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DISCOVER BRITAIN: ENGLAND.
     The United Kingdom is very small compared with many other countries

in the world. However there are only nine other countries with more people

and London is the world ‘s  seventh biggest city. When you travel about the

country you can see how the scenery changes right in front of your eyes.

Highlands turn into lowlands, forests and hills turn into meadows and plains

very quickly. It s hard to believe, but the Great Britain one can find practically any type of scenery. Often what people first notice about Britain, especially if they arrive by plane, is the green of the fields, hedges and trees. Britain is an unusually beautiful country.

      I want to take you on an exciting journey through the whole country

From Scotland and Northern Ireland to England and Wales. I’ll begin our

journey with England, the largest part of the UK, visiting its regions: the

Southeast, the Southwest, East Anglia, the Midlands and the North of England.

The Southeast

The Southeast is a highly populated region of England, there is a lot of industries near the Thames and there are a lot of roads and   motorways.

London, the capital of the UK, and such historical cities as Windsor, Dover 

And Brighton are situated here. When people   travel to Britain  by sea or air they usually arrive to the Southeast, for this is where the main passenger ports and airports are. Heathrow Airport, one of the world’s busiest airports is about33 km west of central London. However, there is still attractive countryside in the Southeast. The County of Kent situated here is known as the garden of England. The Southeast is famous for its resorts, Brighton is, probably, the best known of them.
The Southwest
     The Southwest is the region where the main activity is farming. Although there are some very big farms, most of them are small family farms where dairy products are produced. The Southwest used to be known for its pirates. 

The romantic past makes it a popular place for artists, writers and holidaymakers. The two principal cities of the region are Bristol and Bath. 

If you want to see the famous Stonehenge, one of the remarkable historic places in the UK, you should also come here. The most westerly point of Great Britain “Land s End” is also in the Southwest.

East Anglia

      East Anglia is very flat and its another farming region. It has beautiful

cities with fine historic buildings such as Cambridge. The part of East

Anglia called the Fens consists of miles of flat land with almost no trees or

hedges. It used to be partly covered by the sea and now produces good harvest.

Oliver Cromwell, an English general and politician (1599-1658) who was

leader of the army against Ring Charles 1 in the Civil War and later became Lord Protector of England was born in the Fens area. East Anglia is isolated from the rest of Britain because of its position a way from the main national roads and because of its shape: it is more than half surrounded by the sea.

The Midlands

     The Midlands, known as the heart of England, is the largest industrial

part in the country. The most important industrial cities are Manchester,

Sheffield, Liverpool, which is one of  Britain’ s big ports, and Birmingham.

The two famous Midlands cities, Stratford-upon-Avon and Oxford are connected  with English culture: Stratford is the birthplace of great William Shakespeare  and Oxford is famous for its university.

The North of England

       The North of England has some of the wildest and loneliest parts of the country, but also some of the busiest industrial  cities.  Here you can find

deep valleys, rivers and waterfalls, hills and mountains. This part of the country is rich  in coal which is important for the region s industry. The main attracttions of the North of England are certainly the Lake  District, the cities of  York and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Many tourists come over especially to look at the ruins of Hadrian s Wall, a stone wall built across the North of England by the order of the Roman ruler Hadrian to defend the North border of  Roman Britain from Scottish tribes.
The Romans

       Very many years ago the Romans went to England. They built a town on the River Thames. The name of the town was Londinium. The Romans

built Londinium near the river. The place of the town was very good. Soon the Romans built a bridge over the River Thames.

  The River Thames has always been part of London s history. In Roman

times Londinium was a small town with the Thames in its centre. Now London is a very large city but the River Thames is still in the centre of London.

Until 1749, there was only one bridge the river: London Bridge. The old London Bridge looked very strange. There were houses and shops on the bridge. In the nineteenth century there were already many new bridges in London. Now there are  more than twenty bridges over the Thames.

    At the beginning of the11th century England was already a big country and London was a very important city in 1066 William the Conqueror and his people went to England from Normandy in France.

    William the Conqueror became King of England. He lived in London,

Many of his people lived in London too. But William was afraid of the English, of the people of London and he built the White Tower to live in it. Now it is one of the most important and beautiful buildings of the Tower of London.

All Kings and Queens of England lived in London.

Royal London

    Many places of London are closely connected with the Crown. There

are royal palaces, royal parks, roads and streets where beautiful ceremonies

are held. The most important building is Buckingham Palace (the Palace)
which is the official residence of Queen. It stands in St James Park.

Running through the park from the front of Buckingham Palace to Trafalgar

Square is the Mall, a wide tree-lined avenue.

    St. Game s Park is one if ten so-called royal parks situated in or near London. These parks officially belong to the Crown, but are open to the

public free of charge. These large parks are very good places for people to escape from traffic jams, crowded shops and the city noise. Each park has its own character. Hyde Park was originally a hunting forest and is still popular with horse-riders. Regent s Park, which was also originally a hunting park is now the home  of London Zoo, and an open-air theatre which stages Shakespeare s plays. 
ABSOLUTE MONARCHY

    During the Tudor period, from 1485 till 1603 England s foreign policy changed several times. Henry V11 was careful to remain friendly with neighboring  countries. His son Henry V111 was more ambitious, hoping to play an important part in European politics. He was unsuccessful. Mary allied England to Spain by her marriage. Elizabeth and her advisers considered trade the most important  foreign policy matter, as Henry V11 had done. For them a country which was England s greatest trade rival was also its greatest enemy. This idea remained the basis of England’ s foreign policy until the 19-th century.

The New Monarchy

Henry V11

     Henry V11 is less known than either Henry V111 or Elizabeth 1. But he was far more important in establishing the new monarchy than either of them. He had the same ideas and opinions as the growing classes of merchants and gentry, and he based royal power on good relations with these classes.

     Henry V11 firmly believed that business was good for the state. Only a year after he became king, he made an important trade agreement with the Netherlands ,which allowed English trade to grow. Henry understood that England s future wealth would depend of international trade. And he built a huge fleet of merchantмships. He also believed that wars ruined a country s economy, and so he avoidedсquarrels either with Scotland in the north or France in the south.

        Henry was fortunate, Many of the old  nobility  had died or been defeated in

the recent wars, and their lands had gone to the king. This meant that Henry had more money than earlier kings. In order to strengthen his power, he forbade anyone, except himself, to keep armed men.

        Henry’ s aim was to make the Crown financially independent, and the lands and the fines he took from the old nobility helped him to this. Of course it made him unpopular with the old nobility, but he kept the friendship of the merchant and gentry classes. Like him they wanted peace and prosperity. He created a new nobility from among them, and men unknown before now became Henry s states-men. But they all knew their rise to importance was completely depended on the Crown.

Henry V111.

  Henry V111 was quite unlike his father. He was cruel and wasteful with money.

He spent so much on maintaining a rich court and on wars, that his father s carefully saved money was soon gone.

     Henry V111 wanted to have an important influence on European politics. But much had happened in Europe since England had lost its lands in France in  the Hundred Years War. France was even mote powerful, because it was united with the Holy Roman Empire  which included much of central Europe). Henry V111 tried to ally himself with Spain against France, then he changed sides. When friendship with France did not bring him anything, Henry started talking again to Charles V of Spain.

     Problems with the Catholic Church.  Henry disliked the power of the Church in England: it was an international organization, so he could not completely control it. The power of the Catholic Church in England could work against Henry s authority. Besides, Henry had another reason for opposing to the authority of the Church.

     In 1510 Henry had married  Catherine of Aragon. But by 1526 she had still not had a son who could be the heir to the throne after Henry s death. Henry asked the Pope to allow him to divorce Catherine. But the Pope was controlled by Charles V, who was Holy Roman Emperor and king of Spain, and also Catherine s nephew. For both political and family reasons he wanted Henry to stay married to Catherine.

The Pope did not wish to anger Charles V, and he forbade Henry s divorce.

     Henry was extremely angry. He persuaded the English bishops to break away

from the Catholic Church and establish a new Church in England, the head of which would be the English monarch. In 1531 the Church of England was established in the country, and this became law after Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy in 1534. Now Henry was free to divorce Catherine and marry his new love, Anne Boleyn. He hoped Anne would give him a son to follow him on the throne. Most people remembered him only because he had six wives. But in fact he was a very important monarch. Under him Britain became independent of the Roman Catholic Church, it got richer and more powerful.

     Henry died in 1547, leaving three children, Mary, the eldest, was the daughter of Catherine of Aragon. Elizabeth was the daughter of his second wife, Anne Boleyn, whom he had executed because she was unfaithful. Nine-year-old Edward was the son of Jane Seymour, the only wife whom Henry had really loved but who died giving birth to his only son.

Edward V1

   Edward V1, Henry s son, was only a child of 9 years old when he became king, so the country was ruled by a council. All the members of the council were representatives of the new nobility created by the Tudors. They were keen Protestant Reformers because they had benefited from the sale of monastery lands. 

Indeed, all the new landowners knew that they could only be sure of keeping their  new lands if they made England truly Protestant.

     Most English people still believed in the old Catholic religion. Less than half the English were Protestant by belief, but these people controlled religious matters. In 1552 a new prayer book was introduced to make sure that all churches followed the new Protestant religion.

Mary Tudor.

   Mary, the Catholic daughter of Catherine of Aragon, became queen when Edward, aged sixteen, died in 1553. Mary was unwise and made mistakes in her policy. For political, religious and family reasons, she married King Philip of Spain. It was a bad choice. The English people disliked the marriage. They were afraid that this marriage would place England under foreign control. Parliament agreed to Mary s marriage unwillingly and made a condition that Philip would be regarded as King of England only during Mary s lifetime.

     Mary s marriage to Philip was the first mistake of her unfortunate reign. Then she began burning Protestants. Three hundred people died in this way during her five-year reign. For these mass executions she was called Bloody Mary

QUEEN ELIZABETH 1

( 1533-1603)

    Queen Elizabeth 1, the last of the Tudor monarchs, was the daughter of 

Henry V111. She received an excellent classical education. She could read Latin and Greek and spoke French and Italian fluently.

     People rejoiced when Elizabeth became queen after her elder sister Mary s death in 1558. Elizabeth was an intelligent, courageous and determined woman. People often called her Good Queen Bess.

     Elizabeth made her first task the settlement of England s religious affairs. She was determined to stop religious struggle. She tried to gradually spread Protestant religion, without offending the Catholics too much. However, the struggle between Catholics and Protestants continued and endangered Elizabeth s position. Some Catholic nobles wished to remove Elizabeth and replace her with the queen of Scotland, Mary Stuart, who was a Catholic Mary, usually called Queen of Scots, was the heir of the English throne because she was Elizabeth s closest relation. Mary had powerful enemies in Scotland and had to escape to England. Elizabeth kept her in the Tower of London as a prisoner for nearly twenty years. During that time several Catholic plots were discovered, which aimed at making Mary queen of England. Finally Elizabeth had to agree to Mary s execution in 4587. 

     During Elizabeth s reign England became a great sea power. English sailors, the most of which are Francis Drake and Walter Raleigh, challenged the Spaniards in the Atlantic Ocean. They made daring raids on the Spanish colonies in America and captured Spanish ships that carried treasure from the New World to Spain. 

     Elizabeth helped the Dutch Protestants. At that time the Netherlands was part of the Spanish empire, and King Philip 11 of Spain was trying to suppress the Protestant rebellion there. He sent his army to the Netherlands. Elizabeth did same. So Philip had to fight with England. He built a huge fleet of ships, which became known as the Invincible Armada. England was in danger. Elizabeth spoke to the crews of the ships that were going to the battle with the Armada. She won their hearts by saying that she was ready ‘ to live or die amongst you… for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my people… I know I am a week woman, but I have the heart of a king----and a King of England too!
     The two fleets were fighting for six days, and on August 9, 1588, the Armada was defeated. Only half the ships of the Armada returned to Spain. It was a great victory for England.

     The Elizabethan age was one of the greatest periods of English literature .Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare were only a few of the many writers who created their great works at that time. Elizabeth s court became a centre of culture for English musicians, poets, scholars and artists. The English were proud of their country and their queen.
THE STUARTS
  The Stuart monarchs were less successful than the Tudors. They quarreled with Parliament and this resulted in civil war. One of the Stuarts was executed. Another Stuart king was driven from the throne. When the last Stuart, Queen Anne, died in 1714, the monarchy was no linger absolutely powerful as it had been in the Tudor times. 

     This important changes were the result of the basic changes in society. During the 17-th century economic power moved into the hands of the merchant and landowning farmer classes. The Crown could no longer raise money of govern without their cooperation.

James 1..
   Like Elizabeth, James 1 tried to rule without Parliament as much as possible. He believed in the divine right of kings: the king was chosen by God and therefore only God could judge him. He expressed these ideas openly and this led to trouble with Parliament.

     When Elizabeth died, she left James with a huge debt. James had to ask Parliament to raise a tax to pay the debt. Parliament agreed, but in return insisted on the right to discuss James s and foreign policy. James did not agreed to this, and so he did not get the money. 

     James managed to rule the country without Parliament between 1611 and 1621, but it was only possible because Britain remained at peace. James could not afford the cost of the army. In 1618, at the beginning of the Thirty Years  War in Europe, Parliament wished to go to war against the Catholics, but James did not agree. Until his death in 1625 James was always quarrelling with Parliament over money and over its desire to play a part in his foreign policy.

Parliament against the Crown
Charles 1
     Charles 1 quarreled with Parliament even more bitterly than his father had done. More than once Charles dissolved Parliament, but had to recall it again because he needed money. In 1628, in return for money,. Parliament wanted Charles to sign a document known as the Petition of Rights, which would give Parliament the right to control state money, the national budget and the law.

Charles realized that the Petition of Rights was putting an end to a king s divine right. So he dissolved Parliament again. 

     Between 1629 and 1640 Charles successfully ruled without Parliament. He was able to balance his budgets, he got rid of dishonesty among officials and made administration efficient. By 1637 he was at the height of his power. It seemed that Parliament would never meet again. 

Charles 11

  With the restoration of monarchy, Parliament once more became as weak as it had been in the time of James 1 and Charles 1. However, the new king, Charles 11, did not want to make Parliament his enemy. He punished only those MPs.
( Members of Parliament) who had been responsible for his father s execution. Many MPs were given positions of authority or responsibility in the new monarchy. But in general Parliament remained weak. Charles shared his father s belief in divine right, and he greatly admired the all-powerful, absolute ruler of France Louis X1V.

     Charles hoped to make peace between the different religious groups that existed in Britain in that time. He wanted to allow Puritans and Catholics, who disliked the Church of England, to meet freely. But Parliament, whose members belonged to the Church of England, did not want to allow this. Charles himself was attracted to the Catholic Church. Parliament knew this, and many MPs were worried that Charles would become a Catholic.

THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION.

James 11
 The struggle over Catholicism became a crisis when James 11 became kind after his brother s death in 1685. James 11 was a Catholic. He tried to revive the importance of the Catholic Church and give Catholic important positions in government and Parliament. Parliament was alarmed and angry. The Tories ( one of the first political parties in Britain appeared in Charles 11s reign) united with the Whigs( the other party, which opposed the Tories) against James. They decided that James 11 had lost his right to the crown.

     James s daughter Mary (Queen Mary 11) was a Protestant, and she was married to the Protestant ruler of Holland, William of Orange. Parliament invited William of Orange to invade England.

     In 1688 William entered London. James was in danger and fled from England. The English crown was offered to William and Mary.

     The events of 1688 went down into history as The Glorious Revolution. It was not really a revolution: in fact it was a coup d’etal organized by the ruling class. Now Parliament was much more powerful than the king. Its power over the monarch was written into the Bill of Rights in 1689. The Bill of Rights started that the king could not raise taxes or keep an army without the agreement of Parliament.

The Union with Scotland.

   Scotland was still a separate kingdom, although both countries had the same king ( James 11 was James V11 of Scotland). The English wanted England and Scotland to be united. Scotland wanted to remove the limits on trade with England from which it suffered economically. The English Parliament promised to remove these limits if the Scots agreed to the union with England. Finally, in 1707; the union of Scotland and England was completed by an Act of Parliament. The state got a new name: GREAT BRITAIN. The separate parliaments of both countries stopped functioning. A new parliament, the Parliament of Great Britain, met for the first time.

BRITAIN IN THE XV111-TH CENTURY.
   Well before the end of the 18-th century England had become a very powerful country. It became wealthy through trade. The wealth made possible both an agricultural and an industrial revolution, which made Britain the most economically advanced country in the world.

     However, there was a reverse side to it: while a few people became richer, many others lost their land, their homes and their way of life. Families were driven off the land in another period of enclosures. They became the working proletariat of the cities. The invention of machinery destroyed the old “cottage industries’ and created factories. At the same time it caused the growth of unemployment.

     This splitting of society into very rich and very poor was a great danger to established order. In France the misery of the poor and the power of the trading classes led to revolution in 1789.Britain was saved from revolution partly by the high level of local control of the ruling class in the country-side and partly by Methodism, a new religious movement which offered hope and self-respect to the new proletariat.

The new dynasty.
   King James 1 had a granddaughter, Sophia, who was a Protestant. She married the Elector of Hanover, also a Protestant. The British Parliament declared their son, George Hanover, the heir to the English throne after Queen Anne, who had no surviving children. When Queen Anne died in 1714, George Hanover ascended the English throne as George 1, thus starting a new dynasty.

     George 1 was a strange king. He was a true German and did not try to follow English customs. He could not speak English and spoke to his ministers in French. But Parliament supported him because he was a Protestant.

     There were some Tories who wanted the deposed James 11 s son to return to Britain as James 111. James did not want to change his religion, but he wanted the English throne. In 1715 he started a rebellion against George 1.But the rebellion was put down: George s army defeated the English and Scottish Jacobites, as Stuart supporters were called.

     The power of the government during the reign of George 1 was increased because the new king did not seem very interested in his kingdom. The greatest   political leader of the time was Robert Walpole. He is considered Britain s first Prime Minister.

     In the other countries of Europe kings and queens had absolute power. Britain was unusual, and Walpole was determined to keep the Crown under the firm control of Parliament.

BRITAIN IN THE FIRST HALF
OF THE 19- TH CENTURY

   In the 19-th century Britain was more powerful and self-confident than ever. As the result of the industrial revolution, 19-th century Britain was the “  workshop of the world “. British factories were producing more than any other country in the world.

     Having many colonies , Britain controlled large areas of the world. British had a strong feeling of their importance.

     The rapid growth of the middle class caused a change in the political balance. The role played by the middle class in politics and government was increasingly growing. By 1914 the aristocracy and the Crown had little power left.

QUEEN VICTORIA

( 1819-1901)
  Queen Victoria is the longest- reigning  monarch in English history. She came to the throne as a young woman in 1837 and reigned until her death in 1901.

     Victoria married her German cousin, Prince Albert of Sax- Co burg but he died at the age of forty-two in 1861. She could not get over her sorrow at his death, and for a long time refused to be seen to public.

     This was a dangerous thing to do. Newspapers began to criticize her, and some people even doubted the value of the monarchy. Many radicals believed that as a result of developing democracy it was time for monarchy to die.

     The Queen s advisers persuaded her to take more interest in the life of the kingdom. She did so, and she soon became extraordinary popular. At the time when monarchy was its place as an integral part of the British governing system, Victoria managed to establish it as a respected and popular institution.

     One important step back to popularity was the publication in 1868 of the  Queen’ s book Our Life in the Highlands. The book was the Queen s own diary of her life with Prince Albert and her family in her castle in the Scottish Highlands.

It delighted the public, in particular the growing middle class. They had never before known anything of the private life of the monarch, and they enjoyed reading about it. They were impressed by the fact that the Queen wrote about her servants if they were members of her family. 

     The democratic British liked and respected the example of family life which the Queen had given them; they saw that the Queen and her family shared their own moral and religious values. By her book Victoria touched people s hearts. She succeeded in showing the newly industrialized nation that the monarchy was a connection with the glorious history of the country. Quite suddenly, the monarchy was out of danger. It had never been safer than now, when it had lost most of its political power. “ We  have come to believe that it is natural to have a virtuous sovereign,’ wrote one of the critics.

     Queen Victoria was also popular in Europe. She became known as the Grandmother of Europe after marring members of her family into many royal houses of Europe. Among her grandchildren were  Emperor William 11 of Germany, and Alexandra, wife of Tsar Nicholas 11 of Russia. 

THE XX- TH CENTURY.

     At the beginning of the XX –TH century Britain was still one of the greatest world powers. In the middle of the century, although it was still one of the “Big Three”, it was considerably weaker than the United States or the Soviet Union. By the end of the 1970s Britain was just an ordinary country, and economically poorer than a number of other European countries.

     One of the reason for Britain s decline in the XX-TH century was the cost of two world wars. An other reason was that Britain could not spend as much money on developing its industry as other industrial nations did:  at first it needed a lot of money for keeping up the empire, and when the empire fell apart, as much money was needed to solve numerous economic problems connected with maintaining friendly relations within the British Commonwealth of Nations.

A POPULAR MONARCHY.
   During the XX-TH century the monarchy became still more popular than in the times of Queen Victoria in the X1X-th century. George V the grandson of  Victoria, had started a tradition of attending the annual football Cup Final match at Wimbled Stadium. On the Christmas Day, 1932, he spoke to the people of Britain and the Commonwealth on the radio. Since then the Christmas speech of the monarch has also become a tradition, During the second World War George V1 and his wife won great admiration of the British people for refusing to leave Buckingham Palace oven after it had been bombed. Since 1952, when Elizabeth 11 became queen, the popularity of the monarchy has been steadily growing.  

     Queen Victoria s granddaughter, Elizabeth 11 is on the British throne now. The Queen s title in the United Kingdom is Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and Territories Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, etc. etc. etc.
     Elizabeth 11, Queen of the UK, was born in London in 1926 as the eldest daughter of the Duke and Duchess of York, She grew up in a happy home and was educated privately. Her father became king in 1936. Her grandfather was King George V, her great-grandfather was King Edward V11, her great-grandmother was Queen Victoria. In 1947 Princess Elizabeth was married to Philip Mountain, who received the title of Duke of Edinburgh. They have four children: Charles,

Anne, Andrew and Edward. When George V1 died in 1952, Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth the Second of Britain, The coronation took place at Westminster Abbey. Elizabeth 11 is one of the richest women in the world. Her son Charles, the future king of Britain, has two sons.

PRESENT- DAY OF BRITAIN.

 Great Britain, this is the name of the largest island of the British Isles. It is historically divided into three parts which were once independent states: England ,Scotland, and Wales. The people who live in England are English, the people who live in Scotland are Scots, the people who live in Wales are Welsh. At the same time all these people are British because they live in Britain. As to the word Great in the name of the island, it was first introduced by the French to distinguish the island from the area in the north of France called Brittany ( the French language has the same word for Britain and Brittany). 
     The United Kingdom( or UK) is an abbreviation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which is the political name of the country consisting of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland ( sometimes called Ulster ). Southern Ireland is a completely independent state: the Republic of Ireland (also called Eire).

     It took centuries and a lot of armed struggle to form the United Kingdom. In the 15-th century a Welsh prince Henry Tudor, became King Henry V11 of England Then his son, Henry V111 united England and Wales under one Parliament in 1536. In Scotland similar thing happened. The king of Scotland inherited the crown of England and Wales in 1603, so he became King Lames 1 of  England  and Wales and King Lames V1 of Scotland The Parliaments of England and Wales were united a century later, in 1707.

     The Scottish and Welsh are  proud  and independent people. In recent years there have been attempts at devolution in the two countries, particularly in Scotland where the Scottish Nationalist Party was very strong for a while. However, in a referendum in 1978 the majority of the Welsh people rejected devolution, and in 1979 the Scots did the same. Nevertheless, most Welsh and Scots sometimes complain that they dominated by England, and of course they did not like to be referred to as English.

     The whole of Ireland was united with Great Britain from 1801 till 1921. In 1921 it was divided into two parts, The larger southern part formed the independent Republic of Ireland ( Eire ), while Northern Ireland ( Ulster ) became part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

     The present-day English are the descendants of all the invaders, although they are more Anglo-Saxon than anything else. These various origins explain many of the differences which exist between England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland-differences in education, religion, the legal systems and in language.

     Nowadays all Welsh, Scottish and Irish people speak English ( even if they speak their own language as well ), but they all have their own special accents and dialects, so you can tell what part of Britain a person is from as soon as they begin to speak. Sometimes the differences in accents are so great that people from different parts of the UK have difficulty in understanding one another. The southern accent is generally accepted as standard English.

     The flag of the United Kingdom, known as the Union Jack, is made up of three crosses. The upright red  cross is the cross of St George, the patron saint of England. The white diagonal cross (with the arms going into the corners) is the cross of St Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red diagonal cross is the cross of St Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

     Great Britain is highly developed industrial country. Great Britain is a beautiful country with old traditions and good people. Many great men studied in Cam-bridge and Oxford universities: Cromwell , Newton, Byron, Darwin and many others. 
     Britain has also good traditions of folk music. There are traditional folk clubs in most towns. Modern music is also of great popularity. Most talented and famous composers of contemporary life are John Lennon and Paul McCartney-the founder of the legendary group “The Beatles”, whose music still influences new generations.

     In the history of Great Britain there are a lot of famous names: William Shakespeare- the great English poet and dramatic, Charles Dickens- one of the best English writers, O Henry- William Sydney Porter- one of the world s out-

standing short-story writers, Joseph Turner-the greatest English romantic lands-cape painter, John Constable- one of the greatest landscape painter, Henry Pur-cell, is the great English composer, the founder of English Opera.

     Sport plays such a large part in British life that many idioms in the English language have come from the world of sport. For example “ to play the game” means “ to be fair” and “ that is not cricket “ means “ that is not fair “. The British are proud that many sports originated from their country and then spread throughout the world. The most popular sport in Britain is football.

     The Britain is very  beautiful , wonderful and picturesque country. And of course all British are proud of their country and of their people.

GLOSSARY.
     Angles- a north German tribe who with the Saxons invaded Britain in the 5-th century. England gets its name from the Angles.

     Anglo-Saxons- Germans tribes which invaded Britain in the 5-th century.

     British Isles- a group of islands off North West Europe consisting of Great Britain, Ireland and many other islands.

  Briton- a native of Great Britain.

  Cambridge- a town in England known for its university.

    Celts – the tribes which lived in the British Isles when they invaded 

by Anglo-Saxons.
    Cricket- a outdoor ball and bat game popular in Britain, played by two teams of 11 players each.

    Edinburgh- the capital of Scotland; an important transport junction and an industrial and cultural centre.

   England – the country occupying the largest, southern part of Great Britain.

  House of Commons – the lower house of the British Parliament, the members of which are elected.

  House of Lords – the upper house of the British Parliament, the members of which are lords and bishops. They are not elected.

   Ireland- an island of the British Isles, to the west of Great Britain, divided into the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland.

  Member of Parliament-  ( MP )- an elected representative in the British Parliament.

   Oxford- a town in England north of London known for its 12th century university and its colleges.

   Parliament- the main law making body in the United Kingdom.

  Prime Minister- the chief minister and leader of the government in Britain and many other countries.

  Stratford-on-Avon- a town in the south-west of England on the River Avon. It is Shakespeare s birthplace.

  Wales- the country in the west of Great Britain. It is a part of the United Kingdom.

  Wessex and Anglo-Saxon – kingdom in the late 5th century, it became a united English kingdom in the 6th century
 William the Conqueror- Duke of Normandy and King of England from 1066 till 1087. As Duke of Normandy, he invaded England in 1066 defeating and killing Harold , the king of the Anglo- Saxons.
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