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Introduction

The Role of a Personality in the Development of a State
Fates of remarkable people always interested me, particularly if they were historical figures’ fates. We may compare the fate of a historical figure to the fate of the whole nation. Each of his steps, it doesn’t matter what kind of step it was, will be obligatory influence on the well–being of the country. All actions and decisions of a historical leader must be well thought of and be they only right as any of his actions can be decisive, each action is followed by millions of lives. 
The object of my investigation is the role of a personality in the development of a state (English king Henry VIII, queens Elizabeth I, Victoria, Elizabeth II).
The practical value of my work is the following: rich historical material learned by me and represented in this work is very interesting from the point of view of the history and the English language. Learning the language through biographies the monarchs we enrich our knowledge in English.

My work can be used at the English lessons and special courses. 
The purpose of my work is to observe the influence of kings on establishing monarchy as a state system.

The tasks of my investigation are:

1. To discover the life of more outstanding monarchs of England of different ages.
2. To show the meaning of a personal life in the state policy.
3. To investigate the course of roal forsterity of dynasties.

Methods of my investigation:
1. Analysis of the biographies of English monarchs: Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, Victoria, Elizabeth II.
2. Analysis of the state from the point of view as a unique social mechanism, allowing to solve social and public problems.
3. To compare the activity of English monarchs and to show difference of work among them.

Chapter I
A state has been existing for millenniums. It is one of the most ancient institutions which helps the society to solve the most important problems of its being. Since a man has moved from die primitive conditions to civilization a state became an inseparable component of all processes and events held in his history. A state is the main institution of politics. A state belongs to those values without which the existence of a modern society is simply impossible. A state is a unique social machine that lets settle generally important social problems interesting for the whole society.
A state organizes, controls and directs common activity, mutual relations of people, groups, classes and organizations.
The forms of governing make different state. It’s due to the fact how power bodies are established, what mutual relations between them are made up, whom the supreme power belongs to.
If the supreme power belongs to one person and is inherited then it is a monarchy. If supreme power bodies are popular elected then we have republic. Monarchy can be absolute (only one person or sovereign rules the country) or constitutional (parliamentary) when the power of a sovereign is limited by legislative power.
Some investigators point out dualistic monarchy. In this case a sovereign heads the executive power and legislative power belongs to popular elected bodies subordinated to a sovereign.
A state is the main institution of power. The power (carries out) executes its policy by the means of the state.
Any power can be based on:
a. Personal qualities

b. Traditions and customs (traditional)

c. Formal laws.

In all these three cases the power is socially approved or legitimic. Traditional power is gained thanks to customs, habits to obey, belief in firmness and sacredness of ancient orders. Just such ruling is usual for a monarchy. Traditional power is rather similar in its ground to relations in patriarchal family, established on absolute obedience to seniors and person informal way of mutual relations between the head of the family and its members. Traditional power is firm thanks to inheritance of monarch’s power, indisputable authority of a state, multi century’s traditions of honouring the power. “Responsibility is the price paid for the power” — as Winston Cherchill told. Actually together with honour, might and glory the governor has a tremendous responsibility. Well​–being of the state and future of the whole nation depends on the governor, real historical person that is a monarch.
The notion of “historical personality” usually expresses links between political leader's activity and important historic events he influenced individually with due regard for peculiarities of the period he lived in, his moral choice and morals of his actions. Estimation can be negative or significant, taking into account positive and negative of some personality’s activity.
Science knows the notion “outstanding personality” that defines activity of those people who became personification of turning point remaking. “A great man is great thanks to the fact that he has peculiarities malting him the most capable for serving great social needs of his time. A great man is just a pioneer because he is able to see further than others, wants stronger than others. He solves scientific tasks put forward by previous development of social relations and he is responsible for satisfying these needs” (G.Y. Plekhanov).
A monarch is always historical, but not always remarkable personality. To be a monarch is to possess exclusive personal qualities. Since long social philosophy has been the subject of discussion. Scientists were interested both in the point of the matter, machine of state action and in the role of a sovereign in the society, and also political system. So, Italian Nicola Makiavelly (1409—1527) crated an original theory of a society and a state, having taken Platon and Aristotle’s ideas as a ground. Platon’s work “The State” was based on the structure of a society, and Makiavelly’s “The Sovereign” is based on the behaviour of the political leader. In his opinion, the sovereign, wishing to succeed had to know the laws of people's behaviour. The first law says: our actions are ruled by ambition and reason of power (fear to loose and passion to gain). The second law says: a clever sovereign mustn't carry out all his promises. The third law says: one must create evil at once and do good little by little. There are other opinions concerning personal qualities necessary for a political leader as a historical personality. V.O. Klyuchevsky — Russian historian told about main traits of a sovereign according to these positions:
· He must strive to serve general prosperity of the state and people.
· To be selflessly courageous for this service.
· To strive and be able to understand the conditions of country’s life in the very base of formed public relations to find out the reasons of disaster.
· To abdicate reticence and exclusiveness.
· To be conscientious in all affairs, including diplomacy.
· To strive to give all ideas simple clear and convincing plans so that one would like to believe in their use and fulfillment.
Napoleon was sure that if they say that a sovereign is too kind he is good for nothing. Pondering over the fate of the motherland the journalist A. Tulvhinsky wrote: “Neither presidential nor joint power can lead Russia to full well–being for everybody but not only for morally depraved person having fallen greedily upon the people’s wealth have already pulled it asunder. Only respected by everybody, sovereign could help here. Clever, loving the country and its people, rich sovereign capable to refrain from plundering the nation… But there is no such an ideal monarch in the nature”.
Chapter II. Henry VIII

Henry VIII was the second Tudor King crowned. He ruled England at the beginning of the XYI century (1509–1547). He was declined to tyranny and suspicious, but a clever, cunning and handsome man. Henry did much for the glory of England. His talents were diverse — he was interested in music, books and sport The young King paid a lot of attention to religious questions. He was a true catholic and by 1521 he had written an Anti-Lutheran book, for which a grateful Pope awarded him the title of Defender of the Faith. Ten years later first preachers appeared in England. One of them Guindale went to Germany to be taught by Luther. He translated Bible into English there. Henry VHI decided to support reformation to take English Church under his control. Thomas Moore was appointed the Chancellor cardinal. He was a noble man, famous lawyer and a humanist The King demanded the parliament to accuse the church in “putting up” betrayer Wulcy and made himself the Supreme Head of his new Church. It was a dangerous salutation. The English could subdue the arbitrary rule only if the parliament and the church would gain one goal. Now Henry began to close the monasteries and own their lands or sell them. He forbade English priests to send money to Rome and to apply Rome Pope on juridical affairs. Thomas Moor didn't want to be involved in all this and in all this and he retired, wishing to leave political activity. But it turned out to be impossible. The King demanded the former Chancellor to support his reforms fully and publicly and King’s opponents wanted him to lead the opposition to despotism. Such choice had to be done by many European reformers. And all of them acted differently. Thomas Moore wanted by any chance to avoid Civil War. He refused demonstratively to support any of the opponents' parties. But that didn’t save him. Thomas Moor was accused in betraying and was beheaded in 1535. Henry did this reform because he was short of money and wanted the wealth of the monasteries for himself.
There were a lot of reasons for breaking away from Rome, but the main reason was a romantic one. Only a few weeks after his coronation Henry married his brother’s widow, a beautiful Spanish princess, Catherine of Aragon. She was nice and clever and was a true friend to her husband, but she failed to give him a son and after ten years of their marriage England had no heir. Henry thought that England would be weak if they’re no King to follow him and he didn’t want his country to have civil wars again.
This problem had troubled Henry for many years when he met Anne Boleyn, a lady-in-waiting. Anne was not a beauty and six fingers on one of her hands, but the King fell madly in love with her. Henry asked the Pope to give him a divorce so that he could marry again and explained that Catherine had first been his elder brother’s wife, who had died very young. He thought that that it had been a sin to marry his brother’s widow and that the absence of sons was his punishment
But the Pope refused and that made the King of England break away from the Catholic Church. Henry also proclaimed Mary, the daughter he had by this marriage, illegitimate.
Henry divorced Catherine and married Anne Boleyn, but she didn't give him a son either and when Henry got tried of her he had her executed. By his second marriage Henry had another daughter, Elizabeth, whom he also proclaimed illegitimate.
Ten days after Ann Boley’s execution the King married his third wife, Jane Seymour, who did give him a son, but died twelve days later.
All in all Henry VIII had six wives. As he grew older the King became suspicious and ruthless. His fifth wife, Catherine Howard, was beheaded in the Tower, and the last one, Catherine Parr, would have followed her, but she was lucky enough to survive the King.

King Henry VIII left three children: Mary by Catherine of Aragon, Elizabeth by Anne Boleyn and Edward, Prince of Wales, by Jane Seymour. The children’s father never thought that each of his children would rule England after him. He couldn't foresee either that his second daughter, Elizabeth, whom he never loved and proclaimed illegitimate, would become Queen Elizabeth I, the greatest monarch England has ever known.
English reformation has been holding rather slowly. It was supported by the citizen of London and ports, but the peasants of the north and west were against it and rebelled for “kind olden times”. They were defeated as usual, as they tried to resist spontaneous development of the society.
Serfdom in England was abolished and vanished. There were many unemployed tramps in England. The fact is that feudal division made arbitrary rule of the landowners more possible. They could drove the plough–men away from their fields and make their lands into sheep pasture. It was profitable for the noblemen where as rather less shepherd were needed than ploughmen and wool trade to the Netherlands was a profitable affair. Church charity was ceased just after the disappearance of the monasteries. Industry developed rather slowly and all unemployed couldn’t find job. So peasants’ revolts became usual events in England.
King’s reform came to an end in 1539. English Church, headed by the King, was formed, but it had former Catholic customs (celibacy of priesthood only bread, sacrament of the laymen prohibition of the Bible discussion by the simple people). Henry appointed the bishops himself and reduced the rights of the parliament Those who didn’t agree with the King were beheaded. So he created strong monarch’s power, put church under his control and prepared society to the next reformations.
Chapter III. Elizabeth I

Elizabeth I was one of the greatest monarchs ever to rule over Eng​land. Her reign was an age of great adventure, when English sailors ranged the seas of the world and laid the foundations of what was to be​come the British Empire. This, in simple outline, is the story of that reign.

On a fine Sunday in the late summer of the year 1533, more than four hundred years ago, a baby girl was born in a palace at Greenwich on the river Thames, between London and the sea.

Her parents were the King and Queen of England, Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, daughter of an Alderman of the City of London.

The child was christened Elizabeth, Her father and mother, who were disappointed because she was not a boy, did not know that she was to rule over England as one of the greatest Queens ever to sit on the English Throne.

King Henry VIII had been married before, and Elizabeth had an elder sister named Mary. Mary was sixteen years older than Elizabeth, and was a very different kind of per​son. She was to cause Elizabeth much trouble and unhappiness when they both grew up.

Mary became Queen of England when Elizabeth was twenty years old, and at first she was kind to her.

English people at that time were divided into Catholics and Protestants. Both were Christians, but they attended different kind of churches.

Queen Mary was a Catholic. What was more; she was married to King Philip II of Spain. The English people hated the Spaniards, and the Protestants disliked Mary because she was a Catholic. Consequently there were many people who were plotting to put Eliza​beth on the throne instead of Mary.

Many believed that Elizabeth was involved in these plots, and it is indeed quite pos​sible that she was. So Mary had her sister arrested and imprisoned in the Tower of Lon​don.

This was a very grim experience for a young princess who was only twenty years of age. Mary tried hard to prove that Elizabeth was guilty of plotting to seize her throne, but Elizabeth was very clever and was able to answer the charges against her. She did this so well that many people said she ought not to be kept in the Tower any longer, so Mary was forced to set her free.

This did not mean that Elizabeth was free to go where she liked. Mary was afraid that there might be more plots to make Elizabeth Queen of England, so she sent her to live at a palace called Hatfield.

Here Elizabeth lived quietly for nearly four years. She spent her time in learning Latin and Greek, and she became one of the best scholars in England. She also had a very clever man to advice her. This was Sir William Cecil, who was afterwards to play a great part in the history of England.

Elizabeth’s life was not an easy one during the reign of her sister Mary. It was not even safe. Mary was a strange woman who sometimes seemed to be  very fond of her young sister, but at other times bitterly accused her of things of which she was innocent.
Most of all, Mary was angry with Elizabeth because she believed she was a Protes​tant Mary wanted England to remain a Catholic country, and was afraid that when Eliza​beth came to the throne, it would become Protestant.

Often Mary would send for her sister and question her. Elizabeth feared mat if she disagreed with Mary she might again be imprisoned in the Tower, and even beheaded. On one of these occasions Elizabeth threw herself on her knees before Mary, praying that the earth might be open and swallow her alive if she were not a true Catholic.
Elizabeth was twenty-five when news was brought to her at Hatfield that Queen Mary was dead.
Immediately all the chief nobles and Ministers of the Crown came to pay allegiance to Elizabeth, The heralds blew their trumpets and on a scarlet and gold platform before the gates of Hatfield House, proclaimed her Queen Elizabeth of England.
The new Queen’s first act was to make her adviser, William Cecil, Secretary of State. For the next forty years he was Elizabeth’s surest friend and wisest counsellor.
Elizabeth’s retune to London was a triumphal procession all the way. The people of England were tried of the persecutions of Mary’s reign, and the Bishops and the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London came out to meet her, glorious in their colorful robes of of​fice.
The hopes of the people of England were high when the young Queen was crowned at Westminster. They were fully justified. Before she died, England was to become rich and powerful as never before.
Elizabeth was now Queen of England. In those days, England and Scotland were two separate kingdoms, mere was also a young Queen in Scotland. She was called Mary, Queen of Scots, and was Elizabeth's cousin.
Many people thought that Mary, Queen of Scots, ought to have been made Queen of England instead of Elizabeth. Mary was, however, a Catholic, and most of the English peo​ple wanted a Protestant Queen.
Mary herself claimed the throne of England, although she was married to the young King of France, as well as being Queen of Scotland in her own right.
Elizabeth was of course determined that Mary should never take the Crown of England away from her. Then the King of France died, and on a cold day of fog and rain, Mary retimed to Scotland.
Elizabeth’s rival was now her neighbour, north of the River Tweed. Although Mary claimed the throne of England, she was much too occupied in trying to rule Scotland to take any steps to secure it
For Mary was only nineteen years old when she retuned from France, and she found that the Scots were far from being a quite, peaceful people, easy to govern. The powerful Scottish nobles were always fighting one another, and were not prepared to obey a young Queen.
Mary did many things, which made the Scottish people dislike her. She married the man called Lord Darnley who was very unpopular. When he was killed in an explosion, she became the wife of Lord Bothwell, who was suspected of having caused Darnley’s death.
The Scottish people rose in arms against her, and Mary and Bothwell gathered their friends to resist them. The two armies met at a place called Landgside, and Mary’s friends were beaten and scattered. Mary fled across the Solway Firth into England.
Mary was now at the mercy of Queen Elizabeth. As she had tried to take the throne of England away from her, Mary could expect little mercy, even though Elizabeth was her cousin.
The Queen of Scots was lodged in Carlisle Castle and word was sent to Elizabeth in London. Mary hoped that the Queen would receive her kindly, and might even help her to get back her throne in Scotland.
Elizabeth, however, had not forgotten that Mary had plotted against her. Instead of letting her come to London and receiving her as a Queen, she had arrested and kept in a castle in the North of England.
Then some of the noblemen in Northumberland and Westmoreland raised an a and tried to set Mary free. They intended to make her Queen of England, but they were beaten and driven out of the country and Mary was kept more closely guarded than before. For nearly twenty years she remained a prisoner in England.
There are still old inns in England today, which were built in the time of Queen Elizabeth. In many of them Elizabeth herself must have eaten and slept, for she was a great traveller, and was always moving from one part of the country to another.
We can imagine she scene when Elizabeth arrived at an inn in some market town. The soldiers and nobles who accompanied and guarded her would be wearing wonderfully colored uniforms and clothes of brocade and silk, but the Queen would be more magnifi​cent than any of them. Elizabeth loved gorgeously decorated dresses and rich jewellery.
The landlord would be bowing under the inn sign. The common people would be pressing forward to see the show and, smiling, beautiful and gracious, would be the young Queen herself, Elizabeth of England.
The reign of Elizabeth was a time of adventurous deeds at sea. The sailors of Eng​land made wonderful voyages in their little sailing ships and discovered many new lands.
Of all the men who sailed from our shores into unknown seas, greatest was Sir Francis Drake.
The Spaniards had discovered the rich lands of South America and their ships were bringing cargoes of gold back to Spain. They did not want anyone else to get any of this gold, so they tried to prevent ships from other countries from sailing the South Atlantic Ocean, which they called the Spanish Main.
But Drake was not afraid of the Spaniards and he sailed his ship wherever he pleased. Although England was not at war with Spain, he attacked and burnt their settle​ments and sank their ships wherever he found them.
Sir Francis Drake was the first Englishman to sail round the world. He sailed from Plymouth on a winter day in the years 1577. His ship was named the “Pelican”, but be​fore he returned to England, three years later, he had re-named it the “Golden Hind”. It is a name, which will never be forgotten so long as English ships sailed the seas.
Drake crossed the Atlantic, capturing a Portuguese ship as he did so. Arriving at the coast of South America he attacked several Spanish settlements, taking much gold and sil​ver.
Then he sailed on, far to the south and into the Pacific, still attacking and capturing Spanish ships and towns.
Now he had to decide how to get back to England. He tried to sail round the north of America, but was stopped by the ice. So he sailed westward, and after rounding the Cape of Good Hope, he returned home.
As a reward for his great voyage, he was knighted by the Queen on the deck of the ship. Drake was only one, although the greatest, of the sailors of Elizabethan England.
Sir Walter Raleigh was another whose name we honour. Although, like Drake, he was ready to fight the Spaniards wherever he found them, he thought that instead of de​stroying Spanish settlements, it would be better to found English ones.
Raleigh thought more of the future greatness of England than he did of getting rich. So when he sailed to the New World, as America was then called, he took with him men who were ready to stay there and build houses and towns.
This was not easy. Often they had to fight with the Red Indians, and more than once their houses were burnt and many of them killed. But they were not disheartened, and the State of Virginia in America still bears the name of the colony they founded.
The English sailors were right to attack the Spaniards at sea or on land, because Philip of Spain was always plotting against England.
Then a new plot was discovered. An Englishman named Babington planned to kill Elizabeth and to make Mary Queen of England. To do this he arranged with Philip that when Elizabeth was dead, a Spanish Army should come and occupy England.
All this was arranged very secretly. Letters were sent to Mary hidden in barrels of wine, and she agreed to the plot
Elizabeth had very clever Minister called Walsingham, and he knew everything that was going on. So just when Babington and his friends were ready to carry out the plot, he had them arrested and executed.
Mary, Queen of Scots, was equally guilty of this attempt on the life of Elizabeth. For this reason she, too, was executed.
The failure of the plot made Philip even angrier with England. He decided that the time had come to attempt the conquest of these islands, and he began to build ships and to raise a great army.
The sailors of England knew what Philip was doing. In the ports of Spain more and more ships were getting ready to sail against England. Sir Francis Drake decided to attack first
He chose the Spanish port of Cadiz, and with a squadron of English ships he care​fully sounded his way into the harbour.
The Spanish sailors were not expecting to be attacked, and when Drake's ships sud​denly appeared of the darkness, they deserted their ships and made for the shore.
So Drake was able to burn 10,000 tons of shipping. This he called “singeing the King of Spain’s beard”. But the building of ships went on in the Spanish harbours and soon a great fleet was ready to sail against England. It was called the Armada.
In England preparations were made to defend the country. On hilltops south to north great bonfires were built, and by night and day man stood ready to flash the signal from hill to hill when the Armada was sighted.
Soldiers were gathered at Tilbury and here the Queen made a speech to them, every word of which should be remembered. This is what Queen Elizabeth said:
“I know I have but the body of a weak and feeble woman; but I have the heart of a King, and of a King of England, too; and I think foul scorn that Spain, or any Prince of Europe, should dare to invade the borders of my realms. I myself will be your general, and I doubt not we shall shortly have a famous victory over the enemies of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people”.

The Armada sailed from Spain and was sight by Drake, who was playing a game of bowls on Plymouth Hoe. Drake looked at the Spanish sail seaward and turned back to the green. “There is time to win the game and beat the Spaniards too”, he said calmly.

The Armada sailed slowly up the Channel, but it was not left long to sail in peace. From a score of English ports the English ships put out to sea. They were all smaller than the Spanish ships, but men like Drake, Hawkins, Frobisher and Lord Howard of Effing​ham commanded them.
What was more important, they were lighter and swifter and lower in the water than the Spanish ships. This enabled them to sail in under the enemy's guns, fire a broad​side, and slip away without damage.
This they continued to do all that day, until the flagship of the Spanish Admiral Oquenblew up.
When the Spanish sailors tried to get along side the English ships, so that they could jump on board and capture them, the English were too quick for them Over and over again they fired their guns into the hulls of the Spanish ships and darted away unharmed.
Then the wind dropped, and both fleets were becalmed. The Spaniards thought this was the end of the battle, but they did not know Francis Drake.
Seeing a great Spanish ship motionless on the water, a little behind the others, he sent boatloads of sailors to capture it The Spanish could not be pointed down to fire on the rowing boats, so the English sailors fastened ropes to the big ship and towed it away, with all its officers and sailors on board.
The fighting began again, and soon the Spaniards knew that they were beaten. When a favourable wind sprang up, all the Spanish ships, which remained, sailed into Cal​ais harbour.
They were not left undisturbed. As soon as darkness fell, Drake ordered some old ships to be filled with oil and tar and anything that would burn. Then he set fire to them and sent them drifting to where the Spanish ships were al clustered together at anchor.
When the Spaniards saw a line of blazing ships floating towards them they tried desperately to escape. Some collided in the darkness. Others aground. But many of them managed to get away to sea.
These sailed away northwards, continuously attacked, until none of the English ships had any power and shot left
Then the weather changed and a great storm blew up from the southwest There was only one thing the Spaniards could do, that was to try to retune, to Spain by sailing round the North of Scotland.
Westerly gales drove many of the ships on to the rocky coasts of Scotland and Ire​land, and less than half of the famous Armada, broken, battered, and beaten, retimed to Spain.
The great Armada was defeated, but English sailors continued to attack Spanish ships at sea wherever they could find them.
Sir Richard Granville was one of the Elizabethan sailors who will always be remem​bered for his last great fight against the Spaniards.
In his ship, the “Revenge”, he was surrounded by Spanish galleons, all of them larger and with more cannon than the little English vessel The Spaniards open fire, and all through the long day the guns roared. Shot for shot the “Revenge” retuned their fire, until her masts were shot away, her rudder disabled, and her hull torn and shattered.
Still the “Revenge” fought on. Half the crews were killed and the rest wounded. Sir Richard Granville was stricken and dying, and as he lay on the desk he commanded the master gunner to blow up the ship rather than surrender.
Suddenly the Spanish guns ceased to fire. The Spaniards were brave men and hon​oured bravery. As Sir Richard Granville died they stood in silence with lowered flags, in tribute to a gallant enemy.
The reign of Elizabeth has been called the Golden Age of English Literature. This means, mat as well as the great sailors and explorers, there were living at that time men who wrote some of the most wonderful poems and plays in our language.
Among these was a man named Spenser, who wrote a long and very beautiful poem called “The Faerie Queen”.
This poem was written when Spenser was living in Ireland, where he had the good fortune to meet with one of the Queen’s favourites, Sir Walter Raleigh. When he heard Spenser read the early books of this long poem, Raleigh decided to take Spenser to England and present him to the Queen.
Elizabeth was very fond of poetry and was delighted with “The Faerie Queen”. Spenser became a regular visitor at the Court and was granted a pension.
A far greater man than Edmund Spenser was William Shakespeare, the greatest of all poets and playwrights.
Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, in one of the most beautiful parts of England, but he had to leave it because, so it is said, he had been killing the deer on the es​tate of one of the rich men of the district.

So he went to London and soon found work in one of the theatres. These were very unlike of today. They had platforms instead of stage, and they were open to the sky.

The theatres were under the protection of the Queen and the great nobles, and soon the plays, which Shakespeare wrote for the Globe Theatres attacked the notice of Elizabeth herself.

The Queen liked Shakespeare’s plays so much that he was frequently commanded to bring his company to the palace. It is wonderful to think that many of the plays, which we see today, were first acted before the great Queen Elizabeth herself.

The sailors of Elizabeth’s reign did not sail only to the New World. Some explored new ways to the East, where they found India and China, which their ancient civilizations and great riches. The stories, which these sailors brought back, made people realize that trading with Orient might make much money.

When Elizabeth came to the throne England was a poor country. All thought her reign she had tried to make it richer, sometimes by capturing treasures from the Span​iards, and sometimes by encouraging trade overseas.

Here was another opportunity. The Court of the Mogul at Delhi was one of the richest in the world. So Elizabeth sent an Englishman, Sir John Mildenhall, to arrange for trade between England and India.

As a result of his visit, the East India Company was formed. This was one of the greatest trading companies of all time.

Queen Elizabeth had many favourites amongst the nobles and gentlemen who made up her Court, and chief amongst these was Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex.

Essex was not a great statesman or a very wise general, and when he was unsuccess​ful in Ireland the Queen recalled him to England in disgrace. This made Essex so angry that he tried to raise the citizens of London against the Queen's ministers, whom he ac​cused of influencing her against him.

The attempt was unsuccessful. Essex was arrested, imprisoned in the Tower, and condemned to be beheaded.

When Essex was in favour with Elizabeth, she had given him a ring, and told him that if ever he should be in danger, he had only to send it to her, and she would save him. He sent it now, but it came into the hands of the Countess of Nottingham, who hated Essex, and the Queen had never received it

Essex was beheaded in the Tower, and it was only when it was too late, that Eliza​beth discovered how Lady Nottingham had betrayed him.

Queen Elizabeth reigned over England for forty–years. When she came to the throne England was poor. When she died, England was rich, prosperous, united and happy.

Her reign saw the beginnings of what came to the British Empire. The fighting sail​ors of her reign, and the great victory over the Spanish Armada, made England one of the greatest of the countries of Europe.

Much of this was due to the character of Elizabeth herself. She never despaired and she never gave in.

It was reported that when she was very ill, King James of Scotland, who was to be the next King of England, sent one of his nobles to see how ill she was. Although she could hardly stand she dressed in her finest clothes and took part in a dance in his presence.

She died a few days later.

The First Queen Elizabeth 

By L. du Garde Peach

Chapter IV. Victoria

VICTORIA! VICTORIYA!
A queen, who knew exactly what she wanted and what people thought.

Victoria was the most famous figure of English history. We can compare her perhaps only with Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. Many expressions such as: “Victorian Dom”, “the Victorians”, “Victorian epoch”, “Victorian moral”, “Victorian architecture” — had been formed from her name. People tell about it, shutting ayes and particularly foreigners. These expressions tell about English majesty, Great English Myth — myth about nation, which could make turning-point in the world-history and became a face of humanity during three or four centuries.
Queen’s marriage
The image of Victorian epoch, certainly, was too contradictory, but some of its parts were quite precise. At first, it was heroic epoch of manufacture. Great engineers-businessmen George and Robert Stivensons (railway men), Isambard Brunei (builder of bridges and tunnels), William Armstrong (hydraulic and gunsmith) firstly in history showed, that lonely energetic genius could do so much. In 1842 Victoria had done her first railway trip. Such trips became tradition later and all people came out to flap with their shawls and hats to the Queen, who was standing near the windows of the carriage. Darwin and Liyel had done fundamental overturn into views about mechanism of life on the earth. People’s minds had been possessed by ideas of economics and social solidarity. There were two ideological principles of a society. In Victorian’s time town’s routine civilization had been formed: street’s illumination, pavements, sanitation and hygiene, water pipe and sewerage, underground. That time kitchen’s equipment and tinned food’s tins, Photography (Victoria adored photography), musical cases and mechanical piano, toys and post-cards, postage-stamps and a post-box had been invented. Even practice of gifts and Theatrical celebration of Christmas had appeared in Victoria's time. A general culture had been born during joining to achievements of civilization. To cut a long story short, new modernity had been put into shape by Victoria’s supervision. We can consider, that modernity was born in 1851, when the first world exhibition had taken place in London. That exhibition exists with us till now. Its exhibits are base of collection of magnificent Victoria and Albert’s museum. All these things, certainly, are not Victoria’s deed, but she also put on her arms mere. Her particular position into establishment of nation made her symbol of all past. But if she were only a symbol?
Victoria was born in 1819. She had got a simple education. She was not ever prepared to have a throne. They say that she did not know she could be English Queen until she was 12 years old. She had known about it when her uncle William IV had died in 1837. In 1839 her cousin Albert Saxen-Coburg and Gottish arrived at the Queen’s court Victoria had touchingly fallen in love with some what rough but too kind Albert and proposed him. Queen’s marriage was concluded in 1840. They had 9 children. It was an ideal marriage, as model for the whole nation. To have such a model in difficult time, when towns were too filled by proletarians and beggars, when families were broken down from poverty, drinking and immorality, was especially important. All kinds of preachers persuaded people to live in moral, and we could not say, it did not have any use. But Queen’s example that time was rather necessary. There was a terrible situation in the King’s family until Victoria came. All kinds of depravity reigned in court Victoria was the fifty-seventh George’s granddaughter, but the first a legitimate one. Victoria had done absolutely new image for the King’s family. Albert proved to be an ideal husband for a Queen. Albert had a great capacity for work, but not a great for health. The first serious disease made him die. He was 41 years old then. But when he was alive, he worked hardly. Albert managed the household pedantically and rationally (not more than two candles for room). He did a great part of all Queen’s work Albert called him self a “constant Victoria’s secretary”. He made her like politics, and brought her up. The most important peculiarity of their marriage was that she grew up under his emotional supervision. It was important, because Victoria’s emotional heredity was bad. She was nervous, uncontrolled and too fastidious person. For an example she did not like children. Victoria had difficult relation with her own children; she did not say anything good about one of then at all. The same time, she was an importunate, almost tyrannical mother. She wrote detailed instructions to make them behave correctly with people and servants, taught to live. She had written 8 thousand letters to her daughter Vicki, who was married in Germany (“in enemy’s den”, as Victoria told herself). Contemporaries knew nothing about it. If it had been our time, everybody should have known. But if there were not any myth, it would be sorry then.
England was in luck to have such a Queen
Victoria life looks like that. But if it had something more than long reigning and wonderful love in marriage? There are a lot of words about her life in different documents, but her character’s peculiarities were not exceptional Many peoples’ would have the similar qualities, if somebody wrote about them. By the way, Victoria was not quite ordinary or too stupid, she was modest, but supercilious, she always understood her importance, as a Queen. It was enough to make her one of the most famous figures of British history in the epoch, when monarch’s role seemed to be so slight, but in fact was reviewed and transformed. As George M Young (one of the main authorities in Victorian epoch) told, a monarch had got an indefinite, but strong realm of reigning, instead of legible, but delicate prerogative. Victoria was a suitable person in that situation. England was in luck to have such a Queen. It is time to remember, mat in 1837 Victoria, saying strictly, was not the first in a line for the throne. William’s IV brother, Earnest August Cumberland, was between her and the throne. But he had not got the English throne, because he had to rule in Gunnover. And now we shall do a little experiment Imagine, that Duke Cumberland has inherited the English throne. What we can expect from him? The Duke waged war in America against American rebels and then on the Gunnover throne was known, as an obstinate and malicious reactionary. In 1848 he was one of the main hangmen of revolution. The English hated him. We can think, his behaviour into English King’s role would be in the same spirit, and foresee people's reaction wouldn't be complicated. The XIX century on the continent was the century of revolution. Only England had saved itself. But it does not mean, that England was fenced from revolution. Social conflict in English society was too hard. That is why Marx and Engels began to think about proletarian revolution. In 1865 situation was like that, which would be half-century later in Russia. The political system was archaic. Everything had to be changed, and electoral system on the first line. In the XIX century England had gone through three electoral reforms. The fist was before Victoria came (1837). Electoral districts were changed then and developing industrial regions had got bigger representation in the parliament. But real electoral revolution took place in the presence of Victoria. First in 1867 Disrayely (Prime minister) abruptly increased electorate at the expense of work class, and in 1884 agricultural workers got a vote. Electorate was arranged and changed its profile.
Nationalization of monarchy
Monarchy became people’s national instead of aristocrat Nationalization of monarchy took place. May be, firstly in history monarchy was combined with democracy. Victoria was too fitting central person of that political epopee. When Victoria was being crowned (1837), it was clear, that personality of monarchy had important meaning. All last monarchs were not on standard of their aims and purposes. They made monarchy die. And they would have made, if God had not sent Victoria to nation. What difficult purpose Victoria had, we were told the fact, that in 1854 she thought about abdication. It could mean republic. Victoria, however, decided to stay then. But 10 years later Albert’s death, republican spirit began to grow. It was a serious situation. A question about inspection of “civil list” (crow’s budget) was raised again. There were man 50 republican active clubs in all main cities. In such conditions some Earnest August totally could turn that social conflict into real explosion. At least Victoria was not democrat at all. She looked at these changes hostilely, but did not make any intrigues against them. Her mild resistance saved the society from too fast and radical changes and helped to produce mechanism of legetable reconstruction. Victoria herself could be a “people’s nation monarch”. She rally had people's nation spirit. Her last Prime minister, Lord Salisbury told, mat Victoria knew exactly what people thought and wanted. We dare say, the most radical republicans felt, that victim slipped out of their hands. Monarchy was animated, and action of despondence was the next In 1874 Disrayeli had a famous speech into Crystalline Palace, which extolled crown and new empire's strategy at once. From that time, it was clear, that England became a monarchy, and the monarchy became quite functional part of political process in modern tow's society and in the Empire. It so happened, that Victoria was not democrat, but in fact she turned out a sponsor and a garrantee of unforcible democratization of English society. Her son, Edward VII, held on that position. He was, probably, a classical “monarch of influence”, particularly active in foreign affairs. After him, however, and influence of crown began to decrease, although it was not destroyed at all Before The Second World War King’s position concerning the war with Germany was considered, as an important fact Edward III. definitely sympathized with pronazi sins. He abdicated through his love story to misses Simpson, but we could consider, it was a happy coincidence. Scandal through misses Simpson, may be, let avoid more dangerous political scandal In our time prince Charles tried to hold on tradition of “crown’s influence”, so many people dislike him. English political journalist, William Thomas Stad, tried to apply English experience in Russia. In 1905 he went to St Petersburg and Moscow and explained to Russian monarchists and liberals, that they had jointly to help Russian monarchy to do similar transformation, which English crown had done in Victoria and Edward’s time. Stad understood correctly the purpose of Russian society, but not Russian society itself. And Russian society did not distinguish itself by adequate understanding its problems. By the way, the last Russian Queen, Alexandra Fyodorovna was Victoria’s granddaughter. Victoria herself had a bad opinion about Russian monarchy and predicted its death. She was right
P.S. There was one interesting detail. English society was born three times in some torments. And all times the women were midwives: Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and misses Thatcher. It doesn’t prove anything, but it is interesting, isn’t it?
Chapter V. Elizabeth II

HER MAJESTY, QUEEN ELIZABETH II
Elizabeth II is directly descended from William I, the Norman adventure who conquered England over 900 years ago. She is also descended from most, though not all, of the monarchs in-between. Born in 1926, she succeeded her father in 1952. England was a world power when she inherited the throne, but has been losing its way ever since. Its empire has done and much of its economic status as well Respect for the monarchy too has declined in recent years. Elizabeth herself has always led a blameless life, but the antics of some of her family have led to a widespread questioning of the monarch’s continued relevance and a desire by some for a republic. Now monarchy, however, has a great meaning. English majority gives its vote to monarchy. Though Queen almost doesn’t take part in politics greatly, she is an important person in English society.
The Queen’s patronage is an anchor for worthy causes
There are more than 600 organizations spanning life in the United Kingdom that benefit from the patronage of Queen Elizabeth II. It is credit that the Queen has undertaken some short of engagement — in some cases many engagements — with the majority of organizations on this long list. The patronage of the reigning sovereign is prized above all others and a number of the Queen’s patronages were handed down from her father, King George VI. Many more are of worthy causes, which have sprung up since her accession to the throne in 1952. The Guarantee of respectability offered in particular by a Royal patron necessitates careful inquiry by any member of the Royal Family before accepting a new patronage. Applications are almost always refused unless and until an organization is well established, and ministerial advice is often sought before patronage is granted. The Queen is patron of a number of organizations with international connections, including the Scout Association and the British Red Cross Society.
Her Majesty lives by hours
The Queen of the UK is a very busy person. She has a very strict order of the day. Elizabeth II gets up early. At half past seven she has morning tea, in an hour she has her breakfast Queen’s favourite dish is fried eggs with bacon and toast with jam. During breakfast the Queen is looking through the latest newspapers. At nine o’clock she is in her study and is busy with state documents. Every day the Queen has to read about 200 correspondences. At ten o’clock she is reported the most important events. Two times a day so called “Red Box” is brought to her. It has the most important state papers.
Much time is spent for taking part in numerous ceremonies, parties and banquets. The Queen is the central figure in all ceremonies.
Another busy birthday for the Queen
Queen Elizabeth celebrated her birthday twice a year. It is on April 21, when she was born and the other day in June, when the parade of Queen’s guards usually takes place. On her birthday on April 21, Queen Elizabeth II rarely takes time off from her busy schedule but treats it as a normal working day. Usually, each year the Queen, and other members of the Royal family, undertaken more than 2,500 visits to many parts of the U.K Hundreds of invitations to celebrations, official; opening and other special events are sent by organizations to Buckingham Palace every year and these are carefully sifted by the Queen’s private secretaries to ensure her programme of engagements covers many different regions of the UK.
The Queen dislikes the official banquets, tobacco smoke and long speeches, but she is fond of dogs and likes to feed them herself. In the evening she likes to watch TV. Among the feature films the Queen prefers comedies.
P.S. The British monarchy is an enormously popular institution. This is largely due to the fact that it does not actually govern. Government is the task of ministers, who are responsible to the House of Commons, which is elected by people. Although the Sovereign has very wide theoretical powers, they are seldom, if ever used The Queen is really a figurehead representing the country, but she has the power to prevent any politician establishing a dictatorship. The Queen and her family are a symbol that people can identify with. The British public is obsessed with the details of royal family life, and when people feel that the Queen has problem with her children, or her sister, they see her as a ‘real person’ with the same worries and anxieties as themselves.
Our conclusions

1) Monarchy is an important tribute of holding stability in a society.
2) Formal presence of a monarch helps avoiding bloody battles, keeping traditions, uniting nation and providing planned development of the state.

3) Henry VIII created a strong monarch’s power, put church under his control and prepared society to the next reformations.
4) Queen Elizabeth I made the British Empire rich, prosperous, united and happy.
5) In Victorian’s time monarchy was combined with democracy, 50 republican clubs appeared in the country. Electoral revolution took place in the presence of Victoria. New expressions appeared in the country.
6) Queen Elizabeth II influences the foreign policy, maintains authority and power of the monarchy in England, unites the country, sets and regulates relations with other countries. 
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