OSSETIA MY LAND, MY LOVE
The republic of South Ossetia is a partially recognized state in the Caucasus. The territory of the Republic is about 3900 square kilometers. The history of South Ossetia starts in the ancient time, but officially the republic was formed in 1843. And since that time this state has been constantly attacked and its not so numerous but proud people have been under genocide on the part of Georgian state.
 One of the first bloody conflicts between South Ossetia and Georgia occurred as a result of Soviet Russia intention to proclaim the Soviet power in South Ossetia. The Georgians accused the people of Ossetia of the cooperation with the Bolsheviks. In June 1920 the first punitive operation was held. It resulted in the death of more than 5 thousand local people. The annihilation of the so called enemies of the Georgian state was enormous. Peaceful people were tortured and killed for unknown sins. So tough operations made by the Georgian powers affected the people of Ossetia and its future generations greatly. Even time couldn’t cure the heart wounds and the pain of loss of close people and relatives.
Much time had passed before the people of south Ossetia could overcome these obstacles appeared as a result of the events of 1920. The relations between the Georgians and the Ossetia’s have been improved since. People of Georgia and Ossetia live in the neighborhoods, as they are situated very close to each other and have a common state boarder. Representatives of both nations live in some villages side by side.
After 1920 some clashes occurred in the region, but they were fewer and of smaller size. In 1989 the trouble came back. And the war was broken out. It was a large scale war with its awful consequences. Some events preceded the war. In 1989 November 10 the People Deputy Soviet of South Ossetian Autonomous Area of Georgian SSR proclaimed took a decision to transform it into Autonomous Republic. Georgian side considered this decision as non-constitutional. But taking into account all formal and official stating it is important to make it clear that Georgia couldn’t just lose such a great territory named South Ossetia that it had owned for so long on the grounds of some historic not precise information.
Violence committed by the Georgians at that time can strike anyone’s imagination as extremely brutal and cruel. In 1989 the river Kura became the greatest “water grave” of the Ossetians. A lot of people witnessed how dead bodies of the killed were thrown into the river. People stopped fishing there. Almost every day the corpses were taken out from the water of the Kura. These facts are known both to the Georgians and to the Ossetians. To stay at the villages reached by the Georgian bandits was absolutely impossible. Moving along the roads of South Ossetia and the mountainous paths was dangerous for life. All transport means were blocked, people were considered as hostages or shot dead at once. The Ossetians do remember all the horror of those days till now. They over lived it but kept it in their hearts.
The peaceful life and hopes of the Ossetians were ruined all of a sudden when this war started. Many people lost their houses, thousands were killed, hundreds were wounded. Thousands of mothers and wives grieved for their killed sons and husbands, a lot of children became orphans. It was the time when people didn’t know what to do and where to find some defense. The time went on, but nothing changed. For almost 4 years all day round people were under panic and fear. Nobody knew who would be the following victim: you or someone of your relatives. The fear of the known killed people from the inside. The life of the Ossetians was like a long constant eternal period of war. That war was not only between two nations, but inside the heart of every man.
Much time passed and people started to come back to their houses, rebuild them and make their lives better. In 1992 after the Civil War there was a coup d’état in Georgia, and the military actions seemed to stop. The relationship between Georgia and South Ossetia had become more or less stable. This vague peace lasted for about 17 years, though even during those years people of South Ossetia couldn’t live without fear and tension. People continued to disappear. From time to time houses in the nearby settlements were set on fire. But the more important things were the ceasefire and the end of the bloodshed.
In 2004 when Mikhail Saakashvili came to power, the situation had become worse. It was he who proclaimed the course to restore the territorial integrity of the country, and to be more exact the course of violent annexation of South Ossetia by Georgia. And it was the beginning of the third the most disastrous and the most violent war. And again people of South Ossetia had to survive in the pain of losses, fear and horrors of war. For 4 years from 2004 to 2008 the tense situation has changed from bad to worse. The capital of South Ossetia Tshinval and other cities were fired regularly at nights. People were kidnapped. Everything had started on a new level. No one either in Georgia or in South Ossetia doubted that a new war would start.
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The year 2008 lasted in bitter expectations. Night firing seemed to warn about the coming war. And so passed day after day. If earlier firing was made three times for two weeks, in summer they were regular. Every night shots from different weapon awoke people sleeping calmly. People who lived in blocks of flats in the outskirts of Tshinval got used to sleep on the floor having made their rooms free from different objects not to get under the heap of broken glass and pieces of furniture. To knock the windows with the boards and to pile those with the mats had become a usual thing. But it didn’t help. The bullets seemed to reach any place in the room. In August 2008 a random bullet got into an 18 year old young man and killed him. And he was not an only man who was a victim of Georgian bombing. The beginning of the war had become obvious, but only a few people could say about it. The streets that had been earlier full of passers-by and playing children were deserted. People got frightened to leave their houses as the firing occurred day and night. Residents began leaving the city. First, they evacuated children. A great number of buses full of children went to the capital of North Ossetia, Vladikavkaz, as well as to the nearby cities Allagir and Beslan. Afterwards elder people were evacuated. But nevertheless many Ossetians including old people and children were left in the city. They didn’t have enough time or any chance to escape.
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And so the thing that everyone was afraid of occurred. At night from 7 to 8 of August the bombing didn’t stop at all. The firing was made from machine guns as well as grenade launchers and mortars and consequently the city was greatly damaged. The buildings that hadn’t been restored after the war of 1989 were destroyed in August to a greater scale. In the evening of August, 8 the firing of the capital of South Ossetia started. The main targets of the firing were the city hospital, schools, kindergartens, state buildings and the districts of blocks of fats. For two days the city was almost destroyed. The houses were on fire, the missiles exploded. People hid in the cellars and hoped to save their lives but sometimes died under the walls fallen down as a result of the fire in the city.
Under the fire the wounded were taken to city hospital where doctors and nurses tried to help everyone. The patients were deployed in the cellar as the building of the hospital was constantly under fire and the hospital chambers were full of glass fragments, medicine and heaps of broken beds.
Many people died in the cellars of the city hospital because of the heavy wounds, the lack of the necessary medicine and equipment. From August, 8 to leave the city and to evacuate somebody were absolutely impossible. It was also impossible to go by the only Zarsk road that led to the nearest city in North Ossetia. There were a lot of emergency sites along the road that were constantly under fire. The emergence cars that tried to evacuate the wounded were also bombed. A lot of civil population was shot dead along the Zarsk road.
In August 9 and 10 the Georgian army approached and entered the city with the armored vehicles. At that time Zhinval was hardly the city where some when civil population had lived happily and prospered. There were no complete houses left. There were partly destroyed and completely burnt buildings and villages. About 30 villages were burnt and the houses were ruined to the ground by the tanks.
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There are no words that could describe all pain and troubles that people of South Ossetia had to survive during that 5 day war, the shortest but the most destructive and tragical war for the whole history of the state.
Almost 6 months have already passed since the developments in August 2008 in South Ossetia. Zhinval is being restored, the population comes back to the destroyed houses and try to start their peaceful life again. People try to forget all pain and grief they had to survive. Many of them could hardly believe that the life around can be improved. They thought it’s absolutely impossible after such an awful war. But life went on and goes on. After the end of the war South Ossetia has become an independent state. It was the matter for the sake of which the people of now independent South Ossetia have suffered so greatly. It was some kind of a sign that after so great misfortunes no matter what had happened there is something to wait for and believe in. But should people bear so many troubles to realize something good? After the war people’s mentality has changed. The eyes of people are very sad. The eyes of children that should be happy and marry are also sad. The wounds of the heart caused by the war are hardly cured even when time passes.
It is true that the world in which people of South Ossetia have lived was turned upside down. But now everything is done to put everything in order. New houses are being built, the whole villages are being restored. But all these can’t return those who would never walk along the streets of the native town, never embrace his relatives and never smile to the friend. Time passes and we can believe that the pain in the hearts of people will be easier. But their memory will keep everything for ever that people survived. And no matter how much time passed and how the history of both states changed people’s memory would never forget everything that had happened to them.
