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                                         INTRODUCTION

           Rewards of Russia… What do we know about them? What do we know about people who had or have such rewards? Have we ever heard about those people on TV or radio? Maybe…Unfortunately we aren’t sure. At our History lessons at school we study some historical facts which show us real bravery and courage of soldiers and military leaders or commanders but we don’t study history of rewards.
Sometimes we even don’t know that somebody living near us is decorated with an order or a medal because a true hero never boasts of that.
          This work is aimed to show the rewards for real bravery and courage. Another aim of our work is to draw teenagers’ attention to History of Russia through studying historical rewards. We’d like to wake up patriotic feelings in souls of our friends, classmates and even parents, to make all of us stop and think about our life and spiritual values.
          What methods did we choose to study this theme? First we decided to find any books about Russian rewards and read them. Next we visited some museums where such rewards were represented. Later on we asked Mrs Snezhina, a History school teacher, to tell us about orders and medals of the Russian Federation and guided us round our School History Museum. She also helped us to organize a meeting with a veteran of the World War II who gave us an interview about her unexpected reward.  In addition to that we told the veteran about Dmitriy Afanasiev, an ex-student of our school, who had died during the war in Chechen Republic. We took a lot of photos while we were working and finally Mrs Buhankova, a Music teacher, helped us to find a piece of music for our project. 
         We hope that our work will help to broaden the mind and increase the interest to study English.
          So… let us introduce our work.
                                         THE MAIN PART 

                               History of Russian Rewards

The first mention of special insignia worn by people who had in some way distinguished themselves was made in a Russia chronicle of 1100. It tells the story of an attack by Polovtsy nomads (Cumans) on Kiev being repulsed under Vladimir II Monomakh. Among the heroes of the battle is named one Alexander Popovich, who was later to become the Alesha Popovich of the Russian folk epic. His valiant fighting was noted by Prince Vladimir who, to mark the man down, gave him a gold grivna – a massive ring of solid gold to be worn around the neck.

     In the XV century were recorded the first instances of specially made tokens – “gold pieces”- of varying sizes and weight being awarded, depending on the status and merit of the recipient. It was a genteel practice that, with time, assumed an increasingly symbolic character. The actual value of the object meant far less to the person thus distinguished then its moral significance. Awards were worn on the dress, to announce to the world of owner’s merit.
    According to British diplomat G. Fletcher, Ambassador to Russia in 1588 to 1589, who left an interesting record of the custom in his book on the Russian state published in 1591, to him who was brave before all others, or rendered some especial service, the Tsar sent a gold piece with St.George on horseback, to be worn on the sleeve of the hat, and this was deemed the greatest honour to be had for whatever service. 
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The customs of giving “gold pieces” survived into the late 1600s, and its slightly modified version was still practiced in the early XVIII century. The first medal appeared in 1702. Science then, the “award-making industry” has never looked back.  

               THE ORDER OF ST.ANDREW THE FIRST-CALLED

On March 20, 1699 the Secretary of the Austrian Embassy in Russia, Johann Georg Korb, made the following entry. The earliest mention of the first Russian order, in his diary: “His Majesty the Tsar conferred the title of the first holder of this Order on nobleman Golovin and gave the letter a sign thereof. This brief diary entry appears to be the only known piece: of information, given by a contemporary, about the founding of the Order of St. Andrew the-First-Called.

The first of the Russian Orders had, as its main feature, the “mark” proper – an X-shaped cross of blue enamel, in Imitation of the cross on which St. Andrew is said to have been crucified, with the Saint's figure on it. The Cross was fixed on a broad, sky blue ribbon worn over the right shoulder, except for ceremonial occasions, when the Cross was to be worn on the breast, suspended from a gold chain decorated with multi-coloured enamel.

The Order included an eight-point star, originally embroidered, with a round medallion in the centre that also had the St. Andrew Cross on it. The Cross was surrounded by a circlet bearing the motto “For Faith and Loyalty”.  The inscription sums up the qualities the Order was intended in reward of.

                    THE ORDER OF ST.ALEXANDER NEVSKY

On August 30, 1724, the remains of Alexander Nevsky were brought to St. Petersburg from the city of Vladimir to be buried in a monastery known since that day as Alexander Nevsky Laura. The Monastery had been founded by Peter the Great in 1710, on the Neva's left bank, on the site of the battle in which, nearly 500 years earlier, on July 15, 1240,  Prince Alexander led his troops to victory against the Swedes. For inflicting a crushing defeat on the enemy and for outstanding 

 personal gallantry, Alexander received the honorary title of Nevsky, and was posthumously canonised in 1380.
The first holders of the Order appeared in the reign of his wife, the Empress Catherine. Conferments were made on the occasion of the wedding of Tsarevna (Princess) Anna, daughter of Peter and Catherine, and Charles Frederick. Duke of Schleswing-Holstein, on May 21, 1725. Among the eighteen persons awarded the newly established Russian Order were both officers and civilians. Thus the plans of Peter the Great to found a special military order of merit had been foiled.

The Order of St.Alexander Nevsky, according to the first description in 1797, consisted of  “a red  ribbon over the left shoulder; a red cross with two-headed eagles inserted between its bars, bearing a representation of St.Alexander on horseback; and on the other side his Coat of  Arms in a white field, with a Princely Crown. A star of silver, bearing the name of St.Alexander Nevsky, in a silver field, surmounted by a Princely Crown. A red circlet bearing the motto: For the Labour and Fatherland, in letters of gold”.

                                       THE ORDER OF ST.GEORGE

Russia still did not have an exclusively military order of merit. So, a statute of the Military Order of St. Catherine, in honour of Catherine II, was drafted in 1765. It was to have two classes - with “the Greater and the Lesser Crosses”. The award could be given to any officers of conspicuous courage or lighting skills; or to army officers who hail seen twenty-five years of service and to naval officers who had taken pan in eighteen sea campaigns since their first officer rank.

The Order of Sr. George (more formally known as the Imperial Military Order of the Holy Martyr and Hero St.George) was officially instituted on November 26, 1769. Its Statute says, 
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among other things: “Neither noble birth, nor the past merits, nor yet the wounds received in battle shall be of consequence in conferring the Order upon a person, who may he granted that honour only in the event of distinguished himself by gallantry of outstanding nature to the glory of the Russian arms, besides doing what his oath, honour and duty may demand…” Thus the Order could be given to someone who “leading a troop in person, wins full victory over the enemy force of considerable strength, even to its utter destruction”, or “leading a troop in person, will seize a fortress”. The award could also be given for capturing an enemy standard commander-in-chief, corps commander, and for other acts of heroism. The Statute said further: “The Order shall be worn always, at all time, for it has been justly merited.”

 The order of St. George had four classes. Anyone decorated for the first time received the lowest fourth-class; then second; and finally, the fourth outstanding deed by the same person was rewarded by the Order St.George first class.

The act of valour had to be outstanding indeed to merit the Order of St. George. In the first 100 years of the Order's existence there were 2.239 recipients of the fourth, lowest, claw of the award: 512 decorated with the Order of St. George third class; 100 with the Order of St. George second class: and a mere 20 of those who were honoured with the Order of St. George first class. 

In the entire glorious history of the Russian army and navy, there were only four full Knights of the order of St.George, that is, holders of all the four classes of the award: Field Marshal M.I. Kutuzov, M.B. Barclay de Tolly, I.F.Paskevich-Erivansky and I.I. Dibich-Zabalkansky. 

                 THE ST. GEORGE AWARDS FOR NCOs AND MEN

This award for soldiers and sailors was rounded in 1807. It was in the shape of a plain silver cross attached to the St. George ribbon to be worn on the chest. The Statute specified that the award was to be given “exclusively for action on the battlefield, in fortress defence or in naval combat. Only those of men in the Russian military service on land and sea may be decorated who will display exemplary courage in fighting the enemy” It took an act of no mean bravery in warfare to earn the St. George Cross, such as capturing an enemy standard, officer or general; entering a besieged enemy fort or falling aboard an enemy ship before all others; and other similar exploits.  The Cross could also be given to a soldier who rescued his commander's life in battle.

 In 1856, there were already 151 men decorated with the Soldiers’ of St. George Cross first class i.e., they were holders of the full award.

                                   THE ORDER OF ST. VLADIMIR

September 22, 1782, the twentieth anniversary of the enthronement of Catherine II, was marked by the institution of a new Russian Order of merit named after St. Vladimir. Vladimir, the son of the ancient Russian ruler Sviatoslav Igorevich, was a legendary warrior and statist who had undertaken the enormous task of unifying and strengthening Old Russia. The «gate-keeper heroes” of Russian folklore are an echo of his energetic work to defend Russia's border in the South and South-West; while the great ruler himself appears in most folk tales and legends under the name of Vladimir the Bright Sun.

The Order of the Apostolic Saint Prince Vladimir - its full official title - could be given as both a military and civil order of merit. II was in four classes. The lowest fourth-class badge was in the form of a smallish cross in red enamel with a black-and-gold rim. The face side of the badge had a round medallion in the centre bearing a representation of an ermine mantle on a black-enamel field surmounted by a princely crown. The mantle was marked with an «SV» monogram (St. Vladimir). The medallion of the reverse side bore the date of the Order's foundation — September 22, 1782. The badge of the fourth class was to be worn on a narrow red ribbon with a 
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black edge. Originally, the award had to be worn in the buttonhole, but later the buttonhole was discarded in favour of the left breast. A similar cross worn on the neck belonged lo the higher, third, class.   The cross of the second class, also worn on the neck, was a little larger. Also, the second-class                                                              
insignia included an eight rayed star of the Order, with four golden and four silver rays, for wearing on the left breast.   The round medallion in the centre of the star bore a four pointed gold cross in a black field. Between the cross points were the letters “ASPV”, in gold—anagram of the Apostolic Saint Prince Vladimir. The medallion was surrounded by a circlet of gold on the outside of which ran the legend “Benefit, Honour and Glory», the Order's motto. The highest first class of the Order of St. Vladimir likewise, comprised a star and a cross-shaped badge, but the latter was worn on a broad ribbon over the right shoulder. The conferment had to follow the usual pattern of going from the lowest class to the highest, thought it was not impossible to «skip» one or even two and three classes.

From the very beginning, in the early 1780s, many of the holders of the Order of St. Vladimir at once revived the highest, first, class of the award. Among them are the names of well-known military leaders and statesmen such as I.A. Hannibal, decorated on November 24, 1782, M. S, Potemkin, General A. V. Suvorov.
                                  THE ORDER OF ST.ANNE

In the XVIII century the Russian award system adopted, for the first time, a foreign order of merit, in the name of St. Anne.

In 1735, Charles Frederick, Duke of Holstein-Gottorp, founded the Order of St. Anne, in memory of his deceased wife Anna Petrovna, daughter of Peter the Great, who had died in 1728. The medallion in the centre of the star bore the Latin motto “Amantibus Justitiam, Pietatem et Fidem”, that is to say “To the lovers of justice, piety and fidelity”. The anagram of Latin version (AJPF) coincided with that of the phrase “Anna, daughter of Peter the Emperor" in Latin. After the death of Charles Frederick in 1739, his Dukedom had been inherited by his son and heir Charles Peter Ulrich. In 1742 Charles Peter Ulrich came to Russia, upon being declared heir to the Russian throne under the name of HRH Prince Piotr Fedorovich. He brought with him the Order of St. Anne. Already in February 1742 the two original holders of the award (the Late Duke and Charles Peter Ulrich himself) were joined by as many as four Russian bearers of the Order of St. with a yellow edge to it and a crimson cross whose central medallion bore a representation of St. Anne, trimmed with gold ornamentation between the bars. The ribbon and the Cross were worn over the left shoulder, while on the right breast of the holder was fixed a silver star.

                             THE “FEMALE” DECORATIONS

In 1711, at the battle of the Pruth, Peter the Great came uncomfortably near to a rout of his army. The Russian troops 38.000 strong had been surrounded by 188.000 Turks, and but for the artful diplomacy and generous bribes to the Turkish generals, would have surely suffered a most ignominious defeat. Peter’s wife Catherine I, who was with him there, had given all her jewellery and valuables to buy off the Turkish emissaries, or so the legend goes.

Somewhat later, in 1713, to commemorate the happy deliverance and as a tribute to Catherine’s praiseworthy conduct in that infortunate campaign, a new order statute had been worked out to institute an award, originally named the Order of Rescue, at first used for decorating Catherine 
herself and then only once. On November 24 the next year, her Saint’s day, the Tsarina received the award from the hands of Peter the Great.

 Thought the Statute gave a fixed number of “Dames” allowed to hold the second class of the award and of the “Dames of the Grand Cross” (holders of the Order of St.Catherine first class), 
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under Peter the Great Catherine herself had been the only one. After the Emperor’s death, however, when his wife took over, other ladies of the realm began to be admitted to the Order. There were seven such ladies in the reign of Catherine I; thirteen under Elizabeth (Elizaveta Petrovna); and as many as forty-one under Catherine II. The members continued to grown.

 The First World War gave the idea of an award for women displaying outstanding courage and mercy, though not of a proper Order but a mere badge of honour in the name of St. Olga. The badge had three classes. The first class of the award was a cross with the obverse in light-blue enamel. The limbs of the cross were edged with gold. The round medallion in the centre, also gold-rimmed, showed St.Olga in the golden field. The reverse of the cross had a legend in old Slavonic script “February 21, 1613-1913”, the Tricentenary of the House of Romanov – the date that had served as a pretext for instituting the award.  The second class had an identical cross, though silver where the first class was gold. And finally, the lowest, third class of the Badge was the shape of an oval medallion with a cut-through cross in the middle that was a replica of the higher-class crosses. All three were to be worn pinned to the left shoulder on a white bow. 

 Vera Nikolaevna Panaeva, the only lady decorated with the Badge of Honour of St. Olga, had lost three sons in the war; they were officers of the 12th Akhtyrsky Hussars – Captains Boris and Lev and Staff Captain Gury. All three brothers had been holders of the St. George.

 But by far the most striking, heroic and at the same time tragic cases of this nature occurred during the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945. Anna Savelievna Alexakhina, a common Russian woman and mother of ten, had seen her eight sons off to the front. Four of them did not live to see Victory Day. And when on October 27, 1944, the first fourteen Soviet women were titled “Mother Heroine”, the Order of that name with the figure “1” on the reverse had been given to Anna Savelievna. The same award was conferred on Epistinia Fedorovna Stepanova whose nine sons had given their lives and health for their country.

 But mothers do not want medals for their dead children. This is something we all have to know, never forgetting their quiet and probably the most difficult of humanly possible deeds; and the decorations they wear will server us as a memory aid.

   We wanted to see all those rewards which we had read about in the book and we visited two museums in Moscow. First one was The State History Museum which is situated in Red Square. We had been there for about two hours and saw lots of orders and medals of the 18th and 19th centuries such as the Order of St.George I which belonged to A.Suvorov, a famous Russian general, the Order of St.Anna, the Order of St.Andrew and many others. 

    We also visited The Central Armed Forces Museum which is in Moscow as well.  There we saw a lot of orders and medals which were given to soldiers or commanders for their bravery during the World War II.  All of us really understood that the period the Great Patriotic War showed us rewards of the USSR, for example the Order of the Red Star, the Order of the Glory and the Order of the Red Banner, but we considered it to be impossible not to mention those historical years of our Motherland. It’s necessary to say that from 1922, the year of the USSR creation, till 1991 medals and orders were given according to “Regulations of decorating with medals and orders in the USSR” and the Russian Federation was included in the USSR till 1991. It was heroic time for the USSR and the Russian Federation as one of the republics. In The Central Armed Forces Museum there was a rich exhibition of private things belonged to soldiers and commanders, fire-arms and cold steel, a great collection of banners, pictures which were drown by soldiers and, of course, rewards. We were really impressed with the expositions of the museum and we were asking each other why we had never been there before.

                                In our School History Museum
       After visiting the museums in Moscow we asked Mrs Snezhina.  a History school teacher, to tell us about orders and medals of the Russian Federation and guided us round our School 
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History Museum. Soon we gathered around the table in the school museum and Mrs Snezhina showed us a collection of posters which presented us the rewards of the RF. They were established after 1991. We were explained that some orders were established firstly but others were established secondly after the October Revolution, 1917, for instance the Order of St.Andrew.
The Order was established in 1698 by Tsar Peter the Great, in honour of Saint Andrew, the first apostle of Jesus and patron saint of Russia. After the Russian Revolution of 1917 the Order was abolished and only in 1998 the Order was re-established. The Order of St.Georgy, originally established in 1769 by Catherina the Great, was revived in 1994 by the Russian Federation.
   We were really interested in the Order of Courage because the main exposition of the school museum is devoted to Dmitriy Afanasiev, an ex-student of our school, who had died during the war in Chechen Republic. Dmitriy finisher our school in 1997 and three year later he died in Argunt Gorge and he was awarded with the Order of Courage posthumously.  Mrs Snezhina told us that the Order of Courage is a decoration presented by the government of the Russian Federation.        Established in 1994, the order is presented for "acts of courage or self-sacrifice.       Mrs Snezhina also guided us round the museum and we saw many things found in ground in Zelenograd district: helmets, spoons, knives and cartridge-cases. The students of our school completed an album about veterans of our town and we saw a file which we and our classmates had completed four years before: “A Composition to a Victory Day”. According her recommendations we could guide                                                                 

round the museum our guest Mrs Hvostova, a veteran of the Great Patriotic War but first we met her on the ground floor at the entrance of our school.
                                The story of one reward
Having visited our school museum, Mrs Hvostova showed us of one of her awards. It’s a professional award “the Order of the Red Carnation”. We asked her some questions about that order:
 - When did you receive this award?

 - Two years ago.

 -  It was a surprise, wasn’t it?

 - You’re right, it was actually unexpected. And I was the first who had received such an award.

 - Could you tell us about your patriotic activities which cased the award, please?

 - Yes, of course. I had finished a prospecting school with a rank of senior officer before the Great Patriotic War started. I was a radio-operator.
 - Did you work abroad?

 - Yes, I worked in Romania. 

 - Was it a dangerous task? 

 - Sure, I was caught and sentenced to mortal treasure through hanging. But our armies released the city from invaders. It happened in 1944.

 - It will be never forgotten.

 - Absolutely right. Fifteen years ago I wrote a book about the war.

 - What’s the title of the book?

 - “It isn’t allowed to live twice”.
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                                                             CONCLUSION

     Our work is over. We have been working on it for four months. Not all points are studied and we still have lots to do, lots to research.  Maybe it is the beginning of a great future project and many other students will join us in this work.  Anyway we can say we have achieved the result we expected. We were glad to work together because we became true friends. In addition to that we have enriched our vocabulary and we’ve been practicing English with great pleasure. In fact now we know more about History of Russia than before. We’ve studied some rewards through real people we are proud of.

       We are sure this work can be used at our History lessons or in our School History Museum devoted to the World War II.

        Our work is being waited for by many people around us: our friends, classmates, teachers, parents and of course the veterans of the World War II who live in Silino district, in Zelenograd. 
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