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                                            I. Шотландия. Обзор.


1. In the north of the island of Great Britain is situated Scotland – a romantic country of mountains and valleys, lakes and torrents, the country of courageous and brave people. 
The land of traditions, of devoted people, the land of valour and dignity.

2. The national symbol of Scotland is a thistle. The Flag of Scotland is blue with a white cross. The cross is called St.Andrew’s cross, because the patron saint of Scotland is Saint Andrew. Two white unicorns you can see on the Scotland’s coat of arms. They symbolize purity, innocence strength and the rays of the sun.

3. The Lowlands – the Highlands. These are the twin and immemorial poles of Scotland. Kilts and bagpipes, clans and tartans, numerous flocks of sheep in the valleys, wild animals, whisky and haggis – this is Scotland. It is the land of Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott, an emerald of the British Isles.

4. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. The city is rather cold but attractive, very proud and friendly and has a great past. It was founded in the 12-th century and became the capital of Scotland in 1437. Edinburgh is an ancient city and if you walk around it you can touch the history at every step. Practically every building has a tale to tell.

5. The first building in Edinburgh was the Castle. It was built on the rock. The Castle, in fact, is older than the city. It was a fortress and then a royal palace. It looks good in any weather and attracts a lot of tourists. There is a museum in the Castle now and you can see a lot of exhibits connected with the history of Scotland there.






                                             II. Кланы Шотландии. 
      6.  Scottish clans are ancient Celtic related unions. The first clans were formed in the 5-th century        from powerful kings of Argail and Islands. Their descendents are the Campbells and MacDonalds, MacGregors and MacNeils. Clan Lamount and McLachlan tracing their ancestry back to the Irish kings. The MacDougalls claim descent from the rules of the Islands.
     7.  A lot of Scottish clans are of foreign origin:  Bruce and Barclay clans came to Britain with William the Conqueror in the 11-th century; from Europe came the Sinclairs, Leslies, Hamiltons; from France – the clans Montgomery and Hay.

    8.  Clans identify geographical areas originally controlled by the Chief. They usually have their castle. Every clan has its own motto.


CLAN BRUCE             THE CHIEF IS ANDREW DOUGLAS ALEXANDER     THOMAS BRUCE,
                                    THE 11-TH EARL OF ELGIN.THE MOTTO IS:   “FUIMUS”, LOWLAND

CLAN CAMERON      THE CHIEF IS COLONEL SIR DONALD CAMERON OF LOCHIEL
                                    THE MOTTO IS:   “AONAIBH RI CHEILE”,  HIGHLAND  

CLAN CAMPBELL      THE CHIEF IS IAN CAMPBELL, THE 13-TH DUKE OF ARGYLL
                                    THE MOTTO IS “NE OBLIVI SCARIS”,  HIGHLAND  

CLAN MACGREGOR      THE CHIEF IS SIR MALCOLM GREGOR OF MACGREGOR,  
                                          7-th BARONET, THE 24-TH CHIEF OF CLAN GREGOR
                                         THE MOTTO IS “RIOGHAL MO DHREAM”, HIGHLAND

CLAN MACDOUGALL    THE CHIEF IS MORAG MORLEY MACDOUGALL OF MAC DOUGALL
                                         THE MOTTO IS “BUAIDH NO BAS”, HIGHLAND

CLAN GORDON             THE CHIEF IS GRANVILLE CHARLES GOMER GORDON,
                                         13-th MARQUESS OF HUNTLY
                                        THE MOTTO IS “BYDAND”, MIDLAND AND HIGHLAND

9.  Every clan has its own tartan. The wearing of tartans or coloured checks was common in the Highlands. Originally, the tartan was worn as a single piece of cloth, thrown over the shoulder. Tartans are now a part of international fashion.

10.  The kilt became popular at the beginning of the 18 century. It is a part of the traditional costume of a Scotsman. This short pleated skirt is worn by men in the Highlands. It was the dress of the old time Highlanders and was very suitable for going through wet moorland country. The kilt worn by each clan is made of tartan. Each Scottish Highland clan has its own tartan.

III. Шотландские традиции.  

11. The bagpipe is a Scottish national instrument. The player fills a leather bag with air by blowing into it and allows the air to come through pipes. The sounds of the bagpipes are very stirring. The old highland clans used to go into battle to the sound of their bagpipes.

12. Highland fling is the oldest Scottish folk dance, dating back to the 11-th century. This dance should be performed on the same spot. Sword dance is a war dance. Dancers should be careful not to touch the crossed swords as they dance. In the past it was thought that if the warrior touched a sword as he danced, he would be wounded or even killed in a battle.


IV. Шотландские игры.
 
13. In the 11-th century king Malcolm III organized contests in the Scottish village called Braemar to find the strongest and the fattest men in his kingdom. Now the Highland Games take place not only in Scottish villages and towns, but also everywhere the Scottish people have settled.
The main events of the Games are:
· Tossing the Caber
· Throwing the Hammer
· Tug of war
· Stone put
The games also include:
· Bag piping
· Scottish dancing
· Scottish food and drink



V.  Тату и Эдинбургский фестиваль

14.  Edinburgh military TATOO takes place every august and September and is known throughout the world. For 90 minutes on five or six nights a week 600 people perform in the square in front of the Castle.  The performers play military music and march to it.

15.  One of the greatest of all International Festivals of Music and the Arts – the Edinburgh festival brings upwards to 100000 visitors every year. The festival started in 1947. Every year the best performances from all over the world are shown in Edinburgh. Theatres from Moscow take part in the Edinburgh Festival every year as well.


                             VI.   Знаменитые шотландцы.

                                    Kings and statesmen

    1.            ROBERT I, the BRUCE   1274 – 1329
Robert I the Bruce – king of Scotland from 1306 until his death in 1329. He won the Bannockburn battle in 1314 and under his reign Scotland was recognized as an independent kingdom.  He was a prominent politician and diplomat. He was an experienced warrior. Robert Bruce took part in invasion of Ireland because he wanted to free the country from English rule. Robert Bruce was crowned as High King of Ireland in 1316. Bruce was killed at the battle of Faughart. His body is buried in Dunbermline Abbey while his heart is buried in Melrose Abbey.

    2.          MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  1542 – 1587
Mary was Queen of Scotland and reigned about 460 years ago. She was one of the most tragic queens in British history. Mary was born in Linlithgow Palace in 1542. She was the only daughter of James V of Scotland and Mary of Guise, a French noblewoman. Her father died six days after her birth. She was sent to France and educated at the French court. She married Francis, son of Henry II, king of France. Unfortunately this marriage did not last long as Francis died after only 2 years of marriage.  Mary returned to Scotland and in 1565 married her cousin, Lord Darnley, an English nobleman. Her husband was killed and three months later Mary Stuart married the Earl of Bothwell, the man most people regarded as Darnley’s murderer. This fatal step united her nobles against her. She raised an army but was defeated in 1568. She went to England to ask for help from her cousin Queen Elizabeth I. Instead she was imprisoned. After 19 years of trying to obtain her freedom, she was charged and found guilty of taking part in a plot to kill Elizabeth. Mary was beheaded at Fotheringhay Castle in1587. She was 44 years old.

    3.             BONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE   1720 – 1788
In 1688 James II, the last of the Stuart Kings was driven off the throne of England. In 1715 his son James Edward made an unsuccessful attempt to get back the throne. Another attempt was made by James II’s grandson, the Young Pretender Charles Edward, whom the Scots called Bonnie Prince Charlie. 
Charles was a real prince of romance: young, handsome, tall and fair, brave and adventurous. He wanted to invade England from Scotland. He was sure of support of the Scots, or at least, the Highlanders. Charles sailed from France aboard a small ship. After a battle in the sea he landed on the west coast of Scotland where he was met by 800 Highlanders. They marched to Edinburgh. The English soldiers who were there withdrew in panic and Charles entered in triumph. Then the invasion of England began.  Charles quickly moved to the south. There was panic in London. But suddenly Charles’s army stopped. His wild Highlanders, finding themselves in the heart of England, missed their families and decided to go home. For months Charles was hunted through the Highlands. A huge reward was offered to anyone who would capture him dead or alive, but the Highlanders did not betray him. Finally he went to France and died there.


    4.             GORDON BROWN
Gordon Brown was born in 1951. He is the second of three sons in a family. His parents John and Elizabeth Brown were influential figures in his life. He grew up in the town of Kirkcaldy, Scotland. Brown entered the Edinburgh University at the age of 15; he was one of the youngest students of the university. In 1972 Mr. Brown became the youngest ever Rector of Edinburgh University. He has written a number of books, a collection of his speeches has been published as “Moving Britain Forward”. In 1979 he was elected the Member of Parliament. Working together with Tony Blair he became one of the leaders of the Labour Party.  He has been the Prime Minister of Britain since June 2007.
                           

                               
                                    Writers and poets
   

     1.            ROBERT BURNS 1759 – 1796
Robert Burns, a famous Scottish poet, was born in Alloway. His family was poor and he had to work a lot since his childhood. He got his education in ordinary school but his teacher had great influence on young Robert. Robert Burns began to write poems at the age of 15. Then he travelled around Scotland, wrote poems and ballads, and collected folk songs. He felt the injustice of the world. The protest is shown in his poems. Burns loved and understood common people. His poems are full of love to his land and his best works are written in the language of his native Scotland.


     2.           WALTER SCOTT        1771 – 1832
Sir Walter Scott, 1-st Baronet was born on the 15-th of August 1771in Edinburgh. He is an outstanding Scottish novelist, poet, historian and biographer. Scott’s father was a lawyer and his mother was a daughter of a physician. From his earliest years Scott was fond of listening to stories of the Scottish Border. Walter Scott was educated at the high school at Edinburgh. He knew Italian, French, German and Latin and liked to read a lot. He began his literary career in the mid-1790 from translation of ballads of German Romantic poets. Later he wrote and published his first novels. His best historical novels  “Ivanhoe” (1819), “Rob Roy” (1817), “Legends of Montrose” (1819) and others are today popular all over the world.


     3.             ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON     1850 – 1894
Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh’s New Town into a family of engineers and lighthouse builders. He studied engineering at Edinburgh University, and then turned to law studies before qualifying as an advocate. However he never practiced, mainly due to the tuberculosis he suffered from all his life. He started writing from children’s stories. The first of his fictional writing was published in 1882. It was “Treasure Island”. In 1886 “Kidnapped” and “The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” were international best sellers. In the face of his chronic ill he was advised to live in warmer countries. For some time he lived in California, in France, Switzerland, on the south coast of England and finally settled in the Samoan Islands in the Pacific Ocean. He died and buried there. 


      4.             JOAN KATLIN ROWLING      1965
Joan Rowling is a British writer and author of the Harry Potter fantasy series. The Potter books have gained worldwide attention, won many awards and sold nearly 400 million copies in England. 
As a child Rowling enjoyed writing fantasy stories which she often read to her sister. A graduate of Exeter University, a teacher and then an unemployed single parent, Rowling wrote “Harry Potter” because she wanted to achieve something. She wrote her first book at a table in a café and it was “Harry Potter” that rescued her. The Scottish Arts Council gave her a grant to finish the book. For Rowling, the change in her fortunes has been slightly bewildering. The Harry Potter series include 8 books and they have great success all over the world.


                                                      Inventors

1.         ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL  1847 -1922
Alexander Bell’s life’s work was dedicated to improving systems of communication for the deaf and for deaf mutes. He worked with machines to transmit sounds telegraphically, allowing deaf people to hear them. It led directly to the development of the telephone. The telephone was patented in 1876 and it was publicly demonstrated at a fair in Philadelphia. Bell’s other inventions included flying machines, a universal language, a photograph and a new method of sheep breeding.

2.        JOHN LOGIE BAIRD  1888 – 1946
John Logie Baird was born in Helensburgh on the 13-th of August, 1888. He took a course of electrical engineering at the Royal Technical College in Glasgow. Baird began working on the invention of television in 1922. In 1924 he succeeded in transmitted of image over a few feet and on the 26-th of January 1926 Baird demonstrated television before 50 scientists. His equipment is now preserved in the Science Museum in London. In 1927 he set up the Baird Television Development Company which in 1928 made a transmission from London to New York. His other developments were in fibre optics, radio direction finding, large screen television and other areas.

      3.        ALEXANDER FLEMING 1881 – 1955
 Alexander Fleming is famous for his discovery of penicillin. He called his invention a “Triumph of accident and shrewd observation”. He saw that the mould which commonly grows on state food was killing the bacteria.  Tests showed it to have unprecedented antibacterial properties which being harmless to human cells. It took another 15 years to find a manufacturing process. Fleming won the Noble Prize in 1945. He never patented his discovery so it could remain cheap and available to benefit as many people as possible.

     4.          JOHN DUNLOP 1840 – 1921
John Dunlop invented the pneumatic tyre. He was a vet, but he developed the pneumatic tyre to cushion his son’s bike rides on bumpy cobbled streets. He patented his invention in 1888. Together with Harvey du Cros he set up a company which later became The Dunlop Rubber Company Ltd. Dunlop did not make much money out of his invention. But his company successfully works today and Dunlop’s pneumatic tyres are famous all over the world.
 
                                              
                                                    Actors

     1.          SEAN CONNERY    1930
Thomas Sean Connery was born on the 25-th of August 1930 in Edinburgh, Scotland. He left school at the age of 13, worked with his father and then joined the Navy. After the Navy service he worked as a lifeguard and then became an actor of a dramatic theatre. He became a cinema actor in 1954 and since that time he has been shot in many films in Hollywood and in Britain. His prominent Agent 007 made him famous.  Today Sean Connery is an actor and producer. He is also a public figure in Scotland and an investor of the National Youth Theatre of Great Britain.

    
 2.         JAMES FRANCIS CAMERON          1954
James Cameron was born on the 16-th of August 1954 in Canada. His mother was an artist and his father was an engineer. He studied physics at the university but film making attracted him. He started as a screenwriter, and then moved into direction films. Cameron is an Academy-Award winner. He is noted for his action fiction films which are often highly innovative and financially successful. James Cameron’s films generally explore the relationship between man and technology. Cameron directed the film “Titanic” which went to become the top-grossing film of all time. He also created ‘Terminator” franchise, “The Abyss”, “Dark Angel” and other well-known films.


     3.         LASSIE
Lassie is a fictional character that has starred in many radio shows, movies, TV shows and books entertaining generations of children around the world from 1938 to the present. The character of Lassie was created by British-American author Eric Knight in the short story “Lassie comes home”. In 1943 the first film about Lassie was made.  Lassie today is also the name of a line of dogs that have played her. Lassie is a heroine of numerous films and serials, popular all over the world and everybody knows her.


     4.        KYLE MACLACHLAN     1959
Kyle Mac Lachlan was born on the 22-nd of February, 1959 in Yakima, Washington, USA. He was the eldest son in a family and has been independent since childhood. He is not only a good actor but a good musician. Mac Lachlan is renowned for two performances for director David Lynch: in “Blue Velvet” on the big screen and Agent Dale Cooper in television series “Twin Peaks”, for which Kyle received two Emmy nominations and a Golden Globe Award.





                                        VII.  Шотландцы в России.

1.   The history of relations of Scotland and Russia is very interesting. In 1569 Ivan IV offered Elizabeth I to make an agreement on permission to British to enter the service of the great tsar. So the great Scottish regiment under the command of Jimmy Lanquet appeared in Russia. In 1630 the Russian government entrusted Alexander Leslie to recruit for Russian service 5000 officers and soldiers in European countries. They arrived in Russia in 1631 across Arkhangelsk. In the 17-th century when Peter I was the Tsar< there were some Scotsmen in his surroundings. 

3. Patrick Gordon. Gordon was born in a family that was fiercely Catholic and pro-Stuart. In Cromwell’s Commonwealth a Scottish Catholic could not enter a university or make a career. So at 16 Patrick went abroad and eventually became a soldier of fortune. In 1661 a lucrative three-year contract in the Russian Army was offered to him. He had no inkling that three years would lengthen to almost forty. He fought so well that he was promoted to General, paid a huge salary, given villages with serfs – and not allowed to leave the Russian service.

4. James Bruce. James Bruce was a Scottish gentleman who had been driven from his homeland by the English Civil War and became an officer in the Russian Army. Here, in Russia< his son James Daniel was born in 1670. Bruce became a soldier and took part in Peter’s two campaigns against the Turks and the Tartars. After the capture of Azov he was promoted to Colonel for magnificent bravery. Bruce joined the Great Embassy in Amsterdam and then followed Peter to England. On his return to Russia half a year later Bruce became Peter’s right hand man. In 1717 Bruce was appointed Senator and the President of the College of Mining and Manufacturing.

5.Barclay de Tollie.  Barclay de Tollie is one of the greatest Russian Generals. His ancestors were from ancient Scottish baron family. They moved to Russia at the beginning of the XVII-th century because of religious persecution. His father served in Russian Army and then retired. Barclay de Tollie started his military career in 1776. He took part in Russian-Turkish wars and was awarded St.George order for his courage and bravery. Barclay de Tollie was holding a post of a military minister from 1810-1812. During the Patriotic war 1812 he made magnificent efforts to save his troops. In 1813 Barclay de Tollie became the Commander-in-Chief of Russian and Prussian troops.

6. Mikhail Lermontov. The Russian branch of Lermontov clan originated from G.Lermont, the Scot served in Russia during the “trouble times”. He became a citizen of Russia and got an estate in Galichki district of Kostroma province. The George’s grandsons called their ancestor a Scottish nobleman Lermont, who was a “kind man of English land”. There was another Lermont in XII century, Scottish poet and prophet. Sir Walter Scott devoted a ballad “Thomas-rhymer” to him. Young Lermontov was proud of his Scottish origin and was engrossed by Byron’s books. He accepted him not only as “the Lord of Thoughts”, but also as relative. He called Scotland his Far Motherland and called himself ‘the latest descendant of brave fighters”.


                   VIII. Викторина о Шотландии.  “How do you know Scotland?”

1. What is the ancient name of Scotland?                                                                             
2. What is the national language of Scotland?                                                                     
3. What is the official Royal residence in Edinburgh?                                                         
4. What is the national Scottish musical instrument?                                                         
5. How do we call the bag the Scotsmen wear with their kilts?                                        
6. Where is the home of the Scottish monster?                                                                  
7. What is the name of the port of Edinburgh?                                                                    
8. What Scottish breeds of dogs do you know?   (name three)                                        
9. What famous Russian poet has his roots in Scotland?                                                   
10.  What outstanding people of Russia have Scottish origin?  (name two)                                      

