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1. Formation. The first album.
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  Blur began when Damon was 12 and Graham was 11, but they didn't know at that time that they would be in one of the greatest bands in the 90's. They both studied at Stanway Comprehensive school in Colchester (Essex). They liked music and even had a band called The Aftermath. After school graduation Damon went to London, he decided to be an actor (nobody knows why), so he entered East 15 Drama School. Later Graham went to London and entered Goldsmith's University. There he met Alex. The guys played in many different bands and in 1988 they joined the band called Circus with Damon, who was very disappointed in his acting career. The band needed a drummer and Graham, who knew Dave before asked him to join them. Later the band changed its name for Seymour as the character of J. D. Salinger's "Seymour: An Introduction". In 1989 they sent their demo-record to Andy Ross at Food Records and he attended one of their performances in November. The band impressed him a lot and he wanted to sign a contract with them. There was made a list of alternative names because Food guys didn't like the name of the band. So Damon, Graham, Dave and Alex took the name Blur. And Food Records signed Blur in March 1990.
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    At first Blur toured the country. "She's So High" their first single was released on 15 October 1990. It reached #48 on the UK Singles Chart. They began to work with producer Stephen Street, as a result Blur released single "There's No Other Way" (15 April 1991). It was a hit and peaked at #8. The third single "Bang" wasn't as successful as the second one and the guys also called it their "worst song". It only reached #24. Anyway, on 26 August 1991 Leisure, the debut album, was released, peaking at #7, but the band weren't really pleased with that record.
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   2. Beginning of Britpop
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   In 1992 Blur went on two-month American tour, because they were in a huge debt. Before the journey Blur released single "Popscene", but people disliked it and the work on their second album was pushed back. During the tour (which was not very successful) the musicians became really homesick and Albarn "started writing songs which created an English atmosphere". But when Blur returned to their sweet home, they discovered that Suede became more popular. The band members were upset and depressed, so they began to drink a lot and their live performances were very bad, especially the one when they had to perform with Suede on the same bill. Blur were in danger of being dropped by Food. The label gave them one more chance and they started to work with producer Andy Partridge of XTC. But those sessions were unsuccessful and Stephen Street agreed to produce the album. The record was completed in December [image: image25.jpg]


1992. However, Food told the band that they should add some potential singles to the album. And on Christmas Day 1992 Albarn wrote a song "For Tomorrow", which became the first single (released on 19 April 1993) and reached #28 on the UK Singles Chart. The album called Modern Life is Rubbish was released on 10 May 1993. The whole album beginning with the first track "For Tomorrow" was full of British-ness and peaked at #15 on the UK Album Chart. Rubbish was highly acclaimed by musical magazines. Later two more singles were issued by Food to support the record, "Chemical World" (28 June 1993, #28) and "Sunday Sunday" (27 September 1993, #26).
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3. Parklife success. Britpop continues.
In October 1993 Blur began to record their third album, which was completed in January 1994, it was called Parklife. The first single was released on 7 March 1994, it was famous "Girls & Boys", reaching #5. The song tells about young English people who go on holiday to Greece with the sole intention of getting drunk in the local night-clubs. But, ironically, the song was very  popular among them, because of the electro-pop style. On 25 April 1994 Parklife was released, the album which made Blur famous all over the world. It was one of the greatest  [image: image28.jpg]


Britpop records. "To the End" became the next single released on 30 May 1994 (reached #16 on UK charts). It tells the story of a couple, which went through a very [image: image29.jpg]


difficult time in their relationship. The song also contains lyrics in French. Then "Parklife", the title track, was released as single on 22 August 1994. The spoken verses were performed by the actor Phil Daniels, who also appeared in the music video. The song is still popular and appears regularly on music TV and sometimes on radio. The fourth single "End of a Century" was released on 7 [image: image30.jpg]BLUR
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November 1994 and peaked at #19 on the UK Singles Chart. There was one more remarkable song in the album called "This is a Low". Later Damon Albarn said that maybe they should have released this song [image: image31.jpg]


as a single instead of "End of a Century". The song lyrics based on the Shipping Forecast and some territories around Britain were mentioned there. "This is a Low" became extremely popular and it seems that everybody likes it even now. Due to such great songs Parklife is now known as classical Britpop album. The album debuted at #1 on the UK Album Charts and stayed on the chart for 90 weeks. All the major magazines gave positive reviews. Blur received a Mercury Music Prize nomination and won four awards at 1995 BRIT Awards, including Best Band and Best Album for Parklife.
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   However, on 14 August 1995 Blur released their single, "Country House", from the new album The Great Escape. On the same day Oasis released "Roll With It" single and the British media announced the Battle of Britpop. Blur won this battle topping the charts when Oasis reached only #2.  Then on 11 September 1995 The Great Escape was released. The Battle continued as Oasis released (What's The Story) Morning Glory? and then the press reported that Blur "wound up winning the battle, but losing the war", because Oasis sales were better. The "Country House" video was nominated for Best Video in the 1996 BRIT Awards. 13 November 1995 was the day of "The Universal" single release. It featured the video tributes to the film A Clockwork Orange. Other singles were "Stereotypes" (5 February 1996, #7) and "Charmless Man" (22 April 1996, #5). Speaking in December 1996, Damon Albarn said, "Charmless Man was the end of something... it was the end of British pop. For us, anyway". 
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4. New Sound.
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  And it really was the end, the end of Britpop in Blur music. The relationship among band members was not quite well and they tried to find new sound for the next album. The group  went to Iceland and there Blur was recorded. The first single "Beetlebum" released on 20 January 1997 was the second Blur single to reach the number one spot in the UK Singles Chart. "Beetlebum" is Noel Gallagher's favourite Blur song. The album was released on 10 February 1997, it reached the top of the UK album chart. That was the sound inspired by American indie- rock music, and the second single "Song 2" became successful in  America. In the UK charts it peaked at #2. The next single was "On Your Own" released on 16 June 1997. The fourth single "M.O.R." shows David Bowie and Brian Eno's influence on Blur music. As album was released Blur lost a lot of their fans who expected them to continue write Britpop songs. But they received a number of  nominations for different awards. In 1998 Graham released his first solo single on his own Transcopic label.          
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   From June to October 1998 Blur recorded their sixth studio album 13, which was released on 15 March 1999. That was the first album recorded with the new producer William Orbit. Previously, the band released the single "Tender" in February 1999, peaking at #2 in the UK singles chart. The song was written by Damon Albarn and Graham Coxon and the vocals are shared on the track, and it is about Albarn's breakup with Justine Frischmann, the lead singer of band Elastica. In June 1999 successful "Coffee & TV" single was released featuring the great video directed by Hammer & Tongs. That video won several awards in 1999 and 2000, including NME Awards for Best Video and the MTV EMA. The final single of 13 became "No Distance Left to Run" (released in November 1999, peaking at #14). And Damon says that it's hard for him to sing it because it is about his and Justine Frischmann's breakup. 
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5. The Best... and The Rest of Blur?

  In July 1999, in celebration of their tenth anniversary, Blur released a 22-CD limited edition box-set of their singles. And in October 2000, the group released the best-of album Blur: The Best of, which debuted at #3 in the UK and included one new track "Music Is My Radar". 
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After 13 the band members were involved in their solo projects: Albarn with Jamie Hewlett created Gorillaz, Coxon released his solo albums, James worked with Fat Les and co-wrote several songs with Sophie Ellis-Bextor and Marianne Faithful. Damon also released his solo album Mali Music in 2002. But in March musicians began to record their seventh album. The band went to Morocco and recorded several tracks there. Graham didn't attend some session and it is said that he was displeased with the choice of DJ Fatboy Slim as a producer, so he had been asked to leave the band for reasons connected with his "attitude." Almost every song was written by Albarn, and we can hear Coxon's guitar only in "Battery in Your Leg". However, the album was released in May 2003, it was called Think Tank. To replace Coxon's guitar they had to make different music with simplier guitar lines. The first single "Out of Time" reched #5 in the UK [image: image51.jpg]
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chart. "Crazy Beat" became the second single, but in America it was the first one. The musicians say that they didn't want to release this track as a single but they did it due to commercial success. And the final single "Good Song" was released in October 2003. Peaking at #22 in the UK Singles Chart, "Good Song" was Blur's lowest placing single since 1993's "Sunday Sunday". 
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6. Years of Silence. Reunion.
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  After that, everyone in the band did everything he wanted. Damon with Hewlett released one more Gorillaz record which was as successful as the first one. And later Albarn worked with Paul Simonon, Simon Tong, Tony Allen released the album The Good, The Bad And The Queen named as the song on it, the band doesn't even have a name. Graham released his solo albums. Dave started political career. Alex lived in his "very big house in the country”. During 2003 - late-2008 there weren't any signs of reunion, because they couldn't play without Coxon. Damon once said: "Why don't I get another guitarist? Because there's none better than Coxon". But in November 2008 it was announced that they will have some studio sessions. Later Blur officially announced that they will play live in Hyde Park on 3 July 2009. The tickets were sold in two minutes and it was reported that Blur will play also on 2 July. Maybe they will release an album.
7. Short Bios. Interesting facts.
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Alex James: 
· Birth name - Steven Alexander James
· Born - 21 November 1968
· Instruments - bass, vocals
· Height – 188 cm

· Married Claire Neat in 2003
· At MTV “Cribs”, while showing his farm he said, “Paul McCartney said that he wasn’t vegetarian, but when he bought a farm and saw sheep running in the street, he became a vegetarian. I was a vegetarian, but when I saw my sheep out there, I began to eat meat.”

· He's a great cheese-lover and he even invented a new sort of cheese, which was named after New Order song "Blue Monday".
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Damon Albarn:

· Born - 23 March 1968
· Instruments - vocals, guitar, piano, organ, violin, recorder, vibraphone, synthesizer, melodica bass guitar
· He’s a football fan, cheers Chelsea

· Left-handed

· Height – 180 cm

· Has a daughter Missy

· Tattoo “Mum” is on his left hand

· He’s got a house and a bar in Iceland
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Dave Rowntree:

· Birth name - David Alexander De Horne Rowntree
· Born – 8 May 1964
· Instrument – drums
· Height – 178 cm

· Married to Canadian Paula

· He is a computer animator, and owns an animation company called Nanomation
· Became a member of the Labour Party in 2002

· Has a full pilot's licence
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Graham Coxon:

· Birth name - Graham Leslie Coxon
· Born – 12 March 1969
· Instruments - Vocals, Guitar, Bass guitar, drums and percussion, Clarinet, Saxophone, Piano
· Height – 180 cm

· His daughter Pepper Back Troy was born on 7 March 2000

· He released 6 solo albums

· He studied fine art at Goldsmiths College for around a year in 1988
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