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Moscow is a political, educational, cultural, commercial and scientific centre of Russia. Our city is also one of the most beautiful cities in the world, but I would like to tell you about the history of Moscow.

The history of Moscow is known to begin in 1147; it was founded by Yuri Dolgoruky. At that time Moscow was a small fortress. 

Later on in 1156 Knyaz Yury Dolgoruky built a wooden wall and a moat around the city. 

In the 13th century Moscow was the centre of struggle of   Russian lands for the liberation from the Tatar Yoke. Moscow fell under it in 1237. But in 1380, Dmitry Donskoy led the united Russian army to the important victory over the Mongols in the battle of   Kulikovo field. After that, Moscow took the leading role in liberating Russia from Mongol domination.

Next in 1480 Ivan III finally  broke the  Russians free from Tatar  control  and  Moscow  became the capital of the empire that would  eventually unite all  Russia and  Siberia and parts of  many other lands.

At that time Red Square appeared.

From 1610 till 1612 the troops of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth occupied Moscow,  Sigismund III was trying to take the Russian throne. That’s why in 1612 the people of Nizhny Novgorod and other Russian cities conducted by Dmitry Pozharsky and Kuzma Minin rose against the Polish occupants and expelled them.

And now have a look at St. Basil’s Cathedral. It was built in the memory of the victory over Kazan in 1552. 

The Monument standing in front of St. Basil’s Cathedral tells us about the people’s victory over Polish invaders in 1612. On the monument you can read the following words:" To citizen Minin and Prince Pozharsky from grateful Russia”.

Peter I the Great or Pyotr Alexeyevich Romanov ruled Russia and later the Russian Empire from 7 May 1682 until 8 February 1725. During that period the seat of the Russian government was removed from Moscow to Saint Petersburg in 1712, but Moscow remained the heart of   Russia.

In September 1812 the city was occupied by the armies of Napoleon. Russian patriots set fire to the city soon after his entry. Napoleon’s army was forced to retreat. Three quarters of the city were destroyed, but by the mid of the 19th century Moscow had been completely restored. 

After the October revolution Moscow became the capital again: in 1918 the new government of Russia moved to Moscow, and then the city was officially made the capital of the USSR.

Large sections of the city were rebuilt and modernized after the Bolshevik victory.

The Great Patriotic War began in 1941 and finished in 1945.

On May 8, 1965 due to the actual 20th anniversary of the victory in World War II Moscow was awarded a title of the Hero City.

In 1980 Moscow   hosted the Summer Olympic Games.

The Olympic Bear is known to be the symbol of these games.

When the USSR   was disintegrated in 1991, Moscow became the capital of modern Russia, in which we are living now.

Today the president of Russia is D.A. Medvedev.
Now Moscow is one of the largest cities in Europe and it’s growing day after day. The population of the city is also rapidly increasing: nowadays it’s about 13mln people.
