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The wildlife in Ethiopia is very interesting. There you may find the giraffe, the jackal, the hyena, the locust, the mongoose & the hippo. But I like the giraffe most of all.
                        
                                                                                  A giraffe is the tallest mammal on the Earth. They can grow up to the height of 6m. In addition to its great height, the giraffe is also one of the heaviest land animals. Exceptionally large males may weigh up to 1,900 kg (about 4,200 lb). Females are smaller, rarely reaching half that weight. Compared to other hoofed mammals the giraffe has a relatively short body, but its legs are disproportionately long. The front legs are marginally longer than the hind legs, a feature that contributes to the animal’s steeply sloping back. Mature giraffes have large hooves about the size of dinner plates.                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                         Giraffe’s skin has various colors. The giraffes' spot pattern is as unique as finger prints. If you look closely you might think that the giraffes’ skin color is too bright. But in fact it appears to be good camouflage.                     




                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                               A giraffe’s neck can be over    1.5 m in length, but it contains only seven vertebrae—the same number as in most other mammals, including humans. At the base of the neck, the thoracic vertebrae have spines that project upward, forming a hump over the shoulders. These bones anchor muscles that hold the neck upright, in the same way that cables hold up a construction crane.

       For giraffes, bending down is an anatomical challenge. To reach ground level—for example, when drinking—a giraffe has to splay its front legs at an angle of almost 45 degrees. A giraffe’s circulatory system is also specially modified, because the high pressure needed to pump blood up to its head could cause brain damage when the head is lowered. To deal with this problem, giraffes have elastic blood vessels that relieve some of the excess pressure. They also have a series of valves in their neck veins that ensure that blood always flows from the head back toward the heart, even when this means going against gravity.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Giraffes never live alone except the old males. They form herds which contain from 7 to 12 members. Herds have leaders. And only the leader is allowed to raise his head above the others. The other members of the herd can't cross his way.                                                                                                   Giraffes are not great travelers. They cannot walk over swampy ground because their hooves quickly sink, and they very rarely wade across rivers. Giraffes on opposite banks of a river may never come into contact.                                                                                      Giraffes have two gaits—a loping walk and a gallop. When they walk, the animals move both feet on one side of their body in unison, followed by both feet on the other side. When they run, giraffes move the front feet together, then the back feet, swinging the hind feet up and planting them in front of the forefeet. While running, the neck of a giraffe moves backward and forward to keep the animal balanced. . Giraffes have a top speed of about 56 km/h (35 mph), but because its legs are so long a galloping giraffe does not appear to be going very fast.                                                                                                                                                                  
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         Giraffes live on plains called Savannas.   They eat leaves. Also eat grass and drink water infrequently. During the dry season, the animals eat evergreen leaves, but once the rainy season begins, they switch to new leaves and stems that sprout on deciduous trees.
                                                                                                                    
 When there is a choice, male and female giraffes feed in different ways. Males concentrate on leaves from the highest branches, while the females arch their necks to eat closer to the ground. This behavior is so characteristic that a giraffe’s sex can be identified from a long distance away simply by its stance while eating. Male giraffes are also more inclined to wander into dense woodland, a habitat that females generally avoid.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                 One of the most striking elements of giraffe behavior are the duel                                                                                                                                                                                                       between males fighting for mating privileges. Giraffe duels are among the most extraordinary in the animal kingdom. They start when two males approach each other and begin to rub and intertwine their necks. This behavior—known as necking—allows the opponents to assess each other’s size and strength. Often, necking alone is enough to establish seniority. If not, the rivals begin to exchange blows with their heads. Each giraffe braces its front legs and swings its head upward and over its shoulder. If a blow lands solidly—and many do not—the recipient may stagger under the impact, and in rare cases may even collapse onto the ground. More often the contest breaks off after a few minutes, and the loser simply walks away. A    giraffe’s pregnancy lasts        for 15 months. When the calf is born it weighs 70 kg and is 2m high. The moment of birth is dramatic, with the mother standing on all fours and the calf tumbling onto the ground. Remarkably, the calf is rarely injured by its fall. Newborn giraffes are often on their feet within 20 minutes and are soon feeding on their mothers’ milk.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
      A    giraffe’s pregnancy lasts  for 15 months. When the calf is born it weighs 70 kg and is 2m high. The moment of birth is dramatic, with the mother standing on all fours and the calf tumbling onto the ground. Remarkably, the calf is rarely injured by its fall. Newborn giraffes are often on their feet within 20 minutes and are soon feeding on their mothers’ milk.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Newly born calves are at great risk. Despite their mothers’ best efforts to protect them, over 50 percent of all giraffe newborns are killed by hyenas and big cats such as lions and leopards during the first month of life. It is interesting that nobody has ever heard a giraffe's voice.
   Giraffes don't have enemies except the lions. There was a case when a giraffe killed a lion by hitting him in the chest with the front hoof. The lion’s whole rib cage was broken and every rib cracked.   
Their huge hooves are very effective in defending against predators. They are more vulnerable when they are lying down or drinking, because this gives lions the opportunity to leap up and seize them by the nose or throat.                                                                                            
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The giraffe is the better known of two species in the giraffe family. The other species is the okapi, an animal that was not even discovered by scientists until about 1900
. Most giraffes live either in East Africa or in Angola and Zambia in southwestern Africa. Until the middle of the 20th century giraffes were also commonly found in West Africa, south of the Sahara. But populations there have fallen sharply and become increasingly fragmented.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The decline of giraffe populations has largely been due to hunting. In Africa, the giraffe is a traditional source of hide and hair and also of tough but nutritious meat. Hunting of giraffes has not yet had a catastrophic effect, as it has on some of Africa’s big-game animals, but it is a cause for concern. The natural habitat of the giraffe is also being impacted more and more by human activities, reducing the animal’s range.
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                                                                                                                                            Hippopotamus is an African mammal that lives partly in water and partly on land. They can weigh 4,000 kg. Although strictly a plant eater, the hippopotamus has massive jaws with formidable tusks. The animal has an unpredictable temperament and is capable of biting through small boats and slicing crocodiles in half. The word “hippopotamus” comes from two Greek words which mean “river horse”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Hippos have several peculiarities that set them apart from other mammals. For example, their skin is practically hairless and much thinner than that of other mammals of comparable size. Thin skin [image: image5.png]


dries out easily, which explains why river hippos wallow in mud or lounge in water during daylight hours.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Hippos do not have sweat glands, but they do have pores that secrete a reddish-pink fluid. This fluid gives hippos a glossy sheen and has led to the persistent but mistaken belief that the animals sweat blood. The substance acts as a natural conditioner, preventing the animal’s skin from cracking in the tropical heat.
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 River hippos have a number of special adaptations to life in the water. Their eyes are on the tops of their heads and are set in sockets that bulge upward, keeping the eyes above the waterline when the body is afloat. The nostrils also face upward and can be sealed completely during a dive. River hippos usually stay underwater for less than five minutes, but they are capable of holding their breath for up to half an hour. They can walk or run along the river bottom and can even sleep while submerged.
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   In most respects male and female hippos have similar bodies, but males are bigger and have larger tusks than females. This is most clearly demonstrated when male river hippos aggressively fight each other over territory. Hippos give each other deep, serious  wounds with their tusks and if one of them runs away he is chased by painful bites .The fight can last as long as two hours and often end with the death of one of the fighters.

                                                                                                                                 River hippos usually live in herds of up to 15 animals, but groups ten [image: image9.jpg]


times this size are sometimes seen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Both sexes have two pairs of tusks set in the lower jaw. In male river hippos, the larger pair—the canine teeth—can be up to 50 cm (20 in) long, and are sharp enough to rip open a lion or seriously wound a [image: image10.jpg]


rival.  These teeth grow through their life. The biggest, which was measured, was 64, 5 cm long.                                                                                                                   Hippos live relatively long lives. In the wild, river hippos live about 40 years, but in captivity they have survived into their early 60s. 
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The female hippo gives birth to a single calf or, much more rarely, to twins. River hippos frequently have their calves in shallow water. A river hippo calf, weighing up to 55 kg (120 lb) at birth, can swim before it can walk, and it drinks its mother’s milk underwater, surfacing every few seconds to breathe.
 Female hippos take on all the responsibility of looking after their young and are fiercely protective parents. Their calves are vulnerable to attack by lions and hyenas on land and by crocodiles in the water.                                                                              When a mother hippo floats in the water, the young calf sometimes rides on the mother’s back—behavior that helps protect the young from crocodile attack. In addition to fending off predators, nursing females will also fight off encroaching adult male hippos and attack any small boats that come too close.
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Hippos have good vision and hearing but find food mainly by smell.   

The hippo paths are a remarkable sight. Many generations of hippos have made trenches leading from water to fields 1,5m deep. A disturbed animal rushes to the water by this path with the speed of a train. Getting in his way is not recommended.                                                         These animals can devastate fields during their nightly grazing, and they also make life dangerous for anyone who travels in small boats. However, habitat change may present a more serious threat to the hippo’s future in the long term. People convert more and more of the hippo’s grazing grounds into farmland, decreasing the animal’s food supply. To preserve hippo habitat, governments and environmental groups have created a number of small sanctuaries. 
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Now I’d like to tell you about the mongoose. The mongoose is a small carnivore animal found in Africa and Asia. The head and body of a typical mongoose are total of 25 to 65 cm long. The animal has a tapered head. In the wild a mongoose lives from 7 to 12 years. But in captivity they can live more than 20 years. They hunt and eat snakes, birds and other rodents. They are known to attack even the most poisonous snakes.
The interesting thing is that the mongoose species were worshiped in ancient Egypt as Mafdet: a goddess known to destroy snakes and scorpions.

The mongoose species have been introduced to many areas of the world to control rodents and snakes. But mongoose’s started to attack small farm animals. 
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Caracal, also Persian lynx, is a cat native to the savannas and dry, rocky hills of Africa. The caracal is 60 to 92 cm in head and body length, with a tail length of 23 to 31 cm. It is 38 to 50 cm high at the shoulder, and weighs 13 to 19 kg. It has a reddish-brown coat, white belly, and tufts of black hair on the tips of its ears (the name caracal means “black ears” in Turkish).                                                                        
Caracals prey on rodents, birds, and small antelope. In India and Iran caracals are sometimes tamed and used for hunting because of their speed and agility. They also go after nesting or roosting birds at the tops of trees and have been known to attack eagles.                                                                          The caracal has been overhunted but is now a protected species.
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 The hyena looks like a dog but belongs to the Mustelidae family. It can weigh 80 kg and may have the height of 1,9 m .The front part of the hyena’s body is usually higher than the back. They live in caves, small holes and bushes. They usually live in herds. The aggressive hyenas are dangerous to large animals’ even old lions. They can run with the speed of 53 km/h. Before hunting the hyenas [image: image19.jpg]


make horrible sounds and laughs.                                              
 Most active at night, hyenas typically scavenge the kills of other animals, feeding on the body parts left behind. They are able to bite through tough hides and crush and digest large bones. Indigestible materials, such as hair, hooves, and horns, are formed into pellets in the digestive tract and regurgitated through the mouth. Hyenas also make their own kills. Capable of running up to 65 km/h (40 mph), individual hyenas will attack sheep, goats, wildebeest, and other animals, and they will form packs of ten or more to bring down a zebra. 
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A hyena’s pregnancy lasts approximately 110 days.
When the babies are born they can see, hear and walk.
The female gives birth to 1-3
 puppies.
At birth they weigh about 1,6kg, but after three months they can weigh as much as 14kg. 









  The hyena's range spans Africa, the Middle East, and southwestern Asia, including India. In prehistoric times, hyenas also roamed Europe. Their habitat is usually open plains and grasslands, but they are sometimes found in rocky terrain, brush-covered areas, and open forests.






There are three species of hyenas: the spotted hyena, the striped hyena, and the brown hyena. Of these, the spotted hyena is the largest, measuring about 2 m long, including its 30 cm tail. It weighs up to 86 kg. Adults of this species are brown-gray with dark brown or black spots. The spotted hyena sometimes makes an eerie call that sounds like a human laugh, earning this animal the name of the laughing hyena. 
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Hyenas usually associate in strongly territorial clans, which are centered around communal dens. A clan may consist of 10 or 12 females, 20 young, known as whelps, and a number of males on the fringes. Pair bonding is not evident, and the female, larger than the male, selects her mating partners.

































                                                


In many areas hyenas have traditionally been hunted by humans, who view them as predators of livestock. Habitat loss and persecution by humans have threatened hyenas in some areas. The brown hyena’s numbers have been somewhat reduced in some areas due to competition with spotted hyenas.   
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The tsetse fly is found in forests and along the edges of rivers and lakes of central Africa. They have biting mouth parts and large proboscis extending horizontally from the tip of the head. The female periodically produces one full –size larva and buries it in the ground or among decayed leaves. There the larva becomes an adult. The common tsetse fly transmits the parasitic protozoan that produces fatal disease known as the sleeping sickness, or nagana. This disease affects many cattle. But animals perennially subjected to the disease become immune. The adults are brown above and brown with yellow stripes below. The prevalence of tsetse is believed to be a major factor in settlement patterns in Africa, including the low population densities of large areas of the savanna.
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Zebras are primarily grazing animals, feeding on coarse grass. Zebras face many predators, particularly lions and hyenas, but over the last 200 years humans have posed a greater threat to their survival.    
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 Today, both Gravy’s zebra and the mountain zebra are endangered by hunting and habitat loGrévy’s zebra is the best at coping with drought conditions. It lives in grasslands and thorny scrublands on the borders of northern Kenya, Somalia, and Ethiopia, a harsh region scorched by high temperatures. During the dry season when rivers, streams, and other surface waters often dry up, Gravy’s zebras survive by using their  hooves to dig waterholes in riverbed sand.                                                                                                                         
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Like horses, zebras have keen hearing. They turn their ears and large eyes toward the source of a sound to quickly pick up any movements or noises that might indicate danger. The position of their ears also helps to show their mood, another characteristic that zebras and horses share. For instance, ears that flick back and forth indicate the zebra is distressed.
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 Their sense of smell is not particularly well developed, but like most grassland mammals, zebras are very sensitive to smoke, a useful feature in habitats where lightning strikes sometimes start grassfires.
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Each zebra species has a different stripe pattern, and no two individuals within a species have exactly the same markings. The Grévy’s zebra has narrow stripes set closely together. Because zebras spend so much time eating, they are an easy target for predators, and some zoologists have suggested that zebra stripes act as a protective camouflage. According to this theory, their bold markings break up their body outline, making them difficult to see from far away. 
Another explanation for zebra markings is that in a herd, zebra stripes confuse would-be attackers by making it hard for them to single out an individual animal from a backdrop of constantly shifting stripes. 
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To many experts, a more convincing explanation for zebra stripes lies in their social life. Like most members of the horse family, zebras are highly gregarious, and they constantly seek out each other’s company. Their stripes may act like an identity badge, helping individual animals stay in contact with one another. 
Very occasionally, unstriped zebras do occur, and these animals tend to stay isolated from their own kind—suggesting to some scientists that zebra stripes act more as a way to develop social relationships than as a form of camouflage.

Zebras walk most of the time, typically reserving the gallop for emergencies. They can reach a top speed of about 55 km/h, making zebras slower than most horses, but their stamina helps them outdistance enemies provided they get a head start.
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 If zebras are cornered, they kick out with their back hooves, delivering a powerful blow that can send hyenas and young lions flying through the air.
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Zebras usually live in groups known as herds. Once a stallion has assembled a group of mares, it faces the constant threat of being displaced by a more powerful rival. When an intruder does appear, the resident stallion issues a challenge by touching noses or rubbing shoulders with the rival.
 If the rival male does not give way, a fight breaks out, with the two stallions biting each other’s neck or legs, and as a last resort, kicking with their back legs. Unlike some courtship contests in the animal world, these fights are as dangerous as they look, and severe injuries can result.
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For all zebras, physical contact plays an important part in daily life. Pairs of adults, as well as mothers and foals, often groom each other. They stand side by side, with the head of one zebra adjacent to the tail of its partner in order to nibble each other’s fur. Zebras also rest in this position, because it enables them to use their tails to keep flies away from each other’s faces. This stance has another advantage: Together, the two animals have a complete 360° view of their surroundings. Zebras also signal to each other with body language and sounds. Lowered ears, for example, show that a zebra is likely to kick, while a snort shows that it is alarmed.

Zebras adapt well to life in captivity, and make popular zoo animals. Although they are less cooperative than horses, they can be tamed and trained to pull carriages, but they are very difficult to ride. Because zebras are less endure than a donkey and slower than a horse, nobody tries to tame them. 
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Grévy’s zebra mares look after their foals without the help of stallions. In plains zebras and mountain zebras the stallion helps to protect all the foals in its family unit, and also their mothers. If a foal wanders too far from the rest of the group, the stallion will round it up and shepherd it back to safety. Despite the constant vigilance of their parents, only about 50 percent of zebra foals manage to survive their first year.

Zebras have been hunted for thousands of years, both for their meat and for their hides. Primitive hunting techniques probably had only a minor impact on zebra populations, but the introduction of firearms by European settlers made zebras much more vulnerable. 
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During the 19th century the quagga, a species of zebra that lived in South Africa, was hunted to extinction. The last captive specimen, held in the Amsterdam Zoo, died in 1883, several years after the species had vanished in the wild.
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Fennec is a common name for a small canid of the deserts of northern Africa. The fennec's body is about 35.7 to 40.7 cm long; the bushy tail is about 17.8 to 30.5 cm long. The fennec is pale brown to almost white and closely resembles its relative, the fox, except for the erect ears, each of which is as large as the face.
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The fennec can dig with great speed, and when pursued, it seems almost to dive into the sand. Its burrow is lined with a collection of soft material, such as bits of fur and feathers.
The fennec usually sleeps during the day, coming out at night to seek its prey. It feeds mainly on mice, small birds, lizards, and insects and sometimes supplements this diet with fruit.
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 The fennec sometimes drinks at water holes, although studies suggest that it need not do so. The ability of fennecs to go without water for indefinite periods of time is an adaptation to their desert habitat.
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Mamba is common name for four venomous snakes in the cobra family, found in tropical and southern Africa. Mambas are among the swiftest snakes. All have narrow heads with relatively large eyes. 
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Their venom is potent; a human bitten by a mamba may die unless treated with antivenin. Mambas are mainly tree-dwelling, but the black mamba, which grows to a length of about 4.3 m (about 14 ft), also hunts on the ground. The other three species are smaller and bright green.      
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Cobra is a name for certain members of a family of venomous snakes, known for their intimidating behavior and deadly bite. 
Cobras are recognized by the hoods that they flare when angry or disturbed; the hoods are created by the elongate ribs that extend the loose skin of the neck behind the cobras' heads.
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                                                                                                                                      Many species of cobras are natives of Africa. Among them is the spitting, or black-necked, cobra, found from southern Egypt to northern South Africa. This snake can spray its venom from a distance of about 2.4 m (8 ft) into the eyes of its victims, causing temporary blindness and great pain. Sometimes cobras mistake belt buckles, buttons and metal bracelets for eyes. When it is angry it can spray poison 28 times in a row.  Varieties of the spitting cobra range in color from dull black to pink, the paler-colored ones marked by a black band around the neck.
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Asp is a common name for a venomous snake of the cobra family. Also called the Egyptian cobra, it is found throughout northern Africa. The asp was worshiped in ancient Egypt and was used as the symbol of power on the crown of the pharaohs. The Egyptian queen Cleopatra is believed to have killed herself with an asp. The bite of an asp was considered as an act of mercy to criminals sentenced to death instead of a public execution.   
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Although a cobra is very poisonous it bites rarely. When seeing danger it takes the defensive position. Usually it is enough to scare the enemy away but if he comes too close the cobra attacks with a false bite. It throws the front part of its body forward hitting the enemy with a closed mouth.   If the cobra bites it doesn’t jump back, it shifts its jaws a couple of times trying to eject a right dose of poison.
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Scorpions are among the oldest land-dwelling creatures. About 1,500 living species are known; most are found in warm, arid climates. They all have a pair of grasping claws and a venom-injecting stinger at the end of their segmented tail. The curved stinger is used to subdue prey, mostly small ground-dwelling insects, and to defend against predators. The sting of most species, although painful, is not dangerous to humans. There are deadly exceptions to this, however-the Sahara fat-tailed scorpion is one. Possibly the world's most dangerous scorpion, it ranges across the North African desert from Morocco to Egypt and eastward into Israel.
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There is a legend about scorpions committing suicide when surrounded by fire by stinging themselves. That’s not true. Scorpions, like some other insects, when stressed can stop moving imitating death. When surrounded by fire a scorpion tries to find an exit and takes the threatening position. When failed, it plays dead.     
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In Africa both black and white rhinoceroses live in open woodland and tree-studded plains, but their feeding habits are quite unalike. The black rhinoceros feeds on leaves and twigs, while the white rhinoceros is the world’s biggest grazing animal, living almost entirely on low-growing grass.
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They have misleading names, because the white rhinoceros is usually light gray, while the black rhinoceros is often dark brown. The white rhino got its name from the Afrikaans word “weit”, meaning “wide”—a reference to the shape of its mouth—while the black rhino may have been named because the animal wallowed in dark soil. In Ethiopia the black rhino is more common.  African rhinos have two large horns and some black rhinos can have 3 or even 5 horns (in Zambian region).
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 African rhinos often wallow in mud, a habit that probably helps to protect their bare skin from biting flies. These rhinos also play host to oxpeckers, sharp-clawed birds that scamper over rhino bodies in search of ticks.  Turtles also help rhinos get rid of tics. If the rhino only lies down turtles come from every direction and start ripping out tics. This operation is very painful. Sometimes the rhino jumps up in pain.   Rhinos live on the same territory their whole life. Even severe drought can’t force them to migrate .A black rhino can’t swim and even a small river is impassable for him.
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    Rhinos go to the water source as far as 8-10 km. Besides, this animal can run relatively fast. On short distances a rhino can reach the speed of 48km/h.   
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Rhinos are predominantly solitary animals. The only stable rhino social unit consists of a nursing mother and her calf. 
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Males mark their territories by leaving piles of dung, and by spraying urine on the ground in a powerful backward jet. It’s not a warning for trespassers, but more like an “information desk”.   Rhinos also communicate with their neighbors by sound, and their calls range from deep grunts to a loud puffing that indicates alarm.
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    When neighboring males meet, one animal may show signs of subordination, for example by turning back its ears. If subordination does not occur, the stage is set for a contest that can quickly turn violent.                                                                                                                                                                      

Black rhinos rarely attack their own kind. They sometimes even help each other. There was a case in the National park of Nairobi when two rhinos were helping a pregnant rhino walk giving her support from both sides. And even if a fight occurs there are no serious injuries. Fighters may have light wounds on their shoulders’.  
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With the exception of these territorial clashes, a rhino’s life is normally one of quiet routine. Most rhinos feed by day or by night, but they are least active during the midday heat. They rarely stray far from water. Rhinos can travel up to 25 km every day in search of water and food.

Rhinoceroses have extremely poor vision, they can’t recognize a human if he is 40m away.  His hearing is a lot better, but the main source of information is his sense of smell. When they are threatened, rhinoceroses sometimes charge toward a distressing scent or sound. It happens because the rhino can’t sense man if he can’t smell him.
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Rhinos always have a single calf, born after a gestation period of 15 to 18 months. The calf may feed on its mother’s milk for up to two years, and it usually remains with its mother until she is about to give birth once more. While the female is nursing the bond formed with her calf is a strong one, and the two animals are rarely far apart.

A rhino’s early years are normally the only time when it is at risk to natural predators. Nursing mothers are quick to respond to any threat when they have a calf at their side. In Africa, black rhinos have been known to kill lions when defending their young.

 A rhinoceros's horn grows throughout its life with the speed 45 cm per 6-7 years. The longest one ever registered was 138cm long.

 Poachers kill rhinoceroses for their horns, which are ground and used in traditional Chinese medicine. Their horns cost 4times more than ivory.
                                     
The situation of the black rhino is also very disturbing in terms of the sheer speed of its decline. In 1970 about 65,000 black rhinos were thought to live in the wild—about 25 times as many as today. Illegal poaching for rhinoceros horn has caused this headlong drop in numbers.
 In response, the black rhino was listed as critically endangered and a program to save the remaining wild populations was launched. 
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National parks use armed guards to protect the animals in the wild. Some conservationists have advocated the drastic step of sawing off the horns of adults, so that the dehorned animals are no longer a target for hunters. Dehorning has been carried out on an experimental basis, but there are fears, that it may reduce the rhinos’ ability to defend their young.
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Elephant, huge mammal characterized by a long muscular snout and two long, curved tusks. Highly intelligent and strong, elephants are the largest land animals and are among the longest-lived, with life spans of 60 years or more. Healthy, full-grown elephants have no natural enemies other than humans.
     Over the past 40 million years, more than 600 species of elephants have roamed the earth. Today only two species are alive—the African elephant and the Asian elephant. The African elephant can be distinguished by its larger size and broader ears that drape over its shoulders. Males, or bulls, may reach 4 m in height and weigh up to 7,000 kg. Females, or cows, are shorter, averaging 2.8 m in height, and weigh considerably less, about 3,600 kg. African elephants are light gray in color, although they can appear dark gray, red, or brown from the mud they bathe in. They have a low, flat forehead and a slightly swayed back. Their fan-shaped ears have the average 1.5 m in length, and 1.2 m in width. Both bulls and cows have long, curved tusks.    
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Despite of his size an elephant is fast, adroit, smooth moving animal. Elephant swims well. When he swims, only part of his forehead and, tip of the trunk stay above the surface.  They easily surmount banks and feel comfortable in rocky mountains.                                                                                                      An elephant's nose and upper lip are combined in a long, limber trunk, an exceptionally supple appendage with an estimated 150,000 muscle units. The versatile trunk acts like a hand for grasping low-growing shrubs and other food and placing it into the mouth; an arm for breaking off tree branches; or a snorkel for breathing when the elephant's body is submerged. Elephants also use their trunks to suck up water and squirt it into their mouths for drinking or over their bodies for bathing. Nostrils at the trunk’s tip enable elephants to detect odors. For faint scents, elephants sample the air with their nostrils. They then place the trunk in the mouth, where special organs pick up the odor. African elephants have two small, flexible lips at the end of the trunk for picking up small objects.
[image: image63.jpg]


Elephant tusks, the paired, elongated upper teeth, are the largest and heaviest teeth of any living animal. The tusks are used for digging for roots and water, stripping the bark off trees for food, fighting each other during mating season, and, in African elephant cows, warding off predators of baby elephants such as lions. An African bull tusk typically weighs 20 to 45 kg and is 1.8 to 2.4 m in length. The biggest pair registered was 4,1m long and weighed 225kg. 
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Elephants lack sweat glands in their skin and their ears act like radiators for releasing body heat. By flapping them, an elephant brings the many blood vessels within each broad ear into contact with the air, which cools the blood before it circulates again through the body. This cooling mechanism may explain why the African elephant, which evolved in a hot climate, has ears larger than those of its Asian relative, which evolved in a cooler area.
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Elephant eyesight is poor, and the eyes are small in relation to the enormous head, which can turn just slightly from side to side. This limited movement results in restricted side vision, and an elephant must move its whole body to broaden its range of vision.



Its other senses—hearing, smell, taste, and touch—are acute. The most sensitive organ is the trunk, which is frequently at work picking up scents of food and danger from the ground and air. Elephants can smell water at great distances and can hear certain sounds from more than a mile away.











Elephants dine on a wealth of plant parts—leaves, twigs, bark, shoots, fruit, flowers, roots, tubers, and bulbs—from as many as 80 different plant species. In the wild, elephants devote about three-quarters of their day to feeding. An adult elephant eats 75 to 150 kg of food each day. 
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 Elephants display complex social behavior, living in tightly knit families that are matriarchal—that is, headed by the oldest female, but males can also be leaders, especially during migrations.   
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Families are composed of sisters, cousins, aunts, and nieces, and their young offspring. These animals may remain together for life. If a family becomes too large, a few females leave to start a new herd. The members of a family bathe, forage, and travel as a group. There are cases when elephants help the wounded escape from the hot zone. 

 Family members typically stay within 46 m of the matriarch, maintaining contact with their calls. If they are separated even for a matter of hours, their reunion is marked by an elaborate greeting ceremony, which includes running, rumbling, spinning, trumpeting, defecating, urinating, clicking tusks, and rubbing each other’s bodies with their heads. The family also defends the young, sick, old, and disabled from predators. When the elder cow in a family dies, the next oldest usually takes her place as leader.  
  Herds holding hundreds of members are very rare. Usually a herd consists out of 9-12 elders, [image: image68.jpg]


adults and young. Even small herds of a few elephants can quickly deplete the food and water resources of an area, forcing them to keep on the move. A herd of elephants migrates seasonally in an extended loop, looking for fresh resources within its home range, which can extend over 1500 sq km. In its search for food, an elephant can travel 5000 to 10,000 km in one year, the longest mammal migration record. 

Elephants communicate with each other through touch, sound, scent, and body language. Shoving, kicking, and rubbing against each other are other ways that elephants communicate. Elephants also raise their voices to communicate, trumpeting as a warning or greeting to other elephants nearby. These animals also produce low-frequency rumbling sounds, which can travel over great distances, reaching the ears of elephants several kilometers away. Recent research indicates that elephants also communicate with infrasound, sounds inaudible to human ears.
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In addition, information is shared through various body poses. An African elephant, for example, spreads its ears wide and may flap them while holding its trunk against its body to signal it is about to charge. 
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Cows give birth to single calves 20 to 22 months after conception, the longest gestation period known for any animal. Cows may give birth alone or surrounded by other cows. A newborn elephant is about 1 m high and weighs about 120 kg. The calf is initially helpless and unable to control its leg muscles and trunk. After one to two hours, the calf is able to stand and suckle.
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One or more allomothers, or "aunts," often assist in the rearing of a calf, staying near the calf, for example, while the mother moves away to forage for food. The more allomothers ,the greater the chances of the calf's survival. For the first 5 years of life the calf must stay with its mother. By age ten, a calf will weigh 900 to 1300 kg. It will attain most of its height between the ages of 20 and 25, but unlike other mammals, will continue to grow at a slow rate throughout life.
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Much has been written about the emotional life of elephants. Observation of wild elephants has proven them to be loyal and affectionate, willing to risk their lives for the sake of others in a family group. Wild elephants have been known to celebrate births of new elephants and to grieve and even shed tears over the death of a family member. In captivity, elephants can become attached to a particular zookeeper or circus worker, refusing to cooperate for anyone else.
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African elephants are now endangered species. A variety of forces have contributed to their decline. Elephants have been slaughtered in [image: image75.jpg]


past centuries solely for their tusks, which are made of highly prized ivory estimated 600,000 African elephants—almost half the population—was slaughtered for ivory.
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Baboon, common name applied to certain large African monkeys and sometimes to the closely related gelada. Baboons generally are adapted to life on the ground and avoid forests; they range in large herds, called troops, over rocky, open lands and wooded areas of Africa and Arabia.
 Powerful and aggressive animals about the size of a large dog, baboons have strong, elongated jaws, large cheek pouches in which they store food, and eyes close together. They have overhanging brows and strong limbs. Baboons can distinguish colors and have a keen sense of smell. They have large, often brightly colored, hairless areas on their buttocks, and thick, sturdy legs. The tail is generally short and is carried high in an arch.

Baboons live in troops containing from 80 to 100 members. There is strict hierarchy in these troops. The leading position is taken by the strongest adult male, and he often defends his right to lead in battle. The leader keeps the troop together, sees out the order and stops fights.  Usually, he sees danger first and warns the others. 

A troop occupies the area of 2-3sq km.    
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Baboons eat various worms, eggs, insects, reptiles, crabs, mollusks, small mammals, fruits, and young shoots.
[image: image78.jpg]


Between meals they rest and often search each other. This procedure consists of riding the fur of sand, insects and loose hair.  Baboons of a lower rank assist their elders, trying to please them. Females take care of the young.
Research shows that baboons use around 16sounds to communicate, each having its own meaning. Besides sounds they use gestures and stares. For example a leader of the troop can stop a fight with just one stare. Sometimes troops fight lions and leopards to protect a member of the herd. 
 One species of the baboon family is known as the sacred baboon because it was deified by the ancient Egyptians and their bodies were often mummified. He represented the Egyptian sun god Amon Ra. 
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The distant relative of the baboon is the gelada. It lives only in Ethiopia on the height 2000-5000m above sea level and form large troops that may contain from 300 to 400 individuals!  They often attack plantations causing great damage to crops. Once, a man saw the geladas digging up corn seeds, which were just planted.   Villagers are forced to guard their fields and shoot geladas on sight. Because of this geladas are very careful and afraid of man.   
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The widely distributed African species, known as the marabou stork, stands about 1.5 m tall, with a wingspread of up to 2.9 m. The adults have a large, inflatable sack hanging from the base of the neck. A wing is 70cm long, the beak-30cm. They feed on virtually anything of animal origin, from insects to decaying elephant corpses. They soar in thermals (rising bodies of warm air) for long distances to find carcasses of game animals, which they eat, often in company with vultures and hyenas. Even the vultures are afraid to be hit by his huge beak.
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 Marabous breed in the dry season, when game is concentrated near water and when lake and river levels are low, making frogs and fish easy to catch. They make their enormous nests on trees and near villages. 
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Vulture is a common name for two groups of carrion-eating birds. The Eurasian and African vultures probably descended from eaglelike birds. 
All vultures are large birds with a naked head and hooked bill.  Its bald head and neck are adapted to sticking its head into carcasses. They feed almost entirely on carrion, occasionally attacking newborn or wounded living animals. Most hunt by sight, soaring and watching for other vultures descending to feed. 
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 A vulture is not an early riser. It must wait for the sun to warm the ground, creating updrafts on which it can soar for hours.

The last animal in my presentation is the lion. This animal is the symbol of Ethiopia and I dare to say symbol of all Africa.
Lion is one of the largest members of the cat family. The lion's size and strength have captured human imagination since ancient times, giving these animals the nickname king of beasts. Lions are also known for their mighty roar, a fearsome sound that can be heard by humans more than 8 km away.
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Lions once ranged over vast areas on many continents. Fossil evidence shows that until about 10,000 years ago, lions lived throughout Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and into Asia as far as southern India and the island of Sri Lanka. They also lived in North America and northern South America.      

 Since then, however, the lion's range has been shrinking steadily. Human hunters have killed countless numbers of lions as well as the hoofed mammals that lions eat. In many places, people have taken over the lion's habitats, which often are good places to farm and raise cattle. These habitats include grassy plains, savannas, and dry woodlands but never thick forests or jungle. Today, lions are found in the wild in only two places on earth. About 100,000 lions survive in Africa south of the Sahara Desert. Another 300 lions, called Asian lions, live in a reserve called the Gīr National Park and Lion Sanctuary in northwest India. In both places, lions continue to be threatened by human activities. Thousands of lions also live in zoos and circuses around the world.

Male lions weigh between 150 and 250 kg and stand about 123 cm tall at the shoulder. They measure up to 250 cm in length, not including the tail, which measures an additional 90 to 105 cm. Female lions are smaller, weighing between 120 and 182 kg. They stand about 107 cm tall and measure less than 175 cm in length, with a slightly shorter tail.
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Lions have massive shoulders and strong forelimbs, long, sharp claws, and short, powerful jaws. As carnivores, feeding entirely on the flesh of other mammals, lions have 30 teeth, including large piercing canines to grab and kill prey, scissor like molars to slice into flesh, and small incisors to scrape meat from bones.
Despite their immense strength, lions do not have an easy life in the wild. They suffer from parasites and disease, they get injured or even killed while hunting or fighting with each other, and they may starve when food is scarce.
 About two-thirds of all cubs die before they are 1 year old. Adult males are usually old and battered by age 10, if they survive that long, and they rarely live longer than 12 years. Females may live longer, up to 16 years, and some are still breeding at 15.
In zoos, where they receive veterinary care and plenty of food—and are not allowed to fight—lions can live as long as 25 years.

Lions are unusual among cats for their habit of living in groups. A pride consists of 2 to 12 adult females and their cubs. All of the females are related: sisters, mothers, aunts, and cousins.
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 Born into a pride, a female will stay in it for life, although a large pride may split into smaller ones. Pride females care for cubs together, hunt and eat together, and aggressively defend their hunting grounds and water holes from other prides. Equally important, pride females must often defend their cubs from groups of males.

Unlike females, male cubs are driven from the pride when they are between two and four years old. If they are lucky, they leave with brothers and cousins; if not, they team up with unrelated males. These groups are called coalitions. The goal of a coalition is to join a pride of females to mate and have young. This usually involves chasing off the coalition currently in residence with a pride, although resident males do not leave willingly. Bloody combat may take place, with the larger of the competing coalitions generally winning the pride.
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These periods of change spell trouble for pride females and their young. When new males take over, they try to kill the cubs, which were fathered by males in the ousted coalition. Statistics show that invading male lions kill as many as one-quarter of all lion cubs. When a female loses her cubs, she is willing to mate sooner with the new males. However, females vigorously try to defend their cubs. One on one, a female lion is no match for a much larger male lion. But by fighting together, pride females are sometimes able to save their cubs. 
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Lioness gives birth to one to four young in a secluded place away from the group. Newborns are only 30 cm long. The mother introduces the cubs to the pride when they are about eight weeks old.
When the cubs are born they have a spotted pattern on their skin. These spots stay on the cub’s skin for a very long time. Sometimes, a lion stays spotted all his life. 
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 At about 11 months of age, cubs start learning to hunt with the pride. It will take several years of practice before the young lions become accomplished hunters. Females take care of their young until they are about two.

Living with a pride is important for male lions because they typically feed on the kills made by the females. Lions are powerful hunters, but depending on the prey, they make a kill only once in about every five attempts. Often, lions scavenge, or steal prey, from other carnivores, such as hyenas. For all members of a pride, feeding is a free-for-all. The big males eat first followed by the females, who compete among themselves, no matter which female or females actually made the kill. Cubs receive no special treatment and eat last.

Lions usually hunt at night, alone, or in groups. Their preferred are zebras and wildebeests, but they will go after small hares as well as huge giraffes. Typically, a lion hunting alone will slowly and silently stalk its prospective victim, trying not to be seen, until it is about 30 m away. Then with a burst of speed, the lion will run toward the prey, grab it, and throw it to the ground. The lion kills the prey by biting the back of the animal’s neck with sharp canine teeth or by holding the prey's throat in its jaws until the animal suffocates. If, during a hunt, the prey detects the lion's presence and starts to run, the lion gives up. Although lions are capable of high speed over short distances, they do not have the endurance to chase down an escaping animal. When feeding on a large kill, a lion can eat almost 36 kg of meat in one feeding and then not need to eat for several days. On average, a lion needs to eat about 5 kg of meat daily. How often it must hunt depends on the size of the prey it kills—or on the amount it can scavenge from others' kills. A pride containing 4 lions hunts once a week. 

When feeding on a large kill, a lion can eat almost 36 kg of meat in one feeding and then not need to eat for several days. On average, a lion needs to eat about 5 kg of meat daily. How often it must hunt depends on the size of the prey it kills—or on the amount it can scavenge from others' kills. A pride containing 4 lions hunts once a week. 

 In zoos, lions are fed 1.5 to 4 kg of meat per day. This is less than they would eat in the wild due to their less active lifestyle.  

Lonely and old lions which are unable to hunt common prey may start to hunt humans.  
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