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Fabulous Four
The Beatles were a rock-n-roll band from Liverpool, England formed in 1960. Primarily consisting of John Lennon (rhythm guitar, vocals), Paul McCartney (bass guitar, vocals), George Harrison (lead guitar, vocals) and Ringo Starr (drums, vocals) throughout their career, The Beatles are recognized for leading the mid-1960s musical "British Invasion" into the United States. Although their initial musical style was rooted in 1950s rock and roll and homegrown skiffle, the group explored genres ranging from Tin Pan Alley to psychedelic rock. Their clothes, styles, and statements made them trend-setters, while their growing social awareness saw their influence extend into the social and cultural revolutions of the 1960s.
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The Fabulous Four
Every one of them was born in a port town called Liverpool, on the north-west of England. 
On the 9th October 1940, during the Second World War, John Alfred Lennon, son of Alfred Lennon and his wife Julia, was born. When Alfred left the family and Julia started a new relationship, John had to go and live with his auntie Mimi, as he called her. Living without a mother, he quickly became a leader of local hooligans. At home he was kind and nice, but outside on the streets there was no place for that.

On the 18th June 1942 Paul James McCartney, first son of James and Mary McCartney, was born. He was a exemplary boy, always had good grades and lots of friends, but after his mother's death in 1956 his guitar became his only friend, which he played all day long, sometimes even skipping school. 

On the 25th February 1943 in a poor family George Harold Harrison, fourth son of Harold and Luisa Harrison, was born. When he was 13, he made a little money, bought a used guitar and wandered off alone to explore the world of music. 

On the 7th July 1940 the fourth and last "Beatle" was born. Named after his father, Richard Starkey was a very unhealthy boy. He spent a lot of his childhood days in hospitals, and that is why he couldn't finish Secondary school. He really liked rings (he had a dozen on each hand), and soon his friends started to call him Ringo Starr (for shortness). 

John always had problems with grades at his school - Quarrybank. Also he could never deal with his teachers, because of his behavior - he had a very witty tongue. In a while he formed a band with his friends called Quarrymen. 

At summer 1956 they were playing on a charity concert, held in the garden of St. Peters church. That's were John and Paul met. It was quite funny, because Paul heard someone (John, obviously) singing his favorite song really bad, not even singing - wining, making fun of it. It was Besame Mucho. And he became so mad, he wanted to go and see, who was the person, doing such a thing. And then he saw him. John. On the stage with a bottle of beer and something in his mouth (which, apparently, was gum). He was puzzled - he always wanted to play like that and yet the whole picture was nearly repulsive. After the concert they finally met, John listened to Paul's guitar playing and then immediately invited him to the band. They always played together ever since. Later Paul introduced George Harrison, his shy friend, to the group and he quickly became the leader guitar player because of his smashing solos...
1956… This is when a beautiful, incredible, inevitable and one of a kind story started.
The Beatles. 

“I have never seen anything like it. Nor heard any noise to approximate the ceaseless, frantic, hysterical scream which met the Beatles when they took the stage after what seemed a hundred years of earlier acts. All very good, all marking time, because no one had come for anything other than the Beatles...
Then the theatre went wild. First aid men and police – men in the stalls, women mainly in the balcony – taut and anxious, patrolled the aisles, one to every three rows.
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Many girls fainted. Thirty were gently carried out, protesting in their hysteria, forlorn and wretched in an unrequited love for four lads who might have lived next door.

The stalls were like a nightmare March Fair. No one could remain seated. Clutching each other, hurling jelly babies at the stage, beating their brows, the youth of Britain’s second city surrendered themselves totally.”

Derek Taylor (From his book “Fifty Years Adrift”)
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All Beatles’ albums:
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PLAYBOY: "What kind of families do you come from?" 

GEORGE: "Well, you know, not rich. Just workin' class. They've got jobs... just work." 

PLAYBOY: "What does your father do?" 

GEORGE: "Well, he doesn't do anything now. He used to be a bus driver..." 

JOHN: "In the Merchant Navy." 

PLAYBOY: "Do you have any brothers or sisters, George?" 

GEORGE: "I've got two brothers." 

JOHN: "And no sisters to speak of." 

PLAYBOY: "How about you, Paul?" 
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PAUL: "I've got one brother, and a father who used to be a cotton salesman down in New Orleans, you know. That's probably why I look a bit tanned... But seriously folks.... he occasionally had trouble paying the bills, but it was never, you know, never 'Go out and pick blackberries, son; we're a bit short this week.'" 

PLAYBOY: "How about you, John?" 

JOHN: "Oh, just the same. I used to have an auntie. And I had a dad whom I couldn't quite find." 

[image: image38.jpg]


RINGO: "John lived with the Mounties." 

JOHN: "Yeah, the Mounties. They fed me well. No starvation." 

PLAYBOY: "How about your family, Ringo, old man?" 

RINGO: "Just workin' class. I was brought up with my mother and me grandparents. And then she married me stepfather when I was 13. All the time she was working. I never starved. I used to get most things." 

GEORGE: "Never starved?" 

RINGO: "No. I never starved. She always fed me. I was an only child, so it wasn't amazing." 

First performances
The Beatles…in the beginning
George’s words: “We just had this amazing inner feeling of: ‘We’re going to do it’. I don’t know why... we were just cocky”
Their first performances were at school nights and charity concerts and only because they played for free… But they were very determent. 
The history of the name
So, were did the name Beatles come from? Nobody knows for sure, but there is one legend, that Stuart Sutcliffe came up with it in 1960, connecting two words: “Beetle” and “Beat” (There was a band called “Crickets” at the time.) The band changed a lot of names before this and the first time they called themselves “The Beatles”, was on tour in Hamburg the same year.  
There is another version. Apparently, John had a dream were a man on a flaming pie said: “You are Beatles with an ‘A’”.
Tour to Hamburg
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The Beatles went for their first tour to Hamburg. Though they still didn’t have a permanent drummer. His name didn’t help Peter Best and he was just a temporary solution for the “we-have-no-drummer” problem. 

The Hamburg tour was extremely exhausting. The Beatles played in a club, where the slightly drunk audience shouted and didn’t even want to notice them on stage. To keep the attention the Beatles did all sorts of things – they jumped, shouted, squirmed and Lennon once even took of his pants. The musicians slept backstage and the conditions were terrible, but this experience was very valuable – The Beatles could now play in full rooms and take the audience.

The Cavern Club
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Because of their crazy performances and witty tongue the Beatles quickly became popular in Hamburg and back home, in Liverpool. 

From 1961 the “home stage” of the band became a club called “The Cavern”. That year they also made their first record as an accompany band with Tony Sheridan. But right after that Sutcliffe unexpectedly decided to leave the band and go back to College of Arts. The Beatles found a quick solution – from now on the bass was played by Paul McCartney. 

PAUL: "That was when we felt we were..." 

JOHN: "...on the way up." 

PAUL: "...gonna make it in Liverpool." 

PLAYBOY: "How much were you earning then?" 

JOHN: "For that particular night, 20 dollars." 

PLAYBOY: "Apiece?" 

JOHN: "For the group! Hell, we used to work for less than that." 

PAUL: "We used to work for about three or four dollars a night." 

RINGO: "Plus all the Coke we could drink. And we drank a lot." 

The best manager ever 
In 1961 The Beatles met a person, who completely changed their lives and made them a band we know today. 27 year-old Brian Epstein, son of a rich Jew, worked in his fathers’ little record shop. One time some man showed up and asked for a record with a song “My Bonnie” by the Beatles. There was no such thing in the store. But later more and more people asked for the same record and Brian was puzzled. Then he found out, that The Beatles were a band from Liverpool and they performed not too far away – in the Cavern club. He went there to see for himself, what they’re made of. And what did he see? Familiar, scruffy dressed musicians, squirming in front of the drunk audience. But the sound of the band turned out to be very harmonious, dense, energetic and simply magnificent. Epstein walked over to them and offered to be their new manager.
First of all, to make them famous, he wanted to put a few things in order.  He took control not only of their performances, but even of the way they’re dressed. In the beginning he gave them little sheets of paper with rules about their behavior on stage – no gum, no beer, no food, no smoking, no indecent expressions and no соленых jokes. Also he dressed them up into similar decent suits with ties. After a lot of difficulties Brian finally managed to arrange a listening. 
After checking out a few songs, George Martin - audio man of a recording company “Parlofone” - agreed to sign a contract with the band, but only after finding a new drummer instead of Pete Best, who didn’t play good enough. And the Beatles invited Ringo Starr, who performed occasionally with them in Hamburg. The first recordings of Lennon, McCartney, Harrison, and Starr together were made 15 October 1960, in a series of demonstration records privately recorded in Hamburg while acting as the backing group for singer Lu Walters. 
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 First single
On the 5th October 1962 The Beatles recorded their first single with “Love me do” on side A and “P.S. I love you” on side B. 
Here is a few lines from Beatles' first-ever radio interview:

MONTY: "And over in the background, here, and also in the background of the group making a lot of noise is Ringo Starr." 

RINGO: "Hello." 

MONTY: "You're new to the group, aren't you Ringo?" 

RINGO: "Yes, umm, nine weeks now." 

MONTY: "Were you in on the act when the recording was made of 'Love Me Do'?" 

RINGO: "Yes, I'm on the record. I'm on the disc." 

(the group giggles) 

RINGO: (comic voice) "It's down on record, you know?" 

MONTY: "Now, umm..." 

RINGO: "I'm the drummer!" 

(laughter) 

MONTY: "What's that offensive weapon you've got there? Those are your drumsticks?" 

RINGO: "Well, it's umm... just a pair of sticks I found. I just bought 'em, you know, 'cuz we're going away." 

MONTY: "When you say you're going away, that leads us on to another question now. Where are you going?" 

RINGO: "Germany. Hamburg. For two weeks." 

MONTY: "You have standing and great engagements over there, haven't you?" 

RINGO: "Well, the boys have been there quite a lot, you know. And I've been there with other groups, but this is the first time I've been there with the Beatles." 

In 1962 many things happened. John married Cynthia Powell, Ringo became the new drummer, and their first single was recorded. But the most horrifying news was the death of Stuart Sutcliffe. He was only 21 when it happened. Lennon was so shaken by the death of his friend, that later people sometimes noticed him laughing or crying for no particular reason. 
Spectacular success

They leave the Cavern Club and within months they take the ascendancy in the British pop world, and start to live the life of Riley in London. August 3rd would mark their last-ever performance at the famed Cavern Club in their hometown.
Q: "Do you write the words and music together, or does one of you write the words?" 

JOHN: "Yeah, well... Sometimes half the words are written by me and he'll finish them off. We go along a word each, practically." 

Q: "Did you write your new record release?" 

JOHN: "Uhh... 'She Loves You'? Yeah." 

PAUL: "Yeah." 

JOHN: "We wrote that two days before we recorded it, actually." 

PAUL: "We wrote it in a hotel room in Newcastle." 

After recording their second single “Please please me” George Martin asked the Beatles to come over to the apparatus room. He said that right now they made their first hit.
Please please me

And he was right. In February 1963 their record Number One in the hit-parades during 30 weeks! The Beatles immediately started to work on their first long playing record – an album. It was also called “Please please me”. There were rock-n-roll songs, like “I saw her standing there”, “Boys” and groovy dance songs, like “Twist and Shout”. 
Paul McCartney about “Love me do”:

"George Martin said, 'Can anyone play a harmonica? It would be rather nice. Couldn't think of some sort of bluesy thing, could you John?' John played a chromatic harmonica... I actually had one too but he'd been clever - he learned to play it. John expected to be in jail one day and he'd be the guy who played the harmonica. The lyric crossed over the harmonica solo, so I suddenly got thrown the big open line, 'Love me do,' where everything stopped. Until that session John had always done it. I didn't even know how to sing it... I can still hear the nervousness in my voice."
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After the release of another of their two hits – “She loves you” and “I want to hold your hand” (their 4th British number one in a year) the Beatles’ popularity really increased. They became so popular, that people from all over the globe now recognized their haircuts and jackets without collars.
Their second album was called “With the Beatles”. 

“They’ve got something! From Liverpool, I hear, of all places.” 
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In London The Beatles played the Palladium, the Royal Albert Hall, The Royal Variety Show, sung Moonlight Bay with Morecombe and Wise, gave a spare hit to the Rolling Stones (“I want to be your man”), played hundreds of concerts in Britain, nipped over to Sweden, invented Beatlemania, and, as if in a dream – while conquering Paris – the record went to Number One in America three weeks before the Ed Sullivan Show in New York. 
[image: image46.jpg]


A Hard Day’s Night

After all this they made their first movie – “A Hard Day’s Night” and released an album with the songs from it. It was a comedy about the Beatles’ “everyday life”. It started and ended the same – the Beatles running away from their fans. It was a pleasant surprise for everybody to see Ringo as a quite good actor. The film, released at the height of Beatlemania, was well-received by critics, and remains one of the most influential jukebox musicals.
PLAYBOY: "Do any of the rest of you have any plans to settle down?" 

PAUL: "I haven't got any." 

GEORGE: "Ringo and I are getting married." 

RINGO: "Oh? To whom?" 

GEORGE: "To each other. But that's a thing you'd better keep a secret." 

RINGO: "You better not tell anybody."
GEORGE: I mean, if we said something like that, people'd probably think we're queers. After all, that's not the sort of thing you can put in a reputable magazine like PLAYBOY. And anyway, we don't want to start the rumor going." 

PLAYBOY: "We'd better change the subject, then. Do you remember the other night when this girl came backstage..." 

GEORGE: "Naked..." 

PLAYBOY: "Unfortunately not. And she said..." 

GEORGE: "It's been a hard day's night." 

PLAYBOY: "No. She pointed at you, George, and said, 'There's a Beatle!' And you others said, 'That's George.' And she said, 'No, it's a Beatle!' 

JOHN: "And you said, 'This way to the bedroom.'" 

PLAYBOY: "No, it was, 'Would you like us to introduce you to him?'" 

JOHN: "I like my line better." 

Then followed their first round-the-world tour. In 2 years the Beatles visited Britain, France, Italy, Switzerland, the USA, Germany, Japan, the Philippines, Dane, Honkong, Australia, New Zealand. Here is a table of their performances in the USA and Canada in autumn 1964: 

	19 aug

20 aug

21 aug

22 aug

23 aug

26 aug

27 aug

28 aug

30 aug

2 sept

3 sept

4 sept

5 sept

6 sept

7 sept

8 sept

11 sept

12 sept

13 sept

14 sept

15 sept

16 sept

18 sept

20 sept
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Somebody cut off Ringo’s hair?! 
On the evening of February 11th 1964, following their concert at Washington Colisem, the Beatles made a brief appearance at the British Embassy reception in Washington D.C. After a short time of mingling with formally dressed dignitaries, things got out of hand as someone cut off a large lock of Ringo's hair as a souvenir. The wife of the British Ambassador reportedly told the upset Beatles as they left the Embassy, "I really am terribly sorry about the scene in the ballroom." Ringo would later remember, "After they had a few drinks they got really silly and one guy decided he'd cut a lock of my hair off. I just started screaming at him and we didn't stay there long. These diplomats just don't know how to behave." 
Q: "Which one are you?" 

JOHN: "Eric." 

Q: (gesturing to the TV camera) "Eric, here is the American public..." 

JOHN: "I'm John." 

Q: "You're John?" 

JOHN: "Yeah, it was a joke." 

Q: "What is your impression of the new American singing group, 'The Cockroaches'? Have you heard them yet?" 

JOHN: "I haven't heard them. But it's already been done about eighty times in England. Sorry Cockroaches!" (grins and giggles) 
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Even with such a crazy schedule they didn’t stop writing new songs. In November 1964 they released a new single “I feel fine” where for the first time in history we hear a sound of a guitar with “feedback” (a buzzing guitar sound, reflected from the dynamics).
Beatles for sale

That December the group released their fourth album, "Beatles for Sale". 
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The Beatles as they arrive at JFK Airport, New York City on 7 February 1964

“Wherever they went, they brought Beatlemania with them. They couldn’t help it; it was a form of real love. George would say many years later that the world used them as an excuse to go mad and then blamed it on the Beatles, but there is a parallel theory that it was time for the world to go that sort of mad – get down a bit, loosen up, and like Uncle John in “Long Tall Sally”, have some fun tonight. The crowd scenes are awesome and, in retrospect awful. How did no-one get killed?...”
Order of the British Empire
In June 1965, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II awarded the four Beatles members to the Order of the British Empire, MBE. No rock-star has ever been given a government award! 8063 people returned their awards to the government only because of this. In 4 years John Lennon himself returned his as a protest to England’s policy of supporting the American war in Vietnam.
Help!
In July 1965, The Beatles second feature film, Help!, was released. The film was accompanied by the band's fifth British studio album Help!, which also functioned as the soundtrack for the movie. The famous ballad of Paul McCartney “Yesterday” was in this album. He said that the song was written by him in a dream, and in the morning he rushed to the grand piano to quickly write it down.
In March 1965 at the end of their stay in the Bahamas, the following interview was conducted with the Beatles to discuss their second feature film, entitled 'Help!':

Q: "We're on location with the Beatles, and they're here to tell us about an exciting new movie. Tell us where we're talking from this time." 

JOHN: We're just talking on the set of the film we just finished in Nassau, Bahamas." 

BEATLES: (shouting) "'Help!' 'Help!'" 

Q: "John, where did this title come from-- 'Help'?" 

JOHN: "It came from out of Dick Lester's mouth, it came. Our director, friends." 

RINGO: "I thought it came out of his shoe." 

…
GEORGE: "It fits the story because, you see, people are trying to get us all through it. And so, we need a bit of help, you see." 

PAUL: "That's right." 

…
Q: "Now that you've completed your second picture, you boys are not going to give up concerts, are you?" 

PAUL: "No, of course not. We're doing a big tour, you know, in America-- uhh, I don't know how many cities-- but it'll be pretty hectic, you know. But it's all good fun. We enjoy it. Filming, making records, concerts. You know us-- a laugh a minute! Hah hah hah!" 

JOHN: "Hah hah!" 
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On 15 August 1965, The Beatles performed the first major stadium concert in the history of rock 'n' roll at Shea Stadium in New York to a crowd of 55,600. 
Elvis Presley
On 27 August 1965, the group arrived at a Bel Air mansion to meet Elvis Presley.
Paul McCartney later said: "It was one of the great meetings of my life ... I only met him that once, and then I think the success of our career started to push him out a little, which we were very sad about, because we wanted to coexist with him." Marty Lacker, a friend of Presley's, recalls the singer saying: "'Quite frankly, if you guys are going to stare at me all night, I'm going to bed. I thought we'd talk a while and maybe jam a little.' And when he said that, The Beatles went nuts." The group told stories, joked and listened to records. The five of them had an impromptu jam session. "They all went to the piano," says Lacker, "and Elvis handed out a couple of guitars. And they started singing Elvis songs, Beatle songs, Chuck Berry songs. Elvis played Paul's bass part on "I Feel Fine", and Paul said something like, 'You're coming along quite promising on the bass there, Elvis.' I remember thinking later, 'Man, if we'd only had a tape recorder.'"

Later Elvis Presley apparently disapproved of The Beatles anti-war activism and open use of drugs, later asking President Richard Nixon to ban all four members of the group from entering the United States. Peter Guralnick writes, "The Beatles, Elvis said, had been a focal point for anti-Americanism. They had come to this country, made their money, then gone back to England where they fomented anti-American feeling." Guralnick adds, "Presley indicated that he is of the opinion that The Beatles laid the groundwork for many of the problems we are having with young people by their filthy unkempt appearances and suggestive music while entertaining in this country during the early and middle 1960s." Despite Presley's remarks, Lennon still had some positive feelings towards him: "Before Elvis, there was nothing." McCartney later remarked that he "felt a bit betrayed [by Presley's views] ... The great joke was that we were taking drugs, and look what happened to him. ... It was sad, but I still love him. ..." 
Rubber Soul
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Their sixth album, Rubber Soul, was released in early December 1965. It was hailed as a major leap forward in the maturity and complexity of the band's music. It became very popular, mainly because of two perfect ballads – “Mishelle” (McCartney) and “Girl” (Lennon). For the first time The Beatles took part in creating the cover. 
The Philippine tour
In July 1966, when The Beatles toured the Philippines, they unintentionally snubbed the nation's first lady, Imelda Marcos, who had expected the group to attend a breakfast reception at the Presidential Palace. When presented with the invitation, Brian Epstein politely declined on behalf of the group, as it had never been the group's policy to accept such "official" invitations. The group soon found that the Marcos regime was unaccustomed to accepting "no" for an answer. After the broadcasting of the snub on Philippine television and radio, all of The Beatles' police protection disappeared. The group had to make their way to Manila airport on their own. At the airport, road manager Mal Evans was beaten and kicked, and the band members were pushed and jostled about by a hostile crowd. Once the group boarded the plane, Epstein and Evans were ordered off, and Evans said, "Tell my wife that I love her.” Epstein was forced to give back all the money that the band had earned while they were there before being allowed back on the plane. 

Scandal with Vatican

Almost as soon as they returned from the Philippines, an earlier comment by Lennon made in March that year launched a backlash against The Beatles from religious and social conservatives in the United States. In an interview Lennon said that Christianity was dying and that The Beatles were "more popular than Jesus now". Towns across the United States and South Africa started to burn Beatles records in protest. Attempting to make light of the incident, Harrison said, "They've got to buy them before they can burn them." Under tremendous pressure from the American media, Lennon apologized for his remarks at a press conference in Chicago on 11 August 1966, the eve of the first performance of what turned out to be their final tour. In November, 2008, The Vatican publicly announced that it had forgiven John Lennon for his remarks, saying it was a "boast" by a young man grappling with sudden fame.

Q: (to John)"...and I was wondering if you think American girls are fickle." 

RINGO: "All girls are fickle." 

(laughter) 

On the 29th August 1966 in San-Francisco the Beatles performed in front of a big audience for the last time. 
Revolver
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After the release of their seventh album - “Revolver” – the Beatles didn’t write any songs for 6 months and didn’t perform at any concerts, so their fans started to worry about the possibility of a breakup. But 13th February 1967 a new single with songs “Penny Lane” and “Strawberry Fields Forever” was released, and this w as calming news for everybody. Though someone still thought, that they could break up. Because the album was so good, that it could be the top of their “creative mountain”.   
Q: "May I ask about the song 'Eleanor Rigby?' What was the motivation or inspiration for that?" 
JOHN: "Two queers." 

(room erupts with laughter) 
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JOHN: "Two barrow boys." 

PAUL: (jokingly) "Oh, it's getting disgusting, this press conference." 

…

Q: "Have you ever used or trained Beatle doubles as decoys on a..." 

RINGO: "No." 

JOHN: "No." 

PAUL: "We tried to get Brian Epstein to do it... he wouldn't do it." 

(laughter)
…

Q: "Well then, let's ask it this way. Who do you think does it the best... the Beatles' songs?" 

JOHN: "Us." 

(laughter) 

Q: "Who?" 

JOHN: "Us." 
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Q: "'Tomorrow Never COMES' is the last song on the second side, right?" 

PAUL: "'Tomorrow Never Knows.'" 

Q: "'Tomorrow Never Knows.' Thank you. Could you give me a vague idea of some of the tape manipulation you used when your voice drops into the track, John? Is that sung backwards by any chance?... It's just, umm, recorded pretty straight. There are tape loops on it, which are a bit different. The words are from the 'Tibetian Book of the Dead,' so there. Well, nearly."
Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band
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On 1st June 1967 the eighth and one of the most famous albums was released – “Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”. The Beatles worked on it for 700 hours, and there were 4 tracks in it, which were recorded in a new and revolutionary back then technique of multi multitrack recording.
On May 19th 1967, the Beatles manager Brian Epstein hosted a dinner party in his London home for the launch of the Sgt Pepper album. Invited to the party were a small number of important disc jockeys and journalists, and also attending were the Beatles themselves.
“John Lennon walked into the room first. Then came George Harrison and Paul McCartney, followed closely by Ringo Starr and road managers Neil Aspinall and Mal Evans. Despite their flamboyant clothes which made even Jimmy Savile look startled, the Beatles are the same sane, straight-forward people they were four years ago. Their opinions and beliefs are the same only now they understand why they believe in them. 

"I've had a lot of time to think," said John, peering at me through his wire-rimmed specs, "and only now am I beginning to realize many of the things I should have known years ago. I'm getting to understand my own feelings. Don't forget that under this frilly shirt is a hundred-year-old man who's seen and done so much, but at the same time knowing so little." 

John regards the Beatles new LP 'Sgt Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band' as one of the most important steps in the group's career”.
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JOHN 1967: "Sgt Pepper is one of the most important steps in our career. It had to be just right. We tried, and I think succeeded in achieving what we set out to do. If we hadn't, then it wouldn't be out now."
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Paul Is Dead?!
There was a lot of fuss after the release of this album. Mainly because a lot of fans thought that Paul died in a car accident in 1966. Why did they think that? Apparently, there were a lot of “signs”:

1. On the cover all the Beatles are looking one way, but Paul is looking in the other direction.  

2. All of them are standing in front of a grave, covered in flowers.

3. In the song “A day in life” there are such words: “He blew his mind out in a car, he didn’t notice that the lights had changed”

4. At the very end of “Strawberry Fields Forever” you can nearly hear Lennon mumbling something like “I buried Paul”. (I myself checked this and it is true) 

Life Magazine spoke briefly with Paul about the various "death clues" including the OPD badge on his Pepper suit (which fans took to mean "Officially Pronounced Dead"), his black flower in Magical Mystery Tour, and his barefooted appearance on the Abbey Road album cover. 

                                    

Jay Spangler, Beatles Ultimate Experience 

PAUL: "It is all bloody stupid. I picked up that OPD badge in Canada. It was a police badge. Perhaps it means Ontario Police Department or something. I was wearing a black flower because they ran out of red ones. It is John, not me, dressed in black on the cover and inside of Magical Mystery Tour. On Abbey Road we were wearing our ordinary clothes. I was walking barefoot because it was a hot day. The Volkswagen just happened to be parked there."
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All you need is love

On 25th June the band appeared in an international show titled Our World. The Beatles were transmitted live from Abbey Road Studios, and Johns new song "All You Need Is Love" was recorded live during the show. It was performed by the Beatles, an orchestra and coir, which contained their friends, including Mick Jagger, Kate Richards, Eric Clapton, Jane Asher and other famous people. This song put a start to a movement called “Flower Power”: hippies gave soldiers and police men flowers, trying to convince them that love is stronger than weapons.
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Magical Mystery Tour
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After the success of Sergeant Pepper a new album “Magical Mystery Tour” was recorded. It was also a soundtrack to a new Beatles film with a same name. Paul did a lot of work during the recording of this album, and John started to lean back a bit. That was the time he met Yoko Ono, a Japanese avant-garde artist. 

On 24 August 1967, The Beatles met the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi at the London Hilton. A few days later they went to Bangor, in North Wales, to attend a weekend 'initiation' conference. [image: image3.jpg]


 
While in Bangor, the Beatles heard about the death of Brian Epstein at age 32 from an accidental prescription drug overdose. This was a shock to every one of them. It seems that everything was against them. At the end of 1967, they received their first major negative press in the UK with disparaging reviews of their surrealistic TV film “Magical Mystery Tour”. Part of the criticism arose because color was an integral part of the film, yet the film was shown on Boxing Day in black and white. 
The group spent the early part of 1968 in Rishikesh, Uttar Pradesh, India,  studying transcendental meditation with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. Their time at the Maharishi's ashram was highly productive from a musical standpoint, as many of the songs that would later be recorded for "The Beatles" (White Album) and "Abbey Road" were composed there by Lennon, McCartney, and Harrison. 
Upon their return, Lennon and McCartney went to New York to announce the formation of Apple Corps. 
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Yellow Submarine
17 June 1968 a cartoon “Yellow Submarine” with a Beatles soundtrack was released. They were also the main characters in it. An album (“Yellow Submarine”) with the songs from the cartoon was also released.
26 August 1968 their very famous single “Hey Jude”, dedicated to John’s son, was also released.
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JOHN 1980: "He said it was written about Julian. He knew I was splitting with Cyn and leaving Julian then. He was driving to see Julian to say hello. He had been like an uncle. And he came up with 'Hey Jude.' But I always heard it as a song to me. Now I'm sounding like one of those fans reading things into it... Think about it: Yoko had just come into the picture. He is saying. 'Hey, Jude'-- 'Hey, John.' Subconsciously, he was saying, 'Go ahead, leave me.' On a conscious level, he didn't want me to go ahead. The angel in him was saying, 'Bless you.' The devil in him didn't like it at all, because he didn't want to lose his partner." 

The White Album 
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The middle of 1968 saw the band busy recording the double album "The Beatles", popularly known as "The White Album" because of its plain white cover. But things started to go wrong right in the start. First McCartney had a big fight with Starr, calling him a “primitive drummer” which made Ringo temporarily leave the band. The band carried on, with McCartney taking over the drums on the tracks "Martha My Dear", "Wild Honey Pie", "Dear Prudence" and "Back in the USSR". Among the other causes of dissension were that Lennon's new girlfriend, Yoko Ono, was by his side through almost all of the sessions. Their relationship became more and more serious which leaded to John and Cynthia’s breakup. Plus to everything the others felt that McCartney was becoming too dominant. Internal divisions had been a small but growing problem in the band; most notably, this was reflected in the difficulty that Harrison experienced in getting his songs onto The Beatles albums.

 JOHN 1980: "'Dear Prudence' is me. Written in India. A song about Mia Farrow's sister, who seemed to go slightly balmy, meditating too long, and couldn't come out of the little hut we were livin' in. They selected me and George to try and bring her out because she would trust us. If she'd been in the West, they would have put her away... We got her out of the house. She'd been locked in for three weeks and was trying to reach God quicker than anybody else. That was the competition in Maharishi's camp-- who was going to get cosmic first. What I didn't know was I was 'already' cosmic." (laughs) 
About “The Continuing Story of Bungalow Bill”:
JOHN 1980: "Oh, that was written about a guy in Maharishi's meditation camp who took a short break to go shoot a few poor tigers, and then come back to commune with God. There used to be a character called Jungle Jim, and I combined him with Buffalo Bill. It's a sort of teenage social comment song, and a bit of a joke. Yoko's on that one, I believe."
The four could not agree
On the business side, Lennon, Harrison and Starr wanted New York manager Allen Klein to manage The Beatles; however, McCartney wanted businessman Lee Eastman (the father of McCartney's then-girlfriend Linda). All past Beatles decisions had been unanimous, but this time the four could not agree. The other three members felt Eastman would put McCartney's interests before those of the group (during the "Anthology" interviews, McCartney said, "Looking back, I can understand why they would feel that (Eastman) was biased for me and against them"). In 1971, it was discovered that Klein, who had been appointed manager, had stolen £5 million from The Beatles' holdings. 
Let It Be project and break-up
In January 1969, The Beatles began a film project documenting the making of their next record, originally titled “Get Back”. During the recording sessions, the band made their final live performance on the rooftop of the Apple building at 3 Savile Row, London, on 30 January 1969. Most of the performance was filmed and later included in the film Let It Be. The project was temporarily shelved, and The Beatles recorded their final album, Abbey Road, in the summer of 1969. 
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The completion of the song "I Want You (She's So Heavy)" for the album on 20 August 1969 was the last time all four Beatles were together in the same studio. 

Lennon announced his departure to the rest of the group on 20 September 1969, but agreed that no announcement was to be publicly made until a number of legal matters were resolved. 

Their final new song was Harrison's "I Me Mine", recorded 3 January 1970 and released on the Let It Be album. It was recorded without Lennon, who was in Denmark at the time. Knowing that it was the last Beatles album, every single fan was determent to buy it. The number only of preliminary applications for the he album reached 3 700 000 copies.
Bagism

On March 31st 1969, John Lennon and Yoko Ono gave a press conference at the Sacher Hotel in Vienna, Austria. This was the first announcement of 'Bagism,' which they describe as "total communication." 

It occurred to the Lennons during their Bed-in for Peace event in Amsterdam that some people tended to automatically write-off the younger generation, and realized that perhaps even the Lennons' own general hippy appearance might likely close certain people's minds to their peace message. 

The concept of Bagism might be summed up in this way: By removing the obstacle of prejudging someone according to the length of their hair or the color of their skin, certain people might be more inclined to take the words and ideas of others more seriously. Hence, total communication. 

Effectively making this point in their usual disarmingly-humorous way, John and Yoko gave this entire press conference from the inside of a bag. They could not be seen, only heard. 

During the press conference, John makes mention of "plugging the film." This is in reference to 'Honeymoon,' a short documentary of John and Yoko's Bed-in for Peace, which aired on Austrian television later that evening. 

The Bagism press conference in Vienna is immortalized within the lyrics of the Beatles' 1969 hit single, The Ballad of John and Yoko. 
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McCartney publicly announced the break-up on 10 April 1970, a week before releasing his first solo album, McCartney. It seems that he did this to attract more attention to his album. Pre-release copies included a press release with a self-written interview explaining the end of The Beatles and his hopes for the future. 
Let it be
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On 8 May 1970 the Spector-produced version of Get Back was released as Let It Be, followed by the documentary film of the same name. The Beatles' partnership was not dissolved until 1975, though McCartney filed a suit for the dissolution on 31 December 1970, effectively ending the band's career together. 
No more “Beatles”

The breakup of the band shocked the Beatles as well as the fans. And when the musicians settled down a bit, each of them went their one way. 

John Lennon married Yoko Ono in 1969. The next year he released his first solo album “John Lennon: Plastic Ono Band”. In the song “God” there are such words: “I don’t believe in Beatles…I only believe in Yoko and me”. This was a goodbye to Beatles and a hello to a beginning of a new life. In 1971 his best album – “Imagine” – was released. 

In 1971 Paul McCartney formed a band called “Wings”. One of the members became his wife Linda. In 1973 their album “Band On The Run” was released and was awarded by “Grammy”. Although it was a success, Paul always thought that people would always compare it with “The Beatles”.

George Harrison too wanted to continue his career of a musician. In November 1970 he released his solo album “All Things Must Pass”. He matured far beyond his years, settled into his spiritual space and expressed himself writing classic songs.

Ringo Starr was now writing his own numbers and was widely acknowledged as a supreme drummer and a good actor. 
No hope left  
The fans’ dreams about the Beatles reunion had all disappeared 8th December 1980. That day John Lennon was shot and killed by Mark David Chapman. He lived in New York at that time. He was heading back home at about 11 o’clock. There was someone waiting for him at the doorway… 5 bullets in the back - the doctors were powerless…
In 1988, The Beatles were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. On the night of their induction, Harrison and Starr appeared to accept their award along with Lennon's widow Yoko Ono and his two sons. McCartney stayed away, issuing a press release citing "unresolved difficulties" with Harrison, Starr and Lennon's estate.

George Harrison died from cancer in 2001. 

Forever in our hearts
But the amazing story of the Liverpool four isn’t finished and never will be. Their songs are being taught at schools on music lessons. There are still a lot of people, who love them and their music. They will always be remembered. 
The Beatles…why did they achieve such success? 

Cultural situation in Great Britain in the 60’s
In the 50’s and 60’s, when the Western Society was at its industrial revival, a new counterculture had formed. It was based on protest of young people against traditional bourgeois values. They didn’t want to live a life of their fathers, who thought only about food and money. One of the forms of protesting was music.

Rock-n-roll formed in America in the 1950’s. Musicians, who played r’n’r, often didn’t have special musical education, they were just singing about things, which bothered them in their everyday life. Such music was very popular amongst young people. One of the most popular r’n’r musicians was Elvis Presley. But the Beatles surpassed even him. 
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In the 60’s the number of young people, who were depressed and sick of their lives, increased. The wanted to somehow run away from reality. A new subculture called “Hippies” formed. Hippies were young people, mainly from the middle classes, who rebelled against society. They ‘dropped out’. They left their comfortable middle-class homes and formed communes. They were often in the countryside, and there they used to grow vegetables and keep farm animals. They went to open-air concerts, where some of them danced naked and took drugs. They went on protest marches against war, particularly the war in Vietnam.  
Having found themselves right in the epicenter of the countercultural movement of the 60’s, the Beatles managed to present everyone with their ideas in bright, colorful, easy to remember melodies, which won the listeners’ hearts forever.  
[image: image70.jpg]


My favorite Beatle

If someone asks, who my favorite Beatle is, I always say John Lennon. For many reasons, actually. I do even know where to start…

 First of all, there are a lot of things we have in common, starting with school years and drawing and ending up with views of life, love, friendship. He always had problems with his teachers because of his “bad” behavior. He never could just sit and listen; he always had his opinion, which he wanted everyone to know. He didn’t want to be ‘like everyone else’. And he had quite a sharp tongue and was a class rowdy-dowdy, so his teachers often had a headache for that reason. 
He really liked to draw and write little tales. He was always kind of in his own world…Here are some of his drawings. I think they are awesome. 
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A family tree                     
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An apple pie bed

There are drawings of him and Yoko. I like them most. Especially the one, where they’re holding bananas.
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My friends and I, we really like the Beatles. There are six of us, Beatle fans, in our group of friends (it is, actually, quite a big group of crazy chaos-loving freaks). And, well, I’m John, and my other friend is Paul, her sister is Mike (Paul’s brother), there’s Ringo, George and Yoko (who is, obviously, a boy). Here are some photos of us playing the Beatles songs (we actually play the guitar and sing) and a “Let it be” album cover.    
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Lennon, McCartney, Starr and Harrison.
As you can see, we’re all…erm…girls. But it doesn’t seem to bother us at all. We just try not to think about this sort of things.
Here is an interview which a summer camp correspondent (“Plintus” magazine) took us (as the Beatles):
- Какие впечатления остались у вас после
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юнио-рского Нового Года?

ВСЕ: Все было изумительно: замечательное

празднование, много фанатов. Мы даже подарки

получили.

- А как же вас встретили поклонники, которых

было столь много?

Стар: На видеозаписи, вроде бы, было все видно.

Жуткие вопли.

МакКартни: Меня чуть не разорвали на тысячу

кусков!

Хариссон: У меня чуть было не отобрали гитару!

Леннон: На протяжении всей ночи я чувствовал их

любовь.

МакКартни: Это был я, дурак!

(laughter)

- Интересно, сколько же вам заплатили, чтобы

вы выступили на Юнио-ровском Новом Году?

М: Эта сумма измеряется семизначными числами…

на человека.

Х: Мне никто ничего не заплатил! Я не видел этих

денег!

С: Мне сказали, что все деньги ушли на

благотворительность!

(МакКартни смотрит в сторону и что-то тихо

насвистывает - прим. авт.)

- А почему вы выбрали именно песню “She

Loves You”, а не любую другую?

М: Это самая классная и зажигательная песня. А

еще у нас было всего три минуты, чтобы зажечь

публику.

- Особенно внимательные слушатели заметили,

что вы допустили ошибку в первом куплете. Как

вы это прокомментируете?

М: Просто мы с Джоном вместе писали эту песню, и

во время написания у нас возникли некоторые

разногласия. Похоже, что каждый так и остался при

своем мнении.

- Джон, позвольте вопрос лично к Вам. Говорят,

что Вы вчера были навеселе и приставали к

мальчикам. Чем это вызвано?

Л: Просто мне нравятся мальчики, их маленькие

носики и ушки. Кроме Ринго, его я люблю не за это!..(giggles) На

самом деле это какое-то неосознанное влечение…. Но

это не причина того, что мы втроем спим в одной

кровати! И вообще, мы рады, что мы не женщины.

(laughter)

- Что вы можете рассказать о вашем последнем

альбоме? Он вызвал фурор…

М: Во время создания последнего альбома у нас

были сплошные разногласия. Да и вообще мы скоро

распадемся. Но это не вызвано симпатией Джона к

мальчикам, просто скоро конец смены. Но через год

мы снова воссоединимся. Что же по поводу самого

альбома – там самые глубокие и трудные песни.

- Тигра Харрисон, у Вас было обалденное

гитарное соло!...

(laughter)

Х: Да?!... Ну может быть. Хотя я совершенно не

умею играть на гитаре…

- Давно ли Ринго так классно играет на гитаре,

забив на ударные инструменты?
Р: Простите… Я разучился. Просто нам не хватило

денег на перевозку всего оборудования, да и сумочка

для них была маловата.

- А что вы еще можете рассказать по поводу

концерта?

М: На самом деле перед концертом Леннон

напился, и его пришлось выводить за ручку. По сути,

все выступление организовал Старр. Он буквально

выволок нас всех на сцену. МакКартни перед

концертом быстро отрастил усы, а Джон добыл очки

для зрения -1.
Л: Угадайте с 34-х раз, кто выводил меня за ручку...

(laughter) 

- Чего бы вы хотели пожелать нашим

читателям?
Л: Любви, самой разнообразной любви! Искренней, не искренней, взаимной или просто, в одну сторону…
(laughter)

 …Любви сильной!
Беседовал Антон МОРОЗ

The Legend continues

The “Beatles’ period in history wasn’t long: it lasted only 6 years (1963 – 1969). But their influence on the development of global music was huge. With their songs the Beatles made people from different nations and with different color of their skin come together. 

It’s been nearly 40 years after their breakup, but the Beatlemania continues: fans still love their music; people still look for unknown interviews, possessions if the Liverpool four, search for the Beatles’ statements, information about the influence Epstein and Martin had on them, about John Lennon’s murder. 
Their fans get older, but new generations continue the relay. The legend continues… 


John Lennon’s wall in Prague 
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