То Read or not to Read …
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People read books for different purposes. Some read for more information, others read for fun or just to waste the time away. 

 Books are different – they are fiction, non fiction, science fiction, biographies, detectives or spy stories, historic books. Some people read many reference books – encyclopedias, dictionaries, almanacs, maps, periodicals (newspapers and magazines), essays and so on. 

 Reading is a useful pastime because on the one hand it gives many moments of joy and pleasure; on the other hand it develops readers’ mind and characters. As the proverb says “Books are best teachers” and it’s really true, because books teach us to be noble, intelligent, industrious, to love nature, to understand other people’s feelings. Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. It enriches people’s mind and stirs imagination. 

 It’s rather difficult to give advice on reading. People’s interests are different, one enjoy reading romantic novels, other think they are boring and are keen on memories and biographies, still other enjoy poetry and find it marvelous.   

  There are books which have been our great favorites since childhood, we grow up with them, and they stay in our memory for ever. Among these books are poems and fairy – tales written by A. Pushkin, S. Marshak and many others.  

  The world of books is enormous; a book is one of the greatest wonders of the world. It gives us a unique chance to link up with authors who lived hundreds and thousands of years ago. Thanks to books we can talk to people who lived in different ages and countries. Through reading books we hear voices, thoughts and feelings of those people who lived hundreds of years ago.


People’s desire to read (over  18 years old)
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People in England and Russia buy some books every year
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To begin with, I have to admit that youngsters of my age do not read much. The most industrious  pupils certainly do their homework regularly, and a part of that work is reading – in Russian and English. But as taking up some additional stories, books that are out of the school schedule, they are not ever willing to do that. Teenagers enjoy reading for fun and would read more if they had time. 

  Most teenagers have different opinions on reading. In modern society books have become overshadowed by cinema, TV, video as entertainment, and by computers as a source of information. Of course, computers offer a much more perfect and economical way of storing and retrieving data and it’s easier to switch on TV or VCR, and watch a thriller. But the artistic value of books is undeniable. Only by reading can a person learn to think, to feel, to behave as a human being. Books enrich our experience, showing us events and situations that we could hardly face in real life. By reading we develop our imagination, and this is when books beat the movies, because cinema leaves nothing to imagination – it just shows life as seen through the eyes of a director. And what can be compared to the feel of a well printed book in your hands, the artwork, the print, the smell of paper?       
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    A total of 301 children ages 7 – 17 responded, including 47, 5% per cent girls and 52, 5% per cent boys.62 per cent of the time. 73 per cent of girls and 48 per cent of boys said they would read more if they had time.  
When kids are not reading books, they say they are reading magazines (more than 76 per cent), newspapers (12 per cent), and even the back of cereal boxes (32 per cent).75 per cent of teen girls reported reading magazines dedicated to fashion and beauty. Nearly half of the boys surveyed read magazines about video games, while 24 per cent read computer / electronics manuals.  
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The survey made it clear that teenagers are regularly encouraged to read and 80 per cent were read aloud to as children either “sometimes” or “all the time”. Girls showed more enthusiasm and reading for fun (50 per cent) than boys (31 per cent), who said they were more likely to read to learn.
“My favorite books”
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We see: the older are students the less they read
Reading is my passion. Nowadays I enjoy reading English books for children and doing small presentations.

Such books provide mystery, suspense, action, adventure, rhymes and poetry. They increase children’s desire to learn to read and promote reading as a habit.  
This is one of my presentations. 
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2 класс�
�
Тематика книги�
Количество читателей�
�
Book about cosmos�
3�
�
Fairy tales�
5�
�
Legends�
1�
�
Comics�
0�
�
Stories about adventure�
0�
�
Stories about spies�
0�
�
Stories about detectives�
4�
�
Book about animals�
4�
�
Book about wildlife�
1�
�
Poems�
2�
�
Magazines�
1�
�






5 класс�
�
Тематика книги�
Количество читателей�
�
Book about cosmos�
3�
�
Fairy tales�
0�
�
Legends�
4�
�
Comics�
1�
�
Stories about adventure�
5�
�
Stories about spies�
5�
�
Stories about detectives�
1�
�
Book about animals�
1�
�
Book about wildlife�
0�
�
Poems�
0�
�
Magazines�
4�
�






6 класс�
�
Тематика книги�
Количество 


читателей�
�
Book about cosmos�
2�
�
Fairy tales�
1�
�
Legends�
3�
�
Comics�
6�
�
Stories about adventure�
3�
�
Stories about spies�
4�
�
Stories about detectives�
2�
�
Book about animals�
3�
�
Book about wildlife�
1�
�
Poems�
2�
�
Magazines�
5�
�






8 класс�
�
Тематика книги�
Количество читателей�
�
Book about cosmos�
0�
�
Fairy tales�
3�
�
Legends�
0�
�
Comics�
1�
�
Stories about adventure�
5�
�
Stories about spies�
2�
�
Stories about detectives�
5�
�
Book about animals�
2�
�
Book about wildlife�
0�
�
Poems�
0�
�
Magazines�
10�
�






11 класс�
�
Тематика книги�
Количество читателей�
�
Book about cosmos�
0�
�
Fairy tales�
0�
�
Legends�
1�
�
Comics�
0�
�
Stories about adventure�
0�
�
Stories about spies�
0�
�
Stories about detectives�
5�
�
Book about animals�
1�
�
Book about wildlife�
0�
�
Poems�
0�
�
Magazines�
11�
�
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