                                Loch Ness Monster.        
                                                                       Even though most scientists believe 

                                                                                              the likelihood of a monster is small,

                                                                                              they keep an open mind as scientists

                                                                       should and wait for concrete proof in                                           
                                                                                              the form of skeletal evidence or the 

                                                                                              actual capture of such a creature.

                                                                                                We suggest…that those individuals

                                                                                              interested in such phenomenon…join

                                                                                              the International Society of Crypto-
                                                                                              zoology, a scientific organization that

                                                                                              critically looks at issues involving

                                                                                              unknown creatures of unexpected 

                                                                                              form and size, and subjects them to

                                                                                              technical review.

                                                                                              (under the Lyons Press,2000)

If we could find the answer to two questions relating to the Loch Ness Monster we would probably be able to solve the mystery in a short time. The questions would be what the Loch Ness Monster is and does it really exist?

 For centuries, travelers, tourists and scientists have tried to see her in the deep waters of Loch Ness. Now this key question is on everybody’s lips.

 The Loch Ness Monster (“Nessie”) is a creature living in Loch Ness, a deep freshwater lake in northern Scotland. Nessie is generally categorized as a lake monster.
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 Along with Bigfoot and Yeti Nessie is one of the best-known mysteries in    cryptozoology though most scientists and other experts find current evidence supporting Nessie unpersuasive and regard such reports as hoaxes or misidentification of mundane creatures. Carvings of this unidentified animal, made by the ancient inhabitants of the Scottish Highlands some 1,500 years ago, are the earliest evidence that Loch Ness harbors a strange aquatic creature. This resembles then stone carvings of Chupacabra.

 The first modern sighting occurred on May 2, 1933. The newspaper Inverness Courier carried a story of Mr. and Mrs. John Mackay, who reportedly saw “a strange animal plunging on the surface.” The report of the “monster” became a media sensation with London papers sending reporters to Scotland and circus, even offering a reward of 20,000 pounds for capture of the monster. Later that year, A. H. Palmer, who witnessed Nessie on August 11, 1933, at 7 a.m., described the creature as having its head, which they saw from the front, set low in the weather. Its mouth, which had a width of between twelve and eighteen inches, was opening and closing; its maximum mouth aperture was estimated to be about 6 inches.
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 Early in 1934 there was a land sighting of the beast by Arthur Grant, a young veterinary student. Grant’s description of the thing, small headed, with long tapering neck and tail with bulky body and flippers, seemed to match the appearance of the plesiosaurus. The plesiosaurus, an aquatic reptilian, have been extinct for at least 65 million years.
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 But some scientists think that whatever Nessie turns out to be, it is very unlikely that she is a plesiosaur. That marine reptile lived about 160 million years ago. Furthermore, Leslie Noe of the Sedgwick Museum in Cambridge, UK, who has studied fossils of the long-necked creature, says that “the osteology of their neck                           

makes it absolutely certain that the plesiosaur couldn’t lift its head up swan-like out of the water,” which is how Nessie has been described. Noe thinks that the plesiosaur used its long neck to feel on soft-bodied animals living on the sea floor.
  There is certainly not a single Loch Ness monster. If there truly is something strange in the lake there must be a breeding population, perhaps anywhere from a dozen to a hundred individuals. There are a few photographs which seem to show more then one of the creatures together. 

 If there really is a population of monsters in Loch Ness, what are they? Some of the evidence, like the vet student’s sighting, point to the plesiosaur. Mackal has suggested a large mammal like a manatee or a zeuglodon. Others suggest an unknown species of a long-necked seal or giant otter. Earlier, Mackal also considered it might be a giant sea slug. A few researchers suggest an over grown eel.

 Nevertheless newspapers have fairly treated Nessie as a myth. Magazines and books treated the subject fairly seriously. Moreover The Loch Ness Monster is an important figure in modern literature, television, movies and games, and people’s “common knowledge.”

 But if the monster truly exists and isn’t a hoax or a publicity stunt, it is extremely elusive. No bones or remains have ever been, found and short of draining the Loch, it seems impossible to disprove the existence of the creature. We can only wait and see if time and patience, with a little luck, solves this most mysterious riddle.    
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