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Introduction
The world around us is unique and attractive. Since my childhood I have seen around me beautiful landscapes of Kungur and the Kungur district. I admire amazing flowers and plants around me. When I was younger I heard much about the flora and the fauna of my native land and learnt that there are some unique plants growing on Ledyanaya Mountain, for example Astragal Kungursky.
When I began to learn the English language, I studied the names of different animals and birds such as a tiger, a puma, an elephant, a parrot and many others. Among them, I learnt the names of unique animals and birds, which live in Australia and New Zealand. I wanted to learn more about koalas, kangaroos, kiwis and other animals of these fairy countries. This year we devote much time to reading. So, I have decided to collect material about unique animals of Australia and New Zealand in English and prepare some tasks for my classmates.
Fairy Animal World
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There are many animals in Australia and in New Zealand, that you cannot see anywhere else. About 80-100 million years ago, Australia and New Zealand drifted away from the massive super continent of Gondwanaland into the South Pacific. Since then, the areas have been famous for unique flora and fauna. There is a large number of beautiful native birds and plants. Besides, there are direct descendants of prehistoric wildlife, including the tuatara, weta, and giant snail. 
Koala 

Koala is an Australian animal, which looks like a teddy bear. Many people call it “Koala bear". But it is incorrect because Koalas have nothing common to the bears.
Koala is very lazy animal, it sleeps about 20 hours a day. Koala eats Eucalyptus tree leaves, which are toxic to the most animals. The name Koala comes from Aboriginal "no drink". It is true, koalas get moisture from Eucalyptus leaves and that is why, they do not have to drink. It is difficult for koala to find a water, because it is not a fast moving animal.
100 years ago koalas were about to disappear from our planet. People killed most of these beautiful animals for their valuable fur. Nowadays people take special care of koalas and its population grows every year. 
Koalas are not very often seen in the wild. However there are some places where there are lots of koalas, for example, Otway National Park in Victoria or Kangaroo Island in South Australia.
Koalas are not found in Tasmania or Western Australia.
Read the text and decide if the sentences are true or false:
1. Koala does not sleep about 20 hours a day.

2. Nowadays people take special care of koalas.

3. Koala is a New Zealand animal.

4. The name “koala” comes from the South American “no drink”.

5. They have to drink much.

6. Koala is a very lazy animal.

Key:

1. F
2. T
3. F
4. F
5. F
6. T

Kangaroo 
Part 1
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Kangaroo is a unique Australian animal. Kangaroos have large strong legs and feet for leaping, long muscular tail for balance and a small head. Kangaroos are the only large animals to use hopping for moving around. 

Red Kangaroos can hop as fast as 70 km/h over short distances, but they usually comfortably travel at 20 km/h. Kangaroos live about    9-18 years, but some of them live until they are 30.

Kangaroos are marsupials, it means they keep babies in the pouch. Baby kangaroos are born very early, in 1 month. Babies will stay in the pouch for about 9 months, before getting out for the first time. Milk composition produced by mother kangaroo depends on how old is the baby. Sometimes there can be two babies in the pouch, one of them is a newborn baby, and another is an older one, who still lives in the pouch. And the mother Kangaroo produces two kinds of milk.
Match the parts of the sentences:

1.   Kangaroos are marsupials,      

2.   And the mother Kangaroo

3.   Kangaroos are the only large animals

4.   Milk composition produced by mother kangaroo

5.   Kangaroo is a unique

6.   Kangaroos live about 9-18 years,

7.   Kangaroos have large strong legs and feet for leaping,

8.  Sometimes there can be two babies in the pouch; one of them is a   newborn baby,

9.   Red Kangaroos can hop as fast as 70 km/h over short distances,

10. Babies will stay in the pouch for about 9 months,

11. Baby kangaroos are born very early,

a) to use hopping for moving around.

b) and another is an older one, who still lives in the pouch.

c) it means they keep babies in the pouch.

d) Australian animals.

e) in 1 month.

f) but they usually comfortably travel at 20 km/h.

g) depends on how old the baby is.

h) long muscular tail for balance and a small head.

i) before getting out for the first time.

j) produces two kinds of milk.

k) but some of them live until they are 30.

Key:

1. c
2. j
3. a
4. g
5. d
6. k
7. h
8. b
9. f
10. i
11. e

Part 2

Kangaroos mostly lives in the bush area, but you can also see them on the beach or in the mountains - rock wallabies for example.
Wild kangaroo is afraid of people and always hops away. In some places tourists feed animals and kangaroos are less afraid of people. The friendliest animals could be found in wildlife parks. Tourists give them special food and kangaroos eat it from hand.

Kangaroos are commonly seen in the wild. At daytime they are shy and mostly rest in the shadow. They are more active at dusk, night and dawn. At that time, they are a great danger for drivers. It is quite common to hit a kangaroo on country roads.
Answer the questions:

1. Where can you see Kangaroos?

2. Why are Kangaroos afraid of people?

3. Do tourists give them special food?

4. Can Kangaroos eat food from hand?

5. Are they more active at dusk night and dawn?

Key:

1. We can see the Kangaroo on the beach or in the mountains.

2. Kangaroos are afraid of people, because they are shy.

3. Yes, they do.

4. Yes, they can.

5. Yes, they are.

Tasmanian Devil 
Part 1
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Tasmanian devil is a unique animal, which lives only in the Australian island of Tasmania. It is an animal having the size of a small dog with black fur and a large jaw. Devils are famous for appetite and extreme bite force, which is the strongest of any living mammal.

Tasmanian devils are predators, but they also eat dead animals. Devils are famous for eating everything that moves: all native and domestic animals, birds, fish, insects, frogs and reptiles. Devils eat everything: not just flesh meat and guts, but also bones and fur. Nothing is left after them, not even a carcass.
Devils hunt at night, they spend most of daytime in a dense bush or hole. When stressed, they produce very strong offensive smell and make a loud and disturbing screech.
Read the text and decide if the sentences are true or false:
1. This animal has the size of a big cat.

2. Devils are famous for eating everything that moves: all native and domestic animals, crisps, cakes, sweets, frogs and reptiles.

3. Devils eat everything: not just flesh meat and guts, but also bones and fur.

4. Tasmanian devil is a clever animal, which lives only in the Australian island of Tasmania.

5. Tasmanian devils are predators, but they also eat dead animals.

Key:

1. F
2. F
3. T
4. F
5. T

Part 2

Devils were thought to be a threat to domestic animals and were hunted. But in 1941 the government made a law to protect them. Another larger animals called Tasmanian Tigers were not so lucky: they were hunted until the last animal was killed. So, there are no more Tasmanian Tiger anywhere on Earth, and we will never see that animal. 

The population of Devils is quite large, however because of shy behaviour it is very difficult to see it in the wild. The biggest danger for animals is deadly “devil facial tumour” disease, that kills from 20% up to 50% of all animals.
Translate into Russian:

1. In 1941 the government made a law to protect Tasmanian Devils.
2. There is no more Tasmanian Tiger anywhere on Earth, and we will never see that animal.
3. The population of Devils is quite large.

4. It is very difficult to see Tasmanian Devils in the wild.
5. The biggest danger for animals is deadly “devil facial tumour” disease.
Key:

1. В 1941 году правительство приняло закон защитить тасманского дьявола.

2. Где-либо на земле больше нет тасманского тигра, и мы никогда не увидим этого животного.

3. Популяция дьявола достаточно большая.

4. Трудно увидеть тасманского дьявола в природе.

5. Самая большая опасность для животных – смертельная болезнь «лицевая опухоль дьявола».

Tuatara
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The tuatara is an amazing reptile. It is found only in New Zealand, and has lived on the planet for the past 220 million years. It is one of the oldest species alive today. They are different from lizards or crocodiles. 

There are 3 known species of the tuatara, the northern tuatara, the Brothers Island tuatara and an unnamed species that lives on Takapourewa. They can grow to about 25cm in length. This mid-sized reptile weighs between 400g to 1 kilogram. Tuatara means "spiny back" in Maori.
They live in small burrows or underneath bark and rocky crevices. They are nocturnal, and hunt food such as worms, small lizards and small insects. They do this very close to their burrow.

The tuatara can live to an age of 60 years old.
Every 2 to 4 years the tuatara lays about a dozen eggs between October and December. The tuatara buries the eggs and doesn’t take care of them. About 12-15 months later, the eggs will hatch. The young immediately take care of themselves, and they become grown-ups when they are 12 years old.
Read the text and answer the questions:
1. Where is the tuatara found today?

2. Are they different from lizards or crocodiles?

3. How many species of the tuatara are there?

4. What do they hunt?

5. How many years can they live?

6. Does tuatara bury its eggs and doesn’t take care of them?

Key:

1. It is found in New Zealand.

2. Yes, they are.

3. There are 3 species of the tuatara.

4. They hunt food as worms, small lizards and small insects.

5. They can live about 60 years.

6. Yes, it does.
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Dingo
Dingo is an Australian wild dog. Dingo has some features of a wolf and a domestic dog. Dingo lives in Australia and some countries of Southeast Asia. Its colour is usually ginger, sometimes more yellow or reddish. Alpine dingoes are completely white.

Dingo is a dangerous animal, in Australia it is illegal to keep it as a pet. There were some cases of attacking people, particularly children. There are lots of dingoes on Frazer Island, there are signs everywhere urging tourists not to feed dingoes and never leave children without supervision.

Fill in the gaps with a right word:
1. Dingo is … Australian wild dog.

a) an                                          b) a                                           c) the

2. There … some cases of attacking people particularly children.

a) is                                            b) are                                        c) were

3. It’s colour is usually … , sometimes more yellow or reddish.

a) brown                                    b) ginger                                   c) yellow

4. Dingo has some features of a … and a domestic dog.

a) tiger                                       b) wolf                                      c) fox

Key: 

1. a
2. c
3. b
4. b

Crocodiles 
Part 1
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Crocodiles are one of the symbols of Australian fauna. North Tropical Queensland is the land of dangerous saltwater crocodiles. These crocs live in rivers and travel by sea from one river to another. So, you can see one on the ocean beach.

Saltwater crocodiles are very dangerous. In Australia, they kill several people every year. Crocodiles change their teeth about one hundred times during their life. Even an old crocodile without teeth can kill a cow, because of huge pressure in the jaws. It can swallow a small catch without problems, but if the catch is too big the croc may ask one of his girlfriends to help strip it out. Crocs usually have about 12 girlfriends. Their brain is the size of a nut.

Find and write out verbs from the text, give three forms of the irregular verbs.
Key:

1) live

2) can - could 

3) kill

4) change

5) swallow

6) ask

7) strip out

8) have – had - had 
9) see – saw -seen

10) travel

11) be – was, were – been

12) may - might

Part 2

Raising crocodiles is a very interesting process. In Cairns there are several crocodile farms, where you can see the beasts close up, taste crocodile meat or buy very expensive bags and wallets. Crocodile meat (usually from the tail) is white and tastes like a chicken.
Boating on the Daintree river is an excellent opportunity to see crocodiles in the wild. It is quite difficult to see them between grass and tree. Very often you can notice the beasts with their mouths open because so they rest their jaw muscles.
Find and write out adjectives from the text and translate them.
Key:

	1) interesting

2) several

3) expensive

4) excellent

5) difficult

6) white

7) open
	интересный

различный

дорогой

отличный

трудный

белый

открытый


Platypus
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The Platypus is a semi-aquatic mammal, which lives in eastern Australia, including Tasmania. Besides, it is the only mammal that lays eggs instead of giving birth to live young. 
When European naturalists first saw the platypus, they were greatly surprised by his appearance. It is really an unusual animal. It is egg-laying, venomous, duck-billed, beaver-tailed, otter-footed. It is one of the few venomous mammals; the male Platypus has a spur on the hind foot that may cause severe pain to humans. It is an iconic symbol of Australia; it has appeared as a mascot at national events and is on the reverse of the Australian 20 cent coin.

Until the beginning of the 20th century it was hunted for its fur, but now it is protected. 
Put the sentences into the right order:
1. Besides, it is the only mammal that lays eggs instead of giving birth to live young.

2. It is an iconic symbol of Australia; it has appeared as a mascot at national events and is on the reverse of the Australian 20 cent coin.

3. It is really an unusual animal.

4. The Platypus is a semi-aquatic mammal, which lives in eastern Australia,

including Tasmania.

5. Until the beginning of the 20th century it was hunted for its fur, but now it is protected.

Key:

1. 4
2. 1
3. 3
4. 2
5. 5

Wombat
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Wombats are Australian marsupials. They have short legs, about one metre long and have a very short tail. Wombats are covered with short coat.
Basically, wombat looks a little bit like a smaller pig. Similar to koalas, wombats are slow moving animals. When required, however, they can reach up to 40 km/h. This is unusual because wombats walk and run on full feet.

Generally, wombats are not afraid of humans. There are many wombats in wildlife parks and zoos across Australia. People can see wombats there. In the wild, there are places where people were feeding wombats for a long time so animals come to beg for food.
It is advised not to leave any food in the cars, as wombats could rip your tent and get inside. This can be scary and even dangerous. Aggressive wombat can knock over a man, their sharp teeth and powerful jaws can make severe wounds. This is not what you expect from a cute and sleepy animal!

Find the descriptions of a wombat in the text.
Key:

1. They have short legs, about one metre long and have a very short tail.

2. Wombats are covered with short coat.

3. Basically, wombat looks a little bit like a smaller pig.

4. Aggressive wombat can knock over a man, their sharp teeth and powerful jaws can make severe wounds.

Birds’ Kingdom

There are about 70 kinds of birds in the world. Some birds can fly to far countries, others are flightless, besides, some of them are nocturnal. Famous New Zealand birds include the Tui, Bellbird, Kiwi, Kakapo, Takahe, and Weka. New Zealand is also home to many seabirds including the Albatross, which has the longest wing span of any bird in the world. 
Moa 
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The most attractive of all New Zealand birds was the Moa. Unfortunately, this bird was hunted to extinction. Some Moa's were 15 feet high, so, it was the tallest bird in the world. Various species of Moa were flightless birds native to New Zealand. They ate grass and dominated in the New Zealand forest ecosystem for thousands of years. 
Until the arrival of the Maori, the Moa was hunted only by the Haast's Eagle. All species are generally believed to have become extinct by 1500 AD, mainly due to hunting by Maori.
It must be said, that there are still areas in New Zealand which people haven’t seen yet, particularly in Fiord land. Who knows, maybe Moa could still exist. 
Fill in the gaps:

1. Some Moa’s were 15 feet high, so, it … the tallest bird in the world.

2. All species are generally believed to have … extinct by 1500 AD, mainly due to hunting by Maori.

3. … knows, maybe Moa could still exist.

4. Various species of Moa were flightless … native to New Zealand. 

5. They ate grass and dominated in the New Zealand forest ecosystem for thousands … .

Key:

1. was

2. become

3. who

4. birds

5. of years
Takahe
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Another New Zealand bird called the Takahe was about to be extinct. Fortunately, it was rediscovered by Geoffrey Orbell near Lake Te Anau in the Murchison Mountains, South Island, on November 20, 1948. 
The Takahē is up to 63 cm long. It is a bird, with reduced wings, strong legs and a massive bill.

The adult Takahē is mainly purple-blue with a greenish back and inner wings. It has a red frontal shield and red-based pink bill. The legs are pink. Young birds are pale brown. This is a noisy species with a loud call.

People of New Zealand take care of the bird. Thanks to their care, this bird now has a healthy population. 

Answer the questions:

1. Is the Takahe up to 63 cm long?

a) Yes it is                        b) No it isn’t                          c) I don’t know

2. Has it got a red frontal shield and red-based pink bill?

a) I don’t know                b) No it hasn’t                       c) Yes it has

3. Who takes care of the bird?

a) animals                          b) people                                 c) Mr. Brown

4. Has this bird got a healthy population?

a) No it hasn’t                   b) I don’t know                       c) Yes it has

Key:

1. a
2. c
3. b
4. c
Black Swan
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European explorers were amazed to discover that in Australia swans are black.
They are common birds across all of coastal Australia, and nest in swamps or river estuaries. They are not common in the North West.
They make their nests on a dry bit of a small island, or on a river bank. They lay about five eggs which are greenish white in colour, usually in autumn (March-April) or in winter.
They can travel in enormous flocks and move from one feeding ground to another. They feed in the shallows, or eat grass on the banks. They are not popular with farmers.
Swans are a protected species in Australia.
Translate into English:

1. Европейские исследователи были изумлены, когда открыли, что в Австралии живут чёрные лебеди.

2. Они являются распространёнными птицами всего побережья Австралии, и гнездятся на болотах или в устьях рек.

3. Лебеди - это вид, находящийся под защитой в Австралии.

4. Они откладывают по пять яиц, зеленовато-белого цвета, обычно осенью (март – апрель) или зимой.

5. Они не пользуются популярностью у фермеров.

Key:
1. European explorers were amazed to discover that in Australia swans are black.

2. They are common birds across all of coastal Australia, and nest in swamps or river estuaries.

3. Swans are a protected species in Australia.

4. They lay about five eggs which are greenish white in colour, usually in autumn (March – April) or in winter.

5. They are not popular with farmers.
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Kea (Mountain Parrot)
The kea is found on the South Island of New Zealand. They live in mountains and nest in forests. They are a protected species, with a population of 1,000 - 5,000. They grow up to 50cms in length. The kea is the world's only mountain parrot. The kea has got its name thanks to a call that sounds like "keeeaa". They also have a variety of other calls.

The kea is said to be one of the world's most intelligent bird species. They are extremely curious birds and very playful. Very often they peck out rubber from a car's windscreen wipers, or even the door seals. 

They eat fruit, seeds, flowers, etc. They also eat insects such as grubs and grasshoppers. During the winter, it becomes hard for the kea to find food. During this time, some kea may die of starvation. Kea also attacks live sheep and feed on them. 
They breed between July to January. Two to four white eggs are laid.

The kea became a protected species in 1986. Farmers do not like it because keas attack sheep.
Finish the sentences:
1. The kea is found on the South Island… .

2. They also have a variety… .

3. They eat fruit, … .

4. They breed between… .

5. Two to four… .

6. Farmers do not like it because… .

Key: 

1. of New Zealand.

2. of other calls.

3. seeds, flower, etc.

4. July to January.

5. white eggs are laid.

6. keas attack sheep.
Kiwi 
Part I
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The kiwi is an amazing flightless bird. It is about the size of a chicken, has thick leather skin, a great sense of smell, a long beak with nostrils on the end, and hair-like feathers. It is more like a mammal - however it is still a bird.
During mating season, the male kiwi makes a call that goes "kiiwii". This is how they got their name. The word kiwi is a Maori word. 

The kiwi is related to the ostrich and the emu. The kiwi has nostrils at the end of its beak.

The kiwi is New Zealand's famous bird. It represents New Zealand to the world. New Zealanders are also known as 'Kiwis'. 

Fill in the gaps:

The kiwi is an (1) … flightless bird. It is about the size of a chicken, has (2) …. leather skin, a great sense of smell, a (3) …. beak with nostrils on the end, and hair-like feathers. It is more like a mammal - however it is still a (4) ….
During mating season, the male kiwi makes a call that goes "kiiwii". This is how they got their name. The word kiwi is a (5) …. word. 

The kiwi is related to the ostrich and the emu. The kiwi has (6) … at the end of its beak.

The kiwi is New Zealand's (7) … bird. It (8) … New Zealand to the world. New Zealanders are also known as 'Kiwis'. 

Key:

1) amazing
2) thick
3) long

4) bird

5) Maori

6) nostrils

7) famous

8) represents
Part II

The kiwi is in danger. It disappears at a rate of 5.9% per year. The government does much to protect the species. One of these is the Kiwi Recovery Program at the Bank of New Zealand.

The kiwi is also a mainly nocturnal bird. They eat both meat and vegetables. They feed on many insects, such as earthworms, crickets, slugs, snails and others. They also eat seeds, berries, leaves and so on. They do most of their feeding at night.

One of the most amazing facts about the kiwi is the size of its egg. They lay eggs that are between 15% to 20% of their body weight. The egg is almost as big as ostriches’ eggs. The newborn comes up feathered and independent.

The kiwi breeds between June and March, and the male takes care of the egg for a period of up to 80 days.
Put the sentences into the right order:

1) They do most of their feeding at night.

2) The kiwi feed on many insects.
3) The newborn comes up feathered and independent.

4) The kiwi is in danger. 
5) The government does much to protect the species. 
6) They also eat seeds, berries, leaves and so on. 
7) Their eggs are almost as big as ostriches’ eggs. 
Key:

1 – 4

2 – 5

3 – 2

4 – 6

5 – 1

6 – 7

7 - 3
Kakapo 
Part 1
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The Kakapo also is called an owl parrot. It is a nocturnal parrot with finely blotched yellow-green plumage living in New Zealand. It has a distinct facial disc of sensory, vibrissa-like feathers, a large grey beak, short legs, large feet, and short wings and a tail. It is the world's only flightless parrot, the heaviest parrot, nocturnal. It eats grass. It is also possibly one of the world's longest-living birds. 

Choose the words beginning with the letters F, L, W , translate them and learn them.
Key:

	finely

facial

feathers

feet

flightless
	превосходно

лицевой

перья

ступни

не умеющий летать

	living

large

legs

longest-living
	живущий

большой

ноги

живущий всех дольше

	with

wings

world
	с

крылья

мир


Part 2
Kakapo are in great danger. Only 86 living individuals are known. All of them have their own names. The ancestral Kakapo migrated to the islands of New Zealand in prehistory and lost the ability to fly. It became difficult for them to resist to predators such as cats, rats, and stoats. So, soon the Kakapo was about to disappear. People became anxious about the bird in the 1890s, but the measures were not very successful.  A new Kakapo Recovery Plan appeared in the 1980s. Surviving Kakapo are kept on four predator-free islands, Maud, Chalky, Codfish and Anchor islands. Their population is carefully counted. 

The Kakapo, like many other bird species, has historically been important to the Māori appearing in many of the traditional legends and folklore.

Answer the question:
1. Who is in great danger?

2. How many individuals are known?

3. When did people become anxious about the bird?

4. Is the population carefully counted?

5. Why has kakapo historically been important?

Key:

1. Kakapo is in great danger.

2. Only 86 living individuals are known.

3. People became anxious about the birds in the 1890s.

4. Yes it is.

5. The Kakapo has been important to the Maori appearing in many of the traditional legends and folklore.

Emu 
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Emu is a large, flightless Australian bird. It is the largest bird in Australia and second largest in the world after Ostrich. It is 1.5 - 2 metres high and weighs up to 60 kilograms. 
Emus are good runners, they can run short distances at 50 km/h. But they usually walk at 4-7 km/h, covering 10-25 km a day. 
Emus are good swimmers too, as sometimes they need to cross the rivers. 

Emus are often seen in the wild, like other Australian animals and birds. They sometimes cross the roads in front of the cars.
It is easier to see Emu in the wildlife sanctuary, where animals have got used to humans and you can hand-feed them. There is a good wildlife sanctuary on Phillip Island near Melbourne.
Translate into Russian:

1. Emus are good runners, they can run short distances at 50 km/h.

2. Emus are good swimmers too, as sometimes they need to cross the rivers.

3. Emus are often seen in the wild, like other Australian animals and birds.

4. They sometimes cross the roads in front of the cars.

Key:

1. Эму – хорошие бегуны, они могут бегать короткие дистанции со скоростью 50 км/ч.

2. Эму – также хорошие пловцы, иногда они при необходимости могут пересекать реки.

3. Эму часто можно увидеть в дикой природе как и других австралийских животных и птиц.

4. Они иногда пересекают дорогу прямо перед автомобилями.
Conclusion 
I have read much material about unique animals and birds, which live in Australia and New Zealand. For the book I chose the most famous or unique animals and birds. Some of them disappeared many years ago or were about to disappear. Thanks to people’s care many animals were saved. 
For example, saving the Kakapo has made the species well known. Many books and documentaries about the Kakapo have been produced. One of the books was Two in the Bush, written by Gerald Durrell for the BBC in 1962. Two of the most significant documentaries are Kakapo - Night Parrot (1982) and To Save the Kakapo (1997). 

There is a special Kiwi Recovery Program. Its aim is to prevent the kiwi from dying out.
I believe, that after reading the stories about unique animals my classmates will know more about the nature of our beautiful world. They will be more sensitive to the world around them. Perhaps, they won’t do harm to plants and animals and do something to save the environment. 
I think that the stories will be interesting to all students, who study English and want to know more about English-speaking countries.
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