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I. Introduction.                                                                             

     
The American system of education differs somewhat from the systems of other countries. It has certain peculiarities of its own which are closely connected with the specific conditions of life in the New World in the history of American society.

    

The cultural relationship between the USA and the rest of the world over the past 100 years has become very intensive. Global culture and American culture are nearly synonymous. On the contrary, the United States is a great consumer of foreign intellectual and artistic influences.

We also see that most hi-tech devices and innovations come to our life from North American Continent. At the same time American education is often criticized.


That is why we decided to find out if American school prepares young people to succeed in life, if high level of social and economic development goes back to the system of education, what its strong and weak points are. 
II. School Education in the USA.

II.1.The Historical Background of the Problem

 
Americans have shown a great concern for education since early colonial times. Among the first settlers there was an unusually high proportion of educated men. In the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the early 1600s there was an average of one university man to every 40 to 50 families – much higher than in Old England. Some of these men came together and in 1636 founded Harvard College, 140 years before Americans Independence.

    
As early as 1647 Massachusetts required all towns with fifty households or more to have a schoolmaster at public expense. Other colonies established free public schools. However, the movement for free public schools gained its greatest momentum in the 1830s. By 1850, every state had provided for a system of free public schools open to all and paid for by public taxes.

    
From the 1830s on, public school systems developed, starting in the northeastern states and gradually spreading to the other parts of the country. In addition to public schools there are also various private and religious schools as well as public schools for the handicapped and for those with other special needs.      
      II.2.The System of Education

The United States does not have a national system of education. Education is considered to be a matter for the people of each state, which means that the public schools in America are not controlled by the national government or by church authorities but by the local communities themselves and the states set all educational standards. Although there is a federal Department of Education, its function is to gather information, to advise, and to help finance certain educational programs.

    
There are three basic levels in the U.S. educational system- elementary school, which usually goes from kindergarten to six grade; junior high school, from seventh through eighth or ninth grade, which is compulsory (so children must be in school from the ages of 7 through 16); and high school, from ninth or tenth through twelfth grade. Elementary (primary) and secondary (high) schools are organized on one of two bases: eight years of elementary school and four years of secondary school, or six years of elementary, three years of junior high school and three years of senior high school

 At the end of every school year American children take a test. If they perform well, they go to the next grade, if not- they have to repeat the year. Some American children finish only junior high schools as they begin working to help their families. The certificate of the junior high school does not allow them to enter college or university. They can do it only if they finish high school. 

Education is compulsory for every child from the age of 6 up to the age of 16 except in Maine, New Mexico, North Dakota and Pennsylvania where it is compulsory to the age of 17 and in Nevada, Ohio, Oklahoma and Utah where children must go to school until the age of 18.
    Elementary School

 
    
American children go to elementary school when they are six years old and they stay there for six years. The school years are called “grades”. The first year is the “first grade”, and the last year is the “sixth grade”. In most parts of the country, elementary schools also have kindergartens for five-year-olds.
    
Pre-schools are for children younger than five. In pre-school and kindergarten, children get ready for school. They play with other children and learn to listen to the teacher. These are important programs for young children.
    
American children do not have to go to school until age six, so not all children attend pre-school or kindergarten.

   
 Public elementary schools usually have about 500 students. Boys and girls are in classes together, with between 15 and 30 other children. Some students learn fast. Others need extra help. Teachers may put pupils in small groups, where they can learn at different speeds
    
Elementary school children in the US learn much the same things as do children of the same age in other countries. The program of studies includes English (reading, writing, spelling, grammar, composition), arithmetic (sometimes elementary algebra or plane geometry in upper grades), geography, history of the USA, and elementary natural science. Physical training, music, drawing are also taught. Some schools teach a modern language, such as French, Spanish, or German
                    A Typical Day at Elementary School.      

    9:00 a.m. Children leave home. If the school is more than a mile and a half from their home, the school bus picks them up. Classes start at 9:20.

    11:00 a.m. Children have their lessons. Teacher know that elementary school children can work well for only about thirty minutes at a time, so lessons last only thirty minutes. Between lessons, students can play games, read, or go outside to play.

    12:00 Children go to the lunchroom. They like to eat the hot lunch they can buy there. Sometimes they eat their favorite foods- hamburgers, pizza, or spaghetti. The school often serves fish, chicken, fruit, and salad, too. Students can drink juice or milk. They like to be together in the lunchroom. It’s noisy and friendly.

    3:15 p.m. Students go home. 
  Junior High School
    
The junior high school is a sort of halfway between elementary and secondary school. It continues some elementary school subjects, but it also introduces courses in mathematics and science, and usually gives students their first chance to study a foreign language. It usually comprises grades seven, eight and nine, although sometimes it is only grades seven and eight.
 High School


The high school prepares young people either for work immediately after graduation or for more advanced study in a college or university. Although there are some technical, vocational and specialized high schools in the United States the typical high school is comprehensive in nature. The subjects studied in elementary school are dealt with in a greater detail and in more advanced form in high school. In addition one can specialize in home economics, chemistry and physics, music, humanities, automobile mechanics, etc.

 High school students study 4-5 major subjects a year and classes in each of them meet for an hour a day, five days a week. Every high school student has a guidance counselor. This special teacher helps students with problems they have. In eleventh grade the first teacher the students see in the morning is their homeroom teacher. The homeroom teacher gives them information for the day. Then they go to their first class. The teacher stay in their classrooms while the students go from class to class                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
    The United States have the shortest school year in the world, an average of 180 days. 

                               A Typical day at high school. 
    7:30 a.m. Students leave home. Senior students often drive to school. The school has a parking lot for students who drive. Lessons start at 8:00.

    11:00 a.m. Students have their classes. The class usually lasts fifty minutes. Students take at least five subjects every day. Most classes meet three times a week. There is usually time for five classes a day. That leaves four hours a week for study and fun.

    12:00 Students are having lunch in the cafeteria. They take their own lunch to school in a lunch box.
    2:35 p.m. A school day is finished now. Students can go and meet his friends at the nearest fast food restaurant. They spend time after school doing things they like: listening to music and talking to friends, meeting with club members, or playing on sports teams.  

Tests, marks and report cards.


Did you think that tests are only for students? You’re wrong. The tests that students take also test their teachers and schools.


In the United States, students take many tests each year. Teachers use tests to see how well pupils are learning at school. If students pass these tests, they go on to the next grade where the work is harder. In this way, it is the students who are tested.


But these tests also show if teachers are doing their job. They have to give their pupils a lot of information in each grade. If they don’t, their students may not learn enough. So the tests are also for teachers.

There is another special test that pupils take each year in all the schools across the country. It is a different test for each grade, but the same for all students in the same grade. It shows what they have learned that year. It shows which schools are teaching well. So tests are also for testing schools.


Most American schools give the following marks: A= 91-100 percent, B= 81-90 percent, D= 65-70 percent, E= 50-64 percent, and F= below 50 percent. In high school it is possible to take some classes without marks. Then the student gets a “P” for “pass” and an “F” for “fail.”


At the beginning of each school year every family with a kid, who goes to school, receives a package of materials from the school staff and instructors, explaining to the parents which courses their child will do this year and what is expected from him or her in the classroom. Below is a letter to a parent from the schools superintendent. 

                                                             District of Columbia Public Schools

                                                                                       Washington, D.C.

   
Dear parent!


Accompanying this letter are the course outline (including the textbook title, course description, objectives, activities and methods of assessment), as well as homework assignment form, and class rules and regulations.

          Students are expected to report to class on time each day properly prepared with paper, pen, pencil, notebook, and the necessary textbook. A student must be in regular attendance in order to achieve successfully.

           The faculty looks forward to working with you and with your son or daughter this year. We are making every effort to improve test performance and to prepare our students for successful entry into college or into the world of work. We are grateful for your assistance in this effort.

             Please detach, sign and return the form below to indicate that you have received the enclosed materials and understood your role in helping your son or daughter perform successfully in the classroom. Feel free to contact staff at the school to ask any questions that you may have.

              Respectfully,

                                                                                                    Franklin L. Smith,

                                                                                         Superintendent of Schools


Teachers keep lists of students’ test and homework marks. They give students marks for how well they work. Then they list the students’ marks on their report card. Students get report cards four times a year. One copy is sent to the parents and the school keeps a copy. 
 Awards.                                        


In American schools there are ceremonies for students who have done good work in school or who are excellent at sports. At these special ceremonies all the students and teachers come together. They watch the school director give prizes to the students. Sometimes the prize is money for later university study.

 Graduation  


Graduation is the greatest ceremony of all in American schools. Students send special invitations to their friends and relatives asking them to come to the ceremony. At the ceremony each student wears a cap and a gown. The student enter the hall while the school band plays. 


When students graduate from high school, each of them gets a prize. The prize they get is the high diploma, written on nice paper with the name of the student and the school. Afterwards the graduating class has a big party, or “prom.” Everyone wears fine clothes and a band plays dance music. It is a party to remember. Students, teachers, and parents have worked hard for each diploma.   


At graduation time photographs are taken of the students who are graduating. These photographs are called “senior pictures”, and they are given to classmates and friends. Some students also buy a “class ring” with the school symbol and colors on it.  
III. Social Life at School.

III.1.Extra-curricular Activities


Every classroom has an American flag in it. From elementary to high school, students start each day by standing up and saluting the flag. They put their hands over their hearts and say the “Pledge of Allegiance.” This is a promise to the country. It was written by people who came to America over 200 years ago. Saluting the flag helps people think about the United States and its freedoms.

An important part of high school life is what is called extra-curricular activities. The student is free to join a chorus, band or school orchestra; enter the debating team, or participate in sports of all kinds as well as a variety of social activities.

Choosing leaders is a large part of high school life. The children decide which students should direct school business and lead them in Student Council. This is a group of five or six students who talk to teachers about what happens at school. About once a month, some of the Student Council leaders go to a meeting of the PTSA (Parent Teacher Student Association.) There they work with parents and teachers to make their school better. 
 
For many students in American high schools, the important thing is making friends, being popular, and having a good social life. Many students go out together after school- to fast food restaurants, movies or dances. One big social event that takes place in high schools is the “prom”, or school dance. The students go to the prom in couples. The boys wear “tuxedos”, and the girls wear beautiful dresses.


The essential part of school life is scouting. Since 1910, when the Boy Scouts of America was founded, millions of American youngsters have climbed the “ladder toward manhood”. The mottos of the organization are “Be prepared” and “Do a good turn daily”. The words, and the practices that BSA follows to this day, are those of Robert Baden- Powel, a British officer, who founded the original organization in England in 1908.But he admitted that many of his ideas were really born in turn -of –the –century America, through the work of two Americans, Daniel Carter Beard and Earnest Thompson Seton.

Concerned about the poor survival skills of the conscripts under his command, Baden- Powel resolved to teach youngsters how to cope in unfamiliar situations. Since that time urban American boys have been taught frontier skills, wildlife stewardship, and self-reliance.By 1916, when a federal charter recognized the Boy Scouts of America as “a genuine contribution to the welfare of the nation” more than 500,000 boys had joined the organization. Girls Scouts of the USA , an offshoot of the Boy Scouts, was founded in 1912 by Juliette Gordon Low.Their aim was to promote ideals of service and self-respect. Today Girl Scouts go hiking and camping, study science, computer programming, martial arts, and photography. At the same time the girls study confidence and self-reliance, as evidenced by the fact that the first woman Supreme Court Justice and six of the first nine women astronauts were once Girl Scouts.

In American high schools, there is often as much interest in other students as there is in school subjects. You can see this when you look at a typical high school yearbook. It is written once a year by students in the twelfth grade. In the yearbook, there is a picture of each teacher and student. Other photos show teachers and students at football and basketball games, in class, at club meetings, or at school dances.


During the high school years, students make strong friendships. They remember high school friends and other students long after they have finished school. So every ten years they come together. They have a special party with others from their graduating class that is all the students who finished school the same year. At that big class party, the students look at old yearbook photos and talk about what happened at school and what has happened since then. They often remember the high school years as the best years of their lives.
III.2.  Sports in school.   


Americans learn sports as part of their education. They learn two or more ball games, such as football or basketball. At high school, they choose groups of boys or girls to make teams. They choose those who are the best at that sport. These teams compete against teams from other schools. In many schools students learn wrestling, running, tennis, golf and swimming. They have teams for some of these sports, too.

The games between schools are often very exciting. Other students, the ones not on the team, love to watch them. They like it if their team beats the other team. They let everyone know this by shouting and cheering when their team is playing well. 
    There is a special club of girls and boys (mostly girls) who jump up and down and shout for their football team. They call themselves cheerleaders, because they lead everyone in shouts and cheers. They wear clothes of a special color- the color of their school’s team. The football players wear that color, too. Each school has a team color and a team name. Cheerleaders call out the team name in their cheers. They practice many hours to learn the special jumping and cheering. Cheerleading is almost a sport itself.

At many high schools and universities there is a big football game once a year and a parade afterwards. This is called “Homecoming.” The highlight of the event is the coronation of the “Homecoming queen”.


Students who graduated from the school like to return for Homecoming to see their old friends and teachers again. Homecoming is an occasion for them to return to the scenes of their youth- to show off their wives or husbands, their children, their success. As an autumn ritual, Homecoming naturally inspires a certain amount of pomp and ceremony.In the parade cheerleaders and football players walk together. The school band plays loud music for their fans and team. The parade is full of the school colors. 
IV.Conclusion
                 Most historians agree that America has made such economic, political, scientific, and cultural progress for a relatively short period of time due to its commitment to the ideal of equal opportunity in education. This is the ideal of educating as many Americans as possible, to the best of their abilities.

To sum up, we can conclude that American school contribute much to the welfare of the country. Students get prepared for adult life. We know that the USA is a real melting pot. People of different races, nationalities and beliefs are brought up together. They are taught tolerance, communicating and understanding. It helps them to succeed in life.

In my opinion, there is no other way to understand people, their character, past and present but through its linguistic and cultural inheritance. If a person is determined to get a closer acquaintance with the inner world of a foreigner, he should study their language and culture, because only through this he can really get in touch with a strange nation. Finding out some facts, materials on this or that country he would no more than get informed develop his intellectual abilities and that of the rational memory.

I think it is important to realize the nature of worldwide American influence in order to be able to preserve Russian culture and traditions in  every sphere of our life including education.  
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