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1. Introduction
Our work is devoted to Canada, one of the most unique and beautiful countries in the world. It’s the country of great history, strong and brave people. Canada is the union of many different cultural and ethnic groups which live and work here in harmony.

Different countries have different symbols or emblems which are very important to their people. These symbols make people be proud of their country. They are used to represent the country, give information about its people, their way of life, customs and traditions. Canada, its provinces and territories have their own symbols which are dear to their citizens.
Our interest to the English language and to the English - speaking countries has led us to studying the history of Canada, the culture and traditions of its people. The state symbols of Canada, the floral emblems of its provinces and territories are the subject of special interest.
The main aims of our research are:

· to give the general information about Canada, its provinces and territories;

· to introduce Canada’s symbols: its flag, coat of arms and anthem;
· to tell about the floral emblems of Canada’s provinces and territories and explain why they were chosen.
For the realization of these aims we have to solve the following tasks:

· to learn different materials;

· to find and sum up the necessary information;

· to carry out the survey on this theme.

So the Object of this work is Canada.

The Subject is the symbols of Canada.

Methods of research:

· analysis

· illustrative

· comparisons

· survey

2. Welcome to Canada

2.1. General information on Canada

Official name: Canada
Form of Government: Constitutional Monarchy, which consists of a federation of 10 provinces, and 3 territories.

Head of State: Queen of Britain, represented in Canada by the Governor General, whom she appoints on the advice of the Canadian government.

Head of Government: Prime Minister
Legislature: Parliament, consisting of the crown, the Senate and the House of Commons; each province has its own legislature.
Capital: Ottawa (Ontario)

Area: 3,851,790 sq mi (9,976,000 sq km)

Population: over 28 m people (1995)

Major Languages: English and French
Flag: A red flag with proportions of two for length and one for width, containing in its centre a white square the width of the flag, bearing a single red maple leaf.

Anthems: National anthem – “O Canada” (Music by Calixa Lavalee), Royal anthem “God save the Queen”.
National Emblem: The Maple Leaf.

National Symbol: The Beaver

National Day: July 1.

National Colours: Red and white.

The motto of Canada: A Mari Usque Ad Mare (From Sea to Sea).
2.2. Canada such as it is.
Canada is a large country north of the United States and a member of the Commonwealth. Its area is 3,851,790 sq mi. Canada is a federal union (within the Commonwealth) of 10 provinces: Alberta (Edmonton), British Columbia (Victoria), Manitoba (Winnipeg), New Brunswick (Fredericton), Newfoundland (St John’s), Nova Scotia (Halifax), Ontario (Toronto), Prince Edward Island (Charlottetown), Quebec (Quebec City) and Saskatchewan (Regina); and three territories – the Yukon Territory (Whitehorse), Northwest Territories (Yellowknife) and Nunavut(Iqaluit).
The Head of State is the Queen of Britain and she is represented by a lieutenant – governor in each province, appointed by the Governor – General and there is an executive council and a legislative assembly.
The federal government consists of the Senate (of 104 members) and the House of Commons (of 282 members) elected by universal suffrage for five years. The chief parties are the Progressive Conservative, the Liberal, and the New Democratic. The capital of Canada is Ottawa.
The population is 28 m people. Most of the people are of British or French origin, 368,000 – native peoples, 25,000 immigrants from Italy, the Caribbean, Greece and Asia. The main languages are English and French.

Part of the frontier between Canada and the USA is formed by five lakes: Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. The Rocky mountains are in British Columbia, and two of the largest rivers in Canada are the St Lawrence and Mackenzie. Canada is bounded by the USA, the Arctic Ocean, the Alaska, the Atlantic Ocean and by the Pacific Ocean. Canada is rich in minerals: oil, natural gas, aluminium, coal, copper, iron, nickel. It exports: wheat, timber, pulp and newsprint, fish, furs, motor vehicles and parts; industrial and agricultural machinery fertilizes.
Canada has lots of forests, mountains, lakes and rivers, and a wide variety of wildlife such as bears (grizzly bears, brown bears, black bears and white bears) moose, deer, caribou, whales and seals.
Canada has an Arctic climate in the north, with very cold winters and short cool summers, and a temperate climate in the south, with cold winters and warm summers. The average temperature in Ottawa ranges from -150C in January to +260C in July. Canadians love any kind of sports. In the summer they go canoeing, rafting, water – skiing and sailing. In the winter they play ice hockey, go skating, skiing, snow – boarding, ice boarding and ice – fishing.
The first settlers in Canada were the French and they landed on the coast of Nova Scotia in 1605. The British arrived on Newfoundland in 1610. Later the British and the French colonized a great territory of the country. Canada became independent in 1867.

3.  Canada’s history and State symbols.
People usually remember the name of this country when they see the red maple leaf. Not all of them can remember Canada’s capital. But almost nobody knows something about the symbols and emblems of Canada. So we are going to tell you about them.

3.1.  The Maple Leaf Our Emblem Dear.
“It is the blood – hued maple straight and strong,
Voicing abroad its patriotic song.

Its daring colours bravely flinging forth

The ensign of the Nation of the North.”
Thus did the Mohawk poetess Pauline Johnson indicate that the maple leaf was regarded as the flag of Canada, almost seven decades before the present flag was unfurled in 1965. Actually the maple leaf was widely accepted as a peculiarly Canadian emblem many years earlier.
The early French explorers expressed their amazement at the brilliant red of the Autumn leaves of the maple. Ten species of maple are native to Canada, but only two, the sugar maple and the black maple, have brilliant red leaves in Autumn.

During the War of 1812, Canadian militia units wore maple leaves on their arm bands.
In 1867, the year that Confederation united the British colonies in North America into one nation, Alexander Muir of Toronto wrote his famous song The Maple Leaf Forever, containing the line: “The maple leaf, our emblem dear.” The following year, Queen Victoria approved official coats of arms for Ontario and Quebec, which incorporate maple leaves.
Canadian soldiers who went overseas during the South African War and the First Great War used the maple leaf as their distinguishing mark, as did Canada’s fighting men in the Second World War.
In 1921, King George V approved a coat of arms for Canada which incorporated both red and green maple leaves. The red leaf was borne by a lion in the crest. On the shield, the lower segment contained a sprig of three green maple leaves. This was amended by the present Queen in 1957 to make the three leaves red, in keeping with Canada’s national colours, which are red and white.
Meanwhile, Canada’s flag was taking shape. In 1892, when a flag was needed to identify Canadian ships at sea, the Admiralty approved what was designated as the Canadian Ensign. This was a red flag with Union Jack in the upper left – hand quarter and the Canadian coat of arms on the body of the flag. Over the year this ensign came to be used in many places besides on ships at sea. This was made official in 1926 when Canada opened its first legation in Washington, and the Canadian Parliament ruled that Canadian government buildings at home and abroad should fly the Canadian Ensign. For many years this was the flag that flew over the Peace Tower in Ottawa and marked Canada at the United Nations and at the Olympic Games.
The present flag was chosen with the red maple leaf on a white background, flanked by two bars of red. It was proclaimed by the Queen and raised on Parliament Hill for the first time on February 15, 1965. At the flag – raising ceremony the Governor General expressed the fervent hope “that our flag will symbolize to each of us and to the world the unity of purpose and high resolve to which destiny beckons us.”
3.2.  Canada’s provinces and their floral emblems
Canada has adopted the Autumn – red maple leaf rather than a flower as its emblem. However, each of its ten provinces has a floral emblem, typical of the flora of its particular region.
Nova Scotia (1 July 1867)
Capital – Halifax

Territory – 55,500 sq.km.
Nova Scotia was the first province to adopt a floral emblem. It chosen the trailing arbutus, a woody vine with pale pink flowers which appear soon after the snow has melted and the sun has started to warm the earth. In New England it was called the Mayflower by the Pilgrim Fathers.
Newfoundland (31 March 1949)
Capital – St. John’s
Territory – 405,700 sq.km.
Newfoundland has chosen the interesting pitcher plant as its floral emblem. This plant, sometimes called the Indian dipper, grows in peat bogs.

Prince Edward Island (1 July 1873)
Capital – Charlottetown

Territory – 5,700 sq.km.
Prince Edward Island has adopted the pink lady’s – slipper, or moccasin flower, as its emblem. It is a drooping flower of the orchid family.

Quebec (1 July 1867)
Capital – Quebec
Territory – 1,540,700 sq.km.
In 1963 the Quebec legislature decided that the white, fragrant Bourbon lily should be its emblem. This lily, which has long been associated with France, is not indigenous to Quebec. But it may be easily cultivated, and is extensively used by greenhouses at Easter.
New Brunswick (1 July 1867)
Capital – Fredericton

Territory – 73,400 sq.km.
New Brunswick adopted its floral emblem in 1936 after taking a plebiscite among its school children. The vote overwhelmingly went to the marsh purple violet which grows in wet meadows and along the margins of woodlands. The plant which, unlike its fragrant English cousin, has no scent is native to North America.

Ontario (1 July 1867)
Capital – Toronto

Territory – 1,068,600 sq.km.
The large, white showy trillium has been the provincial emblem of Ontario since 1927. Its three – petalled flower still appears in great profusion on southern Ontario woodlands in April and May. It is now a protected species in the province, with a fine of $50.00 for those caught picking it.


Manitoba (15 July 1870)
Capital – Winnipeg

Territory – 650,000 sq.km.
Manitoba’s floral emblem is the windflower. A common plant of the anemone family, it thrives in dry woodlands and by roadsides, producing a purplish – blue flower in June. It is often called the wild crocus.

Saskatchewan (1 September 1905)
Capital – Regina
Territory – 652,300 sq.km.
Saskatchewan has a much showier flower, the orange – red prairie lily, which is found in dry sandy soil in many parts of North America. It produces tall clusters of flowers in June and July.
Alberta (1 September 1905)
Capital – Edmonton

Territory – 661,200 sq.km.
The wild rose, or prickly rose, has been Alberta’s floral emblem since 1930. It is not only a beautiful flower, with its profuse clusters of pink blossom, it is also a very useful plant. Thickets of prickly roses are excellent cover for nesting wild birds, and the bright red fruit, or hips, is the major food for birds during the long prairie winter. Without the prickly rose, wide areas of the Prairies would be completely devoid of birds.
British Columbia (20 July 1871)
Capital – Victoria
Territory – 947,800 sq.km.
British Columbia has a handsome flowering tree as its provincial emblem, the Pacific dogwood. This tree, far more spectacular than the eastern dogwood, is covered with showy white flowers from April to June. In Autumn it displays a new beauty when its leaves turn scarlet.

3.3.  Canada’s territories and their floral emblems

Yukon 
Capital – Whitehorse
Territory – 483,500sq.km.
No one in the Yukon can fail to be impressed by the masses of fireweed that grow along roadsides and in barren places. This hardy plant grows throughout North America and in Britain, where it is called the willow herb. In 1957 the Yukon Territorial Council chose a purple species of the fireweed as the emblem of the Yukon.
Northwest Territories (15 July 1870)
Capital – Yellowknife
Territory – 3,426,300 sq.km.
The Northwest Territories also have a floral emblem. It is dryas integrifolia, a dwarf member of the rose family with a white flower that somewhat resembles that of the strawberry. Its profuse clusters of flowers are followed in quick succession by delicate spiral seeds, for rapid maturity is the secret of plant survival in the Arctic tundra.
The Nunavut (1999)
Capital –Iqaluit

Territory – 1,900,000sq.km.
In 1999 the Northwest Territories were divided into two parts. The Nunavut Territory was established.
3.4.  The importance of the State symbols

We told about the national symbols of Canada. But what do they mean for the citizens of the state? Why are they so important and dear to the Canadians?

You can understand it when you are lucky to visit Canada on one of its holidays. Many activities are organized to celebrate them. Different organizations take part in numerous solemn meetings, ceremonies, special programmes, festival and competitions.

The streets and squares of the towns and cities are brightly decorated. The flags are flying on public buildings and business. Many people fly the flags outside their homes. The tribunes are also decorated with flowers, Canada’s floral emblems. If you listen to the radio or TV on this day you can hear many patriotic songs.
Bands play the anthems of Canada and its territories and patriotic marches in parades. The history, nature, traditions are sung in the anthems and national songs.

You can see many people with floral emblems pinned to their coats. The nature of Canada is too dear to them. So Canadians show their love to it and their country. They carry national flags. They like to show their solidarity and unity on their national days.

The national symbols are considered to help Canadians to show their love, pride and respect to their country and their native province or territory. The local authorities do their best to make them feel that they are the citizens of the country.
4.  Conclusion

The chosen theme of the work is focused on Canada and its symbols.

A nation is born from its land and its people, its history and its art, its traditions and symbols as well. Our work is considered to be actual and urgent thanks to the fact that it introduces the country which is the union of many cultural and ethnic groups of people. It is the country where the people of different nationalities live in harmony with each other and nature. They have differences but they share many important qualities that strengthen the society. They join the people of different generations and enrich people spiritually. To our opinion, national symbols unite people, and it’s fine.

It’s a pity that floral symbols haven’t become the tradition in our country. We’d like to have such emblems not only in our region but in our town too. The flora in Siberia is very rich. There are many beautiful plants in our forests. Some of them are unique and native to Siberia. We think that such plant, as march tea, which violet flowers make us happy every spring, can be chosen as our floral emblem. It lets us feel that we are Siberians and that we must be proud of it.
Our work helped us to learn much about Canada, a wonderful country in North America, its people, symbols and traditions. We hope that this information will be useful for the students and for the teachers.
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