Sights of Moscow through the ABC

Welcome to Moscow

This work is done in the form of a guidebook for tourists.

Moscow is known all over the world because it is the capital of the largest and one of the most powerful states on the Earth. Moscow receives about a million guests from different countries every day. There are a lot of places of interest in this city, so everyone wants to visit our capital. 
Moscow always attracted, attracts and will attract foreigners.


It is very difficult to see all sights especially if you haven’t got much time. 


We prepared the list of the most popular places with short description in the alphabetical  order.


We hope our guidebook will help our foreign guests.
All these places are worth visiting.
Alexandrovsky Garden. The Alexandrovsky Garden is situated along the western Kremlin wall. It is stretching along red-brick walls that encircle the Kremlin. There is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. In 1967 the Memorial architectural ensemble was set up near it. There are always a lot of flowers at the foot of the monument, especially on Victory Day.
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	Alexandrovsky Garden, the. The Alexandrovsky Garden is stretching along red-brick walls that encircle the Kremlin. There is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. In 1967 the Memorial architectural ensemble was set up near it. There are always a lot of flowers at the foot of the monument, especially on Victory Day.
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	Armoury Chamber, the (the Oruzheynaya Palata). It is a museum in the Moscow Kremlin. It is one of the oldest and richest museums of Russia. It was founded in the late 14th – early 15th centuries. It was started as the collection of royal plates and dishes, arms and armour, ceremonial dresses of tsars and tsarinas and state symbols such as thrones, the hat of Monomach, the crowns and the sceptre.
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	Bolshoi Theatre, the. It is one of the biggest centres of the world musical culture. It was founded in 1776. At present time it is situated in the building built by architect O. Bovet in 1825. The building itself is an outstanding monument of Russian classical architecture. The best ballet performances and Russian and foreign operas are performed in this theatre. A lot of famous singers and ballet dancers have been performing on the stage of the Bolshoi. They are Obraztsova, Plisetskaya, Ulanova, Vassilyev, Liepa and others.




	


	Cathedral of Christ the Savior, the. The original building of the cathedral was started in 1893 and finished in 1883. It was designed by the famous architect Konstantin Thon and devoted to the victory of the Russian army over Napoleon’s troops in the Patriotic War of 1812. The original building was destroyed in 1931. The new building was started in 1995 and finished in 1997.    
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	Diamond Treasury Room, the. The so called Diamond Fund, the exhibition of unique precious stones, is also a wonderful museum. Here tourists can see precious stones and jewellery items of historical, artistic and financial value. They were kept in the Diamond Room of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. But after the outbreak of World War I in August 1914 the stock of the Diamond Room was taken to Moscow along with some of the other treasures. A large part of these was installed in the Armoury Chamber of the Moscow Kremlin. You can see Oruzheynaya palata contains a magnificent collection of treasure.
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	Donskoy, Dmitry.He is the Grand Prince of Moscow since 1359 and of Vladimir since 1362. He led the Russian troops in the Battle of Kulikovo in 1380 where he defeated the Mongol – Tatars. He was born in 1350 and died in 1389. He lived only 39 years.
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	Exhibition Hall, the. In the 19th century the Manezh became a major cultural centre in the city. It was used for different exhibitions. In 1908 the building was used for the first international exhibitions of cars, bicycles and sports equipment. The finest musicians in Russia and Europe played at gala concerts at the Manezh.

In 1957 it was decided that Manezh should be turned into a Central Exhibition Hall. Since then it has housed many art exhibitions which attract over a million visitors a year. It was situated on the western side of the Kremlin.
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	Fountain of Friendship of Nations, the. The Fountain of Friendship of Nations is situated on the territory of VVTs (former name is VDNkH – the Exhibition of the Achievements of Domestic Industry). As in the past you can see shining figures of farm girls that surround this fountain.
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	Grand Kremlin Palace, the. It is a palace in the Moscow Kremlin. It was designed and built by Konstantin Thon in 1836 – 1849. The Grand Kremlin Palace was the Moscow residence of the imperial family. The Russian Emperors usually stayed in the palace when they came to Moscow. It’s situated not far from Senate Square. 


Nowadays different reception parties are held there.
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	History Museum, the. This museum is situated in Red Square. It is a magnificent building. Besides, it is one of the main scientific and educational institutions where we can learn about the life of Russian people since ancient times. You can also see the monument to Zhukov, the outstanding military commander, in front of the History Museum.
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	Ivan the Great Bell Tower. Ivan the Great Bell Tower is in the centre of the Kremlin. It is one of the most remarkable structures of the 16th century. It unites all the Kremlin Cathedrals into a majestic ensemble. There are 22 large and over 30 small bells in the Bell Tower. The stone foundtation of the tower is over 40 meters deep. The tower was first built under Ivan IV and extended to its present height of 81 meters in 1600, during the reign of reign of Boris Godunov.  For many years the Bell Tower was the tallest building in Moscow.
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	Jewellery. If you are fond of precious stones you can visit the Diamond Fund. The exhibition of unique precious stones is a wonderful museum. You can also see a lot of different jewellery shops as well. There are a lot of beautiful jewellery items such as rings, earrings and bracelets there. If you like something you can buy it. 




	


	Kremlin, the. The heart of Moscow is the Moscow Kremlin. It is a famous monument of Russian history and culture. The  word “ kremlin” means “fortress”. The Moscow Kremlin is an irregular triangle. Its walls are 2.4 kms in length and has 20 towers. The first walls of the Moscow Kremlin were made of wood eight centuries ago. Later the Kremlin was reconstructed with stone (during the XIV). The Moscow Kremlin achieved its present appearance by the end of the XVth  century. It is a wonderful architectural ensemble with magnificent cathedrals, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great and palaces. On the 5tops of the Kremlin towers one can see shining ruby stars. The clock that strikes every quarter of an hour is on the Spasskaya Tower. The Kremlin with golden domes and towers attracts everybody’s attention and makes a strong impression on tourists and guests of the capital.
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	Luzhniki. Muscovites are fond of sports. So, there are  lots of stadiums, swimming-pools, sportsgrounds and courts. The biggest stadium is in Luzhniki. It is a green park with many sports facilities: a swimming-pool, a palace of sports, a skating-rink, tennis courts and other sportsgrounds. Moscow was the host of the 22nd Summer Olympic Games in 1980. By that time the Olympic Village, a lot of hotels and sportsgrounds had been built. The central stadium in Luzhniki had reconstructed.
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	Manezh. It is a building on the western side of the Kremlin (it’s near Alexandrovsky Garden). Manezh was built in 1817 for parades and the training of the Moscow cavalry, and as a memorial to the Russian victory in 1812. 


Some interesting facts about Manezh. There is not a single internal support. The roof rests on crosswise timber rafters. The walls are 166.1*44.7 m long. It is the first building of such construction in Moscow. Architect Osip Bove ornamented the building with strong half columns and decorated the walls. The building was completed in 6 months.
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	National Exhibition Centre. Former name is VDNkH - the Exhibition of the Achievements of Domestic Industry. VDNkH was the symbol of the socialist economy. In 1991, the exhibition was renamed VVTs. Industrial exhibitions are still held at this location but today VVTs displays the achievements of foreign countries. A great number of stores on its territory sell everything from one – kopeck items to Mercedes 600 s. The charm of the architecture is preserved.
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	Ostankino Tower, the. It is one of the tallest TV towers in the world. It is only 20 m lower than the highest world’s tower in Toronto. It was built in 1967. At a height 337 meters there is a popular restaurant «The Seventh Heaven». The chairs, which visitors sit at are rotating so that people could see magnificent view of Moscow.
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	Pushkin museum, the. The full name of this museum is the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts. It has one of the largest art collections in Russia and in the world. It was founded by Ivan Tsvetayev and Yuri Nechaev-Maltsev. Nechaev-Maltsev gave 2.5 million roubles to the Pushkin Museum. Tsvetayev  was its first director. By the way he was the father of the famous Russian poet Marina Tsvetayeva.  This museum was open in 1912.
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	Quality. The world «quality» is always associated with Babayevskaya joint-stock company. It is a Russian company which has been producing chocolate since 1804. The company has a long and wonderful history. There is a vast range of chocolate bars and sweets here now. Babayevskaya joint-stock company makes more than 50,000 tons of chocolate a year.

It’s different from any other sort of chocolate. This chocolate is better compared to others!
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	Red Square. It is one of the most popular sights of Moscow. It is one of the biggest and most beautiful squares in the world. Red Square is registered by the Organization of the United Nations as one of the monuments of architecture which has international importance. It was named Red Square because in Russian language of that time «red» meant «beautiful». It is really beautiful. You can see the whole history of Russia in Red Square. There is StBasil’s Cathedral, the Kremlin, the monument to Minin and Pozharsky and the Mausoleum. 
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	Spasskaya Tower, the.  It is the most well-known of all the Moscow Kremlin towers. The Spasskaya Bashnya is the symbol of the Kremlin. It was built in 1491 and got its name from the icon of the Saviour (Spass) that formally stood above the tower gate. The tower is 71 meters high. The Kremlin chiming clock is in this tower.
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	Tverskaya Street. It is one of the central streets of Moscow. It is also one of the longest and busiest streets in the city. The traffic is very heavy in Tverskaya Street. There are many buses, trolley-buses and cars there. There are 3 metro stations in or near Tverskaya Street. The first is not far from Red Square and the Kremlin, the second is at Mayakovskaya Square and the third is at the end of the street near the Belorusski railway station. It is one of the most beautiful streets in Moscow. There are a lot of fine buildings in it. And you can find some of the best shops there.


The building of the Moscow City Government is in Tverskaya Street. At the opposite side of the street there is a wonderful little square with a monument to Yuri Dolgoruki in it.
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	Tsar Bell, the. It is the largest bell in the world. It weighs more than 200 tons but it doesn’t ring. It was made by the Russian cast master Ivan Motorin and his son Mikhail in 1735. Much copper, tin and sulphur, as well as 72 kg of gold and more than 500 kg of silver were used. During the Great Fire of 1737 the bell fell into a pit full of water and one of its sides cracked and broke off.


It is 6 metres 14 cm tall, has a diameter of 6 metres 60 cm. Hence its name – the Tsar Bell.
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	Tsar Cannon, the. It is the largest gun in the world. You can see it in the Moscow Kremlin. It was made by the cast master Andrei Chokhov in Moscow in 1586. The cannon weighs 44 tons and it has never been fired. 
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	University. The Moscow State University is well-known not only in Russia, but in other countries. It is the heart of our educational system. The Moscow State University was founded by M. V. Lomonosov in 1755. It is situated on the Vorobyovy Hills. It is one of the highest buildings in Moscow. It is so high, that one can see it from different parts of the city. The new University building was built in the 50th years of the 20th century.  
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	Underground. Moscow is a very big city, and its transport must be comfortable and fast. The Underground is the quickest and the most convenient means of transport. The Moscow Metro began its work on the 15th of May, 1935. There were 13 stations at that time. The Moscow Metro is the busiest underground system in the world. It carries 9 million passengers every day, twice as many as the London Tube. The longest line takes 58 minutes and 30 seconds to travel 38 kilometers. There are 160 stations now. It is one of the best in the world. It connects the centre of the city with almost districts and suburbs of Moscow.


I want to tell about  one of the facts from the history of the Moscow Metro.

During the Second World War some of the Metro stations were used as air-raid shelters.
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	Vorobyovy Hills, the. The former name of these hills was the Leninskiye Hills. But since 1935 they are known as the Vorobyevy Hills. It is the highest place in Moscow. From the Vorobyovy Hills we can look down at the wonderful panorama of Moscow. The new university building of the Moscow State University is located on the Vorobyovy Hills.
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	Vassily Blazhenny Cathedral, the. It is also the Pokrovsky Cathedral. It is a unique creation of Russian national art. It was built in 1555-1561 by great Russian architects Barma and Postnik. It was built in honour of the victory of the Russians over the Kazan Khanate. It has 9 domes, each of a different colour and pattern

There is a legend that Ivan the Terrible blinded the architects Barma and Postnik because he did not want them to creat another masterpiece.
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	Worker and the Farm Girl ,the. It is a monument which stands by the entrance to the VVTs (former name VDNKH). It demonstrates power and energy.
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	Yuri Dolgoruki. Moscow is one of the oldest Russian cities. It was founded in 1147 by Russian Prince Yuri Dolgoruki. He was a son of Vladimir Monomach. You can see the monument to the founder of the city in Tverskaya Street.
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	Zoo. Moscow Zoo was open on the 31st of January in 1864. There were only 286 animals. But nowadays Moscow Zoo contains about 6,000 animals belonging to 1,000 kinds of animals. The most interesting and the highest erection which looks like a rock is called «The island of animals». There are large wild animals here: bears, tigers, lions and others.


You can also see a lot of other different and rare and even endangered birds  and animals at the zoo.


Moscow Zoo is a place which not only children but their parents enjoy visiting. It is really worth visiting.




