Конан Дойл – великий писатель и потрясающий человек.
Conan Doyle, the great writer and tremendous man.
     Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle was born on May 22, 1859, in Edinburgh, Scotland. The Doyles were a family, who had an outstanding position in the world of Art. Charles Altamont Doyle, Arthur's father was a chronic alcoholic. At the age of twenty-two, Charles had married Mary Foley, a merry and very well educated young woman. She was seventeen years old.
     Mary Doyle had a passion for books and was a master storyteller. Her son Arthur wrote of his mother's gift of "sinking her voice to a horror-stricken whisper" when she reached the culminating point of a story. There was little money in the family and even less harmony on account of his father's excesses. Arthur's mother's beneficial influence is described in his biography.

     During those hard years, Arthur's only moments of happiness were when he wrote to his mother and also when he practiced cricket, at which he was very good. It was during these difficult years at boarding school, that Arthur realized he also had a talent for storytelling.  The young students listened to the amazing stories he would make up to amuse them.

     By 1876, graduating at the age of seventeen, Arthur Doyle, (as he was called, before adding his middle name "Conan" to his surname), was a surprisingly normal young man and he had great sense of humor. 

     Years later he wrote, "Perhaps it was good for me that the times were hard, for I was wild, full blooded and a trifle reckless. But the situation called for energy and application so that one was bound to try to meet it. My mother had been so splendid that I could not fail her." It has been said that Arthur's first task, when back from school, was to co-sign the committal papers of his father, who by then was seriously demented.

     One can get a fairly good idea of the dramatic circumstances which surrounded the confinement of his father to a lunatic asylum, in a story Arthur Conan Doyle wrote in 1880, called «The Surgeon of Gagster Fell».
     The young medical student met his teacher, Dr. Joseph Bell, who most impressed and influenced him. The good doctor was a master at observation, logic, deduction, and diagnosis. All these qualities were later to be found in the persona of the celebrated detective Sherlock Holmes.

     A couple of years into his studies, Arthur decided to try his pen at writing a short story.  The result called «The Mystery of Sasses Valley» was like the works of Edgar Alan Poe and Bret Harts, his favorite authors at the time. It was accepted in an Edinburgh magazine called «Chamber's Journal».
      Conan Doyle's second story «The American Tale» was published in London Society, making him write much later, "It was in this year that I first learned that shillings might be earned in other ways than by filling phials."

     Arthur Conan Doyle's was twenty years old and in his third year of medical studies, when he was offered the post of ship's surgeon on a boat, about to leave for the Arctic Circle. The young medical student greatly enjoyed the camaraderie on board the ship and the subsequent whale hunt fascinated him.  About this adventure he wrote in his first story about the sea «Captain of the Pole-Star».
     Without much enthusiasm, Conan Doyle returned to his studies in the autumn of 1880.  A year later, he got his "Bachelor of Medicine and Master of Surgery degree». On this occasion, he drew a humorous story with the head: "Licensed to kill."

     Dr. Arthur Conan Doyle's became a medical officer on the steamer Mayumba navigating between Liverpool and the west coast of Africa.

     During the next years, the young man divided his time between trying to be a good doctor and struggling to become a recognized author. In August of 1885, he married. Her name was Louisa Hawkins. 

     In March 1886, Conan Doyle started writing the novel which made him famous. The two main characters were called Sheridan Hope and Ormond Sacker. This novel was published in “Breton’s Christmas Annual”, under the head «A Study in Scarlet» which introduced us to   Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson.  Sherlock Holmes became popular all over the world very quickly.
     A third novel, written at that time, was a very strange and confusing tale about the afterlife of three vengeful Buddhist monks called «The Mystery of Clumber». This story illustrates the most serious schism in Conan Doyle's personality. Under one hand, he was capable of writing brilliantly about deduction and pure logic, on the other, he was obviously fascinated by and inexorably drawn to the paranormal and ultimately to spiritualism. 

     Surprisingly, at this point in time, Conan Doyle was better known as a writer in the United States of America than in England. In August of 1889, Joseph Marshall Stoddard, who published the «Lippincott's Monthly Magazine» in Philadelphia, came to London. He invited Conan Doyle for dinner in London and he also asked Oscar Wilde, who by then was already quite well known.

	      "It was indeed a golden evening for me." Conan Doyle wrote of this meeting. As a result they published in England and the US in February of 1890 the story «The Sign of Four». It was instrumental in establishing Sherlock Holmes and Arthur Conan Doyle once and for all in the annals of literature.


      In «The Final Problem», published in December 1893, Sherlock Holmes plunged to his death. But thousand readers cancelled their subscriptions to «The Strand Magazine». 
     In September of 1894 Arthur was booked to give talks in more than thirty cities. The tour was a great success. A trip during the winter of 1896 to Egypt gave birth to another of his novels: «The Tragedy of the Korosko».

     When the Boer War started, Conan Doyle declared to his horrified family that he was going to volunteer. Having written about many battles, without the opportunity to test his skills as a soldier, he felt this would be his last opportunity to do so. Without losing an instant, he volunteered as a medical doctor and sailed to Africa in February of 1900. During the few months he spent in Africa, he saw more soldiers and medical staff die of typhoid fever, than of war wounds. «The Great Boer War», a five hundred-page chronicle, published in October of 1900, was a masterpiece of military scholarship. It was not only a report of the war, but also a highly intelligent and well-informed commentary about some of the organizational shortcomings of the British forces at the time.

   When he returned to England he threw himself headfirst into politics. To his credit, he lost the election by only a narrow margin and went back to London and to being an author.

     To the delight of thousands of frustrated fans, «The Strand magazine» published the first episode of «The Hound of the Baskervilles» in August of 1901. The novel became, and is to this day, a worldwide sensation. Gossip has it, that the King was such an avid Sherlock Holmes fan, that he had put the author's name on his Honors List to encourage him to write new stories. Be that as it may, His Majesty and several hundred thousand of his subjects must have been very pleased when in 1903 «The Strand Magazine» started serializing «The Return of Sherlock Holmes».

   After his wife Louisa after her long illness died on the 4th of July 1906, Conan Doyle slipped into a debilitating state of depression which lasted many months. Playing Sherlock Holmes, he got in touch with Scotland Yard to point out a case of miscarriage of justice. It involved a young man called George Edalji who had been convicted of having slashed a number of horses and cows. Conan Doyle had observed that Edalji's eyesight was so bad, that it was proof the convict couldn't possibly have done the awful deed. Several years later, this remarkable man, who couldn't tolerate injustice, was captivated by yet another criminal cause célèbre. «The Case of Oscar Slater», which he wrote in 1912, gives a detailed summary of that affair.

At long last, after nine years of clandestine courtship, Conan Doyle and Jean Leckie got married very publicly in front of 250 guests, on September 18, 1907.

     With his two children from Louisa, they all moved to Sussex. He would spend the rest of his life living in that lovely house while keeping a small flat in London.

     During the next years, he tried his hand at a number of plays, one based on «Brigadier Gerard», the other on «The Tragedy of the Korosko». Neither of them did well. Not one to give-up, he wrote a third one about boxing, he named «The House of Temperley», which closed after three months. To make-up for his considerable financial losses, Conan Doyle set out to write a fourth play, but this time with Sherlock Holmes. At first he called it «The Stonor Case» but later reverted to calling it «The Speckled Band», which was well known and had been so successful. Happily, the play made the author a lot of money.

     After the success of «The Speckled Band», Conan Doyle chose to retire from "stage work," "Not because it doesn't interest me, but because it interests me too much," he said. The birth of his two sons, Denis in 1909 and that of Adrian in 1910, also contributed to keep the author from concentrating on fiction. A last child, their daughter Jean, was born in 1912.

     A couple of years went by before the author's next creation, the delightfully outrageous Professor Challenger, whose own wife called "a perfectly impossible person." His new hero was quite the opposite of Sherlock Holmes; nevertheless, «The Lost World» was an immediate success. It involved the Professor in a delightfully humorous adventure, with a number of other highly personable characters, stranded in a mysterious region of South America, discovering prehistoric fauna and flora.

     «The Valley of Fear», the second full length Sherlock Holmes novel, was serialized in «The Strand» magazine in early 1914. But Conan Doyle's readers were not quite satisfied, for Sherlock Holmes was absent during a great part of the novel.

     In May 1914, Sir Arthur and Lady Conan Doyle sailed for New York. They were backing home a month later, probably because for a long time, Conan Doyle had been convinced of a coming war with Germany. He had sent articles to newspapers about organizing "Military readiness," many years before World War I broke out.

     As soon as the war broke-out, Conan Doyle then fifty-five, offered to enlist again. He was denied his wish once more but set out to organize a civilian battalion of over a hundred volunteers. When the navy lost more than a thousand lives in a single day, his brilliant mind never at rest, Conan Doyle made suggestions to the War Office to provide "inflatable rubber belts," and "inflatable life boats." He also spoke of "body armor" to protect soldiers on the front. Most government officials found him irritating at best. One of the exceptions was Winston Churchill, who wrote to thank him for his ideas.

     While writing a book, which was to be called «The British Campaign in France and Flanders», the author was given permission to visit the British and French fronts in 1916. A while later, the Australian High Command invited him to observe their position on the river Somme. Witnessing the Battle of St. Quentin made Conan Doyle say he would never be able to forget the horrors of the "tangle of mutilated horses, their necks rising and sinking," lying amidst the blood soaked remains of fallen soldiers.

     Two years later, Conan Doyle's acute sense of justice was awakened again and made him rise to the defense of Sir Roger Casement, an Irish diplomat accused of being "the foulest traitor who ever drew breath." Conan Doyle had known and liked the diplomat several years before, as the man had alerted him to awful injustices committed against blacks in the Congo. The author had even based the character of Lord John Rockton in «The Lost World» on Casement. Now, the "traitor" was found guilty of having tried to get Germany's support for the Irish independence movement.

     The toll of the war was cruel on Conan Doyle. He lost his son Kingsley, his brother, his two brothers-in-law and his two nephews. 

     As years went by, Conan Doyle was faced with the necessity to earn money. In 1926, Professor Challenger and his colorful friends appeared again in «The Land of Mist», a novel of Psychic adventures followed by «The Disintegration Machine» and «When the World Screamed». Two years later, his last twelve stories about the exploits of the immortal detective were compiled in «The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes».
     In the autumn of 1929, in spite of having been diagnosed with Angina Pectoris, Conan Doyle went off for his last Psychic tour to Holland, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. He was in such pain by the time he returned, that he had to be carried ashore. Bedridden from that time on, he managed to have one last quixotic adventure on a cold spring day in 1930. He rose from his bed, and unseen went into the garden. When he was found, he was lying on the ground, one hand clutching his heart, the other holding a single white snowdrop.

Arthur Conan Doyle died on Monday, July 7, 1930, surrounded by his family. His last words before departing for "the greatest and most glorious adventure of all," were addressed to his wife. He whispered, "You are wonderful."
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