroque influence. Only the District financial office stayed on the premises toward the end of the century.
We begin to move along Grazhdanskaya (former Popovskaya) Street. Along the street there are two-storey merchant houses of plastered brick, built in the IXXth century. They’re the works of local masters.
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Rich trade differed Kolomna from other towns of Moscow region in a number of good brick buildings. A typical construction is Shaposhnikov estate (Grazhdanskaya, 106). It appeared in [image: image7.jpg]


the first part of the IXXth century. It consists of two-storey main house of plastered brick, and a summer house in the garden. An outhouse rose somewhat later, and was rebuilt for a malt factory, established here in 1850. Not far from it you can see Vasilyeva’s house (Grazhdanskaya, 102). This one-storey stone house with an attic was built on standard design in the first half of the IXXth century. Well-to-do farmer Vasilyeva was its latest owner. Farther there is Zimin estate (98-100, Grazhdanskaya). The two-storey brick main building has pilasters, on which the attic rests, in the outstanding centre of the street façade. The two-storey timber outhouse appeared in the courtyard at the start of the XXth century.
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Now we’re crossing Ivanovskaya Street, and on the corner on the right Zalivskaya house (13, Ivanovskaya Street) is situated. This two-storey house from the mid-IXXth century had a mezzanine, later rebuilt into a second floor. The Ivanovskaya Street façade has an elaborate cast-iron balcony with a frame for an awning above.
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We’re coming to the tram stop of 3rd International (former Kashirskaya) Street. And on the left in a distance you can see Lazhechnikov estate (192-194 A, October Revolution Street). It consists of a main house and an outbuilding constructed in the mid-XVIIIth century. Famous historical novelist Ivan Lazhechnikov spent his childhood and adolescence here. He wrote a lot of novels, among them there is “Icy house”.
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We’re leaving the tram-stop 3rd International, and on the corner of the street one more merchant house is located. It is one of the typical buildings of the IXXth century. It is one-storey building with mezzanine in the early Empire style. On the windows you can see modeling jambs and lintel.
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We’re passing the place, where there used to be a town summer garden with an open-air cinema, where the movies were shown. It was the favorite place of rest for the citizens of all ages, and on the left corner you can see the typical merchant house. This one-storey house of plastered brick on a white limestone foundation was built in the first half of the IXXth century. It has windows framed in stucco. The house is fine Empire sample.

Now we’re in Komsomolskaya (former Starokirbatakaya) Street. On the 25th of May in 1525 the stone Kremlin in Kolomna began to be built. Near the town the builders extracted the brick earth of high quality, then they fired bricks in the special kilns and dried them in sheds. Many years in Kolomna there was Starokirbatskaya Street which reminded those old times.
Earlier there were no high-rise buildings here. Kolomna was like an extended village of one-storey wooden houses and two-storey houses, where the ground floor was made of brick, and the first floor was wooden. They had lace curtains and geraniums in the windows.
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Our tram sets to run. Modern buildings appear more and more often among the old ones. On our way we can see Calculated Centre, appeared in 2005, and on the right there are modern high-rise buildings. And here is the tram-stop Pionerskaya (former Repinskaya). There are a lot of modern constructions: the McDonald’s, the trade-centre “Globus” and the hotel “Kolomna”, “The House of Trade” is a little farther. It is the modern part of Kolomna. On the right you can see the garden and linden alley. At the end of it there is the bronze bust of Admiral Gorshkov. It was installed here in 1984. Admiral Gorshkov, renowned naval commander, twice awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union, spent his childhood and adolescence in Kolomna. The sculptor is L. Kerbel, the architect is A. Polyansky.
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We continue to watch modern Kolomna. You can see the cinema “Horizont” on the right and the building of local authorities on the left.
And now look at this three-storey building, it is the former settlement named after Levshin. Vasily Levshin was a metal-worker at the brothers Struwe Plant. He joined the Communist Party in 1905, and in 1908 he became the leader of Kolomna Regional Communist Party Committee.
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Sovetskaya Square is in front of us. Look on the left, it is the Memorial Park. This town cemetery was opened in 1771 near the Ryazan Gate and was closed in 1943. In 1970 it acquired the status of memorial park, dedicated to our citizens who died in the Second World War, with the Eternal Fire, burning in front of their monument (D. Raybichev, sculptor). Heroes’ Alley is lined by busts of the Heroes of the Soviet Union. There is also the bust of prominent arms designer Shavjrin and the howitzer reminding of the artillery units, formed in the town during the war. There are also a lot of other monuments to people killed in local wars, to people rehabilitated in Stalin’s repressions and the monument to Patron St. Philaret. In 1977 the Museum of Military Fame was built.
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Usually the names of tram-stops include the information of enterprise or state building situated near it. That is so with the tram-stop Central District Hospital. The oldest buildings – main and surgery – appeared in 1928-1930 as fine samples of constructivist architecture. The medical stuff of hospitals in Kolomna is filled up with the graduates of Medical School in Kolomna. There are two different professions, taught at School: a nurse and a doctor’s assistant. 
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And now on the right you can see one of oldest schools in Kolomna. It is school №9. It was opened in 1918 for workers’ children who lived in settlement Bobrovo. Now the school is named after its teacher G. M. Gorshkov. The citizens of Kolomna remember the teachers-methodists of school № 9. They are: Honoured teacher of Russian Federation G. M. Gorshkov, Z. G. Yampolskaya, A. N. Putyatin and others.
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Now look at this grey building with columns. It is the Palace of Culture. It belongs to Locomotive Building Plant’s workers. It was constructed in November in 1934. It is famous in Kolomna for its creative groups. There is no professional theatre in Kolomna. There is, however, an amateur drama studio here, which has been functioning for more than 50 years. Under the guidance of professional directors, the company has successfully performed on several occasions at Regional, Republican and all-Union festivals of amateur art.
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Now you can see the Stadium Avanguard, created in the 1930s during the Soviet Power by the members of Komsomol Organization. It is the place of sport life in our town. Football matches and other sport-competitions, different town holidays are held here. 
And if you look to the left, in the middle of the old garden there early was wooden building of the former Locomotive Building Plant’s theatre. It was pulled down in 2006. The public was against it as they wanted to leave it for new generation, but could do nothing.
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In the suburb of settlement Bobrovo there were wooden houses, which were surrounded by plenty of apple trees. There always was a rich harvest of apples in Kolomna in the IXXth century. Our town was known with so-called “kolomenskaya pastila” made of apples, plums and goose berries. This “pastila” had a great demand in Moscow and St.-Petersburg, they sent it to the Tsar and abroad. Unfortunately its recipe is lost. This was the reason why the tram-stop was named “Garden of Palace”.
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Do you see this memorial locomotive on the left? This locomotive of L make (after Chief Designer Lebedyansky) was first produced at the Kolomna Works after the Second World War. Mounted on a pedestal, it reminds the time when the town was known as the birthplace of Soviet-made locomotive

[image: image29.jpg]


If you go along Lebedyansky Street, you will come to Locomotive Building Plant. From September, 2 in 1868 began the history of the Kolomna machine-building plant of the brothers Struwe.

In 130 years the plant became to make bridges, wagons, diesel locomotives, motor-ships, trams and other production. There are some historical for the plant dates: 1892 – was built the first Russian tram for Kiev, 1907 – the first in the world river motor ship “Kolomna diesel”, 1908 – the first in the world sea oil-tanker, 1932 – the first soviet electric locomotive “Vladimir Lenin”, 1959 – the first in the USSR gas turbine locomotive.
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As you remember from the course of Russian history, 1905 was very unsuccessful for the Revolution. Most of Revolutions all over Russia were suppressed. Kolomna wasn’t the exception. On the 18th of December 27 workers were the victims of the punitive expedition. They were shot near the coal-mines and on the left of our way you can see the monument in their honour, constructed in 1978. The monument is in the middle of two stations square. It was named Revolt Square. There is the bus station on the right and the railway station “Golutvin” in front of you.
In the second part of the IXXth century two very important events had an influence on the Kolomna’s development: the railway building which connected our town with Moscow.

The train stopped not far from the village Bobrovo at the platform with a sign “Kolomna”. This not handy arrangement of the station was connected with not friendly relations between the Kolomna merchants and the railway’s builders. Only in several years the merchants understood their mistake and gave money for the building of the second station in the town. The new station was called “New Kolomna” and the first one – “Old Kolomna”. The likeness of the names was not good for passengers who didn’t know where they had to leave the train. Then the station “Old Kolomna” was recalled “Golutvin” after the name of the Monastery near it, and “New Kolomna” became “Kolomna”.
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Now let’s leave Revolt Square and move to the building of one of the most remarkable enterprise in Kolomna – Moscow Electricity Network. There was no electricity in Kolomna till 1919. Then in 1919 the town got the electricity from small electric power station of the former Andilery’s factory. In 1921 Kolomna began to get the electricity from the mighty electric power station of the Locomotive Building Plant. The enterprise of Moscow Electricity Network was built in 1930 according to the plan of electrification of Russia. It provided the south-east of Moscow region, the city of Ryazan and its region with electricity. Now it provides Luhovitcj, Zaraisk, Ozerj and Voskresensk with electricity.
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And here is the last stop of our trip. It is the former training centre which included Polytechnical Institute and Polytechnical College. Polytechnical Institute is a branch of Moscow Open University. A lot of students are taught there. High-qualified teachers work with students, half of teachers have academic degrees and academic statuses. Its graduates work as constructors, technologists of diesels and locomotives, technologists of different machines. A lot of graduates have high social status, they work as directors of plants and factories. They‘re shop-superattendance, heads of design offices, technical laboratories, teachers at Institutes and colleges.
We have followed the first route of Kolomna tram. Kolomna has changed and become more beautiful lately. Today Kolomna is one of the towns of Moscow region which is quickly developing. The famous Russian writer I. I. Lazhechnikov wrote: “Kolomna is my motherland, I’m proud of it”, because St. Patron Archbishop Philaret was born and lived here. The construction of Our Saviour Christ Cathedral is connected with his name. Philaret is considered to be St. Patron of Kolomna. Maybe it was the reason that all terrible events have been passing by Kolomna.
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