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LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP AMONG TEENAGERS
       Very often girls and boys have some questions: “What is love?”  “What  is  friendship?” “What is the source of them?” And “How can a person understand that it occurs to him?”        

       In my work I am not going to examine love and friendship from the scientific point of view, as psychologists and pedagogues feat the question. To a considerable extent it is a work in which teenagers’ relationships are described from their point of view without concrete conclusions or advice. 
       There are a lot of songs, verses, poems, books which are devoted to a great feeling, the name of which is love. There is even a holiday devoted to love, the St. Valentine’s day, on February, 14th. This day loving couples give each other small cards with declarations of love. 

       There are various popular and interesting legends of St. Valentine’s Day. 

According to one very popular legend, Valentine was a priest in Rome who lived during the reign of Emperor Claudius II. Under his regime, Claudius is said to have engaged to recruit soldiers. However, Claudius found that not many soldiers were keen to join the army because of attachment with their wives and families. In order to sever the bond of attachment, Claudius cancelled all marriages and engagements in Rome. Valentine – a romantic at heart priest, defied this callous decree of Claudius by secretly arranging marriages of young men and women. When Valentine’s defiance was discovered by the Emperor, he was brutally beaten up and put to death on February 14, about 270 AD. 
       For his martyrdom and dedication for the cause Valentine was name a Saint after his death. By Middle Ages, Saint Valentine became popular as the patron saint of love and lovers in England and France to the extent that Pope Gelasius declared February 14 as Valentine’s Day on 498 AD and put an end to pagan celebrations. Thus, Saint Valentine’s martyrdom day became an occasion to celebrate love.
       Every year we celebrate this holiday. But have we ever been in love? I’ve interviewed my classmates and schoolmates of 7th – 9th forms. The questions were: “What is love?” and “Is this feeling familiar to you?”
The teenagers gave the definition of love according to their ideas. 

Here their answers are.

Roman V. /16 years of old/Lukhovitzi-3
Love  is an unfamiliar feeling for me. I experienced  it not only in usual cases, but also when it was necessary to choose something one, more important for me. I do not know, it if was a real love, or it was just a feeling of affection or maybe friendship or passion.
Masha E. /15 years of old/Kolomna

Love is a feeling which can change a person, make him better. And at the same time it can kill him.
Maryanna G. /16 years of old/Lukhovitzi-3

Love is a feeling of a man and a woman, often temporary. Being a schoolboy or a schoolgirl it is rather hard to say exactly what love is. More often it can be a light amorousness, a fleeting attraction to a person who is close to you in this or that way. It is good if is a mutual feeling but as a rule it seldom happens. 
Alina T. /14 years of old/ Lukhovitzi-3  

Love is an inexplicable feeling which is developing during life-time, which can reach new tops but in other cases it can make people unhappy. 

Anton A. /17 years of old/ Lukhovitzi-3

A story about early school love.

When I was in the 4th  form, I was fond of my two classmates and as it turned out later they were fond of me. They were my best friends. I could not choose one of them . Every day we went home together. Going home after lessons we passed by a grocery shop and my friends bought me very tasty Tula gingerbread. When at last I understood who is pleasant to me more, I told him about it. His friend understood everything and notwithstanding our “love” we remained three best friends. But all is well that ends well
Artem A. /17 years of old/ Kolomna
It does not fall in drops as tear, it flows as a flood. It cannot be expressed in words. It can be felt. 
       After perusal of the answers it becomes clear that teenagers characterize love as an inexplicable feeling which on the one hand lends a person wings, but on the other hand can make him very unhappy. As for me, I believe love is not only the most ancient feeling but it is also the most noble, creative and the most human. Suffering, humiliation, envy, egoism, ambition, greed – all fade before clearing force of love. Sometimes it is capable of raising a person from the depths of life and bringing him to snow-white tops of spirits. A person in love discovers new worlds, becomes kind, sympathetic, sensitive. 
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What is a real friendship? 
       So, from my point of view, a real friendship, first f all, is relations among people which can be characterized somehow, and there is a tradition to name the certain type of relations friendship. In fact there are real alive relationships without names, characteristics and clear contours.

       I define friendship as human affinity: it is a good dialogue, partnership, a generality of sights and interests, mutual understanding, trust and as a result liking. 
       Friends accept each other. Mistrust is fear. It means absence of friendship. Friends are real help. That’s why the more friends, the better. 

       Friendly liking is a top-class feeling. It is as love but it is more transparent, it is easier and more reliable without the seamy side of life. It may be very strong and it gives heaps of joy.

There exist:

Female friendship
Women are practical and pragmatic creatures. From the social point of view it is often not very good because in general women don’t accept such (in their opinion) far-fetched principles as faithfulness and fidelity. Female friendship is always a temporary union. Two women are as two independent states honoring, first of all, their own interests. Sometimes, it is useful to have an ally.
Women are best friends while friendship is convenient and favorable. But as soon as their interests are crossed their friendship dies. 

Male friendship

Male friendship is a little different. The basis of their relationships is an emotional mutual aid as it is in women’s friendship but principles of man’s honor and fidelity are added. It’s necessary to mention that honor and fidelity are rather virtual concepts as love and friendship are. It is a king of a code of rules which has been inculcated to men since and then it becomes their sacred duty to follow this code of rules.
Friendship between the man and the women

At last about something interesting. The theme of friendship between the man and the women becomes a field of verbal slaughters with an enviable regularity. All mess arises because of use of the words which don’t have clear definitions. Friendship, passion, love, liking… where does one come to an end and the other begin? Nobody knows it and  nobody can know because of the conditional nature of these concepts. But one thing is unquestionable – relations between a man and a women are possible.
Interview. Questions: “What is friendship? Does it exist?”

Ilya T. /13 years of old/ Kolomna
Friendship at school, in my opinion, it is relationships not only among schoolmates but also among all representatives of the school collective. Some of my classmates are my friends. We have many interests in common. My friends are always ready to help me in a difficult situation.
Nastya S. /15 years of old/ Kolomna
Friendship may be different. It is impossible to give it a definition in a few words. You just find a kindred soul. It is great to have a lot of friends, but the main thing is to know, that they are devoted to you, because people often make friends for the sake of profit. 
A story about a close friendship which ceased in a flash because love has interfered. 
Sonya R./16 years of old/ Lykhovitzi
I had the best girlfriend. We have been friends since our childhood. We have many interests in common. One day walking in park we got acquainted with two guys. We could not suppose our liking the same guy. But it happened so. Because of this feeling our relation became worse. We became reserved. Once when I was going to the girlfriend, I saw them together. They were walking arm-in-arm… I thought my girlfriend and I were the best friends in the world, but she changed me for him!  Our friendship was wrecked because of love. Soon they parted. My ex-girlfriend suffered a lot, came to me, begged me pardon. I forgave but didn’t forget. Since then our relation were different, there was not former trust and sincerity. By the way, that guy turned out to be a riff-raff. He wounded feelings of many girls. So never, never betray your friendship!
Lisa H. / 14 years of old/ Kolomna
A friend is a person, who will always support you both in the afternoon, and at night. He/she is a person, who won’t take offence because of your mistake but will just smile. Friends never betray each other. And never forget about each other.

Elena P. / 17 years of old/ Lukhovitzi-3

This story is about my two schoolmates. That time Luba and I were first formers. One day a new pupil came to our class. His name was Roma. That very day Luba ran up to me and said: “Listen! I’ve got acquainted with the new boy!” As it turned out later Roma and Luba were neighbors. Despite of mockeries about groom and bride, the children were friends. Every evening they went to each other to watch TV, do their homework and exchange whispered secrets. Sometimes they quarreled, they even had tight in the early childhood, but they always made it up. Now I’m an 11th – form pupil, I trust in a true friendship and thanks to my classmates for making me to believe in it. 

So we examined friendship as teenagers see it.
In conclusion I’d like to quote K.S. Luuis’s words:” Friendship is not necessary for life, it is one of those things the absence of which makes our life useless.” 
I agree with these words because, in my opinion, good deed of love and friendship is not only in inspiring us with faith in other people, but also in finding faith in oneself.

There are lots of opinions about friendship and love but one of them is unquestionable: they exist and they make our life brighter and more interesting. 
