My best journey

        You know, there were so many interesting things to see that I can hardly tell you what the most impressive during my summer holidays was.

         A trip to Suzdal. “Why to Suzdal?” you may ask. “What is so special about it?” I believe a trip to Suzdal is a wonderful journey into Russia’s history.
          The city of Suzdal was first mentioned in chronicles in 1096. If you arrive at Suzdal by bus, it doesn’t strike you as an ancient city at first sight – everywhere there are new modern buildings- houses, cinemas, and shops. You suddenly notice surprisingly graceful church at the end of the street, a cathedral at the end of another, and another old church in a third street.
           Suzdal is planned in such a way that the cupolas of its churches and monasteries can be seen from every street and every square of the city, wherever I happen to be. And all of them are wonderful monuments of architecture, painting and culture of old times. I think no other ancient town of Russia has preserved so many splendid examples of Russian architecture and monumental paintings of the 12th -17th  centuries. You will be also impressed by the Kremlin, this traditional landmark of all ancient cites. It is in the centre of Suzdal. You know, the simple walls and towers of the Kremlin surround a great many unique relics of different eras. It is an unforgettable place…
          What impressed me at Suzdal? Well, most of all, the Cucumber Festival, I should say. It is indeed, the most interesting festival of the year. Every summer the Cucumber Festival takes place in the Museum of Wooden Architecture on July 15. In fact, festival was attends by more then 10,000 people. And it was worth attending! 

         What do we know about cucumbers? No more then about avocado or kiwi. It seems that cucumber is neither a fruit nor a vegetable, bat rather a berry and not a ripe one at that. The Russian word for cucumber (“ogurets”) comes from its Ancient Greek name “agourus”, which literally means “unripe”. Nobody knows when it first appeared in Russia. It is known that in the region of Suzdal it was grown 5-7 centuries ago, in other words, a long enough time ago that we may consider the cucumber inherently Russian! As a rule, lots of guests and tourists from the U.S.A, France and other countries come to Suzdal to greet the hero of the festivity: the Suzdal Cucumber.  
         A lot of interesting things took place at the Cucumber Festival. The region’s most celebrated folklore groups performed various souvenirs made of wood, paper and rags were on sale, and you could take home some great snapshots of yourself in a cucumber costume! The symbol of the Cucumber Festival is a green huge balloon. It’s true!
          In fact, Suzdal is one of the most renowned centers of cucumber production. Since time immemorial the residents of Suzdal have had a special passion for cucumbers.
          I’d like to return to Suzdal to see the next Cucumber Festival in July, because it is realy very funny and exciting! I think, you’ll be happy to visit the Cucumber Festival and have a grand time with our famous Suzdal Cucumber!
