RESEARCH WORK

The Golden Age of Elizabeth the Great
INTRODUCTION 
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Elizabeth I (1533-1603), queen of England and Ireland (1558-1603), daughter of Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn. Elizabeth was the longest-reigning English monarch in nearly two centuries and the first woman to successfully occupy the English throne. Called Glorianna and Good Queen Bess, Elizabeth enjoyed enormous popularity during her life and became an even greater legend after her death. 

Elizabeth’s reign was marked by her effective use of Parliament and the Privy Council, a small advisory body of the important state officials, and by the development of legal institutions in the English counties. Elizabeth firmly established Protestantism in England, encouraged English enterprise and commerce, and defended the nation against the powerful Spanish naval force known as the Spanish Armada. Her reign was noted for the English Renaissance, an outpouring of poetry and drama led by William Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, and Christopher Marlowe that remains unsurpassed in English literary history (see English Literature). She was the last of the Tudor monarchs, never marrying or producing an heir, and was succeeded by her closest relative, James VI of Scotland. 

Background and Early Life
Elizabeth was born at Greenwich Palace in London on September 7, 1533. Her parents, Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, wanted a son as heir and were not pleased with the birth of a daughter. When she was two her mother was beheaded for adultery, and Elizabeth was exiled from court. She was later placed under the protection of Catherine Parr, Henry’s sixth wife, and educated in the same household as her half-brother, Edward. Both were raised Protestant. The noted scholar Roger Ascham later served as her tutor, and he educated her as a potential heir to the throne rather than as an insignificant daughter of the monarch. Elizabeth underwent rigorous training in Greek, Latin, rhetoric, and philosophy and was an intellectually gifted pupil. 

Edward VI succeeded his father in 1547 at the age of nine. Because of her position as a member of the royal family, Elizabeth became a pawn in the intrigues of the nobles who governed in the boy’s name. One of them twice proposed marriage to her. When her Roman Catholic half-sister, Mary I, inherited the crown in 1553, Elizabeth faced different dangers. She was now sought out to lead Protestant conspiracies, despite the fact that she had supported Mary’s accession and attended Catholic services. In 1554 Mary had Elizabeth imprisoned in the Tower of London, briefly threatened her with execution, and then placed her under house arrest. Elizabeth lived quietly at her family’s country retreat north of London until she became queen upon her sister’s death in 1558. Elizabeth’s experiences as a child and young adult helped her develop keen political instincts that allowed her to skillfully balance aristocratic factions and court favorites during her long reign. 

Elizabethan Religion
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Elizabeth’s accession marked the final change in the nation’s official religion. Her father and half-brother established Protestantism in England, but her half-sister, Mary, attempted forcibly to restore Catholicism. As Henry VIII’s reign had terrorized Catholics, so Mary’s persecuted Protestants. Under Mary, prominent Protestant clergymen were either executed or they fled abroad. The power of the pope was reestablished in England, though even Mary could do nothing to restore the church lands sold off during Henry’s reign. 

Elizabeth inherited a highly charged religious situation, which she handled with great skill. Although there was never any doubt she would return England to Protestantism, Elizabeth had to contend with opposition from both Catholics and radical Protestants. Catholic bishops and peers controlled the House of Lords and fought Elizabeth’s first attempts to bring back Protestantism. Protestants exiled under the reign of Mary I returned to England, and many brought with them new and radical Protestant ideas, especially those of John Calvin, a French religious reformer. Calvin stressed the importance of predestination, the belief that salvation was predetermined for some people and not for others. Calvin also wanted the clergy to play a less important role in the state church and to concern themselves with preaching the gospel rather than in becoming bishops. 

Under Elizabeth, England again broke with the pope, Catholic services were forbidden, priests were allowed to marry, and relics and decorations were removed from the churches. In attempting to diffuse the religious situation, Elizabeth tried to accommodate Catholic sensibilities in matters she judged less essential. She used Parliament to establish the official doctrine of the new church, which ensured that the voice of Catholic peers would be heard. Under the Act of Supremacy, she assumed the title of Supreme Governor of the Church, rather than the title of Supreme Head, a move to placate critics because Supreme Governor sounded less powerful. She would not allow retaliation against those who had assisted Mary, and she treated with some leniency those who refused to swear an oath to her supremacy. 

The English form of Protestantism was defined in part by two measures enacted during Elizabeth’s reign—the Act of Uniformity of 1559 and the Thirty-nine Articles of 1563. The Act of Uniformity established a common prayer book and set the basic ceremonies of the church. The Thirty-nine Articles established religious doctrine that governed the church until the English Revolution in the 1640s. Both acts were compromises that favored the views of more conservative or moderate Protestant groups. 

Elizabeth viewed the church as an inseparable part of her monarchy and would not tolerate challenges to it. Such challenges came from both Catholics, who clung to the old faith and plotted to remove the queen, and from Puritans, radical Protestants who wanted to abolish all traces of Catholicism (see Puritanism). 

Catholic challenges and plots persisted through much of Elizabeth’s reign, and Elizabeth reacted to them strongly. In 1569 a group of powerful Catholic nobles in northern England rose in rebellion but were savagely repressed. The northern earls were executed, their property and those of their followers was confiscated, and their heirs were deprived of their inheritance. In 1570 the pope excommunicated Elizabeth, sanctioning Catholic efforts to dethrone her. In 1571 an international conspiracy was uncovered to assassinate her in favor of her cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots. Although Mary was beheaded in 1587 after years of being at the center of Catholic plots against Elizabeth, such plots did not end until England defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588. 

Elizabeth’s battles against the Puritans were less conclusive. She suspended Archbishop of Canterbury Edmund Grindal when he would not punish Puritans who refused to kneel or make the sign of the cross. She also imprisoned a member of Parliament in 1576 for introducing a bill to change the prayer book, and she refused to accept the Lambeth Articles of 1595, which contained a Calvinist, and more radical, interpretation of the doctrine of predestination. But Elizabeth’s efforts did not stop the Puritans from criticizing the established church, attacking bishops, and converting others to their views. The significance of the Elizabethan religious settlement is that it was able to hold the vast majority of the people together, despite being a compromise few would have chosen.

Elizabethan ECONOMY

The nation that Elizabeth inherited was experiencing a steady increase in population. During the 16th century the population of England and Wales would roughly double, and by Elizabeth’s death in 1603 would reach 5 million. The continued population growth placed strains on the economy, which was made worse by serious harvest failures in every decade of Elizabeth’s reign. Prices for food and clothing skyrocketed in what became known as the Great Inflation. The 1590s were the worst years of the century, marked by starvation, epidemic disease, and roving bands of vagrants looking for work. 

Elizabeth’s government enacted legislation known as the Poor Laws, which made every local parish responsible for its own poor, created workhouses, and severely punished homeless beggars. Parliament also passed bills to ensure fair prices in times of shortage and to regulate wages in times of unemployment. One of the queen’s most important economic decisions was to issue a new currency that contained a standard amount of precious metal. This raised confidence in the currency and also allowed businesses to enter into long-term financial contracts. 

During Elizabeth’s reign, England expanded trade overseas and the merchant community grew. Private shipbuilding boomed and navigational advances made long sea voyages safer. England’s chief commodity was woolen cloth, traded mostly at the Dutch port of Antwerp for finished goods and such luxuries as French wines. Cloth exports grew over the course of the reign, but suffered from competition from finer Spanish products and from Antwerp’s decline after its harbor silted up and became impassable by the mid-1560s. In the 1560s financier Sir Thomas Gresham founded the Royal Exchange to help merchants find secure markets for their goods. 

At the same time, new enterprises like the Muscovy Company were chartered to find outlets for English products. In 1600 the government granted the English East India Company a monopoly to trade in Asia, Africa, and America. The desire to expand overseas trade was also a motive in the ventures of English explorers such as Sir Francis Drake, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and Sir Walter Raleigh. Such adventurers established the first English outposts in North America. 
QUEEN’S DEATH
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Queen Elizabeth as Gloriana may have seemed to many to be immortal, but by the turn of the seventeenth century, she was beginning to display very real human frailty.  Life as a monarch may have been glorious at times, but it was a difficult, demanding, and often very lonely task, and Elizabeth was tired both physically and emotionally. She herself said : 

“To be a king and wear a crown, is a thing more glorious to them that see it, than it is pleasant to them that bear it”

	She had always known that popularity was a fickle thing, and although she said nothing, she knew that those around her were preparing for the time when her reign would be over. She was old, and the illusion that she was not, was falling away rapidly. When visiting the House of a courtier she had to have a stick to walk up the stairs, and during the opening of Parliament she almost fell under the weight of her heavy robes. Elizabeth knew that an aged queen could not long command the hearts of the young, who were waiting for the sun to rise on a new world. Also, for some years the Queen had been suffering from some form of mental instability, although at this distance in time it is impossible to diagnose what her condition was. She was no longer quite the charming, witty, graceful, monarch that she had once been. She was rather paranoid, and was increasingly bitter. She was also lonelier and lonelier as more friends passed away. She had never doubted the justice of the execution of her once favourite, Robert Devereux, but she grieved deeply at the death of the man she had loved and nurtured since childhood. Sometimes she would sit in dark rooms, weeping at his young and tragic end.

	It was with sadness that the Queen's death was announced on the streets of London the following morning, and witnesses described the eerie silence of the stunned  crowd.  For almost 45 years they had been ruled by Elizabeth, and knew no other way of life. 

As the Queen had wished, there was no post mortem.  Her body was embalmed, and placed in a lead coffin.  A few days later, the Queen began her last journey.  She was taken by water to Whitehall, and laid in state, before being taken to Westminster Hall.  There her body was to remain until the new King gave orders for her funeral.

	On the 28th of April 1603, the Queen was given a magnificent funeral.  Her coffin, covered in purple velvet, was drawn by four horses draped in black.  An effigy of the great Queen, dressed in the robes of state with a crown on her head and a sceptre in her hands, lay on the coffin beneath a mighty canopy held by six knights. Behind the Queen came her palfrey, led by her Master of Horse.  The chief mourner, the Marchioness of Northampton, led the peeresses of the realm all dressed in black, and behind them came all the important men of the realm, as well as over two hundred poor folks.  The streets were full of people, all come to pay their last respects to the Queen who had ruled them so wisely and for so long as she made her way to her final resting place at Westminster Abbey.   When they saw the life-like effigy of the Queen, they wept. John Stow, who attended the funeral wrote:

	“Westminster was surcharged with multitudes of all sorts of people in their streets, houses, windows, leads and gutters, that came to see the obsequy, and when they beheld her statue lying upon the coffin, there was such a general sighing, groaning and weeping as the like hath not been seen or known in the memory of man, neither doth any history mention any people, time or state to make like lamentation for the death of their sovereign” 

The grief of the nation was unprecedented, and was a tribute to the remarkable achievements of a remarkable woman, Queen Elizabeth I.


ALL THE QUEEN’S MEN

1) Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester 
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Although contemporaries believed that Robert was born on the same day, in the same year, as the Queen, it is more likely that he was at least a year older. Recent calculations put his birthday on the 24th of June 1532. He was the son of John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, Duke of Northumberland, and Protector of England during the reign of Edward VI. Robert was the fifth child of thirteen, but not all his siblings survived into adulthood, and even of those that did, only Ambrose, Mary and Catherine survived into the reign of Elizabeth I. Little is known about Catherine, who became Countess of Huntingdon following her marriage to Henry Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon, but perhaps the interest in Mary comes from the fact that she was the mother of the famous poet, Sir Philip Sidney. 

Robert first met Elizabeth when he was eight years old, perhaps when they were both pupils in the royal classroom. They became good friends, and their friendship lasted throughout their lives. Robert was an intelligent boy, certainly a match for Elizabeth intellectually, but he had little interest in the Classics. His passion, even as a youngster, was mathematics, astronomy, and astrology. He was also an incredibly gifted horseman, and nurtured this gift all his life. Speaking of his childhood relations with Elizabeth later in life, he said that "he knew her better than anyone else from when she was eight years old." He also added: "and from that age she always said that she would never marry." 
  In 1550, Robert married Amy Robsart, the daughter of a Norfolk squire. Traditionally, their marriage has been seen as a love match, but a clause in the marriage treaty suggests that it may have been for less romantic reasons. Robert was the fifth son, and therefore any marriage that could be secured for him would be advantageous. It was easier to marry off daughters than it was younger sons, as they were often not heirs to their father's lands and titles. Amy herself was an heiress, so the marriage was even more desirable in that respect. The wedding was celebrated with great style, and was attended by Elizabeth, and the Boy King himself.
 Following his father's attempt to usurp the throne for his daughter in law, lady Jane Grey, Robert was imprisoned with his brothers in the Tower of London. He was kept in the Beauchamp Tower, which was only a walkway from the Bell Tower, where Elizabeth was herself a prisoner after the rebellion of Thomas Wyatt. Legend has it that they saw a lot of each other during at this time, and their friendship turned to love, but this is unlikely, given that both were strictly guarded. John Dudley went to the block, and Guildford was executed along with Lady Jane following Wyatt's rebellion, but the rest of the Dudley sons were spared.

After a year's imprisonment, they were released, probably following the death of their mother, Jane Dudley, in 1555. John Dudley, the eldest son, died shortly afterwards, but Henry and Robert joined the forces of Philip II and went to fight in France, where Henry was killed in battle. Robert then returned to England. At some point during Mary's reign, it seems that he sold some of his land to help Elizabeth out of financial difficulty. He was struggling financially himself, and Elizabeth never forgot his sacrifice. 

With the accession of Elizabeth to the throne in 1558, his fortunes changed. He was made Master of the Queen's horse, a prestigious position that required much personal attendance on the Queen, as well as organizing her public appearances, progresses, and her personal entertainment. This position suited him perfectly. Not only was he a skilled horseman, but was a great athlete, had a flair for the spectacular, and shared the Queen's love of drama and music. It was obvious from almost the beginning of her reign that he was to be her favourite. Within the first year she had lavished titles, properties, and money on him, and had spent more time with him than with anyone else. Tongues wagged at their intimacy, and it was said that they were lovers, that Elizabeth was even carrying his child. However, while such stories can easily be dismissed, it is almost certain that they were, by this time, very much in love. Perhaps it was an inevitability. They knew each other better than they knew anyone else, had suffered very similarly in the past, and perhaps most importantly, respected and trusted one another. Like any couple they argued, but Robert always treated her with the respect her position demanded, and she would allow him to behave and speak with her in ways that she would allow no one else. 

Their familiarity, and his position as favourite, meant that he incurred a lot of hatred, and if he benefited financially from the Queen's favour, he suffered for it in other ways. By 1560, he was the most unpopular man in Elizabethan England, and remained so until his death. It seemed no one, except the Queen and his family, had a good word to say about him. No matter what he did, he was never able to shake this hostile public opinion, and it haunted him for the rest of his life. It has also coloured his reputation over the past 400 years. Elizabeth was an astute judge of character, and it is unlikely that he would have been able to maintain pretended affection for thirty years. He seems to have genuinely loved the Queen, and his behaviour at times testifies to genuine affection, rather than calculated manipulation. Had the political circumstances been more favourable, the Queen may well have married him. Privately, she told him she would marry no one else. 
The insuperable bar to their marriage lay in the circumstances of his wife's death. She was found dead of a broken neck at the bottom of a stair case, and many pointed the finger at Robert. For a long time people had been saying he meant to kill her so that he would be free to marry the Queen. The dissolving of a legally valid marriage was virtually unknown in Tudor times, and so divorce was not really an option for the couple. Certainly it would have made the legitimacy of any children Elizabeth had by Robert if they married, dubious. Whatever Robert's personal feelings for Amy may have been, it is incredibly unlikely that he had anything to do with her death. Amy was probably terminally ill with breast cancer as she was said to be suffering from a "malady in the breast." Recent medical advances suggests that a woman in this condition may have a spontaneous bone fracture, and walking up the stairs of her house in Oxfordshire, may have been enough to cause a spontaneous fracture in her spine, that proved fatal.  

Such understandings were beyond the medical knowledge of the Elizabethans, however, and everyone, including Robert himself, thought that Amy had been murdered. Had the Queen married him, people would have believed the gossip, even that Elizabeth herself had been involved. Also, as Robert was hated only because of his monopoly of royal favour, promoting him to prince consort may have provoked a rebellion against the Queen. However, for some years, it seems that both entertained the possibility of marriage, and Robert in particular continued to hope for it for many years. He did not remarry until 1578 when it seemed certain that the Queen would not marry him. In 1575, during the glorious entertainments at Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire, Robert made his last proposal of marriage to the Queen. As she had done in the past, she refused him. 

In 1578, he married the Queen's cousin, Lettice Devereux, Countess of Essex. He may well have been in love with her, as she was certainly a very vivacious, attractive woman, but in all probability he married her because she was pregnant, and was pressurised into making an honest woman of her by her influential family. Legend has it that Robert kept his marriage from the Queen for a year, but recently this has been brought into question. It is more likely that the Queen knew of his marriage shortly after it took place. It would have been very difficult for him to hide his marriage, as his enemies would have been very eager to tell the Queen about it. Lettice miscarried of their first child, but in 1579/80 gave birth to a son ,who she also named Robert. However, the child was not healthy and died in 1584. Robert was devastated. He had idolised his little son, and with his death, died his dream of perpetuating his dynasty. He had another son, also named Robert, from his affair with Lady Dudley Sheffield in the early 1570's, but he was illegitimate, and illegitimate children could not usually inherit their father's titles. 

Lady Sheffield later claimed that Robert had married her in a secret ceremony, and while this is still a popular belief, there is no evidence to support her claims, and Robert always denied it. In the seventeenth century, she brought forward a court case to try and prove that he had married her, but she was unsuccessful. Perhaps her motivation was the desire to secure for her son the estates of the Earl. It is interesting that she did not bring forth this case following Robert's death, or in the lifetime of the Queen. But while Robert's son could not inherit, Robert was a good father to him, and provided him with a respectable education. His son was very talented, and grew up to be quite a romantic figure, eloping to Europe with a maid of honour of the Queen after her death, despite having a wife and five daughters. 

In 1585, Robert was made commander of the English forces in the Netherlands. The Netherlands were revolting against the rule of Philip II, and the English were helping the Dutch in their campaign. Robert stayed in the Netherlands until 1587, although he did return to England during the Mary Queen of Scots crisis of 1586/7, and was present in England when Mary was executed. English involvement in the Netherlands was not particularly successful, and when he did return permanently, he received a lot of criticism for his actions there. Although Elizabeth herself had not always been pleased by what he had done, she would not hear a word said against his efforts there.

2) Robert Cecil
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3) William Cecil, Lord Burghley
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4) Sir Christopher Hatton
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5) Sir Francis Walsingham
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6) Sir Walter Raleigh
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7) Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex
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8) Sir Francis Drake
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9) Sir Philip Sidney
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THE QUEEN’S WARDROBE
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Queen Elizabeth was a great follower of fashion. While in private she preferred to wear simple gowns, and would reputedly wear the same plain gown for two or three days, when she was in public, she dressed to impress. Clothes were an important status symbol to the Elizabethans, and a person had to dress in accordance with their social status. It was thus in keeping that the Queen dressed more magnificent than everyone else. No one was allowed to rival the Queen's appearance, and one unfortunate maid of honour was reprimanded for wearing a gown that was too sumptuous for her. The maids were meant to complement the Queen's appearance, not to outshine her.  In the later years of the reign, the maids wore gowns of plain colours such as white or silver. The Queen had dresses of all colours, but white and black were her favourite colours as they symbolized virginity and  purity, and more often than not she wore a gown of these colours.  The Queen's gowns would be gorgeously hand embroidered with all sorts of coloured thread, and decorated with diamonds, rubies, sapphires, and all kinds of jewels. A book entitled Queen Elizabeth's wardrobe unlocked, details some of the jewels that fell off the Queen's gowns when she wore them. Like all aristocratic Elizabethan women, the Queen would typically wear a chemise, a corset stiffened with wood or iron, a petticoat, a fathingale, stockings, a gown, sleeves, and a neck ruff and wrist ruffs. With the discovery of starch, ruffs became even more elaborate.
Elizabethan QUOTATIONS
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Here lands as true a subject, being prisoner, as ever landed at these stairs. Before Thee, O God, I speak it, having none other friend but Thee alone. 
(Said to have been spoken by Elizabeth when she arrived at the Tower of London as a prisoner) 
  

Much suspected by me, 
Nothing proved can be. 
(Reputedly carved onto a window at Woodstock Manor, Oxfordshire) 
  

Christ was the word that spake it. 
He took the bread and break it; 
And what his words did make it 
That I believe and take it. 
(Reputedly spoken by Elizabeth when questioned on her beliefs on the Eucharist in Mary's reign) 
  

This is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
(Biblical verse reputedly spoken in Latin by Elizabeth I when she received news of her accession to the throne) 
  

I will be as good unto ye as ever a Queen was unto her people. No will in me can lack, neither do I trust shall there lack any power. And persuade yourselves that for the safety and quietness of you all I will not spare if need be to spend my blood. 
(Elizabeth to the Lord Mayor and people of London on the eve of her Coronation) 
  

This judgement I have of you, that you will not be corrupted by any manner of gifts, and that you will be faithful to the State; and that without respect of any private will, you will give me the counsel you think best. 
(Elizabeth to William Cecil on making him Secretary of State at her accession) 
  

I do consider a multitude doth make rather discord and confusion than good counsel. 
(Elizabeth on her decision to keep the Privy Council small) 
  

I shall desire you all, my lords, (chiefly you of the nobility, everyone in his degree and power) to be assistant to me that I, with my ruling, and you with your service, may make a good account to Almighty God and leave some comfort to our posterity on earth. 
(Elizabeth at the beginning of her reign) 
  

I have already joined myself in marriage to a husband, namely the kingdom of England. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament) 
  

Better beggar woman and single than Queen and married. 
  

Was I not born in this realm? Were my parents born in any foreign country? Is there any cause I should alienate myself from being careful over this country? Is not my kingdom here? 
(Elizabeth to Parliament) 
  

We princes are set as it were upon stages in the sight and view of the world. 
  

There is only one Christ, Jesus, one faith. All else is a dispute over trifles. 
(Elizabeth's response to the Catholic/Protestant divide) 
  

I have no desire to make windows into mens souls 
(Again a reference to the Catholic/Protestant issue) 
  

It would please me best if, at the last, a marble stone shall record that this Queen having lived such and such a time, lived and died a virgin. 
(Elizabeth to Parliamentary Delegation) 
  

Young heads take example of the ancient. 
(Elizabeth in a message to Parliament) 
  

My Lords, do whatever you wish. As for me, I shall do no otherwise than pleases me. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament on the succession issue) 
  

I will never be by violence constrained to do anything. 
  

It is monstrous that the feet should direct the head. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament) 
Let this my discipline stand you in good stead of sorer strokes, never to tempt too far a Prince's patience. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament) 
  

A strength to harm is perilous in the hand of an ambitious head. 
(Elizabeth in a letter to Henry Sidney, 1565) 
  

With your head and my purse I could do anything. 
(Possibly apocryphal. Reputedly spoken by Elizabeth to William Cecil) 
  

Unbridled persons whose mouths were never snaffled by the rider, did rashly ride. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament, 1566, reasserting her authority) 
  

I will have here but one mistress and no master. 
(Elizabeth to Robert Dudley) 
  

You are like my little dog; when people see you, they know I am nearby. 
(Elizabeth to Robert Dudley) 
  

What availeth wit when it fails the owner at greatest need? 
(Elizabeth to Robert Dudley on his performance in the Netherlands) 
  

Dost thou think me so unlike myself and unmindful of my royal majesty that I would prefer my servant whom I myself have raised, before the greatest prince of Christendom...? 
(Elizabeth on the rumour she would rather marry Robert Dudley than the Duke of Alencon) 
  

Anger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor. 
(Elizabeth to Sir Edward Dyer) 
  

There is no marvel in a woman learning to speak, but there would be in teaching her to hold her tongue. 
(Elizabeth to the French Ambassador after he had praised her linguistic skills) 
  

I know I am but mortal and so therewhilst prepare myself for death, whensoever it shall please God to send it. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament in response to the succession issue) 
  

If I should say the sweetest speech with the eloquentest tongue that ever was in man, I were not able to express that restless care which I have ever bent to govern for the greatest wealth. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament, 1576) 
  

No prince herein, I confess, can be silver tied or faster bound than I am with the link of your good will. 
(Elizabeth to Parliament) 
  

I have had good experience and trial of this world...I know what it is to be a subject, what to be a sovereign, what to have good neighbours, and sometimes meet evil willers. I have found treason in trust, seen great benefits little regarded. 
(Elizabeth's speech to Parliamentary Delegation, 1586) 
  

What will my enemies not say, that for the safety of her life a maiden queen could be content to spill the blood even of her own kinswoman? 
(Elizabeth to another Parliamentary Delegation (1586), begging her to proceed with the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots) 
  

Your judgement I condemn not, neither do I mistake your reasons, but pray you to accept my thankfulness, excuse my doubtfulness, and take in good part my answer, answerless. 
(Elizabeth to Parliamentary Delegation again in regards to the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots) 
You lawyers are so nice and precise in shifting and scanning every word and letter that many times you stand more upon form than matter, upon syllables than the sense of the law. 
(Elizabeth to lawyers urging her to execute the Queen of Scots) 
  

Would to God each had his own and were at peace. 
(Elizabeth on European power struggles and war) 
  

If I were turned out of my realm in my petticoat, I would prosper anywhere in Christendom. 
  

I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king. 
(Tilbury speech, 1588. See section on The Spanish Armada) 
  

He that will forget God, will also forget his benefactors. 
(Elizabeth to William Lambarde, 1601) 
  

Proud Prelate, you know what you were before I made you what you are. If you do not immediately comply with my request, I will unfrock you, by God! 
(Said to have been  written by Elizabeth to the Bishop of Ely. However, these words are apocryphal.) 
  

My mortal foe can wish me no greater loss than England's hate. Neither should death be less welcome unto me than such a mishap betide me. 
  

Those who touch the sceptres of princes deserve no pity. 
  

My mind was never to invade my neighbours. 
  

All my possessions for a moment of time 
(Surprisingly, this famous quote is apocryphal) 
  

GOLDEN SPEECH 1601
To be a King and wear a crown is a thing more pleasant to them that see it, than it is pleasant to them that bear it. 

I were content to hear matters argued and debated pro and contra as all princes must that will understand what is right, yet I look ever as it were upon a plain tablet wherein is written neither partiality or prejudice. 

There is no jewel, be it of never so rich a price, which I set before this jewel; I mean your love. 

Though God hath raised me high, yet this I account the glory of my reign, that I have reigned with your loves. 

I have ever used to set the last Judgement Day before mine eyes, and so to rule as I shall be judged to answer before a higher judge. 

You may have many a wiser prince sitting in this seat, but you never have had, or shall have, any who loves you better. 

It is not my desire to live or to reign longer than my life and reign shall be for your good.
Elizabethan PLACES
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE (Surrey.  30- 40 minutes by train from Waterloo Station, London) Built by Cardinal Wolsey and modified by Henry VIII,  this magnificent Tudor palace is a must see for all Tudor history enthusiasts. It's the only palace built during the Tudor period that survives today, and perhaps reflects more than any other royal residence the splendor of the Tudor monarchs. Queen Elizabeth I and her court spent much time here during the early half of her reign. It was here that Elizabeth fell seriously ill of small pox in 1562. 
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HATFIELD HOUSE (Hertfordshire. 20 mins by train from King's Cross Station. The gates to the  house are opposite the Railway Station) - While most of the Old Palace was demolished in the early seventeenth century, the Great Hall where Elizabeth held her first Council of State still survives. The Old Palace was also were Elizabeth spent much of her childhood. Elizabeth was reputedly sitting beneath a tree in the grounds of the house when she received the news that she was Queen of England. The spot is marked by a tree that was planted in memory of the occasion by Queen Elizabeth II.  On display inside the Jacobean House are Elizabeth's hat, gloves, and stockings. Also on display are the Rainbow and Ermine Portrait, as well as portraits of William Ceil, Lord Burghley, and his son, Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, and the horse Elizabeth reputedly rode at Tilbury during the Spanish Armada. 
   

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY (Central London) - Has on display many Tudor portraits, including portraits of Queen Elizabeth I, Henry VIII, Henry VII, Anne Boleyn, and other significant Tudor men and women. 
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TOWER OF LONDON  (Central London) - Although officially a royal residence in the Tudor period, the Tower was used primarily as a prison. Traitors were usually kept here. Anne Boleyn, Elizabeth's mother, was executed on Tower Green in 1536, and Elizabeth herself was kept a prisoner within the Bell Tower for several weeks during the troubled reign of her sister. Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, was also imprisoned here at the same time for involvement in his father's scheme to make Lady Jane Grey queen. 
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WINDSOR CASTLE (Berkshire) - Windsor Castle has been a royal residence for a thousand years. This was one of Elizabeth's principal residences and she made additions to the castle in the 1580's (addtions pictured) 
    

[image: image19.jpg]


WESTMINSTER ABBEY (Central London) - This magnificent abbey was where Elizabeth I was crowned in the cold January of 1559 and where she was buried in 1603. Mary, Queen of Scots, is also buried here, as is Henry VII, founder of the Tudor dynasty
Myths and true about Elizabeth

	FACT
	TRUE / FALSE

	By the time of her death in 1603, Queen Elizabeth had become a legend. Over the next four centuries, that legend grew as her reign receded further and further into history. Many stories about this great Queen have been told, but not all of them are true.  Some of them have been accepted as true for generations, some perhaps we would want to be true. 

On this page I have tried to outline some of the most popular legends about the Tudor Queen, and whether in fact they were true. 

Try and guess for yourself which statements and stories are true and which are merely myth. 

Baby Elizabeth was so neglected by her father, the king, 
that she had to wear clothes that were too small
	True!
Her governess, Lady Bryan, had to write to the King to ask for new clothes to fit the growing child



	Princess Elizabeth did not like her cousin, Lady Jane Grey
	False!
This is a popular legend, but there is no evidence that the two girls did not like each other. They spent quite a lot of time together as children, and shared a love of learning.

	On the death of Thomas Seymour, Elizabeth whispered: 
"This day died a man of much wit, but very little judgement".


	False!

These words are apocryphal  and originated in the work of a seventeenth century historian

	Princess Elizabeth and Robert Dudley were both 
imprisoned in the Tower of London at the same time, 
and only a walkway separated them.
	True!

But they may not have seen as much of each other as romantics would have us believe

	Queen Elizabeth was afraid of mice
	True!

It's said that Queen Elizabeth would climb on a  chair screaming if she saw a mouse

	Queen Elizabeth never smiled
	False!
Queen Elizabeth was famous for a smile that could melt peoples hearts. She also had a good sense of humour and loved to laugh



	Queen Elizabeth beat her maids of honour regularly
	False!

There is only one recorded incident of Queen Elizabeth having struck a maid of honour physically. This was Mary Shelton who had married without the Queen's permission. Elizabeth got angry when her maids did this, as she was entrusted by their parents to find them a husband, and their behaviour was against court custom aswell as being a personal betrayal. Reports that Elizabeth struck the girl with a candlestick are entirely false.  Elizabeth did not generally strike people, and in her entire reign, only ever struck a Councillor once. This was the Earl of Essex who had greatly insulted her, and it is a credit to Elizabeth that he did not suffer more.

	Queen Elizabeth would sometimes dress simply 
to disguise herself as an ordinary woman
	True!

On one occasion Elizabeth disguised herself as a maid so that she could play a trick on Robert Dudley,  and on another occasion she dressed simply so that she could go and dine secretly with him

	Queen Elizabeth never mentioned her mother's name
	False!

She did at least once mention her to a Foreign Ambassador, defending her mother's reputation. Statements like "never talked" have to be treated with extreme caution. Just because the official records might not mention that Elizabeth spoke of her mother, does not mean that she never spoke of her.  In 1575 she had a ring made which contained a picture of both her and her mother in it. She must have mentioned her mother to have had this made.

	Queen Elizabeth was bald
	False!
It has often been said that Queen Elizabeth became bald at the age of thirty, but in fact there are references to her having her own hair well into her sixties. In the 1580's she gave a lock of her now greying hair to Philip Sidney (which is still on display in Wilton House, Wiltshire) and only a few years before she died,  Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, burst into her bedchamber without permission and saw the ageing Queen with "her hair all about her ears". Elizabeth's high forehead in her paintings may have been natural, may have been exaggerated by the portrait painters who knew that the Elizabethans considered a high forehead to mean intelligence, may have been due to that fact that the Queen wore wigs and may have shaved the front of her hair to make them sit more easily, or the Queen may well have had some hair loss due to the lead in the "mask of youth" make-up that she wore on her face. But even if she did lose some of her hair in this way, and it is by no means certain that she did,  the Queen was never bald

	Queen Elizabeth had secret children
	False!

Over the centuries, there have been many stories that Queen Elizabeth had secret children. Some people today still maintain that she did, and believe that Francis Bacon and the Earl of Essex were her sons. In fact, there is no evidence that the Queen ever bore children, and it would have been virtually impossible for her to have hidden a  pregnancy from her court. All the evidence suggests that she really was "The Virgin Queen" that she claimed to be

	Queen Elizabeth had a sixth finger on one hand like her mother
	False!

Elizabeth did not have an extra finger on one hand. Neither is it certain that Anne Boleyn herself had six 
fingers on one hand

	Queen Elizabeth had nicknames for her favourite courtiers


	True!

Elizabeth called Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester,  her "eyes", 

William Cecil was her "spirit", 

Robert Cecil was her "pigmy" or "elf", 

Sir Christopher Hatton was her "mutton" or "lids", 

Francis Walsingham was her "moor", 

She even nicknamed her political suitor, Francis, Duke of Alencon, her "frog".

	Queen Elizabeth was extremely vain, and as she got 
older, refused to have any mirrors in any of her Palaces
	False!

Although Elizabeth was very concerned about her appearance, her vanity has been exaggerated. It was court culture to flatter the monarch, and Elizabeth had to play the part of the flattered monarch, whether she really believed their words or not.  Elizabeth had to look and dress better than everyone else, as she was the monarch and it was expected. There is no evidence that the Queen had all the mirrors in the palaces removed, although the origin of this rumour is difficult to trace, and may well have been circulating in the Queen's own lifetime.

	Queen Elizabeth's ghost is said to haunt to Windsor Castle
	True!

The ghost of a lady dressed in black has been seen by several people walking in the library of Windsor Castle and is said to be the ghost of Queen Elizabeth. The ghost has also been seen walking on the castle walls. However the ghost is said to wear a black veil over her face so, if the legend is true, it may not be the Queen's ghost after all but the ghost of another Elizabethan lady


[image: image20.jpg]



15

