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1. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Environmental protection is a universal concern. Some progress has been already made in this direction. As many as 159 countries-members of the UNO (United Nations Organization) - have set up environmental protection agencies. Numerous conferences have been held by these agencies to discuss questions of ecologically poor regions including the Aral Sea, the South Urals, Kuzbass, Chernobyl. An international environmental research center has been set up on Lake Baikal.
In 1961 the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) was founded - a small group of people who wanted to raise money for saving  animals and plants. Today, the WWF is a large international organization. It has raised over $35 million for conservation projects, and has created or given support to National Parks in five continents. It has helped 30 mammals and birds to survive. Perhaps this is not much, but it is a start. If more people give money - and if more governments think of what is happening - perhaps the WWF will be able to help us to protect the natural world and all of us with it.
In 1987, an international organization "Greenpeace" has been set up. Greenpeace does also much to preserve the environment. It protests against nuclear weapon tests, sea and soil pollution.
The movement "Travelers for Peace and Nature" in Russia launches all kinds of environmental actions and informs the public of the ways, means and results of this work. It concentrates its efforts on theory and practical work.

2. OUR BEAUTIFUL WORLD
It's an interesting world we live in ! We fly to other planets and discover old manuscripts. We create artificial intellect and get to the depths of the ocean. We release tremendous energies and cause global disasters. We build the tunnel under the Channel and pollute our beautiful planet. Millions of tons of oil are released into the sea every year. We can only imagine how many seabirds and animals die because of it .Vast forests are cut and burnt in fire. As a result some rare species of animals, plants disappear forever. Ozone layer protects the Earth from the dangerous ultraviolet rays of the sun. But the ozone layer is destroyed by a stuff of the aerosol sprays and refrigerators. People will have to take measures because the dangerous rays get through the atmosphere, causing skin cancer and other diseases. Much  must be done to keep the planet suitable for living.
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3. PROBLEMS OF THE NORTH
Our village Urengoy is small, but we also have environmental problems. Urengoy was founded in 1965. Its population is about 10 thousand people. Urengoy is situated on the river Pur. Geologists arrived on this land in 1965 and began prospecting useful minerals. Our land is rich in gas and oil. For a long time our village had been very clean. But the more people, the more environmental problems. For many years people have been throwing  rubbish near their homes, in the rivers, in the forest zones. Heavy machines ruin the  fragile reindeer moss, tundra in the whole.
The nature of the North must be protected. The Western Siberia is one of the greatest gas and oil deposits in the world. But if we go on using natural resources as quickly as nowadays, we will use up all resources of natural gas and oil very soon. Besides, building gas and oil derricks, using cater pillar machines and burning gas torches pollute and distract the habitat of animals. As a result, many animals of the North are under the threat. Among them are:

A White bear - the biggest Earth beast.

Habitat:  sea coasts, basin of the Kara sea, the Northern island of the archipelago New Earth, the islands around peninsula Yamal.  Here are some facts:

1950 - there are 10 thousands of white bears. 

1956 - prohibition on the hunting of white bears. 

1980 - the number of animals is approximately 25 000.
Atlantic walrus.  

 Habitat  :   the Kara Sea, the Barentsevo Sea, the White sea, the East Sea coast of the peninsula Yamal.

 1966 - there are 25 thousand  of walrus. In the Kara sea - approximately a thousand of animals. Besides there are northern deer, Greenland whale, grey frog, little swan, loon and other animals  that are in danger.

In tundra one can find northern deer, arctic foxes, gluttons and other wild animals less than before.
We think, one more problem of the Far North is a radioactive pollution, as well.            
'' There was an underground nuclear explosion in 1988 in a distance of 30 kilometers from our village of Urengoy. This way the emptiness between the layers of the Earth was taken away. As a result of this explosion, the national economy of our North suffered slight losses. But during a short period of time it was forbidden to gather berries and mushrooms in a polluted area", mentioned  Antonenko Sergey Urievich (the team explosion chief, interviewed by students in 2000). About 1,5 thousand kilometers from our village of Urengoy there is an island Novaya Zemlya ."Now nuclear factories are being built on Novaya Zemlya for destroying the radioactive wastes. The Research data shows that this radioactive pollution can be not safe for people living in the Far North" - S.U Antonenko.                          
During the World War 2 there was a nuclear explosion in Khirosima and Nagasaki. As a result, a lot of people died, new generations were not healthy. The activity of many public organizations is directed to the protection of  environment. One of the most known organizations is "Greenpeace", its purpose is prevention from  the environmental  degradation.






HUNTING, pet and fur trade                                                                          POLLUTION           

 Hunting kills millions of animals every year,                                                       Many territories, water, basins,

 smuggling of many unique animals causes death                                                          lakes, rivers, seas,  oceans, of animals  which cannot adopt to the                                                         atmosphere are polluted with all

   new environment.                                                                                           kinds of wastes.

 


DESTRUCTION OF HABITATS

When people move into a new land,

 the plants and animals that live there 

can become endangered.
4. EXPLORATION NO 1: The life as it was 30-40 years ago.
We've interviewed some people who were among the first ones to come to our place. They said : "The more people, the more building constructions - the more trash, noise that make bad influence on our Nature. Besides there are fewer wild animals here such as squirrels, hares, foxes, sables, badgers, brown bears”.
They keep in mind such a funny story: "Once we had a very strange guest when we used to live in a cabin. A bear visited us. Fortunately, nobody was at home. The bear had broken the lock, entered the room, ate the condensed milk, threw the garlic around the room and broke the frig." It was not a rare event in our place. We can`t see bears near the village any more. Now it sounds funny. 
One more problem connected with our place is cutting down the fir trees for the New Year. The most awful thing is cutting down the cedars. And we know that a fir tree and a cedar needs 25 years to reach one meter height. Every year every family in our village has a New Year tree at home. There are more than 3500 families in my village. Can you imagine that every year our people cut down about 3500 fir trees and cedars! Why do we do it? I think, the first reason is deep root traditions in Russia: to have  a fir tree with it's scent at home, just from the forest. The second reason is in it's price. The fir tree from the forest is ten times cheaper than an artificial one. We think, it`s necessary to follow the traditions of some foreign countries: to grow New Year trees for special occasions or to rent it. 7 years ago students of our village were lucky to meet  an American teacher of Ecology on the Program of Exchange Mr.  Ritter from Pennsylvania. He told  that in his country the Fir Trees are grown for special occasions.
    5. EXPLORATION NO 2: Plastic, glass, metal wastes.
The quality of water in our place is not perfect. Many people buy water in plastic bottles. We have interviewed 100 families. They live in Urengoy.

The first question was: How many plastic bottles/ containers or bags do you throw out per week? 

	3 families 
	24 families/

per week
	48 families/

per week
	25 families/

per week

	Do not buy anything in plastic
	1-3 
	4-8
	10


The second question was: How many tin cans do you throw out per week?
	5 families 
	42families/

per week
	37 families/

per week
	16 families/

per week

	Do not buy anything in tin cans
	1-3 


	4- 8
	More than 8

	
	
	
	


The third question was: How many pieces of glassware do you throw out per week?
	25 families 
	31 families/

per week
	28  families/

per week
	16 families/

per week

	Do not throw out any glassware
	1-3 


	4- 8
	More than 8


CONCLUSION: 100 families throw out  / per  week
	plastic bottles/containers
	pieces of glassware
	tin cans

	693
	310
	470


Total:
	Wastes
	100       families throw out (per month)
	3000        families throw out (per month)
	3000        families throw out (per year)

	Plastic bottles/containers920
	2777
	83160
	997920

	Tin cans
	1880
	56400
	446400

	Glassware
	1240
	37200
	676800


Do you know the approximate decomposition time in a landfill? To break down tin cans we need about 100 years. Aluminum cans     and plastic bottles need up to 500 years to be broken  down. Glass containers will be never broken  down.
We think, it`s a problem. We haven't got any mini-factories to recycle plastic and glass, paper. And we are sure, that not only in our village, but in the whole Region there are no such factories for recycling wastes, though they should be. The peculiarity of the Far North Regions is that a great amount of products ( fruits and vegetables, meat products) are tinned products supplied to our Region as the climatic conditions of our Region do not allow to grow them here. As for our far away Region, we should have mini-factories to recycle plastic, metal, paper and other wastes. If it's impossible to do it in the village - why not to organize gathering plastic, tin, glass, paper wastes companies  and send it for recycling by empty cargo railway cars going from the Far North to the other centers of the region?

6. THE RESULTS OF EXPLORATION (PROPOSALS).

We don't think that all people are so selfish, don't want to take care of Nature. There should be strict laws and  everyone`s  contribution to help the Nature. Our proposals are: 
1. To organize ecological companies in towns and villages responsible for gathering  plastic, metal, paper wastes and send it in empty cargo railway cars to the cities of the region for  recycling.
2. To build ( in capital centers of the  Far North)  mini-factories  to recycle plastic, metal, paper wastes.
3. To grow fir trees for special occasions.
4. To produce not expensive artificial New Year Trees from the recycled plastic wastes.
5. We think, every enterprise should be responsible for the sanitary conditions of  a definite district in the village.
6. Irresponsible  specialists should be punished for bad pureeing of water for population.
7. The new laws should be adopted to protect our Nature: taking much more money for cutting down the fir trees, cedars, throwing out the  trash around the village, a forest zone, littering in the village and in the wood; smoking at institutions, school territories.
8. The owners of the lories should be punished  for leaving their transport working near the houses, poisoning the air.
7. WHAT CAN WE, STUDENTS , DO TO HELP THE NATURE? 
It's really nice to walk in the woods or go camping if people remember and keep in mind the nature rules: don't break trees, baby trees, plants, don't make a fire on the ground in the woods (there should be special pallets not to burn the ground), don't leave paper and other things on the ground, put the litter in a rubbish bin, keep rivers, ponds, lakes and seas clean; leave food, corn and nuts for birds and animals in winter. We should live in agreement with nature, otherwise it will take revenge on us.

We should understand that we are not the only and the last generation to live in this world. We should protect our woods and rivers, our nature, but we should take more care of our health because it is the main riches for all people.
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