Interesting legends are connected with the Syr-Daria river.

"The Bride of the world".

There are no either alike or uninteresting cities. Each town has a fate, a character of its own, its peculiar outsight, habits and traditions.

Khodjand, one of the ancient cities of the world, has its own biography, age, character, history. Legends and myths, archeologists' discoveries gave an opportunity to open the mystery of the town's origin.

An ancient legend runs that a mighty person Kyakabus had a favourite daughter, who was very beautiful and whose name was Khodjand. That beauty was laid up with a bad illness. All sorts of doctors and wise men of that time advised to look for such a place which was famous for its curative climate and wonderful apricots capable to return youth and cure the sick.

The loving father sent his messengers to different parts of the world so that they should find that wonderful land. Many of them came back without having found that healthgiving land. One young messenger who was sent to the North returned latest. His eyes shone happily he had found that magic land. Sweet breezs blow in different ways, in the hot afternoons they bring chill from the river while in the evenings they lift chill from the mountains. Kyakabus sent his daughter with a caravan to a far-away country, and he ordered the bodyguards to take care of "the apple of his eye." Soon the beautiful girl settled on the bank of the river. On that very place a town was founded and her name was given to it.

However the rumours connect the foundation of the town with the name of a very crael conqueror Alexander the Great. He built a small fortress on the bank of a beautiful river the Tanais (a former name of the river) and called it in honour of himself Alexandria Eskhata (the Farthest). The facts from the book "A. Makedonsky's Trips" by Flaviy Arrian prove these rumours.

The discoveries of Tajik archeologists gave much additional information. Industry and talented hands of craftsmen brought the fame to the town which was admired by tradesmen and travellers passing through the town.

One of the well-known Arab geographer Al-Mukaddasi who lived two centuries ago wrote: "Khodjand is a sweet town, there is no other town able to compete with it... A river divides it into two parts. High mountains are parallel to it. Men of wisdom and poets praise it." In Farsi it is called "Dil biburda" (which means "admirable") in the poems of some travelling poets.

The poets, all those in love with it, pioneers making a track from the Mediterranean countries, India and Central Asia called it «The Bride of the World».

That track remains in the people's memory as the Great Silky Way.

Such is the history of Khodjand, one of the world's famous cities situated on the beautiful Sir-Darya river.
