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Purpose 
1.  To learn the history of English holidays and traditions of their celebration. 
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Holidays:
· Personal 
· Traditional 
· National 
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Holidays:
With fix date:
		New Year, Halloween
With date, that changes every year:
		Easter, Thanksgiving Day 
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Merry Christmas
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Merry Christmas:
This is the biggest holiday of the year. Many people enjoy it most of all and say that this is the main holiday of the year. People send Christmas cards and decorate their houses. Almost every home has a Christmas tree. The evening before Christmas day is called Christmas eve. On Christmas Eve many people go to church and sing Christmas carols.
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On Christmas Day people open their presents and then they prepare a traditional dinner of turkey with vegetables, salads, biscuits, nuts, sweets and fruit. People eat Christmas dinner late in the afternoon.
If it snows on Christmas day, Easter will be green 
Slide 9
Who doesn’t want to have a white Christmas? Playing snowballs and making a snowman with the whole family on Christmas day is most people’s dream (apart from the countries, that celebrate Christmas in summer, on the beach).this dream is more than likely to come true in northern countries like Russia, but for British people it is different. 
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Good luck will come to the home where a fire is kept burning through the Christmas season.
Finally,  the  presents  are  bought, wrapped  and  put  away  in  a safe  dark  corner   and  it  is  time  to  enjoy  Christmas  with  your  family.  Although  it  is  not  a crime  to  spend  the  new  year  with  friends, British  Christmas  is  definitely  a family  celebration. 
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New Year
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New Year’s Day
On this day, families and friends meet for a meal. People usually make promises for the New Year. People say: «I will work harder» or «I won’t tell lies this year»
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Santa  Claus  has  a variety  of  different  names  in  different  languages, but  they  all  refer  to  the  person  of  St  Nicholas  who  lived  many  centuries  ago  in  Mura.  He  was  born  in  245  and  was  an  only  child  of  a wealthy  family.  He was orphaned at an early age.  He  grew  up  in  a monastery  and  became  widely  known  for  his love  of  children  and  for  his  generosity.
If the first visitor at your house is unknown dark- haired man, then a year of good luck will follow. 
St Nicolas is the saint patron of Russia, of children, and of sailors. 
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Amazing facts
The well- known image of Santa Claus was invented by coca- cola. The producers of this soft drink were very unhappy because their soft drink was considered a «summer» drink. They wanted to sell it in the winter too. So they hired a guy called Haddon Sundblom to make a nice ad for them. Sundblom immediately thought of Santa Claus. Actually, he modelled him more or less on his friendly neighbour, who had a round face, a short beard and a red nose… 
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Some other facts 
In 1995, in Canada, Santa Claus was given his own postcode – HOHOHO!!! 
The name «Santa Claus» comes from the Dutch Sinter Klaus short for Sinter Nikolas or Saint Nikolas. 
An internet site for Santa Claus was set up in 1997.
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St. Valentine’s Day 
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St Valentine’s Day
In Europe, North America and Australia, February 14th is famous as St Valentine’s Day.  On that  day,  people  send valentines,  special  cards  with affectionate  message,  to  their  husbands  and  wives,  boyfriends  and  girlfriends,  parents  and  children,  relatives  and  even  neighbours.  You can also send a card to a person you don’t know.  But  traditionally  you  must  never  write  your  name  on it,  and  for  the  person  whom  you  send  this  card  it  is  interesting  to guess who  has  send it.  You had better change your handwriting as well  
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The word Valentine means a special little present.
I’m going to wrap
Myself in paper
I’m going to stick
Myself with glue
I’m going to tie
A big bow on me
I’m going to mail
Myself to you!!!!
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A lot of people send each other cards with poems. Here are some of them: 
You’re my rainbow, you’re my star,
You’re my bright red cookie jar, 
You’re my goldfish, you’re my pie,
You’re the apple of my eye,
You’re my daisy, you’re my vine,
You’re my own true valentine!!! 

The sky is high, the sea is deep.
Thinking of you I cannot sleep.
If you love me, like I love you, 
Nothing but death will part us two 
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Halloween 
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Halloween is celebrated by nearly all Americans children, and over 70% of adults also take part in some Halloween activity. College students and young adults may attend masquerade parties or Halloween parades. Many families carve pumpkins and decorate the outside of their homes with the traditional Halloween symbols. 
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These days it’s hard to find a real haunted house. But every year shortly before Halloween many charities and communities create fake haunted houses. They hire actors to dress up in scary costumes and hide inside. Customers pay a few dollars each to walk through these places and have «ghosts» surprise them with a loud «boo!» and «skeletons» clang chains in their ears. Children usually like these haunted houses, but sometimes their parents are scared to death!!! 
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BOO!!! 
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After school and perhaps on into the evening, they go trick- or- treating. Often, there is a party at friend’s home or at the local community centre. At most Halloween parties, prizes are given for the best costumes. Halloween, which began hundreds of years ago as an evening of terror, is now an occasions of great fun. 
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Happy Thanksgiving
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The history of Thanksgiving Day 
Thanksgiving day, the 4th Thursday in November, is a national holiday in USA. It was first celebrated in 1621 by the Pilgrim Fathers after their first good harvest.  The settles, then called piligrims, left England and sailed to America in 1620 on the «Mayflower» seeking for a place where they could have freedom to worship. After a two- month voyage they landed at what is now Plymouth, Massachusetts, in icy November. During their first winter many of the settles died of hunger or illness, but the courageous survivors were able to found a colony.  
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In spring they planted corn and in autumn they gathered a rich harvest. The settlers decided to celebrate their victory at the new land (which became their new home) by having a feast and thanking god who helped them in their struggle against the bitter climate and rocky soil. 
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The pattern of the thanksgiving celebration has not changed through the years. It is a family day when all the members of the family gather at home of their parents. The family eats a large tradition dinner, usually consisting of turkey, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie. 
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Easter 
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The history of Easter 
Although the Christian religion gave the world Easter as we know it today, the celebration owes its name and many of its customs and symbols to a pagan festival called Eostre. Eostre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess of springtime and sunrise, got their name from the word east, where the sun rises. Every spring northern European peoples celebrated the festival Eostre to honour the awakening of new life in nature. Christians related the rising of the sun to the resurrection of Jesus and their own spiritual rebirth. 
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Many modern Easter symbols come from pagan times. The egg, for instance, was a fertility symbol long before the Christian era. The ancient Persians, Greeks, and Chinese exchanged eggs at their spring festivals. In Christian times the egg took on a new meaning symbolizing the tomb from which Christ rose. The ancient custom of dyeing eggs at Easter time is still very popular. 
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The Easter bunny also originated in pre-Christian fertility lore. The rabbit was the most fertile animal our ancestors knew, so they selected it as a symbol of new life. Today, children enjoy eating candy bunnies and listening to stories about the Easter bunny, who supposedly brings Easter eggs in a fancy basket. 
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That’s me, Balashova Nastya!!!






