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Introduction

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a great country with rich history. We can see the footsteps of its past looking through the architectural monuments, memorial places and of course  
visiting its towns. They can help us to see many interesting things. But saying on Britain you can’t but say about different countries combined into the whole kingdom: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
Their capitals are faces of each of them. So our aim is to go through these cities: London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast and comparing their specific features like the cities of different parts from one country. Our tasks are following:
   1. To find and study literary on this subject.
   2. To choose the main points those are necessary to see in these cities in order to understand the historical richness of the UK.
   3. To make up the possible routs of the excursion in these places.
        The subject is actual for Russian students because we can’t study this material systematically and can discover much interesting about the country through learning its main cities. And nobody among us has researches the cities to know the history of all country before. So our subject is new.
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We should start from the main city of the UK, from its capital-London. London is the capital of Great Britain, its political, economic and cultural centre. It's one of the largest cities in the world. Its population is more than 11 million people. London is situated on the river Thames. The city is very old and beautiful. It was founded more than two thousand years ago. Traditionally London is divided into several parts: the City, the West End, the East End and Westminster.
 The City is the financial and the business centre of the country. There are a lot of banks and various offices here. As we know it is the ancient part of London. The heart of the City is the Stock Exchange.
One of the greatest English churches — St Paul's Cathedral — is also here. It was designed and built by an outstanding English architect Christopher Wren in 1710. St Paul's Cathedral is the second large church in Europe, Admiral Nelson is buried here.
 Not far away is Westminster — the administrative centre of London. The Houses of Parliament are situated here. It is the seat of the British Government. The building is very beautiful with its two towers and a big clock called Big Ben, Big Ben is really the bell which strikes every quarter of an hour. The Houses of Parliament is the largest modern building in the richest Gothic style completed in 1857. It stands on the left bank of the River Thames and is 940 ft in length. Those who want to get a fine front view of the building should look at it from a boat on the Thames. The Clock Tower, overlooking Westminster Bridge is 316 ft high and 40 ft square. People are allowed to get inside the Tower so that they can see the works of Big Ben. There is no lift and there are three hundred and forty steps up to Big Ben. The faces of the clock are very large. The minute hand is 14 ft long, the hour hand is 9 ft, and the figures are 2 ft long.
 Opposite the Houses of Parliament is Westminster Abbey. It's a very beautiful church built over 900 years ago. It was destroyed and rebuilt several times. Many famous people are buried here, among them Newton, Darwin, Dickens and Kipling. To the west of Westminster is West End.

The West End is the part of London where the rich people live. Fine houses, wide streets; numerous parks are to be found in this part of the capital. The best cinemas, theatres, concert halls, famous shops, 
comfortable hotels, restaurants, large museums are situated here. The most beautiful London park — Hyde Park — is in this district too. Piccadilly Circus is the heart of London's West End.
 To the east of Westminster is the East End, an industrial district of the capital. There are no parks or gardens in the East End and you can't see many fine houses there. Most of the plants and factories are situated there. The East End includes the port, the docks stretching for miles and the great industrial areas, which depend on shipping. London is famous for its outstanding places of interest. There are many 
architectural, art and historic monuments in London such as the British Museum, it was opened in 1753. It grew out of collections of three rich men. George II gave the royal library to the museum in 1757. The 
collection is enormous, and covers ancient Greece, Rome, Egypt, China and Japan, as well as prehistoric times; the Tower of London is a very old building. It is more than 900 years old. English kings lived in it many years ago, but now it is a museum. People who come to London like to go to the Tower. It was a fortress, a royal palace and later a prison. The ravens are another famous sign. The legend says that without them the Tower will fall. 

Another great art museum is the National Gallery. It has a collection of Italian, Dutch, German and French pictures. The National Gallery is rich in painting by Italian masters such as Raphael and Veronese. It has pictures of all European schools of art such as works by Rembrandt, Rubens and El Greco. The gallery is open seven days a week and admission is free.

 Buckingham Palace is the London home of the Queen. When the flag is flying on the top she is at home.
 The Nelson Column is named after the greatest admiral Lord Nelson. It is a very tall column and a figure of Nelson on the top of it.
 Equally famous is the general who led the army at the battle of Waterloo in 1815. This is the Duke of Wellington His house stands at Hyde Park Corner. It is sometimes named as Number One, London. Like Admiral Nelson, the Duke of Wellington is buried in St Paul's Cathedral. 

The London Underground is the oldest one in the world. It was opened in London in 1863.

In conclusion I should say if you are lucky enough to find yourself in London some day you will have a lot to see and enjoy there.
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Trafalgar Square
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Edinburgh

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh which many people call the jewel in Scotland’s crown. Sir Walter Scott who was born in Edinburgh wrote many poems about its beauty. Indeed, Edinburgh is one of the most beautiful capitals in the world which is built on the hills. There are many attractions in Edinburgh. St. Margaret’s Chapel is the smallest and the oldest building which has survived through all wars. The most interesting is the Palace – the residence of former Scottish kings and queens – where Mary Stuart gave birth to the future king of England. Here you can see the Honors of Scotland which were used at the coronations of all Scottish and British kings. The Castle Esplanade (square) where the famous  
Military Tattoo ( parade ) takes place in August is famous all over world.  
    There is a small stone fountain in the wall. It is a memorial to three hundred women who were burnt at this place during the dark years of “witch hunting”.
    There is a unique monument to the dog, a small terrier Bobby which belonged to the local shepherd.
    There are many cafes and pubs in Edinburgh where you can taste traditional Scottish dish which is called haggis.
    The famous road in Edinburgh is called the Royal Mile. It begins at the castle and goes eastwards. At the end of the Royal Mile one can see the Palace of Holyroodhouse. It is one of the most famous tourist attractions in Edinburgh which is now the Royal Family’s official residence. That is a place where Mary Stuart spent six years of her reign.
    Edinburgh has a busy cultural life. Every year, in August, the International Festival takes place. Musicians, actors and singers come from all over the world and thousands of visitors fill the city. The Fringe is the unofficial part of the Edinburgh Festival. More concerts and plays take place on the Fringe than at the official festival.
    Edinburgh is the city where history blends into legend and where legend becomes natural. That is the city which looks great! That is the city of your dream!
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Cardiff


 Cardiff is the capital and largest city of Wales, and the country's commercial, sporting, tourism, transport, media and political centre. According to Census 2001 data, Cardiff was the 14th largest settlement in the United Kingdom, and the 21st largest urban area. The city of Cardiff is the county town of the historic county of Glamorgan (and later South Glamorgan). Cardiff is home to the National Assembly for Wales in Cardiff Bay and much of the media in Wales. It was a small town until the early 19th century and came to prominence as a major port for the transport of coal following the arrival of industry in the region. Cardiff was made a city in 1905, and proclaimed capital of Wales in 1955. Since the 1990s Cardiff has seen significant development with a new waterfront area at Cardiff Bay which contains the new Welsh Assembly Building, and the city centre is currently undergoing a major redevelopment. The history of what is now Cardiff began with a Roman fort on the site, built in 75 CE. As Roman rule in Britannia ended near the start of the 5th century the fort was abandoned.

In 1091 Robert Fitzhamon began work on the castle keep within the walls of the old Roman fort. Cardiff Castle has been at the heart of the city ever since. Soon a little town grew up in the shadow of the castle, made up primarily of settlers from England. Cardiff had a population of between 1,500 and 2,000 in the Middle Ages, a relatively normal size for a Welsh town in this period. By the end of the 13th century, Cardiff was the only town in Wales with a population exceeding 2,000, but it was relatively small compared to most other notable towns in the Kingdom of England. Cardiff was a busy port in the Middle Ages, in 1327, it was declared a Staple port. In the early 12th century a wooden palisade was erected around the city to protect it.In 1404 Owain Glyndwr burned Cardiff and took Cardiff Castle. As the town was still very small, most of the buildings were made of wood and the town was reduced to ashes. However, the town was rebuilt not long after and began to flourish once again.

Cardiff has many landmark buildings such as the Millennium Stadium, Pier heads Building and the National Assembly for Wales. However Cardiff is 
also famous for Cardiff Castle, St David's Hall, Llandaff Cathedral, the Wales Millennium Centre and Cathays Park (including municipal buildings modeled on those in New Delhi, such as Cardiff City Hall, the National Museum and Cardiff University).
Belfast

 Belfast (from the Irish "Mouth of the (River) Farset") is the capital of Northern Ireland. It is the largest urban area in Northern Ireland and the province of Ulster and the second-largest city in Ireland. Belfast is situated on Ireland's eastern coast.

    Belfast remained a small settlement of little importance during the Middle Ages. John de Courcy built a castle on what is now Castle Street in the city centre in the 12th century Belfast became a substantial settlement in the 17th century after being established by Sir Arthur Chichester which was initially settled by the mainly Protestant English and Scottish migrants during the Plantation of Ulster. Belfast blossomed as a commercial and industrial centre in the 18th and 19th centuries and became Ireland's pre-eminent industrial city. Industries thrived, including linen, rope-making, tobacco, heavy engineering and shipbuilding, and at 
the end of the nineteenth century, Belfast briefly overtook Dublin as the largest and most industrialized city in Ireland. The Harland and Wolff shipyards became one of the largest shipbuilders in the world, employing up to 35,000 workers. Belfast was heavily bombed during World War II. In one raid, in 1941, German bombers killed around one thousand people and 
left tens of thousands homeless. Belfast has been the capital of Northern Ireland since its creation in 1920 by the Government of Ireland Act. Since it began to emerge as a major city, it has been the scene of much 
sectarian conflict between its Roman Catholic and Protestant populations.  
    These opposing groups in this conflict are now often termed republican and loyalist respectively, although are also referred to as 'nationalist' and 'unionist'.

Well, as you see, Belfast is the city with various faces: some of them are beautiful and nice; others are terrible and dangerous. 
Conclusion


So each capital is the face of its country with its specific features and characteristics. To understand the whole country means to understand its parts.
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