Canada

The geographical position of Canada

Canada is the second largest country in the world after Russia. It is situated in the Northern part of the northern American continent. It is a little larger than the United States of America.

It is washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east, the Pacific Ocean in the west and the arctic Ocean in the North. Canada has the borders on the USA in the south and in the north. Its total area is about 10 million square kilometers.

Canada has a lot of high mountains. The highest peak of Canada is Mountain Logan with the height of 5959 m.

It has a lot of long and prominent rivers – the St. Lawrence River, the St. John River. Besides, the five Great Lakes are situated between Canada and the USA.

The climate of the country differs from one region to the other – from temperate in the south to arctic in the north. The climatic conditions resemble the Russian climate.

Canada is characterized by the great distances and vast mineral resources. The term “Canada” originates from some Indian language as “a village”

The population of the country is relatively small for such a vast territory. It is about 28 million people. It is connected with the severe climatic conditions.

There are two state languages in the country – English and French. English is spoken by the 60% of the population, French – about 28% of the citizens of the country.

The capital of the country is Ottawa. The main cities are – Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, Edmonton and others.

The political system of Canada.
Canada is a member of the British Commonwealth of Canada. The governor – general represents the interests of Queen of the England in Canada. The country became independent in 1867 but continue to retain close connections with the United Kingdom.
Canada is a federation. The country consists of 10 provinces and 3 territories. Canadian provinces are: Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Saskatchewan. The three territories are situated in the north of the country – Yukon, the Northern territories and Nunavut.

The political organization of Canada is the parliamentary democracy. The democracy has the British origin. The parliament in Canada consists of the Senate and the House of Commons.

The Senate resembles the House of Lords in Britain. It has 104 members who are not elected. They are usually appointed and they belong to the main provinces of the country.
The House of Commons has the legislative power in the country. They make laws and all important decisions. It has 301 members in accordance with the quantity of the electoral districts. They are elected for a five year term.

The real executive power is vested upon the Cabinet under the leadership of the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister of the country and the cabinet are the advisors of the monarch. But the governor - general acts on the advice of the Cabinet.
In the English – speaking provinces the judicial system is based on the principles of the English law. In the French – speaking provinces it is originated from the Roman and the French law.

The Supreme Law of Canada is the Constitution.

From the history of Canada.

The scientists think that the first people appeared on the territory of Canada about 15 thousand years ago. The land bridge connected Asia and the North America, and they crossed that bridge. They were the ancestors of the modern Indians. The ancient Eskimos came there probably about 5 thousand years ago. Besides, the first Viking colony was organized not far from the shore of Canada.
The first man to discover the shores of Canada was John Cabot, the Italian salesman on the British service. His discovery made European countries to explore Canada. The first French colony was organized in the country in the early 1600s. The British got the control over the country in 1763. Thousand of British immigrants came to the new land. In 1867 the two kinds of immigrants made the Dominion. They tried to create the unity between the English – speaking and the French – speaking inhabitants of Canada.

Canada got its independence from Britain in the year 1931. In the middle of the XX century the country was transformed into one of the leading states in the world.
Today the country produces a lot of electricity, wheat, oats and barley.

In the history of the country there were always troubles between the English – speaking and the French – speaking citizens. The French – speaking province of Quebec was constantly fighting to preserve their culture. They do not agree with the policy of the Canadian Government. Some of them even support the movement to proclaim Quebec an independent country. 
