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            1. Introduction. The background to the research work.

   This work is devoted to the Great Patriotic War. Of course this topic is not new and there are a lot of investigations about it, but I wanted to touch upon some facts about the war, to think over why this period of history and especially Victory Day influenced our country and people greatly.
    These thoughts came to the little investigation, which looked like an interview with two women who were young during the Great Patriotic War and remember those hard days and Victory Day very well. These notes are only the beginning of big but very important work, connected with interviews and materials given by our veterans who took part in the Great Patriotic War or worked in the rear to help the Red Army to crush the Nazis and to free the mankind and especially Russia from slavery. We must be thankful to them forever.
2. Some facts about the Great Patriotic War and Victory Day as the brightest event of the millennium
    I’ve asked myself many times, what is the most important event of the century or even 1, 000 years. I think, it’s Victory Day, the GREAT VICTORY in the GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR! Why? In my opinion, there wouldn’t have lived any people of Russia any more, if the Nazi troops captured our country in that war. Thanks to our grandfathers and grandmothers, who defended our Motherland we live nowadays, enjoy peaceful life, beauty of nature, go to school and make plans for the future. Do you remember how that war has broken out? We must remember it forever.                            

     The Great Patriotic War broke out on June 22, 1941. Hitler Germany invaded the Soviet Union without declaring war. The Nazi armed forces crossed the border and bombed the Soviet territory. Though the Soviet forces offered strong resistance to the Nazi troops, the enemy broke through the Soviet defenses.

     Equipped with up-to-date weapons, the Hitlerites and their allies were advancing rapidly. Their advance was in three directions: in the direction of Leningrad, towards Moscow and towards Kiev.

     The Nazi artillery was shelling Leningrad. The enemy planes were bombing Ukrainian cities. The Soviet Command had to surrender Odessa. 

     To end the war before the New Year the German Command announced a drive on Moscow. However, the nearer the enemy drew to Moscow, the stronger became the resistance of the Soviet people. All Soviet Union rallied in the face of common danger. Thousands of volunteers went to the front. Guerilla detachments were operating behind the enemy`s lines. The civilians, men and women, spared no effort to supply the army with provisions and munitions. The fighting army was reinforced with the reserve. Fresh reinforcements were brought up.

     The Hitlerites failed to break down the resistance of the defenders of Moscow. Though the Soviet troops had suffered heavy losses in dead and wounded, Moscow was not captured by the Hitlerites. Hitler`s plan failed. The Nazis did not take into consideration the patriotism of the Soviet people and underestimated the fighting ability of the Soviet armed forces. Besides, the aggressors were not prepared for a winter campaign. The rout of the Nazis in the battle of Moscow was their first major defeat in the Second World War. The myth of the invincibility of the Hitler army was shattered.

     The main objective of the Hitlerites` new offensive was the Caucasus with its rich oil fields. The German strategy was to separate the Soviet troops in the Caucasus from those in the north and prevent them from using the Volga for river traffic. To carry out this strategic plan Hitler concentrated in the Stalingrad area over forty divisions supported by tank units and aviation. The Nazis` plane and tank attack on Stalingrad caused great damage to the city. Heavy street fighting was going on in the suburbs. Most of the buildings were ruined or burnt down. But the defenders of the city, fighting with unprecedented courage, checked the enemy`s advance and a few months later launched a counter-offensive.

     After three months` heavy fighting the Soviet troops broke through the German fortified points and as a result of the breakthrough took prisoner the entire Nazi garrison trapped in that area.

     The victory won over the Nazis in the battle of Stalingrad determined the outcome of the war. The heroism displayed by the Soviet officers and men in the battle on the Volga and the heroes who gave their lives defending their country will never be forgotten.

     In order to repulse the enemy`s attacks in the hard battles fought for Kursk and Orel the Soviet troops used their artillery and tanks, which destroyed the enemy`s fortifications and inflicted on him heavy losses.

     The retreat of the Nazi troops that began after the battle of Stalingrad continued. The Red Army was striking crushing blows at the retreating enemy on all sectors of the front. Driving the enemy to the west, it advanced nearly two thousand kilometres and liberated the greater part of the Soviet territory occupied by the invaders. The enemy circle round Leningrad was broken through and the blockade of the city, which had lasted 900 days, came to an end. Soon after that the whole of the Soviet Union was liberated from the enemy.

     On April 16, 1945 the Red Army and the allied troops surrounded Berlin. On May 2, 1945 the remnants of the Nazi army had to capitulate. On May 8, 1945 the Act of Unconditional Surrender of Nazi Germany was signed. Hitler`s war machine was crushed, fascist Germany was defeated. The Soviet Union and the Allied countries won a historic victory.

     On May 9, 1945 Prague was liberated and the war in Europe was over. The capitulation of Japan on September 2, 1945 marked the end of World War.
 It is a very short enumeration of the events, connected with the Great Patriotic War. It is a vast, huge topic which was covered and will be covered by the researches. As for me, I decided to investigate only one day, May 9 through the recollections of veterans, who can tell us, the young generation about it.
     Looking through some magazines I’ve found some interesting statistics, concerning Victory Day. It turned down, that not only I consider that day to be the most important in our history, but the majority of   Russian people and people from Moscow think the same. They were asked two open-ended questions: “What comes to your mind first when you hear the words “May 9”? The most people answered-“holiday” (63% of people from Moscow and 64% of the Russians). I was very glad, that so many people think as I do. And I should stress again that it is the greatest holiday. 

The second question was: “Why is May 9 a special or important day for you”? And 35 % of people answered that it is a great holiday - the day of our victory. Look at the following diagram (picture 1) and you’ll see that on that day people remember about their relatives and friends who took part in the war and this day causes patriotic feelings.
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                                                                      Picture 1.

 I’d like all people of our country to be patriots, I think that they should be proud of our Great country which gave birth to many prominent people and they were not guilty that war began suddenly and many of them defended our motherland and gave their lives for it, for our peaceful future.

I can’t understand why wars even begin. I think that every problem, or almost every problem can be solved by peace. But everyone would like to have some privileges; would like to be better off than somebody else. That’s why people begin to argue; they can’t compromise, and the war starts. It’s incredible.
3. Victory Day and some glimpses of the Great Patriotic War through the recollections of the veterans.

    Who were those people, who helped our country to survive? There are a lot of films, songs, pictures, books about them. I decided to investigate first of all some books about people who remember that war very well and especially Victory Day, as the most important day in the history of mankind. People from Saratov and from Saratov region were the heroes of that war too. I’d like to tell you about them and about their attitude to the Victory day.

 I like reading fiction about war, think over the fate of this or that hero, but I also like to find information about people, who live near us and saw the terrible face of war with their own eyes. 
 There are few of them now, that’s why I decided to visit some of such people, who remember those hard days and Victory Day very vividly.

First of all I decided to visit our veteran-teacher Vokhrina Klavdiya Ivanovna. She invited me herself. I was very glad, that she has found some time for me. She told me very much about herself, her parents, but she offered to write the main information about that time. It turned out that there is a special “Memory book” of Saratov region, which is called “They helped to win”. Looking at page 241, at the bottom, we read: “Vokhrina Klavdiya Ivanovna, born in 1924”. 
                         [image: image1.jpg]



 At the war time she was a student of the Pedagogical Institute. She began to work in the hard 1943.

The people were hungry, it was cold, but she`d overcome all the difficulties. She was warmed by the love of children, people who worked next to her. The village Levyanka, Duhovnitsky area of Saratov region became very dear to Klavdiya Ivanovna. She had worked there for about 6 month. When people got messages about the death of their relatives from the front, they cried. Grown-up people and children cried. The young teacher cried too. She was very sorry for them... But the war ended at last and Klavdiya Ivanovna remembered Victory Day very well. It was one of the happiest days in her life! The people hugged each other, kissed, sang songs and danced. They could hardly believe, that the WAR, the MOST TERRIBLE WAR in the life of Soviet people has ended. The country was in ruins, the most beautiful cities were destroyed and the most difficult work of building new cities, towns, and villages was waiting for them. But, nevertheless, they were happy.  

Next day I went to one more working woman of the rear – Prytkova Anisya Grigoryevna. She was 13, when the war broke out. When she was at this age, she also helped grown-ups to struggle for the Motherland. 
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She was the eldest child in the family and she helped to knit mittens, scarves and socks for the soldiers who were at the front. Her father was also at the front at that time. There was an accident with him during the war and Anisya Grigoryevna couldn`t help crying while telling about that case. In 1943 Grigory was taken to the front as a soldier and was sent to the 838th infantry regiment, which defended the town Stary Oskol, then Kurskaya Bulge. He was the second machine-gunner together with his fellow country-man Sidorov Ivan Matveevich. The hitlerites attacked and attacked, they wanted to break down the defense, and they advanced.

Two battle friends Ivan and Grigory were looking at these moving spots, bodies of the enemy, who were followed by the tanks, looking as match-boxes. But this great force moved forward step by step. There was a command “Fire!” The machine-gun began to beat as mad, and the Nazis dropped dead. Enemies` artillery answered at once. The shells burst out close to their machine-gun. Suddenly... cartridges ended. Ivan ran to bring them. And at this time the shell fell down to the machine-gun. It was broken and Grigory was covered with big amount of earth. It weighed, was in the ears, eyes, nose, mouth, it was difficult to breathe.

During these several minutes he could see all his life like the stills of the film. “It would be better to be shot, but not to die so hard,”- he thought and lost his consciousness...

Sidorov came back, but haven`t seen his friend, began to look for him. “Grigory,”- cried he. But he couldn`t find him. Suddenly it seemed to Ivan that he stepped something. There were Grigory’s feet.

The heart began to beat very fast. “What should I do?” -  He asked  himself. He couldn`t spare any minitute, because he might die under the earth. Ivan Matveevich began to dig out his friend. He was in a hurry. The seconds seemed to be very long. It was good that it was a big hole under the machine-gun, and some air could penetrate through it from the right. This fact and Ivan`s actions saved Grigory`s life. He was wounded, sent to the hospital. He was cured and taken to the front again. Soon he was wounded again and after the hospital he began to work. And in 1949 in the addition to his military awards he got the medal “For valiant labour.”

So, let`s come back to Anisya Grigoryevna herself. She grew up and came to work to the collective farm, but the war didn`t come to an end. It was very hard to work, but she couldn`t retreat. Her helper and mentor was “uncle Vasya”, the girl – friend called him so. She remembers him till now. He was a middle-aged man, very tall (about 2 metres), with a serious face, but with smiling eyes. They supported the girl very much... Victory Day was the greatest holiday for her after the most difficult times. It was like a wonder and from that time Anisya Grigoryevna knows that the wonders could happen.

So I`ve told you only some facts from the life of two women who remember those hard days and our great victory very well. I think their life was typical for the most Russian people, working at the rear. This investigation will be continued. I’d like to know more about our glorious people, about veterans and about the names, which are written on the memorial, dedicated to the defenders of our motherland.
                                       4. Conclusion

Thinking about their life today I’d like to tell some words in conclusion.
More than sixty years ago the guns of the Great Patriotic War were silenced. Sixty- three years ago the Great Victory was won. However, people who carried this victory on their shoulders and gave peace to every home, now have to take part in another war.

Long ago, in 1945, most of them were from 18 to 25 years old. All of them were winners and were greeted as heroes. The whole world gave them respect for their great deeds.

They became honorable veterans. For forty-six years they were famous and didn't need to complain about their life conditions. 

But in the recent 90s everything collapsed. Both the country which they shed their blood for and the regime they trusted, fell. Severe times came.

Eighteen years more have now passed. After many governmental crises they were remembered. By this time many of them have died. Unfortunately, our society remembers them only during holiday celebrations, meetings, and memorial days. It is a happy time for them because during the rest of the year most of them suffer from neglect and surrenders attention. They know that solitude is one of the most horrible ordeals. On the frontline there were brothers-in-arms near them. Now they live lonely lives. Not so many of them are surrounded with the appreciation of their children and grandchildren.

Veterans, as they themselves say, take part in their «war» with bureaucratic lawlessness, medical and pension problems. Conditions under which they are placed now seem to be an absence of gratitude toward people who, on the one hand, brought us the victory and, on the other hand, have earned great life experience. These people can teach us a lot. 

That is why our government must improve their living conditions. We must be thankful for these People (beginning with the capital letter) for the sacrifices which they gave for the whole world. As for me I’ll try to do my best to continue my work to tell the people about the importance of the Great Patriotic War and about our veterans.
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