“Somewhere in Siberia…”
Somewhere in Siberia
There is a lovely town

Your haven’t ever heard
A word about this ground

Among the lakes and rivers

In early twentieth century

A new railroad town

Appeared in our country…
History.

Many years ago in Altay region there were two towns called Karasuk. Then one of these towns was recalled in “Krasnoozyorskoe” and our town remained its name “Karasuk”. The name “Karasuk” is translated from Kazakh language “black water” (“kara” – black and “su” – water).

In order to continue the building of the railway in our country the tsar’s government decided to make a new station in Kulunda steppe.
At first it was a village where working people lived. Then it became larger and larger and at last in 1954 Karasuk became a town.
Today the population of our town is about 34, 5 thousand people.
In Karasuk region there are many lakes. Old people retell a legend, that one devil flew over our land and cried and sputtered. Because of his tears appeared salt lakes and because of his saliva appeared fresh lakes.
Culture. Education. Sports.  
Karasuk is a cultural centre in our region. There are five secondary schools and a musical school, a technical lyceum, a technical school and a pedagogical college. The graduates of the lyceum pass examinations to the highest schools in Novosibirsk, Omsk, Tomsk successfully. Pupils of our musical school often become laureates of different international competitions. Last year our musical band took part in the festival in Italy. 
If people in our town want to have a good time, they can visit cinemas, theatres and different clubs. Those who are fond of reading can take out modern and interesting books in our libraries.   
In Karasuk there is a local museum, where people can learn about the past and the present of our town.

Karasuk is the centre of sports and physical training. We have sports school for young people and children, a big stadium, a swimming pool “Sadko”, some hockey – grounds, and a modern sport complex “Molodost”, where young people can go in for different kinds of sports.

Industry.   
Kulunda is a region of lakes and swamps, just where our town was arisen. The  station under the name of “Karasuk” was founded in 1911 thanks to the building of the railway road. The first train appeared at the station Karasuk in 1916. The raise of the virgin soil in Kulunda steppes and in West-Siberian plain increased the volume of transports of the agricultural production. And now Karasuk is one of  the most important centres of the West-Siberian railway. Therefore two years ago a railway station was rebuilt and now it is a new modern and beautiful building. Near the station there is a nice square with an old locomotive which the front during fought at the World War II. Now it is a monument. 
There are a lot of industrial enterprises in Karasuk: a dairy factory, a depot, a meat-packing plant, an elevator, a bread-baking plant and others.
One of the first enterprises which was founded in Karasuk was bread-baking plant. Its story began in 1925 with a corn. Today the structure of  bread-baking plant consists of the mill, the elevator, the corn storehouses and the oil plant. The elevator, founded in 1926, now is equipped by modern equipment and carries out complicated technological processes. 

The dairy factory was founded in March, 1952. Assortment of the output of the factory is very different. They produce condensed milk, dry cream, butter. The butter, producing by our dairy factory, is the tastiest in Novosibirsk region.

The Karasuk meat-packing plant is one of the biggest plants in our region. It was founded in 1937. Its production is sent to different towns from Novosibirsk to Yakutiya and from Surgut to Khabarovsk.

In November 2004 a new bus-station was built near the railway station. It is a modern building with all conveniences for passengers. There is a warm waiting-room with armchairs, a service information, a booking-office and a medical station in it. 
As Karasuk is the biggest point on the border of Russia and Kazakhstan, there is a big customer post. It has celebrated its fifteenth anniversary in December this year.          
Nature. 
Nature of our region is very beautiful. There are a lot of forests, salt and fresh lakes and rivers, golden fields of wheat, rye, oats in our region.     

There is Karasuk ecology station ecology on the bank of the lake “Krotovaya Lyaga”. This is a complex for breeding wild animals and birds. It collaborates with the Novosibirsk Zoo. There are rare kinds of animals and birds, and they are  included to the Red Book of our country: a wild cat, marsh otter, Siberian polecat, golden eagle, grey crane, wood-grouse, black-grouse, hazel-grouse. Every year they breed and release a disappearing kind of partridge “dikusha” on the lake Chany. A lot of pupils, students and guests of our town visit with excursions this complex every year. 
Places of Interest.
This is a simple story about Karasuk, its origin and development, if to take no notice of the tragedy of the Civil War, of  battles for releasing Karasuk from Kolchakovtshina, and if to forget difficult years of the World War II, when our town had been turned to a war hospital. And now there are monuments to the heroes of the Civil War and the World War II. Last year a new church was built in our town. A lot of people go there on Christian holidays, when they want to christen their children, to get married, to make mentions of their relatives…. 
