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                                                                                                                “The history of a small town 

                                                                                                                           of Chita is the history
                                                                                                                           of the whole country”

                                                                                                                                   (P.A.Kropotkin)
  The sunshine Chita is the capital of Zabaikalye. It was founded in 1653 by the Cossack Pyotr Beketov on the banks of the river Chita. There are many variants where the name Chita comes from. It is known that the name of the river and the town is of the local origin: the town got its name from the proper evenk word Chita; the evenk’s word chata means clay. The past of Chita is rich enough. Small Chita became world famous due to the Decembrists, revolutionaries who were exiled to the Chita Region from St. Petersburg after the failed uprising of December 14, 1825. They made a great contribution to the development of Chita. The Decembrists did a great deal for the enlightenment of the population. They were the first to construct roads and erect two-storeyed houses in Chita. They planned the streets of our town, that’s why they are long, wide and straight like in their native St. Petersburg.  

At present Chita is a modern city surrounded by the pine- covered mountains. The heart of the city is Lenin Square. The square is the place of many public gatherings, fireworks and parades during holidays. It’s the perfect place for building an ice castle in winter. 

The second central square in Lenin Street is named after the Decembrists. The Pushkin Library is situated on the Decembrists Square.

The third square in Lenin Street is the Revolutionary Square. The monument to the Heroes of the Civil War was opened there in 1977. 
 Visitors to Chita are struck by its varied architectural styles. While working along the streets you can’t stop admiring its old buildings. You are astonished at their beauty and fretwork. A fine example of baroque architecture is former Shumov’s Palace, constructed in 1912-1914. The only monument of the 18th century in Chita is the Decembrists Church. It was built of wood in 1771 as Mikhailo-Arkhangelskaya Church. Nowadays the church is the Decembrists Museum. On entering it you are inspired with the atmosphere of that time. The time when the Decembrists lived, got married, christened their children and prayed.
 The magnificent cathedral has recently been built in my town. It is called Kazanskaya Godmother Cathedral. The religious life of Chitincies is being revived.
My favorite holiday is the Victory Day. Every year on May 9th we go to celebrate this holiday to the Memorial Complex which was opened on the territory of Victory Park. 42 thousand soldiers from Zabaikaley fell in actions during World War II. We, young generation, remember and honour the memory of the fallen heroes. We are sincerely proud of our countrymen who lost their lives defending our Motherland.
I dearly love my town. I was born there and grew up. It is a wonderful, amazing Krai.     


