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    When we look at the map and see so many geographical names we usually think how they appeared on it, why, who and when gave them. Many of them are the names of the outstanding people of various countries and famous explores and travelers, of course. We can find the names of Abel Tasman, Christopher Columbus, Ferdinand Magellan, Thomas Cook, Charles Darwin, Vitus Bering, David Livingstone….All these people were very strong, brave and clever. Why did they make very long voyages, risking their lives? Sometimes they had their own ideas and wanted to prove them, sometimes they were missionaries and wanted to turn local people-aborigines to Christians, they often wanted to become rich and get gold and other values. In the end they greatly changed the lives of the people of their own country and the whole world.
    We were greatly impressed by the travels, lives, and achievements of two of the explorers who lived in different countries and in different time but their influence on the continents they visited (America and Africa)and further interconnections between these continents and Europe was tremendous.
Christopher Columbus (1451 – 1506)

[image: image2.wmf]Christopher Columbus was born on the 29th of October, 1451 on the island of Corsica (according to one of versions) —and died on the 20th of May, 1506 in Valladolid, Spain — the Spanish explorer, world famous for the discovering of America (1492).

Columbus had been  inspired by Magellan's travel and dared to make so dangerous and long voyage. Columbus wished to discover some other way to India - through the Pacific Ocean, but he did not know about America and by "mistake" he discovered this continent.

Columbus was the first to cross the Atlantic Ocean. He began discovering  South America as well. He discovered the Antilles — the central part of the Bahamas Archipelago, Lesser Antilles, and also а lot of small islands in the Caribbean Sea and the island Trinidad at the coast of South America.

In total Columbus made 4 travels:

 The First travel lasted from August, 3rd 1492 to March, 15th 1493;

The second travel lasted from September, 25th 1493 to June, 11th 1496;

 The third travel lasted from May, 30th 1498 to November, 25th 1500. 

The fourth travel lasted from May, 9th 1502 to November 1504.

Christopher Columbus said that he had never seen anything so beautiful, trees «beautiful and green, different from ours, with flowers and fruits … and little birds which sing very sweetly». The great navigator`s impression, recorded in the journal of his voyage on 28th October 1492, is the first known written description of a rainforest. It makes  heart to beat. Rainforests are, quite simply, extraordinarily beautiful.

[image: image3.wmf]Columbus (Colombo) was born to a poor Genoa family. He studied at Pavijsky University. In 1470 he married Felipe Monies de Palestrello. Till 1472 Columbus lived in Genoa, and since 1472 — lived in Savone. 

In the first expedition three vessels went with Columbus — "Santa-Maria" (leader), "Pint" and "Ninya". There were only 90 persons. During this expedition America has been discovered. By this travel expansion of Spain to a New World began. 
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Columbus's second flotilla had already 17 courts. A leader — "Maria-Gallant". Expedition had 1500—2500 persons. There already were not only seamen, but also monks, priests, officials, court.

For the third expedition Columbus had not enough money, only 300 persons and six small ships went with Columbus. Island Trinidad had been explored for two weeks, but Columbus fell ill and they went to Santo-Domingo.

In the fourth expedition Columbus took his brother Bartholomew and a 13-year-old son Hernando. During the fourth travel Columbus discovered continent to the south of Cuba — coast of Central America — and  proved  that the Atlantic Ocean separates from the Southern sea about which he heard from the Indians, as about insuperable barrier. He also informed about the first American Indian people living at the Southern sea.

Seriously ill Columbus had been transported to Seville. He could not achieve restoration of the rights granted to him and privileges, and all money  spent for companions on travel.

After Columbus's death in 1506 its ashes at first have been buried in Seville (Spain), but then Emperor Charles V decided to satisfy his desire and to bury him on the earth of West Indies. Seville and Santo-Domingo arose dispute for the right to be considered as a place where the great seafarer was based.

Monetary units in El Salvador and Costa Rica are called « colon ».  In Spanish the surname known to us "Columbus" sounds in such a way. In El Salvador, for example, there are banknotes in 1‚ 2‚ 5‚ 10‚ 25‚ 50‚ 100 and 200 colon. 

A set of films is made about Columbus and many books are written. There are statues of Columbus in many cities and towns of Spain, Portugal, Columbia, U.S.A and other places on the American continent.
I chose Columbus, because he discovered America and I like America.  I wanted to learn more about Columbus and his voyage. Columbus was great, brave and a very interesting person. In America he found new kinds of vegetables and fruits and also new kinds of animals. He died poor and I find it wrong. Columbus became popular just after death.
David Livingstone (1813 - 1873)
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Livingstone was a Scottish missionary and one of the greatest European explorers of Africa, whose opening up the interior of the continent contributed to the 'Scramble for Africa'.

[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


The world renowned Victoria Falls which the local Kololo tribe call Mosi-oa-tunya (the smoke that thunders) are one of Africa’s scenic and enchanting sights. They were named after Queen Victoria by the first white man to see them -- explorer David Livingstone -- in 1855. When local people showed him 5.45 million litres of water plunging every minute into a 100-meter deep chasm, David Livingstone was overwhelmed by their splendor and he immediately christened them after his Queen. At the Falls the Zambezi River is over 1.6 im wide, and plunges into 106 m deep chasm which runs across the path of the river.
Fig.1, 2- Victoria Falls
David Livingstone was born on 19 March 1813 in the mill town of Blantyre, beside the bridge crossing into Blantyre, Lanark shire, Scotland,[2] into a Protestant family believed to be descended from the highland Livingstone’s clan that had been previously known as the Clan MacLea.

Fig.4-The house where David Livingstone was born.
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[image: image9.wmf]He married the daughter of the missionary Robert Moffat. They were married for eighteen years and had five children (one died in infancy in Africa). The Livingstone Centre has some interesting exhibits related to the family, including details of one son who died fighting in the American Civil War. 
His wife and family often accompanied him during his expeditions into the interior. It was during one such trip in 1862 that his wife died of complications related to African fever. 

For 30 years his life was spent in an unwearied effort to evangelize the native races, to explore the undiscovered secrets, to abolish the desolating slave trade of Central Africa where with his last words he wrote, "All I can add in my solitude is may Heaven's high blessing come down on every one, American, English or Turk who will help to heal this open sore of the world." 
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Fig.5- Henry Morton Stanley of the New York Herald meets David Livingstone at Ujiji, 1871.
I like this traveler because I really like Victoria Falls and I dream to go there. It was very interesting for me to know about the discovering of the waterfall.
Fig. 3- David Livingstone’s family family
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