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Introduction.
       There is no sport in all Britain, and but few in the whole world, so surrounded by mystery, so redolent with romance, as the group of huge, rough-cut stones which people call Stonehenge – place of the ‘’hanging stones’’.
   It is especially beautiful at the hour of dawn, when the sun rises majestically over the ancient stones. Certain of the stones are so positioned that at the summer solstice the rays of the rising sun are caught between them. The effect is magical, unforgettable.

   Stonehenge has long ago captured the imagination of writers and thinkers. Volumes have been written about it, archaeologists and astronomers have disputed and argued violently among themselves as to its origin, its age and its purpose and use through the dark centuries. This debate is far from ended, and certain questions may remain unanswered for ever.

    Stonehenge, in the words of the novelist Henry James, “stands as lonely in history as it does on the great plain”.
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Chapter 1
Geography position and other same plases
      This “Riddle of Ages” is situated on the Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, a country in southwestern England. It is the most famous and probably the most remarkable of all prehistoric monuments in the country.
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Chapter 2
How old is Stonehenge?
     For a long time scientists thought that Stonehenge was built by the Druids.
      The Druids were members of the ancient Celtic order of priests, teachers of religion, and magicians. They led religious ceremonies, settled legal disputes, and served as leaders and advisers to their people. Many of their rites were connected with the worship of trees, particularly the oak. They believed that the soul was immortal and entered the new body after death. The Druids killed animals and possibly people as sacrifices. They studied the flights of birds and the remains of sacrificed animals to foretell the future.
     It is quite probable that the Druids used Stonehenge as a centre for their religious ceremonies. But they didn’t build it…
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     It turned out that Stonehenge is a far older structure. R.J.C. Atkinson, a British archeologist, began making excavations in Wiltshire in the 1950’s. The excavations proved that the monument had existed at least a century before the time of the Druids.
    It was built in three main phases from about 2800 (or probably even 3100) to 1500 BC. During the first phase a single ring of stones was erected and encircled by a ditch and embankment. At this early stage the site also included the huge Heelstone at the entrance and a ring of 56 pits, which were later used for the burial of cremated bodies. They are now known as the Aubrey Holes after their discoverer, the 17th-century diarist John Aubrey.

       The second stage of construction began in about 2400 BC. It is connected with the arrival in Britain of the Beaker people, who got their name from pottery beakers found in their graves. They erected at Stonehenge a circle of huge bluestones, each weighing more than 3 tons. They were brought to the site from south Wales. Like the building of the pyramids, it was an extraordinary feat, the story of which was passed on from generation to generation. 
     The monument was completed in the Bronze Age (1800 – 500 BC). A much larger stone circle and trilithons (horseshoe-shaped sets of three stones, when two standing stones support the third one laid horizontally) were added.

           The great hill forts were built in the area by the Celts in the 6th century BC.

    Researchers think that the construction of Stonehenge took its builders about 30 million hours and hundreds of years to complete.

     Stonehenge may have been used for religious ceremonies until about AD 43. At that time, the Romans conquered the British and abolished many of their religious practices.
[image: image7.jpg]


      Thorough the years, the great stones gradually fell, or people took them to make bridges and dams. Some stones were broken up by those who considered them pagan symbols. But from the positions of the stones still in place, scientists have learned what the monument looked like originally.
       In 1922, the British government began to restore Stonehenge. Some of the scattered stones were put back in their original positions. The government now takes care of the monument and protects it from vandalism. 
Chapter 3
Why was it built?
     There have been many different theories about the original use of Stonehenge.

       In the 12th century it was believed to be a monument over King Arthur’s grave. Other theories have attributed it to the Phoenicians, Druids, Romans, Vikings, and visitors from other worlds. 

       At one time, people thought that the stones had a healing power. This is how Layamon, the English 12th-century poet and priest, described Stonehenge in his great poem “Brut”:
The stones are great

And magic power they have

Men that are sick

Fare to that stone

And they wash that stone
And bathe away their evil.

       Some scientists think that Stonehenge was built as an observatory to study the sun, the moon, and the stars. 
       The British scholars C.A. Newman, Alexander Thom, and Gerald Hawkins have shown that the stones and layout of Stonehenge were probably used to predict important astronomical events, such as eclipses. Ancient stone rings found in other places also have piles of stones that mark the position of the sunrise and sunset on the longest day of the year.

[image: image8.jpg]


       Another interesting theory is that the great stone circle was used to store terrestrial energy, which was then generated across the country, possibly through

‘ley lines’. ‘Ley lines’ is the name given to invisible lines which link up ancient sites throughout Britain. They were though to be tracks by which prehistoric men travelled about the country, but no many people believe that they are mysterious channels for a special kind of power. Ley lines are international. In Ireland, they are known as ‘fairy roads’, in China they are known as lungmei and are believed to extend all over the Earth, and in Australia, the Aborigines make ceremonial journeys for hundreds of miles along these secret tracks.  
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      Modern scholars incline to the view that Stonehenge was a temple of the sun. The fact that it was not build by the Druids does not contradict this theory. Not only the Druids worshipped the Sun-god, but so did ancient tribes all over the world.

      Alongside the theories of the scholars are local legends. Here is one.
      Stonehenge was built by the devil in a single night. He flew backwards and forwards between Ireland and Salisbury Plain carrying the stones one by one and setting them in place. As he worked, he laughed to himself. ‘That will make people think. They’ll never know how the stones came here! ` But a friar was hiding in a ditch nearby. When the devil saw him, he threw a stone which hit the friar on the heel.  That is why the stone which the devil threw was called the ‘Heelstone`. 
Chapter 4 
It might have happened like this
     According to tradition, Midsummer morning at Stonehenge was the occasion of a great Sun worship festival, characterized by human sacrifices.
     It must have been an impressive sight. The country was wooded then and the temple lay half hidden in the depths of the forest. Before the dawn a long procession appears on the spot. It is led by torch-bearers and followed by priests and men beating drums, and a crowd of the common people scared half out of their wits. They gather around the ancient stones, waiting for the rising of the sun. Gradually the sky brightens, and in the dim light of dawn the white-robed priests are seen binding the victim and placing him on the Slaughter Stone. Glorious streamers of crimson and gold flash across the eastern sky, and a choir takes up some barbaric chant.
    All eyes are turned to the Heelstone standing black against the glory of the dawn. Suddenly the radiant disk of the risen sun appears above the mighty stone pillar and casts its rays on the helpless body of the victim. Then the sacrificial knife is raised, and the death shriek of the martyr is drowned in the blare of cymbals which greets the coming of the Sun-god.

    It is probable that something like this really happened. 
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Chapter 5 
Golden Dawn Ritual

       Today, several groups in Great Britain and Ireland practice what they believe to be ancient Druidism. They hold Druidic festivals at the beginning of spring, summer, autumn, and winter. But their chief celebration takes place at Stonehenge on Midsummer’s Day. Every year, they meet here to greet the raising sun and to perform their mystic rites.

      It is probably one of the most interesting and picturesque festivals help in Britain. 

Conclusion  
There are other stone circles in Great Britain, and some are older and bigger, but Stonehenge is the most famous. Who built it? Why? Scientists have the set of versions, but nobody knows the exact reason.

Stonehenge has long ago captured the imagination of writers and thinkers.

William Wordsworth wrote:

Pile of Stone-henge! So proud to hint yet keep
Thy secrets, thou lov'st to stand and hear
The plain resounding to the whirlwind's sweep
Inmate of lonesome Nature's endless year.
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